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GENERAL  PREFACE. 


It  seems  almost  superfluous  to  ask  the  attention  of 
intelligent  Britons  to  a  region  little  known  among 
them,  but  one,  most  assuredly,  that  has  "  a  greater 
future  before  it  than  any  country  in  Asia/'  Expe- 
rience.  however,  has  shown  the  necessity  of  so  doing; 
for  if  we  do  not  yet  neariy  realise  the  immense  in- 
terests we  possess  in  our  old  and  "loved  India" — the 
most  splendid  dominion  under  the  sun — ^how  is  it  to 
be  expected  we  should  do  so  in  our  comparatively  new 
portion  of  Chin-India  ?  That  people  often  require  to 
be  reminded  as  well  as  informed,  is  another  reason  for 
the  appearance  of  this  volume,  the  greater  portion  of 
which  is  devoted  to  the  operations  of  our  Burmese.Wars, 
and  much  of  the  remainder  to  the  bright  and  hopeful 
effect.  As  regards  the  Military  portion,  the  object  of 
the  present  "Abstract"  is  two-fold.  It  is  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Author's  former  Narra- 
tives, by  giving  a  considerable  part  of  what  seemed 
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best  worth  preserving,  and  a  few  additional  incidental 
remarks,  with  an  especial  view  to  interest  those  who 
served  in  the  last  war,  and  to  make  it  in  some  degree 
useful  in  case  of  future  operations. 

In  his  preface  to  "  Rangoon,"  the  first  Narrative  of 
the  Second  Burmese  War  (August  1852),  it  was  stated 
as  one  of  the  Author's  principal  objects,  "  to  give  the 
reader  as  much  information  regarding  Burma,  and 
take  from  him  as  little  time,  as  possible.  Wherever  it 
is  a  soldier's  lot  to  roam,  the  pleasant  duty  may  be 
frequently  performed  of  attempting  to  gather  and 
afterwards  to  diffuse  knowledge.  It  is  a  duty  which 
our  age  demands  of  every  man  who  thinks  he  has  a 
sufficiency  of  capacity."  Again,  he  added,  while  the 
war  was  not  yet  finished : — "  Apart  from  the  extreme 
probability  of  the  cause  of  civilisation  being  advanced, 
in  a  distant  and  comparatively  unknown  land,  by  the 
Second  Burmese  War,  which  should  make  the  subject 
one  of  general  interest,  there  must  be  a  vast  number 
of  readers  at  home  and  in  India  who  have  friends  and 
relatives  in  Burma.  This  is  the  grand  key  to  the  in- 
terest of  Englishmen  in  the  war.  The  possession  of 
Rangoon  may  be  said  to  have  put  nine-tenths  of  the 
Burmese  Empire  at  our  disposal.  The  conquest  of 
the  remainder  of  the  country  may  ensue,  and  other 
pens  will  probably  describe  the  course  of  events.  But 
on  account  of  the  liberal  encouragement  bestowed  on 
the  present  undertaking,  the  Author  may  be  disposed, 
if  all  goes  well,  to  write  another  volume." 

"  Pegu,"  the  concluding  volume — written  after  the 
Author  reached  Toungoo — completed  an  account  of 
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the  conquest  of  the  province ;  and  the  book,  more  than 
double  the  size  of  "  Rangoon,"  with  more  plans  and 
sketches,  originally  appeared  under  circumstances  far 
from  favourable.  The  adverse  influence  of  the  time — 
the  outbreak  of  the  Crimean  War — operated  on  his 
Oriental  miUtary  narrative  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  that  bewailed  by  a  famous  sensation  novelist,  who 
brought  out  one  of  his  great  works  in  1854,  but  which 
had  no  great  sale  while  England  was  watching  a 
serious  national  event,  and  new  books,  in  consequence, 
*'  found  the  minds  of  readers  in  general  pre-occupied  or 
indifferent."  Still,  "Pegu"  struggled  on,  being  the 
only  authoritative  standard  of  reference  on  the  subject ; 
and,  aided  by  Government  patronage,  the  book  even- 
tually became  out  of  print.  It  is  now,  doubtless,  to  be 
found  in  many  Hbraries  throughout  England  and  India; 
and  not  the  least  pleasing  retrospect  in  a  rather  event- 
ful life,  is  to  the  time  when  the  writer  travelled  with 
his  father  in  Sweden,  and  personally  presented  a  copy 
of  "  Pegu  "  to  King  Charles  the  Fifteenth — soldier  and 
artist — thereby  making  sure  of  at  least  one  Narrative 
of  the  Second  Burmese  War  being  honoured  by  a  place 
in  the  royal  library  at  Stockholm. 

It  was  gratifying,  some  years  ago,  to  learn  from  a 
distinguished  member  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Council 
that  "  Pegu  "  had  been  found  "useful  and  interesting  "; 
and  various  oflBcers,  from  time  to  time,  notwithstand- 
ing (as  remarked  in  the  preface)  the  diflBculty  of 
producing  a  good  book  with  the  heat,  the  din  of  war, 
and  the  frequent  impossibihty  of  procuring  correct 
information  to  contend  against,  have  signified   their 
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approbation.  The  Author  having  considered  it  most 
important  at  the  present  time — ^when  Burma  promises 
to  be  of  far  more  than  usual  interest  to  the  military  as 
well  as  to  the  commercial  world — ^to  give  a  summary 
of  events  during  the  First  Burmese  War,  in  order  that 
the  conduct  of  the  two  wars,  and  our  relations  with 
Burma,  may  be  better  understood  than  hitherto,  of 
course  it  comes  first  in  order.  The  very  brief  account 
of  that  now  famous  war  given  in  the  Introductory 
Sketch  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  tempt  the  reader,  should 
he  have  time,  to  go  through  the  more  lengthy  abstract 
which  is  contained  in  the  second  and  third  chapters 
(Part  I.),  of  which  the  present  writer  appears,  in  a 
very  great  measure,  as  editor  rather  than  author  or 
compiler.  The  First  Burmese  War  will  also  be  found 
alluded  to,  and  occasional  extracts  given,  in  connection 
with  the  operations  of  the  Second ;  but  the  study  of  a 
connected  sketch  of  such  eventful  Burmese  Campaigns 
as  those  of  upwards  of  fifty  years  ago,  will  enable 
military  readers  to  better  understand  the  few  remarks 
on  the  operations,  given  in  the  fourth  chapter.  Again, 
Pegu  and  the  Irawady  being  now  ours— forming  our 
grand  base  of  operations — in  the  event  of  another  war 
we  should  probably  have  to  make  use  of  (and  of  course 
improve)  the  same  theatre  of  action  as  that  in  which 
the  gallant  first  Army  of  Ava  played  so  distinguished 
a  part. 

There  is  no  desire  in  this  work  to  advocate  an  an- 
nexation— far  less  an  aggressive  policy ;  and  such  a 
'^^sire  is  hostile  to  the  intentions  of  a  wise  Government : 

-^nf  r}r\  inf^Ui^pnt  FTigliflTimn,!!  '«»'ill  #1ativ     -^rt^  if  'lA  hafl 
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denied  it  hitherto,  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  do  so  no 
longer — ^that  the  First  Burmese  War  was  vigorously 
prosecuted  because  we  sought  to  save  Bengal  at  least 
from  invasion.  And  if,  during  the  Mutiny  of  1857, 
we  had  not  possessed  the  lower  provinces  of  Burma, 
there  is  no  saying  what  trouble  might  have  been 
created  on  our  south-eastern  frontier,  and  what  the 
consequences  might  have  been.  When  the  Mahomedan 
began  to  discover  he  had  lost  his  military  and  the 
Brahman  his  social  sway,  they  might  also  have  dis- 
covered that  Pegu  was  a  very  convenient  province  for 
the  game  of  murder  and  rebellion.  The  Second  War, 
followed  by  the  grand  political  stroke  of  annexation — 
which  was  forced  on  us — ^prevented  the  chance  of 
Burma  aiding  the  fiends  engaged  in  the  Mutiny ! 

Talking  one  day  with  that  eminent  Anglo-Indian 
writer,  the  late  Sir  John  Kaye,  on  the  subject  of 
annexation,  and  having  incurred  his  displeasure  by 
alluding  to  "  the  force  of  circumstances,"  of  course  it 
was  useless  to  point  out  to  the  Political  Secretary  how 
valuable  the  possession  of  British  Burma  was  to  us 
during  the  Indian  rebellion;  how  the  isolation  of 
Burma  kept  the  Court  of  Ava  out  of  the  influences 
of  the  mutinies  altogether;  how  the  Bengal  sepoy 
regiment  stationed  in  Pegu  found  no  sympathy  from 
such  a  different  race  as  the  Burmese  in  the  matter 
of  disaffection ;  how  we  could  spare  British  troops 
from  the  province  at  such  a  critical  time ;  or  how  the 
Golden  Foot  sent  a  handsome  donation  of  one  thousand 
pounds  to  reUeve  the  sufferers  by  the  Mutiny  1  All 
was  lost   on  Sir  John,  who  conscientiously — like  his 
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admirable  friend,  Sir  Henry  Lawrence,  denounced 
annexation. 

As  the  time  is  probably  near  at  hand  when,  if  the 
Golden  Foot  does  not  make  a  better  wheel  into  the 
ranks  of  civilisation,  there  may  no  longer  be  a  King  of 
Burma,  it  is  curious  to  notice  that  the  last  of  the  so- 
called  "  Great  Moguls,**  the  King  of  Delhi,  died  while 
a  State  prisoner  at  Rangoon  on  the  11th  November 
1862,  and  was  buried  the  same  day — the  Mahomedans 
of  the  town  being  heedless  of  the  event.  Such  was  the 
end  of  the  Mogul,  who  disputed  the  Empire  of  India 
with  us,  but  now  had  been  so  long  harmless,  realm- 
less,  and  "  a  prince  without  the  shadow  of  power,"  that 
even  at  his  death  the  pious  Mahomedans  deemed  him 
hardly  worthy  of  notice  ! 

One  word  more  about  "  Annexation  " — a  word  fre- 
quently used  in  the  following  pages — ^a  word  which 
should  never  be  connected  with  "  party  "  where  its 
reahsation  is  meant  for  the  good  of  mankind.  Think- 
ing of  the  great  Canning's  remark  about  the  tremen- 
dous power  Great  Britain  is  destined  to  wield  in  the 
world,  it  is  almost  impossible  not  to  fall  in  with  Paley's 
observation  on  the  cases  in  which  the  extension  of 
territory  may  be  of  real  advantage  to  both  parties. 
The  moral  and  poUtical  Archdeacon  writes  of  the  case 
where  **  neighbouring  states'*— one  of  them  Upper 
Burma,  for  instance — "  being  severally  too  small  and 
weak  to  defend  themselves  against  the  dangers  that 
surround  them,  can  only  be  safe  by  a  strict  and  con- 
stant junction  of  their  strength :  here  conquest  will 
^ffp'*^  fhpi  pii^'^qpq  ^^  '•opffirle^ation  p'lf'  alliance  ;   ^inH 
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the  union  which  it  produces  is  often  more  close  and* 
permanent   than   that  which  results   from   voluntary 
association.' 

This  is  a  very  ** pithy**  sentence  and  one  well 
worthy  of  study.  How  could  Upper  Burma  ever  keep 
back  China,  or  Russia,  or,  perhaps,  Germany-if  she 
is  to  be  allied  with  the  flowery  land — single-handed, 
and  probably  with  a  hostile  league  of  tribes  against  the 
Golden  Foot,  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  northward  ? 

When  a  much  younger  man,  the  Author  was  all  in 
favour  of  annexation.  Like  many  other  sanguine 
patriots,  he  thought  we  should  be  everywhere,  and 
annex  every  country  that  fell  out  with  us ;  but  time 
has  sobered  down  his  ambitious  views ;  and  he  now 
adopts  the  more  Conservative  principle  of  non-inter- 
ference, when  it  can  possibly  be  adopted  without  in- 
jury to  our  prestige.  On  the  point  of  annexing  only  a 
part  of  a  country,  the  writer,  it  will  be  seen,  has 
expressed  his  decided  views.  He  may  further  add 
that,  as  Euclid  teaches  us — "  the  whole  is  greater 
than  its  part  "  ;  so,  in  political  result,  the  axiom  is — 
If  annexation  rrmst  come,  the  whole  is  safer  than  a 
part !  Commercial  activity  and  enterprise  also  are 
seldom  safe  when  dealing  with  fractions. 

The  fourth  part  of  his  work  will  probably  possess 
more  interest  for  the  general  reader  and  the  merchant 
than  the  others.  To  get  a  good  general  knowledge  of 
Burma,  the  Author  must  refer  his  readers  to  the 
interesting  volumes  of  Colonel  Yule,  General  Fytch'e, 
Dr.  Mason,  Dr.  Anderson,  Captain  Forbes,  and  a  few 
others  of  less   pretensions,  such  as  Surgeon-General 
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Grordon,  Colonel  McMahon,  and  Mr.  Wyllie  (in  his 
*' Essay  on  the  External  Policy  of  India").  Mr.  St. 
Barbe,  in  reviewing  the  latter  book,  which  has  "  no- 
thing specially  to  do  with  Burma,"  says  that  the  essays 
are  "  valuable  for  the  most  part  as  expounding  a  policy 
which  is  fast  becoming  effete — the  policy  of  masterly 
inactivity,  which  their  author  was  the  first  to  designate 
and  describe."  Of  course,  in  times  like  the  present, 
when  so  much  ambition  among  European  Powers  is 
afloat,  "  masterly  inactivity  "  is  simply  ridiculous  and 
impossible, 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  commerce  in  Burma,  and  its 
enemy,  the  eccentric,  cruel,  and  obstructive  King 
Theebau,  have  received  the  attention  they  deserve. 
Doubtless,  there  is  a  brighter  day  at  hand  for  the 
country,  at  which,  of  course,  London,  Liverpool,  Glas- 
gow, and  Calcutta — above  all,  Rangoon — will  especially 
and  naturally  rejoice.  The  foreign  trade  of  British 
Burma — unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  Eastern  Asia — 
notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  under  which  it  has 
recently  laboured,  affords  a  prospect  most  bright  and 
advancing. 

In  conclusion,  the  author  is  pleased  at  being  able 
to  add  to  the  utility  of  his  work  by  giving  an  excellent 
map  by  that  safe  and  experienced  geographer,  Mr. 
Trelawney  Saunders.  With  reference  to  the  numerous 
plans  and  sketches  which  enriched  his  former  volumes 
— among  the  artists  being  Lieutenant  (now  Major- 
General*)  Alexander  Fraser,  of  the  Bengal  Engineers, 

•  R.E.,  and  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India.  To  this 
officer  the  author  was  indebted  for  military  sketches  of  Shw^- 
gyeen  and  Gk)ngoh. 
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whose  light-houses  and  other  engineering  works  will 
ever  honourably  connect  his  name  with  British  Burma 
— only  two  illustrations  have  been  selected — the  scene 
Donabew,  where  the  greatest  of  all  Burmese  generals 
died,  and  where  a  distinguished  British  general  of  the 
present  day  first  saw  active  service — which  will  give 
some  idea  of  Burmese  forest  or  jungle  warfare. 


W.  F.  B.  L. 


1,  Oxford  Oarden$,  London,  W. 
December  1879. 
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Page    17)  line  14.     For  Irawady  read  Iraw&di,  the  correct  spelling  of    the 

great  river,  which  is,  in  the  original  Sanskrit,  Airdvati, 
feminine    of    the    god    Indra's    elephant,   from   atra, 
'*  moisture,"  and  vatif  **  like." — See  Aah^  PyM,  p.  81. 
„       44,  line  82.     For  Ma  read  Maha,  Bandoola. 

«,     170,  note.         For  Thebau  read  Theebau  ;  and /or  Santama  read  Gtiatama. 
„     174,  note.         For  peninsular  read  peninsula. 
„     357,  line  11.     For  something  wrong  read  considerable  difficulty  in  the 

framing  of  the  Burmese  Treaty  of  1862,  Ac. 
„     890,  line  12.     For  Bamathayu  read  Ramathayn. 
„     393,  line  17.     For  Meuhla  read  Menhla,  or  Minhla. 

KoTB.— A  distinguished  London  critic  pointed  out  an  error  in  the  author's 
rendering  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  MoozufEer,"  as  applied  to  one  of  the 
grand  old  East  India  Company's  frigates.  It  does  not  signify  a  "  traveller," 
bat  ''victorious,"  which  is  written,  in  the  original  Arabic,  Muzaffar.  The 
word  Mutdfir,  *'  a  traveller,"  is  Arabic  also,  which  in  this  case  was  wrongly 
applied.     (Page  187,  line  8.) 
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It  is  still  an  interesting  problem  to  solve,  whether  the  Mon- 
golian race^  up  to  the  present  time^  has  retarded  the  beneficial 
progress  of  the  world.  Taking  an  extensive  yet  fair  view  of 
the  question^  the  mind  is  puzzled  by  its  numerous  intricacies^ 
till  at  length  we  are  obliged  to  fall  back  on  a  somewhat  similar 
conclusion  formed  by  Gibbon  regarding  the  Mogul  Empire,* 
that^  perhaps^  it  has  been  rather  the  scourge  than  the  bene- 
factor of  mankind.  From  childhood  we  learn  the  lesson  that 
war  is  only  justifiable  when  defensive  and  unavoidable,  not 
when  it  is  offensive  and  unnecessary.  Common  sense  teaches  us 
that  the  barter  of  commodities  is  "  necessarily  coeval  with  the 
first  formation  of  society,"  and  that  trade  and  commerce  form 


•  The  Mogul  Empire  generally.  We  agree  with  the  author  of  "  Burma,  Past 
and  Present,"  in  considering  the  Mogul  dynasty  in  India  a  misnomer,  as 
Baber  and  his  descendants  were  not  Moguls,  but  of  the  kindred  race  of  Turks. 
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the  very  key-stone  of  progressive  civilisation.  In  the  matters 
of  war  and  barter,  therefore,  the  Mongolian  race  has  been 
largely  to  blame,  inasmuch  as  it  has  given  to  the  world  far 
too  much  of  the  one  and  far  too  little  of  the  other.  Welling- 
tons and  Richard  Cobdens  have  been  required  from  time  im- 
memorial in  Asia.  And  yet,  perhaps,  had  similar  luminaries, 
especially  during  the  last  two  centuries,  for  their  hour,  become 
lords  of  the  ascendant  in  China  and  Chin-India  (or  Indo- 
China),  a  bombastic  general  of  the  flowery  land  could  never 
have  mastered  the  art  of  war  on  just  principles,  nor  an  arrogant 
Burmese  sovereign  the  soothing  influences  and  mighty  advan- 
tages of  free  trade.  Of  course  a  strong  natural  love  of  exclu- 
sion lies  at  the  root  of  the  evil ;  and  this  is  more  evident  in  the 
Mongolian  race  than  among  the  other  varieties  of  mankind. 

Friendly  relations  with  Eastern  countries,  among  us,  as  with 
other  European  empires  and  kingdoms,  have  ever  been  few  and 
far  between.  Even  in  Europe  shrewd  and  practical  statesmen 
know  well  that  what  is  styled  "  a  supposed  community  of  in- 
terest ''  must  form  a  chief  ingredient  in  the  friendships,  and 
especially  in  the  commercial  relations,  of  empires  and  states ; 
and  not  balancing  this  consideration  properly,  the  result  must 
ever  be  a  monopolizing  tendency,  which  must  in  the  end  gene- 
rally lead  to  war.  Of  course  this  is  very  lamentable,  and  very 
derogatory  to  human  nature;  but  it  cannot  be  helped,  particu- 
larly in  the  case  of  nations  less  civilised  than  our  own. 

It  is  curious  to  think  what  the  result  would  now  have  been 
had  the  little  band  of  zealots  who,  tired  of  the  excellent  yet 
bare  morality  of  Confucius,  left  China,  early  in  the  Christian 
era,  in  search  of  a  new  religion,  brought  back  (65  a.d.),  instead 
of  Buddhism  from  India,  Christianity  from  Palestine.  There 
is  one  thing  almost  certain,  that,  were  the  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  Chinese  (Buddhists),  and  say  the  eight  or  ten  millions 
.  T^do-Chinese,  Christians  at  the  present  time,  there  would 
,v  tu.  ilmost  entire  absence  of  a  deep  love  of  seclusion  among 
-\\tnr  '  flip  pris9P«<iioTi  of  an  ^^a^'^T  and  continual  thirst  fr^r  bar^^T* 
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on  the  largest  scale ;  no  fear  to  zealous  members  of  the  Senate 
regarding  the  crippled  finances  of  India^  and^  perhaps^  Chinese 
Burmese^  and  Siamese  firms  in  London  rivalling  the  British 
houses. 

But  China  and  Indo-China  are  still  Buddhistical^  and  India 
is  still  the  land  of  the  Veda  and  the  Koran — the  principle  of 
life  apparently  still  so  strong  within  these  creeds  as  to  make  it 
difficult  to  think  when  they  are  to  perish.  So  we  proceed  at 
once  to  give  some  popular  information  regarding  our  Burmese 
wars  and  relations  with  Burma. 

As  early  as  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  Burmese 
had  conquered  the  inhabitants  of  Pegu,  their  former  masters, 
and  had  established  a  strong  independence.  This  brave  and 
warlike  nation  speedily  assumed  a  high  rank  in  the  East.  The 
Burmese  accession  of  power  and  territory  naturally  produced 
a  desire  for  increased  traffic ;  and,  as  regards  the  British,  about 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century — not  many  years  after 
the  surgeon,  Boughton,  had  done  his  country  service  by  obtain- 
ing for  the  English  nation  permission  to  traffic,  free  of  duty, 
in  Bengal — our  trade  with  Burma  flourished  to  a  considerable 
extent.  Grain,  oil,  timber,  ivory,  and  other  valuable  com- 
modities, were  not  to  be  neglected  in  the  early  fervour  of  com- 
mercial speculation. 

The  fertile  delta  of  that  magnificent  river,  the  Irawady,  was 
visited  by  our  countrymen  under  great  disadvantages.  The 
European  barbarians — ^for  the  offensive  term  was  used  in  the 
same  sense  by  Burmese  and  Chinese — dared  not  sail  up  the 
Rangoon  river,  or  any  other  of  Burma^s  noble  waters,  without 
acknowledging  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Lord  of  the  White 
and  all  other  Elephants,  whose  trunks  '^put  a  girdle  roimd 
about  the  earth,''  while  under  the  shade  of  their  master's  golden 
umbrella  the  spheres  steadily  and  gracefully  reposed.  But  our 
merchants  too  frequently  made  respect  for  local  authorities  a 
secondary  consideration,  which,  perhaps,  first  inclined  the  higher 
order  of  Burmese  to  look  upon  us  in  no  very  favourable  light. 

1  • 
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Par  different  was  the  conduct  of  the  early  servants  of  the  East 
India  Company.  These  functionaries,  we  are  told,  knew  well 
how  to  humour  the  Burmese  national  vanity;  and  even  go- 
vernors of  Fort  St.  George  addressed  the  "  Golden  Feet "  in 
terms  of  great  humility.  An  old  letter  has  recently  been  dis- 
interred, filled  with  what  the  writers  in  the  "  Spectator/' 
had  the  gorgeous  epistle  come  in  their  way,  might  have  de- 
nounced as  a  brilliant  example  of  an  eflFort  to  be  ridiculous  for 
a  political  purpose.  It  is  impossible  to  mistake  the  ''  studied 
ornaments  of  style  ''*  in  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Higginson, 
E^q.,  &c..  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  to  the  King  of  Ava, 
dated  the  10th  September  1695. 

*'  To  His  Imperial  Majesty,  who  blesseth  the  noble  city  of 
Ava  with  his  Presence,  Emperour  of  Emperours,  and  excelling 
the  Kings  of  the  East  and  of  the  West  in  glory  and  honour,  the 
clear  firmament  of  Virtue,  the  fountain  of  Justice,  the  perfec- 
tion of  Wisdom,  the  Lord  of  Charity,  and  Protector  of  the 
Distressed ;  the  first  mover  in  the  Sphere  of  Greatness,  Presi- 
dent in  Council,  Victorious  in  War ;  who  feareth  none,  and  is 
feared  by  all :  Center  of  the  Treasures  of  the  Earth,  and  of 
the  Sea,  Lord  Proprietor  of  Gold  and  Silver,  Rubys,  Amber, 
and  all  precious  Jewells,  favoured  by  Heaven,  and  honoured  by 
Men,  whose  brightness  shines  through  the  World,  as  the  light 
of  the  Sun,  and  whose  great  name  will  be  preserved  in  per- 
petual memory.    •     .     . 

.  .  .  "Your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  your 
especial  favours  to  the  Honourable  English  Company,  whose 
Servant  I  am ;  and  now  send  to  present  before  the  footstool  of 
your  Throne  a  few  toys,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's goodness,  which  I  beg  your  Majesty  to  accept ;  and  to 
vouchsafe  an  Audience  to  my  Servants,  and  a  gracious  Answer 
to  my  Petition.** 


•  « 


Speotator/'  essay  on  **  Metaphors." 
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Let  us  now  hear  the  object  of  the  petition,  one  of  curious 
interest  at  the  present  time. 

"  I  humbly  pray  your  Majesty^s  fountain  of  goodness  to  con- 
tinue your  wonted  favours  to  the  Right  Honourable  English 
Company,  and  to  permit  our  Factors  to  buy  and  sell,  in  such 
Commoditys,  and  under  such  Priviledges,  as  your  Royal  bounty 
shall  please  to  grant ;  and  allow  us  such  conveniencys,  as  are 
necessary  for  the  repair  of  Shipps,  whereby  I  shall  be  en- 
couraged to  send  my  Shipps  yearly  to  your  Majesty's  Port, 
having  orders  firom  the  Honourable  Company,  to  send  Shipps 
and  Factors  into  all  parts  of  India,  when  their  Service  re- 
quires it/' 

It  was  well  said,  early  in  1852,  "  We  shall  look  with  addi- 
tional interest  for  the  Burmese  Blue  Book,  that  we  may  have 
an  opportomity  of  comparing  the  humble,  cringing,  obsequious 
memorial  presented  by  the  Agent  of  the  Governor,  on  his 
knees,  to  the  Lord  of  the  White  Elephant,  with  the  cold  and 
imperious  missive  of  the  present  Governor- General.  These  two 
letters  would  of  themselves  form  no  incorrect  index  of  the 
difference  between  the  Company  Bahadoor,  as  a  pedlar,  and 
as  an  emperor.^' 

And  now,  before  inviting  the  reader's  attention  to  a  slight 
historical  retrospect,  let  us  ask  him  to  turn  to  the  map  of  Asia, 
and  mark  how  the  country  of  Arakan  and  the  province  of 
Chittagong  are  situated  relatively  to  Calcutta  and  the  coun- 
tries of  Ava  and  Pegu. 

Every  one  knows  that  the  Portuguese  were  the  first  regular 
European  traders  in  India,  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Many  of  these  adventurers,  about  the  year  1600,  had  settled 
on  the  coast  of  Chittagong  and  Arakan.  Ten  years  after  their 
arrival,  the  Portuguese  and  Arakanese,  acting  in  concert  against 
the  Subahdar  of  Bengal,  agreed  to  invade  his  Subah  by  land 
and  by  water.  The  limited  forces  went  boldly  to  the  attack ; 
but  the  invaders  were  entirely  defeated.  The  perfidious  com- 
mander persuaded  the  Governor  of  the  Portuguese  settlement 
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in  India^  who  resided  at  Goa,  to  equip  a  large  fleet,  and  upon 
its  arrival  on  the  coast  Gonzales  joined  the  admiral  in  attacking 
the  city  of  Arakan.  They  were  repulsed  with  great  loss, 
reckoning  their  naval  leader  among  the  killed,  while  the  cap- 
tain escaped  to  the  island  of  Sundeep,  defeated,  disgraced,  and 
ruined.  It  is  remarked,  by  a  competent  authority,  that  the 
attempt  of  the  Arakanese  to  revenge  themselves  against  the 
inhabitants  of  Sundeep  and  all  the  neighbouring  coasts,  with 
succeeding  inroads  of  a  similar  nature,  created  the  Soonder- 
buns,*  which  region  once  flourished  as  the  abode  of  wealthy 
and  industrious  men. 

We  next  hear  that  the  Assamese,  occupying  a  fertile  country 
to  the  north  of  Ava,  were  repulsed,  and  the  Arakanese  driven 
off  by  the  occupants  of  Sundeep,  to  secure  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  Bengal.  It  is  curious  to  compare  the  progress  of  an 
expedition  set  on  foot  by  Meer  Joomla,  the  Subahdar,  in  the 
year  1661,  against  Assam,  with  the  British  martial  adventures 
during  the  first  Burmese  war.  Having  crossed  the  Brahma- 
pootra, with  his  stores  and  provisions,  at  Rungamutty,  Meer 
Joomla,  forming  a  road  as  he  went,t  marched  his  army  by  land. 
The  march  was  tedious,  seldom  exceeding  one  or  two  miles  a 
day;  the  army  was  harassed  by  the  enemy.  Meer  Joomla 
shared  every  privation  with  the  troops.  At  length,  coming  to 
conclusions,  the  Mogul  army  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of 
the  Assamese.  Their  Rajah  fled  into  the  mountains,  and  many 
of  the  chiefs  swore  allegiance  to  the  conquerors.  Meer  Joomla, 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  triumph,  contemplated  planting  the 
Mahomedan  flag  on  the  walls  of  Pekin.  But  reverses  now  fell 
upon  the  Mussulman.     The  valley  of  the  Brahmapootra,  from 


*    *  History  of  Bengal,"  by  MarBhman,  p.  89. 

'  This  system  of  makiDg  war  in  a  wild  country  wfiw  much  in  favour  with 
-  o  late  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  be  ascribed  Sir  Harry  Smith's  failure  at  *he 
.«.f^«  -v#  0^yru\  TTn7*A  Antir^lv  to  his  nerfe'^t  o^  so  sp^Wt^ry  **  Tjro^***"*^". 
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the  violence  of  the  rains  which  set  in^  became  one  vast  sheet  of 
water.  The  cavalry  were  rendered  useless  by  want  of  forage, 
and  the  enemy  cut  off  the  provisions  of  the  invaders.  At 
length  dire  pestilence  ravaged  the  camp ;  but  with  the  change 
of  season  the  land  dried,  disease  disappeared,  the  Moguls  re- 
gained health  and  courage,  and,  resuming  the  offensive,  forced 
the  Bajah  to  solicit  peace.  Meer  Joomla  was  happy  to  grant 
this,  for  he  was  suffering  from  disease  brought  on  by  exposure. 

A  large  sum  of  money  was  paid  to  the  Moguls ;  but  yet  was 
Assam  unconquered. 

Burmese  supremacy  over  the  once  independent  kingdom  of 
Pegu  continued  till  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  Peguese  (or  Peguers*),  however,  having  obtained  assist- 
ance from  the  Dutch  and  Portuguese,  at  length  took  up  arms 
against  their  oppressors,  gained  many  victories,  reduced  the 
far-famed  capital,  Ava,  and  took  prisoner  Dweepdee,  the  last  of 
a  long  line  of  Burmese  kings.f 

But  the  fallen  people  were  naturally  too  brave  and  energetic 
to  remain  long  in  a  state  of  vassalage.  The  history  of  Euro- 
pean countries  presents  us  with  more  than  one  instance  of  a 
nation  long  prostrate  throwing  off  a  foreign  yoke  through  the 
powerful  and  seemingly  magical  agency  of  one  man ;  and  such 
a  fortune  Burma  was  destined  to  realise.  About  the  year  1753, 
Alompra,  the  hunter,  arose.  He  was  a  man  of  humble  birth, 
but  through  the  exercise  of  an  indomitable  will  acquired  the 


*  They  are  also  styled  Pegaans,  whom  the  Burmese  call  Talains  or  Talaings. 
The  Burmese,  Karens  and  Shans  are  the  other  chief  distinct  races. 

t  Bonna  Delia,  or  Beings  Delia,  the  Pegu  Sovereign,  after  the  conquest  of 
Ava  returned  to  his  own  country.  "  Renegade  Dutch  "  and  "  Native  Portu- 
guese" are  the  terms  applied  to  the  European  powers  above  noted.  We 
mention  this  because  "  the  Portuguese,  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
assisted  the  Burmans  in  their  wars  against  the  Peguese,  and  continued  to 
exercise  an  influence  in  the  Burman  and  Peg^i  countries,  and  still  greater  in 
Arracan." — "  Account  of  the  Burman  Empire." 
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possession  of  a  fort  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital.  At 
first  he  carried  on  a  sort  of  guerilla  warfare  against  his  enemies 
the  Peguese^  and  his  forces  speedily  increasing^  he  suddenly 
attacked  and  took  Ava.  Alompra  afterwards  invaded  Pegu, 
became  master  of  its  capital,  extinguished  the  Pegu  or  Talaing 
dynasty,  and  founded  the  great  empire  which  has  existed  to 
this  day  (1852).  It  was  during  Alorapra's  reign  that  the 
British  Government  was  first  brought  into  political  relation- 
ship with  the  Kings  of  Burma. 

During  the  war  of  conquest  against  the  Peguese,  we  find  the 
French  and  English  traders  playing  conspicuous  parts.  M. 
Bourno,  beyond  the  Ganges,  appears  to  have  been  as  zealous  in 
his  way  as  was  the  great  Dupleix  when  in  his  glory  at  Chan- 
demagore  or  Pondicherry.  The  former,  no  doubt,  had  an  eye 
to  the  acquisition  on  the  part  of  France  of  the  capitals  of 
Ava  and  Pegu,  while  the  latter  plodded  over  his  favourite 
scheme  of  reducing  Madras  and  Calcutta  to  their  original 
condition  of  fishing  towns.  The  Frenchman  intrigued  with 
both  parties;  the  Englishman,  Mr.  Brooke,*  declared  for 
Alompra. 

Alompra  appears  to  have  entertained  considerable  respect 
for  the  English  character,  notwithstanding  that  the  conduct  of 
some  of  Brooke's  countrymen  was  highly  discreditable;  and  it 
is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  great  Burmese  leader  participated 
in  the  massacre  of  the  English  at  Negrais,  on  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober 1759.  This  tragedy  seems  to  have  been  brought  about 
through  a  combination  of  French  treachery  and  jealousy.  The 
massacre  was  contrived  by  an  Armenian  named  Gregory,  who, 
jealous  of  the  growing  influence  of  the  English,  found  a  ready 
agent  in  a  young  Frenchman  named  Lavine.  This  Lavine  had 
been  left  by  his  treacherous  friend,  Bourno,  as  a  hostage,  during 
one  of  the  pretended  negotiations  with  Alompra. 


<_j/>. .  ..  Vt^i-**'*     *"-b*-  '   V"*-     •oTnrkon^p  |»l»i^^  V^mK**^  o***.*^**"" 
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Lavine  aud  Gregory  projected  the  extermination  of  the 
English  in  Burma.  At  an  entertainment  given  by  one  Southby, 
the  successor  of  Brooke,  a  Portuguese  interpreter,  well  known 
to  Lavine,  was  present  as  a  guest.  At  a  signal  given  during 
the  evening  the  room  was  filled  with  armed  men.  Southby 
and  his  English  friends  were  instantly  murdered,  and  soon  after 
all  the  Indian  servants  of  the  factory,  upwards  of  one  hundred 
in  number,  shared  a  similar  fate.  The  guns  of  the  fort  were 
turned  on  the  British  ships  by  Lavine,  who  of  course  gloried 
in  having  performed  the  chief  part  in  a  treacherous  and 
cowardly  act,  while  he  beheld  our  vessels  steering  for  Bengal. 
Happily  in  the  latter  part  of  our  Eastern  possessions  events 
were  occurring  of  a  cheerful  character. 

Since  the  commencement  of  1757  Admiral  Watson  and  Clive 
had  regained  Calcutta,  Chandemagore  had  been  taken  from 
the  French,  Plassey  had  been  won,  and  in  the  same  year  as  the 
above  massacre  Clive  wrote  his  famous  note  previous  to  the 
entire  defeat  of  the  Dutch  at  Chinsurah : — 

"  Deab  Porde, — Fight  them  immediately ;  I  will  send  you 
the  Order  in  Council  to-morrow.^'* 

It  was  not  long  after  Clive  had  fixed  the  destiny  of  India 
that  the  famous  Alompra  died.f  One  of  his  last  actions  was 
to  invade  Siam,  a  great  valley  at  the  head  of  a  wide  gulf,  shut 
in  by  two  ranges  of  mountains.  Death  arrested  the  sword  of 
the  conqueror  just  as  he  had  commenced  the  siege  of  the  capital. 
It  was  left  for  future  adventurers  to  possess  the  rich  plain  of 
Siam.  The  inhabitants  of  this  country,  unlike  the  Burmese, 
are   indolent  and  wanting  in  courage.     It  was,  therefore,  in 


•  Clive  received  the  Colonel's  letter  while  he  was  playing  at  cards.  With- 
out quitting  the  table,  he  wrote  the  reply  in  pencil.  (History.)  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  shortest  order  to  fight  a  battle  ever  written, — no  words  lost,  all 
to  the  point. 

t  I5th  May  1760. 
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their  destiny  to  become  the  prey  of  the  valiant   and    enter- 
prising. 

For  many  years  afker  the  affair  at  Negrais^  English  traders 
confined  their  operations  to  Rangoon^  "  where  traffic  with  the 
natives  was  comparatively  uninterrupted,  except  when  the  ships 
were  impressed  by  the  Burmese  to  be  employed  as  transports 
during  successive  Pegu  rebellions/' 

Shemburen  (or  Shembuan),  who  may  be  said  to  have  suc- 
ceeded Alompra,  crushed  one  of  these  serious  revolts.  He 
further  added  to  the  glory  of  the  empire  by  defeating  a  large 
army  of  Chinese ;  but  failed  in  an  attempt  to  possess  the  terri- 
tory of  Siam,  excepting  that  part  which  is  at  present  styled 
the  Tcnasserin  Provinces,  including  Mergui.*  Shemburen's 
brother  afterwards  succeeded  in  annexing  the  province  of 
Arakan,t  reaching  about  five  hundred  miles  along  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  to  the  Burmese  Empire,  which 
now  embraced  Ava,  Arakan,  Pegu,  a  portion  of  Siam,  and 
various  minor  territories  bordering  on  the  British  possessions. 
The  town  and  district  of  Chittagong  had  been  finally  lost  to 
the  Arakanese  in  1666,  and  annexed  to  the  Subah  of  Bengal. 

The  Burmese  and  British  territories  now  coming  into  con- 
tact, a  series  of  misunderstandings  commenced ;  the  seeds  of 
future  war  were  sown.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  dispute  con- 
cerning some  refugees  from  Arakan,  who  had,  about  the  year 
1794,  found  their  way  into  the  British  territory.  Colonel  Symes 
was  sent  by  the  Bengal  Government  on  a  mission  to  the  Court 
of  Ava.  His  object  was  to  establish  '^  amicable  relations  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  and  especially  to  procure  for  British 


*  Our  landing  at  Rangoon  in  1824  gave  the  Siamese  hopes  of  recovering 
these  lost  possessions,  which  our  capture  of  them  entirely  destroyed. 

\  This  was  the  work  of  the  famous  Minderajee  Praw,  fourth  son  of  Alompra, 
'wno,  in  1783  (corresponding  with  the  Burman  year  1145),  sent  a  fleet  of  boats 
Acrainst,  and  conquered  Arakan.    The  surrender  of  Cheduba,  Bamree,  pnd  the 

:ii>r>iraii  TQirtq."  ^oi^nwed  the  conquest. 
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traders  immunity  from  the  oppression  and  extortion  to  which 
they  were  constantly  exposed  in  their  visits  to  Burmese  ports/' 
By  the  treaty  thus  concluded^  this  oppression  and  extortion  was 
lessened ;  but  only  for  a  short  time. 

Some  years  after  the  mission^  about  1811,  a  serious  rebel- 
lion having  broken  out  in  Arakan^  the  King  of  Ava  believed 
that  it  had  been  instigated  by  the  English^  and  accordingly 
laid  an  embargo  on  all  British  vessels  at  Rangoon. 

Here  was  sufficient  cause  for  hostilities.  But  the  cost  of 
the  wars  in  India,  promoted  during  the  government  of  the 
Marquis  Wellesley,  had  rendered  it  imperative  upon  the  local 
rulers  who  succeeded  him  to  avoid  such  an  expensive  alterna- 
tive j  and  another  mission  was,  therefore,  in  the  first  instance, 
preferred.  What  other  inference  could  an  ignorant  and  iso- 
lated potentate  draw  from  this  apparent  acceptance  of  indignity 
than  that  the  English  were  powerless  to  resent,  or  rated  an 
amicable  intercourse  with  Burma  too  highly  to  risk  a  perma- 
nent rupture  ?  He  mistook  a  prudent  policy  for  fear,  founded 
on  inherent  weakness,  and  his  arrogance  proportionately  in- 
creased. At  first  his  designs  were  cloaked  by  an  appearance 
of  inaction,  and  the  time  of  the  British  Indian  Government  was 
too  much  occupied  by  the  quarrels  with  Nepaul  and  the  Mah- 
rattas,  to  allow  of  its  watching  the  movements  of  any  Power  in 
the  south-east.  But  gradually  the  King  of  the  White  Elephant 
unfolded  his  schemes  of  aggrandisement,  invaded  Assam,  re- 
duced Munnipoor*  through  the  agency  of  his  general,  one 
Bandoola,  and,  although  at  peace  with  the  British,  sent  troops 
into  the  Company's  territories,  oppressed  our  traders,  and  in- 
sulted our  flag  and  country  in  every  possible  way. 

Thus  we  were  forced  into  preventing  the  future  encroach- 
ments of  a  very  warlike  and  ambitious  neighbour  whose  "  arro- 
gant pretensions  and  restless  character''  had  so  frequently 
interrupted   the   peaceful  relations   subsisting   between  India 


*  Then  an  independent  state  lying  between  Bnrma  and  Assam. 
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and  Burma,  keeping  "  the  frontier  provinces  in  constant  dread 
and  danger  of  invasion/'  Then  we  were  just  beginning  to 
learn  that  in  India  we  must  be  *^  everything,  or  nothing/' 

At  this  juncture  Lord  Amherst  landed  in  Calcutta,  on  the 
Ist  of  August  1823,  as  Governor-General  of  India.  He  gave 
his  immediate  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  Burmese.  An 
explanation  was  demanded  of  the  numerous  offences  committed 
against  the  British  Government ;  but  the  haughty  and  inde- 
pendent reply  betrayed  a  spirit  of  aggression,  and  every  attempt 
at  an  honourable  and  satisfactory  adjustment  was  met  with 
scornful  silence.  The  Governor-General  then  declared  war 
against  the  Burmese.  The  declaration  was  dated  the  5th  of 
March  1 824,  and  operations  commenced  by  the  advance  of  a 
British  force,  which  had  been  collected  at  Goalparah,  into 
Assam,  while  arrangements  were  made  to  vigorously  prosecute 
the  war  in  other  quarters.  We  should  state  that  the  Assamese 
were  subjugated  by  the  Burmese  in  1822,  when  their  General 
was  proclaimed  Rajah  of  Assam,  subordinate  to  the  Emperor 
of  Ava. 

It  will  give  some  idea  of  how  British  tenure  of  India  was 
valued  by  the  Rajah  of  Burdwan  at  this  period,  to  relate  that 
at  the  time  of  the  Burmese  war  Lord  Amherst  asked  the 
Rajah  for  a  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  promising  to  repay 
it  at  the  end  of  twenty-five  years.  The  Rajah  declined,  saying, 
he  did  not  know  whether  twenty-five  years  hence  the  Company 
would  possess  the  country.  And  now  commenced  the  most 
expensive  and  harassing  war  in  which  the  British  had  ever 
been  engaged  in  India.  Almost  totally  imacquainted  with  the 
character  and  resources  of  the  country  into  which  our  arms 
were  to  be  carried — ^unaware  of  the  nature  of  the  climate, 
which  in  the  marshy  districts  scarcely  yielded  to  Walcheren  in 
the  pestiferous  quality  of  the  atmosphere — the  Government 
^Ky^i^w^A  ipon  its  arrangements  with  a  recklessness  of  expense, 
Mxy    i  tJ"-'^'»or»H  of  the  future,  whi*^!?   ignioraT^^'^   "Triicrht  o/»pmmt 
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Steam^  at  this  time^  had  scarcely  asserted  its  wonderful 
agency.  As  an  engine  of  war  it  was  certainly  unknown  every- 
where, although  steamers  peacefully  traversed  all  the  rivers  of 
Great  Britain  and  some  parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe ;  and 
in  India,  so  backward  had  been  the  endeavours  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  honour  the  enterprise  of  "James  Watt/*  that  not 
more  than  two  or  three  vessels  had  begun  to  boil  and  bubble 
through  the  seas  which  washed  the  coasts  of  Coromandel  and 
of  Burma.  Slow-sailing  trading-vessels  were  consequently  the 
only  means  of  transport  available  for  one  portion  of  the  army 
destined  to  invade  Burma;  and  such  were  the  difficulties  of 
the  country  lying  between  Calcutta  and  Arakan,  that  the  other 
part  of  the  force,  despatched  by  land,  was  three  months  in 
reaching  its  destination. 

Rangoon,  situated  on  a  branch  of  the  Irawady  called  the 
Rangoon  river,  about  thirty  miles  from  the  sea,  was  captured 
by  the  British  in  May  1824,  and  a  movement  was  soon  after- 
wards made  into  the  interior;  for  the  Governor-General  of 
India  had  resolved  to  dictate  terras  to  the  haughty  Burmese 
ruler  only  at  his  capital,  in  presence  of  an  army  prepared  to 
dethrone  him  as  the  penalty  of  refusal.  A  gallant  and  stubborn 
resistance  was  made  by  the  Burmese  throughout  the  war,  which 
actually  lasted  nearly  two  years. 

About  the  opposing  array  not  the  least  interesting  feature 
was  that  of  a  body  of  eight  thousand  Shans  forming  a  part  of 
it.  These  were  opposed  to  the  British  in  1825  ;  and  the  troops 
were  accompanied  by  three  young  and  handsome  women  of 
rank,  who  were  believed  to  be  prophetesses  and  invulnerable. 
These  females  rode  on  horseback  at  the  head  of  the  troops, 
encouraging  them  to  victory.  At  length  they  were  utterly  de- 
feated, and  two  of  the  heroines  were  killed  in  action.  The 
Ranee  of  Jhansi  in  1857-58  appears  to  have  had  something  of 
this  mysterious  bravery  about  her. 

Formidable  stockades,  consisting  entirely  of  timber,  every- 
where presented  a  barrier  to  our  advance,  and  cover  to  the 
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enemy^  who  employed  musketry  and  cannon  as  well  as  the  more 
savage  implements  of  war  in  the  prolonged  contest.  The  heavy 
periodical  rains^  flooding  the  land^  impeded  operations  for  several 
months ;  and  during  this  period  of  inaction  disease^  the  result  of 
malaria^  penetrated  the  British  camp^  and  nearly  decimated  the  re- 
giments. Not  less  than  one-half  the  invading  force  was  destroyed 
by  the  combined  agencies  of  fever  and  patriotic  resistance. 

It  appears  by  a  return  drawn  up  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kelly,  the  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  that  during  the  first  year 
8^  per  cent,  of  the  troops  were  killed  in  action,  while  45  per 
cent,  perished  &om  disease.  In  the  ensuing  year  the  mortaUty 
from  the  same  causes  had  decreased  one-half;  but  the  total  loss 
during  the  war  amounted  to  72^  per  cent,  of  the  troops  engaged. 
There  were  present  at  Rangoon  on  the  1st  of  January  1825, 

■ 

oflScers  included : — 

\  Artillery,  including  rocket-troops  .  1,071 
j  European  infantry  ....  4,146 
i  Native  infantry,  &c 7,628 


• 


Total     .         .         .     12,845  men. 

At  Arakan  and  the  South-east  Frontier,  on  the  Ist  February 
1825,  there  were  9,937;  and  at  Prome,  on  the  11th  August  of 
the  same  year,  12,110.  The  loss  from  the  commencement  to 
the  close  of  the  war  was : — 

Grand  total  of  oflBcers 
Native  commissioned     . 
Non-commissioned  rank 
and  file,  Europeans 
Ditto,  Natives 
Extra,  killed,  deceased,  and  missing 

Total  casualties         .         .         .     5,078 
(According  to  the  Deputy  Adjutant-G^neraPs  return,  5,080.) 


Killed.        Deceased. 

24             41     = 

65 

6             28     = 

34 

105        8,029     = 

3,134 

90        1,305     = 

1,395 

missing 

450 
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The  mortality  was  frightful ;  the  country,  devastated  or  un- 
friendly, yielded  nothing  in  the  way  of  sustenance  to  the 
troops,  and  supplies  were  therefore  continually  forwarded  from 
India,  increasing  the  cost  fearfully,  and  rendering  the  condition 
of  the  army  extremely  precarious.  By  dint  of  perseverance, 
and  the  courage  which  never  deserts  British  or  native  troops, 
ably  commanded,  and  with  a  grand  object  in  view,  Assam, 
Arakan,  and  Mergui,  fell  into  our  hands ;  the  Burmese  were  de- 
feated at  Prome,  on  the  Irawady,  and  elsewhere ;  and  the  troops 
approaching  Ava,  the  monarch,  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  losing 
his  capital,  and  perhaps  his  empire,  met  them  at  Yandaboo,  where 
he  signed  a  treaty  consenting  to  pay  one  million  sterling  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  ceding  Assam  and  all  the  places 
on  the  Tenasserim  coast.  This  contribution  and  these  cessions 
fell  far  short  of  indemnifying  the  British  India  Government  for 
the  outlay,  which,  from  first  to  last,  had  exceeded  twelve 
millions  sterling. 

The  territorial  acquisitions,  though  by  no  means  productive, 
have  not  been  without  their  advantages  in  a  commercial  and 
political  view.  Extending  from  about  17°  35'  to  10°  north 
latitude,  and  from  97°  3(y  to  99°  30'  east  longitude,  the 
''  Tenasserim  Provinces^*  as  they  have  since  been  called,  embrace 
a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  forty  to  eighty 
miles  in  breadth,  according  as  the  sea-coast  approaches  or  re- 
cedes from  the  range  of  mountains  which  forms  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  British  territory.  This  chain  of  mountains, 
rich  in  tin  ores  and  other  valuable  minerals,  runs,  under  dif- 
ferent names,  from  north  to  south,  and,  draining  its  eastern 
slopes  into  the  Gulf  of  Siam,  and  its  western  slopes  into  the 
Indian  Ocean  or  Bay  of  Bengal,  forms  a  clear,  well  defined 
boundary  between  the  kingdom  of  Siam  and  our  Indian  pos- 
sessions. 

The  town  of  Tenasserim  was  once  famous ;  it  is  now  of  less 
importance.     Not  far  from  it  are  tin  mines,  worked  by  Chinese, 
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which  may  arrest  the  attention  of  the  inquiring  traveller. 
These  mines  are  farmed  from  our  Government ;  but  are  under- 
stood to  be  generally  unprofitable  to  the  merchants.  In  Siam^ 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  Chinese. 
Brass  and  rubies  form  the  principal  treasures  of  this  strange 
country^  which^  on  account  of  various  misunderstandings 
between  the  king  and  other  nations^  has  now  an  insignificant 
traffic.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Yandaboo^  Sir 
A.  Campbell,  the  Commander-in-Chief^  selected  the  commanding 
position  of  Maulmain^  at  the  point  of  junction  of  the  Salween^ 
the  Gyne^  and  the  Attaran  rivers^  for  the  permanent  canton- 
ment of  a  British  force. 

The  town  of  Maulmain  has  gradually  become  of  considerable 
commercial  importance^  and  with  a  good  port  for  shippings 
and  every  prospect  of  an  extended  timber  trade^  there  is  hope 
that  it  may  one  day  rise  to  the  dignity  of  an  enlightened  and 
wealthy  city. 

But  why  should  only  one  town  gain  happiness  and  prosperity 
in  such  a  land  as  this  ?  Let  us  hope  that  Rangoon^  and  the 
other  towns  of  Pegu^  once  a  mighty  and  independent  kingdom^ 
may  likewise  soon  prosper  through  the  blessings  of  an  extensive 
and  well-protected  commerce,  doing  honour  to  our  government, 
and  adding  glory  to  the  name  of  Great  Britain  in  India  beyond 
the  Ganges. 

The  above  remarks,  which  may  give  some  historical  interest 
to  his  pages,  include,  with  some  other  matter,  the  whole  of  the 
original  sketch  with  which  the  writer  introduced  his  readers, 
during  the  second  Burmese  war,  to  "  Rangoon.^^  Since  then,  the 
enterprising  and  munificent  East  India  Company  has  given  way 
to  Her  Majesty,  who,  in  April  1876,  assumed  the  title  of  "  Em- 
press of  India.^'  And,  as  will  be  fully  seen  towards  the  close  of 
this  volume,  what  a  change  has  come  over  Rangoon  !  It  is  now 
the  Liverpool  of  Chin-India,  the  commercial  capital  of  Burma, 
which   only   wants   a  greater  development  of  trade  with  the 
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upper  portion  of  the  country,  and  south-west  China,  to  increase 
the  wealth  of  Pegu,  which  chiefly  requires  a  larger  population, 
and  which  even  now  is  the  most  hopeful  princess  among  all 
Her  Majesty^s  Eastern  provinces.  The  Burmese  hereafter  will, 
doubtless,  be  glad  to  learn  that  we  entertained  this  strong  view 
of  their  golden  land^s  excellence,  especially  if  our  hopes  should 
be  realised ;  for  we  learn  from  high  authority  that,  in  speaking 
of  their  country,  they  often  call  it  Ash^-Pyee,  the  Eastern 
country — "  the  country  before,  or  superior  to  all  others.^'* 

It  may  here  be  useful  to  introduce  the  reader  of  this  sketch 
to  the  correct  spelling  of  Burma.  In  the  present  volume  we  have 
taken  two  letters  out  of  the  next  most  important  word,  Irra- 
waddy — in  the  Arabic  wddi  we  find  only  one  d — ^now  presenting 
it  as  Irawady,  although  Irawadi,  or  Irawadee,  may  be  better. 
From  Burmah  we  have  also  lopped  off  the  final  and  most  un- 
necessary A.  There  is  no  h  in  the  original  Burmese  word,  which 
is^Myarama";  or  Burma  is  a  corruption  of  Mrumma.  By 
all  Burmese  scholars  the  word  is  written  Burma ;  and  it  must 
be  clearly  understood  that  the  spelling  of  Indian  words,  as  now 
used,  has  nothing  to  do  with  that  of  Chin-Indian.  "  Burma,^' 
however,  is  strictly  used  in  the  India  Office.  We  were  glad  to 
notice  this  spelling  adopted  in  a  popular  journal  some  six  years 
ago ;  but  on  the  death  of  the  late  king,  in  particular,  the  in- 
truding h  came  forth  again,  and  has  been  universally  wrong 
ever  since.  The  peculiarly  Hindustani  word  subah,  a  province, 
may  be  so  written  in  English  because  it  ends  with  an  h  in  the 
original  character ;  although  suba  is  quite  sufScient,  and  looks 
better  or  more  simple  when  coupled  with  ddVy — suba'ddvy  the 
chief  of  a  province.  But  for  the  h  in  Burmah  there  is  no  pos- 
sible excuse,  except  that  worst  of  all,  bad  habit.  So  let  it  be 
written  Burma  in  the  English  language  for  the  future  I  It  is 
good  to  turn  attention  even  to  such  "  trifles,^'  especially  when 


•  General  Albert  Fytche's  *'  Burma,  Past  and  Present,"  vol.  i.,  note,  p.  212. 
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Orientals  notice  them^  and  when  we  are  so  forcibly  reminded^  by 
a  well-known  statesman^*  that  we  are  an  Eastern  as  well  as  a 
Western  Power ! 


*  Yiacoant  Cranbrook,  Her  MajestT's  Seoretarj  of  State  for  India. 
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CHAPTER    n. 

THE   PIEST   BURMESE    WAR.      FROM    THE    OUTBREAK   OP   THE 
WAR   TO   THE    DEATH   OF   BANDOOLA   AT   DONABEW. 

We  now  purpose  to  cite  the  chief  military  and  political  opera- 
tions during  the  First  Burmese  War.  But  first  it  may  be 
stated  that^  as  a  reason  for  an  earlier  rupture  not  taking  place^ 
the  Burman  emperor^s  hereditary  enemies^  the  Siamese^  in 
1822  engrossed  the  greater  part  of  his  attention.  Subsequent 
events,  however,  speedily  showed  that  the  pacific  or  conciliatory 
disposition  evinced  by  the  East  India  Company  only  tended  to 
increase  the  insolence  and  rapacity  of  the  Burmese. 

In  1823  various  acts  of  aggression  were  systematically  com- 
mitted. Several  of  our  Mugh  subjects  (Arakanese  emigrants) 
were  attacked  and  killed  on  board  their  own  boats  in  the 
Naaf  river ;  and  a  party  of  the  Company's  elephant  hunters 
were  taken  from  within  the  British  boundaries  and  carried  pri- 
soners to  Arakan.  Even  these  insulting  acts  might  have 
been  overlooked ;  but  an  attack  made  upon  the  British  guard 
in  the  island  of  Shuparee,  of  which  we  had  retained  possession 
for  many  years,  was  of  a  still  more  serious  kind,  and  could  be 
regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  explicit  declaration  of 
undisguised  hostility. 

2  * 
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The  attack  was  made  on  the  24th  of  September  by  a  body 
of  six  hundred  Arakanese  troops,  who  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  our  soldiers,  upon  whom  they  came  altogether  un- 
expectedly. They  were,  however,  speedily  reinforced,  and  the 
enemy  was  driven  out  of  the  island.  A  remonstrance  was  also 
immediately  addressed  to  the  Court  of  Amarapiira,  but  no 
answer  was  deigned  to  be  returned.  The  Governor-General 
now  became  aware  that  there  was  but  one  line  of  conduct  left 
for  him  to  follow,  and  that  further  forbearance  on  his  part  would 
have  been  attributed  to  pusillanimity,  and  advantage  taken  of 
it  accordingly.  On  the  5th  of  March  1824,  therefore,  an 
official  declaration  of  war  was  issued  by  the  Government  of 
Fort  William — characterised  not  more  strongly  by  its  temperate 
firmness  than  by  its  British  frankness  and  honesty. 

This  step  excited,  as  was  to  be  expected,  no  inconsiderable 
sensation  throughout  our  possessions  in  British  India,  as  well 
as  in  England,  as  soon  as  the  news  arrived.  It  was  at  Calcutta, 
however,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  Chittagong  frontier,  that  its 
importance  was  principally  felt. 

It  was  known  there  that  one  of  the  Burmese  generals  had 
already  gasconadingly  announced  his  intention  of  taking  pos- 
session of  the  town,  preparatory  to  his  march  to  England  I     It 
was  destined,  however,  that  ere   long  the  arrogance  of  this 
haughty  nation  should  be  effectually  tamed.     The  war  opened 
vrith  military  operations  on  the  frontiers  of  Sylhet  and  Chitta- 
gong, to  both  of  which  districts  troops  were  speedily  marched. 
It  was  in  Sylhet  and  Assam  that  affairs  of  greatest  consequence 
took  place.      Our  troops  there  were   under  the  command  of 
Major   Newton,   who,   in   several   engagements  with   the   far 
superior  forces   of  the  Burmese,   gained  decisive    advantages 
over  them.     The  first  success  obtained  by  the  enemy  was  in  an 
t^pir  which  took  place  at  Doodpatlee,  after  Colonel  Bowen  had 
*iiivi. '  tn  the  assistance  of  Major  Newton  vrith  a  force  from 
)ftr»r»i       Vhe  Burmese,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand,  had. 
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unusual  strength  and  care,  and  ^'  fought/^  says  Colonel  Bowen, 
"  with  a  bravery  and  obstinacy  which  I  had  never  witnessed  in 
any  troops/^  The  action  lasted  from  early  in  the  day  till  night- 
fall, when  the  British  were  obliged  to  retire  with  a  severe 
loss. 

The  Burmese,  however,  also  suffered  much ;  and  soon  after, 
evacuating  their  stockades,  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Assam. 
Fresh  troops  were  sent  into  Assam  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  M'Morine,  who,  by  the  latter  end  of  March,  had  pene- 
trated as  far  as  Gowahati.  The  Burmese  Government,  finding 
it  necessary  to  concentrate  their  force  in  another  quarter,  with- 
drew the  greater  part  of  their  troops  firom  Assam,  and  left 
Colonel  M^Morine  in  quiet  possession  of  the  country.  In 
Chittagong,  in  the  meantime,  affairs  were  going  on  less  success- 
fully. Captain  Noton  held  the  chief  command  on  this  frontier, 
but  an  error  seems  to  have  been  committed  in  intrusting  too 
few  men  to  his  charge.  The  small  corps  he  commanded  was 
attacked  in  May  by  a  powerful  body  of  Burmese,  and  totally 
defeated.  Captain  Noton  and  most  of  his  brother  oflBcers  being 
slain  in  the  engagement.  The  alarm  speedily  reached  Calcutta, 
before  which  it  was  imagined  the  Burmese  would  instantly 
make  their  appearance,  there  being  no  intermediate  force  to 
oppose  their  advance.  In  this  emergency,  the  European  inha- 
bitants formed  themselves  into  a  militia,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  crews  of  the  Company's  ships  were  landed  to  aid  in  pro- 
tecting the  town.  But  the  panic  was  soon  discovered  to  be 
greater  than  the  occasion  required. 

The  enemy  did  not  think  of  approaching  one  step  nearer 
than  Ramoo,  where,  for  a  time,  they  took  up  their  head- 
quarters. 

While  these  events  were  passing  on  the  northern  frontiers  of 
the  Burman  Empire,  a  plan  was  matured  by  the  Bengal  Go- 
vernment, the  execution  of  which  was  to  effect  an  entire  change 
in  the  features  of  the  present  war.  Hitherto  wc  had  been 
acting  principally  on  the  defensive ;  but  it  was  necessary,  con- 
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sideriug  the  enemy  we  had  to  deal  with^  to  make  it  a  leading 
object  not  more  to  repel  aggression  than  to  humble  arrogance 
and  intimidate  foolhardiness.  It  was  necessary  to  show  the 
Burmese  that  we  could  not  only  endure,  but  inflict ;  that  as 
we  were  not  easily  roused  into  anger,  so  our  animosity  was 
only  the  more  fearful  when  it  at  length  broke  forth.  The 
measure  which  was  about  to  be  carried  into  effect  was  that  of 
despatching  a  considerable  force  by  sea  to  make  a  descent  upon 
some  part  of  the  enemy^s  coast,  where  probably  such  a  visita- 
tion was  but  little  expected.  The  force  destined  for  this  im- 
portant expedition  was  supplied  by  the  two  Presidencies  of 
Bengal  and  Madras;  and,  when  united,  was  put  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Sir  Archibald  Campbell. 

The  place  of  rendezvous  was  the  Port  of  Comwallis,  in  the 
Andaman  Islands,  where  the  troops  arrived  by  the  3rd  of  May 
1824.  Prom  thence  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  sailed  on  the  5th 
direct  for  Rangoon,  detaching  one  part  of  his  force  under 
Brigadier  M^Reagh,  against  the  island  of  Cheduba,  and  another, 
under  Major  Wahab,  against  the  island  of  Negrais.  On  the  10th 
the  fleet  anchored  in  the  Rangoon  river,  and  on  the  following 
morning  sailed  up  to  the  town  in  order  of  attack,  receiving  little 
or  no  molestation  by  the  way. 

The  Burmese  at  Rangoon  seem  to  have  been  taken  com- 
pletely by  surprise ;  and  when  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  a 
British  fleet  spread  over  the  country,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
wondering  consternation  of  the  inhabitants.  In  whatever 
virtues,  however,  the  Burmese  may  be  deficient,  certainly 
courage  is  not  of  the  number;  and  as  soon  as  their  first 
emotions  of  astonishment  had  subsided,  they  prepared  at  aU 
hazards  for  a  resolute,  and,  in  this  instance,  we  ought  perhaps 
to  say  patriotic^  defence.  Perceiving  their  feebleness,  and  being 
not  as  yet  suflSciently  aware  of  their  hardihood  and  folly,  the 
British  commander  humanely  forbore  opening  a  fire  upon  the 
town,  in  expectation  that  its  governor  would  offer  him  some 
terms  of  capitulation.    But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  no  such 
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intention  was  entertained.  A  feeble  and  ill-directed  fire  was 
commenced  upon  the  ships  from  a  sixteen- gun  battery,  which 
was  in  a  very  short  time  effectually  silenced.  The  troops  were 
then  ordered  into  the  boats  to  effect  a  landing,  and  in  less  than 
twenty  minutes  the  British  flag  was  seen  flying  in  the  town, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  life,  or  the  discbarge  of  a  single 
musket.  It  was  only  the  houses  of  Rangoon,  however,  that 
were  thus  got  possession  of.  The  inhabitants  had  all  betaken 
themselves  to  the  jungles  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  our  troops 
found  nothing  but  a  collection  of  empty  habitations  to  refi  esh 
themselves  in  after  their  fatigues.  The  quantity  of  ordnance 
captured  was  indeed  considerable,  but  in  general  of  a  very  im- 
perfect description.  The  islands  of  Cheduba  and  Negrais  fell 
into  our  hands  much  about  the  same  time,  though  not  without 
a  spirited  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  both. 

The  prospects  of  our  little  army,  now  quartered  in  Rangoon, 
were  anything  but  encouraging.  The  town  was  empty,  in  the 
most  literal  sense  of  the  word.  Every  attempt  to  establish  any 
intercourse  with  the  native  Burmese,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing provisions,  was  found  to  be  fruitless.  The  rainy  season 
was  just  setting  in,  which  in  Eastern  climates  is  always  pecu- 
liarly unhealthy  to  European  constitutions ;  and,  as  far  as  any 
accurate  information  coiQd  be  procured,  it  was  ascertained  that 
his  golden-footed  Majesty  was  making  preparations,  on  the 
most  magnificent  scale,  ^'  to  cover  the  face  of  the  earth  with  an 
innumerable  host,  and  to  drive  back  the  wild  foreigners  into 
the  sea  from  whence  they  came  I  ^'  To  add  still  further  to  the 
discomfort  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell's  situation,  some  dis- 
agreements unfortunately  took  place  between  the  naval  and 
land  forces.  It  had  been  expected,  it  is  true,  that  the  mere 
capture  of  Rangoon,  together  with  the  two  other  maritime 
possessions  of  the  Burmese,  already  alluded  to,  would  have 
produced  such  an  effect  on  the  Court  of  Ava  that  terms  of 
peace  would  have  been  immediately  proposed. 

Nothing,  however,  was  further  from  the  intentions  of  that 
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proud  Court ;  and  subsequent  events  proved,  that  though  the 
Burmese  may  be  beaten,  they  will  die  rather  than  confess  they 
have  been  so. 

The  Commander-in-Chief,  therefore,  finding  that  as  yet  no 
practical  benefits  had  resulted  from  his  success,  and  that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  almost  impenetrable  jungles  which  surround 
Rangoon  were  rapidly  filling  with  troops  from  all  quarters,  ad- 
mirably skilled  in  every  species  of  desultory  warfare,  and  pre- 
pared to  drive  him  either  once  more  into  his  ships,  or,  if  he 
thought  of  advancing,  to  dispute  every  inch  of  ground  with 
him,  saw  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  immediately  to  bold 
and  vigorous  measures.  His  first  object  was  to  ascertain  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of  boats,  manned  by 
skilfiQ  pilots,  to  convey  a  considerable  portion  of  his  force  up 
the  Irawady.  This  river  may  be  set  down  as  the  great  high 
road  of  the  Burman  Empire.  Indeed,  all  the  knowledge  which 
we  possess  of  that  country  was  gathered  by  Colonel  Symes, 
and  crur  other  envoys,  upon  its  banks.  It  runs  from  north  to 
south,  through  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  of  Ava ;  and  to  it 
alone  is  to  be  attributed  the  internal  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  empire. 

Every  village  on  its  banks  is  obliged  to  furnish  one  or  more 
war-boats,  carrying  from  forty  to  fifty  men  each ;  and  of  these 
His  Majesty  can  muster,  on  the  shortest  notice,  four  or  five 
hundred.  An  impression  appears  to  have  been  entertained  by 
our  Indian  Government  that,  from  the  spirit  of  dissatisfaction 
which  they  supposed  must  necessarily  exist  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants  against  the  tyranny  of  their  despotic 
monarch,  they  would  be  found,  in  numerous  instances,  willing 
to  give  all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  British.  It  was  re- 
collected, besides,  that  Rangoon  was  a  town  of  Pegu,  one  of 
the  conquered  provinces  of  the  Burman  Empire,  and  that,  for 
a  long  period  of  years,  the  most  determined  hostility  had 
existed  between  the  two  countries.  There  was  perhaps  nothing 
irrationally  sanguine  in  the  hopes  which  these  considerations 
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gave  rise  to,  but  they  were  entirely  fallacious.  Whatever  com- 
plaints the  Burmese  might  have  among  themselves  against 
their  government,  and  however  severely  the  Peguers  might 
continue  to  feel  the  subjection  into  which  they  had  been  re- 
duced from  a  state  of  independence,  yet,  like  the  people  of 
ancient  Greece,  at  the  appearance  of  a  common  foe  all  these 
causes  of  internal  dissension  were  forgotten. 

Not  a  single  boatman  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the 
Irawady  was  to  be  procured ;  and  whether  inspired  with  fear 
or  patriotism,  but  one  desire  was  manifested,  from  the  throne 
to  the  hovel, — to  shun  all  intercourse  with  the  English.  It 
would  probably  also  have  been  dangerous  to  have  ventured 
far  up  the  Irawady  unless  the  co-operation  of  a  land  force 
could  have  been  depended  on ;  and  before  that  could  be  the 
case,  it  would  be  necessary  to  clear  the  way  by  some  hard 
fighting.  The  design,  therefore,  was  for  the  present  abandoned. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  rainy  season  set  in  with  all  its  attendant 
evils.  The  rain  fell  in  such  torrents  that  it  was  impossible 
for  our  troops  to  keep  the  field  and  act  upon  a  regular  sys- 
tem. Harassed,  too,  by  continual  incursions  of  the  enemy, 
threatened  with  an  approaching  famine,  and  reduced  by  an 
epidemic  which  broke  out  amongst  them  to  a  state  of  the 
greatest  debility,  it  seemed  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
achieve  anything  of  importance.  Neither  the  hostility,  how- 
ever, of  the  Burmese,  nor  of  the  climate,  could  subdue  British 
courage.  For  six  months,  from  May  to  December,  our  opera- 
tions were  confined  to  Rangoon  and  its  vicinity,  it  being  the 
determination  of  the  enemy  to  prevent  us,  if  possible,  from 
advancing  a  step  into  the  country.  Our  ultimate  success  in 
compelling  them  to  retreat  further  into  the  interior,  and  thereby 
affording  us  an  opportunity  of  following  them,  depended  not 
so  much  on  the  decisive  advantage  gained  in  any  one  action,  as 
on  the  continued  judgment  and  skill  which  regulated  the  whole 
system  of  our  military  tactics.  We  never  advanced  a  few  miles 
out  of  Rangoon  for  the  purpose  either  of  dislodging  the  enemy 


20  OUR   BURMESE    WARS. 

from  a  position  they  had  taken  up,  or  of  gaiuing  possession  o£ 
siome  post  which  appeared  of  importance,  without  being  almost 
pure  of  achieving  our  object.  But  as  soon  as  a  certain  resist- 
ance had  been  made,  the  Burmese  were  accustomed  to  retreat 
leisurely  from  their  stockades  into  the  jungles,  where,  though 
we  knew  we  had  beaten  them,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  follow. 
Many  rencontres  of  this  description  took  place,  into  the  details 
of  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  enter.  A  short  account 
of  one  or  two  of  the  most  remarkable  will  suffice  as  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  whole. 

On  the  28th  of  May  the  British  and  Burmese  troops  came 
into  contact  for  the  first  time.  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  led  his 
forces  about  five  miles  up  the  Rangoon  river,  and  found  the 
enemy  had  taken  a  position  in  one  or  two  scattered  villages, 
flanked  on  both  sides  by  a  jungle.  Confident  in  the  strength 
of  their  situation,  they  received  the  British  with  shouts  and 
cries  of  "  Come !  come !  '^  A  heavy  fire  was  immediately  com- 
menced upon  our  troops,  whose  muskets,  having  suffered 
from  rain,  were  so  inefficient  that  it  was  necessary  for  them 
to  close  without  loss  of  time.  The  Burmese  were  altogether 
unable  to  withstand  the  violence  of  our  charge ;  but,  shut  in  as 
they  were  in  their  own  encampment,  and  thrown  into  irretriev- 
able confusion  by  the  impetuosity  of  our  attack,  their  only 
alternative  was  to  continue  fighting  with  desperate  resolution 
until  they  were  cut  to  pieces.  Being  unaccustomed  to  give, 
they  did  not  expect  quarter;  and  in  self-defence,  therefore, 
our  soldiers  were  unfortunately  obliged  to  disregard  the  dictates 
of  humanity.  Having  taken  possession  of  the  villages,  in  which 
about  four  hundred  Burmese  lost  their  lives.  Sir  Archibald  re- 
conducted his  troops  to  Rangoon. 

Soon  after  this  affair  two  deputies  arrived  from  the  Burmese 

'^amp  under  pretence   of  negotiating  a  peace,  but  in  reality 

■ly  with  the  view  of  gaining  time  for  the  main  body  of  the 

iiciny  to  strengthen  themselves  as  much  as  possible  at  Kem- 

..inflniA.  a  village  three  niiles  above  Rango^",  on  ^n  «J*>v<»fo/? 
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situation^  with  a  thick  forest  in  its  rear.  They  were  intended^ 
perhaps^  to  act  also  as  spies^  and  report  upon  the  condition  and 
spirits  of  the  British  army.  Whatever  was  their  object,  nothing 
satisfactory  was  proposed  by  them  in  the  interview  they  had 
with  our  commissioners. 

Determined  to  convince  the  Burmese  that  we  were  not  to  be 
lulled  into  a  treacherous  security,  our  commander,  on  the 
morning  of  the  day  after  their  departure  (10th  June),  ordered 
a  general  advance  upon  Kemmindine.  The  road  was  not  left 
undisputed.  About  half-way  a  strong  stockade  ran  across  it, 
the  fruitless  attempt  to  defend  which  cost  the  enemy  two 
hundred  men. 

The  way  being  cleared,  the  column  again  moved  forward, 
consisting  of  about  three  thousand  men,  and  by  nightfall  the 
troops  had  taken  their  position  in  many  places  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  where  the  enemy  was  posted.  At  daybreak  on  the 
following  day,  firing  commenced,  which  upon  our  part,  in  less 
than  two  hours,  produced  a  very  visible  breach  in  their  fortifica- 
tions. This,  together  with  the  recollection  of  their  discomfiture 
the  day  before,  operated  so  powerfully  on  the  Burmese,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  still  existing  strength  of  their  stockade, 
they  thought  proper  quietly  to  evacuate  the  place  during  the 
cannonade.  It  was  this  facility  of  securing  a  retreat,  assisted 
as  they  were  by  the  chain  of  posts  which  they  occupied,  and 
the  thickness  of  the  surrounding  jungle,  that  particularly 
annoyed  our  troops,  who,  just  in  the  very  moment  of  victory, 
constantly  found  that  their  enemy  had  slipped  as  it  were  from 
between  their  very  fingers.  The  object,  however,  which  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell  had  in  view  in  making  this  attack  was  fully 
accomplished. 

A  terror  of  the  British  arms  began  to  pervade  the  country ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  every  stockade  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Rangoon  was  abandoned.  In  this,  as  well  as 
in  all  his  other  expeditions  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  the 
Commander-in-Chief     received  most    effective   and    valuable 
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assistance  from  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  part  of  his  force. 
A  short  cessation  from  active  hostilities  took  place  after  the 
affair  of  Kemmindine ;  but  both  parties  were  preparing  to  renew 
operations  with  increased  vigour.  A  reinforcement  arrived  at 
Rangoon  from  Madras ;  and  the  detachments  which  had  taken 
possession  of  Cheduba  and  Negrais,  returned  very  seasonably  to 
the  main  army,  now  a  good  deal  weakened  from  various  causes. 
The  Burmese,  on  their  part,  were  not  idle.  Their  former  generals 
having  failed  in  driving  ^^  the  wild  foreigners  into  the  sea,^^  had 
fallen  into  disgrace,  and  were  succeeded  by  a  senior  officer  of 
some  reputation,  who  brought  with  him  a  considerable  body  of 
fresh  troops. 

His  object  was,  not  so  much  to  meet  the  British  in  open  fight, 
as  to  hem  them  in  within  a  limited  space  and  harass  them  with 
a  protracted  system  of  desultory  warfare.  To  such  proceedings 
it  was  of  course  not  our  interest  quietly  to  submit ;  and  accord- 
ingly, various  expeditions  were  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  through  the  cordon  which  the  enemy  was  attempting 
to  form  round  us.  In  one  of  these,  ten  stockades  were  taken 
in  one  day,  and  the  new  general,  with  many  other  chiefs  of 
rank,  were  killed.  Still,  however,  no  thoughts  of  peace  were 
entertained  by  the  Burmese ;  and  it  was  now  evident  that, 
whatever  successes  were  gained,  as  long  as  our  operations  were 
confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Rangoon  no  effect  would  be 
produced  by  them  on  the  Court  of  Ava.  Unprovided,  there- 
fore, as  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  was  with  the  means  of  ad- 
vancing into  the  interior,  he  resolved  to  have  recourse  to  the 
only  other  alternative  left  him,  which  was  to  intimidate  the 
Burmese  still  further  by  the  capture  of  some  of  their  southern 
maritime  possessions.  An  expedition  was  fitted  out  for  this 
purpose,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miles,  who, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  made  himself  master  of  Tavoy, 
Mergui,  and  Tenasserim,  seaports  of  much  importance  on  the 
eastern  shores  of  the  empire.  Two  of  the  King's  brothers,  the 
Princes  of  Toungoo  and  Sarawuddy,  now  took  the  command  of 
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the  army.  The  one  fixed  his  head -quarters  at  Pegu,  and  the 
other  at  Donabew,  both  at  a  considerable  distance  from  Ran- 
goon. Along  with  them  came  a  body  of  astrologers,  who  were 
most  probably  kept  in  pay  by  the  Burmese  Government,  as 
useful  engines  by  which  to  act  on  the  superstition  of  the  people ; 
and  likewise  a  party  of  troops  called  the  King's  Invulnerables, 
from  the  belief  entertained,  or  affected  to  be  entertained, 
both  by  themselves  and  their  countrymen,  that  the  fire  of  an 
enemy  could  not  injure  them.  Notwithstanding  the  exten- 
sive nature  of  their  preparations,  however,  and  the  confidence 
they  expressed  in  their  own  success,  the  operations  of  this 
new  armament  ended  as  disastrously  as  those  of  any  which 
had  preceded  it.  Instead  of  gaining  any  advantage  over  the 
British,  they  were  invariably  driven  back  with  considerable  loss 
as  often  as  they  attempted  to  approach  our  encampments.  Yet 
it  is  not  to  be  denied  or  concealed  that  the  Burmese  are  no 
contemptible  antagonists ;  they  are  constitutionally  brave,  they 
are  trained  to  arms  from  their  cradle,  and  there  is  a  persevering 
obstinacy  in  their  style  of  fighting,  which,  with  troops  less  per- 
fectly disciplined  than  those  of  England,  would  have  every 
chance  of  being  ultimately  crowned  with  success. 

But  the  golden- footed  monarch  of  Ava  had  found  out,  at 
length,  that  however  he  might  at  first  have  affected  to  despise 
the  small  army  which  had  taken  possession  of  Rangoon,  five 
or  six  hundred  miles  distant  from  his  capital,  it  was  more 
than  a  match  for  the  best  generals  he  could  send  against  it, 
followed  by  thousands  of  his  favourite  troops.  He  saw  the 
necessity,  therefore,  of  collecting  his  energies  for  a  yet  more 
powerful  effort.  His  forces,  he  found,  were  too  much  scat- 
tered; he  was  convinced  that  he  was  attempting  to  do  too 
much  at  once.  He  recalled,  therefore,  the  armies  he  had 
sent  into  Assam  and  Arakan;  and,  concentrating  the  whole 
military  power  of  his  kingdom,  he  gave  the  entire  command 
to  Maha  Bandoola,  the  well-known  Burmese  general,  whose 
reputation,    from    his    partial   successes    over  the   British    in 
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Chittagong^  stood  exceedingly  high.  Bandoola  had  advanced 
to  Ramoo,  where  he  was  probably  making  preparations  for 
an  expedition  into  Bengal ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
he  found  it  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  be  awakened  from 
his  dream  of  future  victory,  by  being  recalled  to  defend  his 
own  country  from  invasion. 

His  retreat  from  Ramoo,  and  subsequent  march  through 
Arakan  (which,  in  the  midst,  as  it  was,  of  the  rainy  season, 
must  have  been  a  peculiarly  arduous  one),  relieved  the  inha- 
bitants of  Calcutta  from  considerable  anxiety;  and,  shortly 
afterwards,  enabled  our  troops  in  that  quarter  to  advance  with 
little  opposition  into  the  very  interior  of  Arakan,  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  capital  itself. 

As  soon  as  Maha  Bandoola  arrived  at  Ava,  every  honour  and 
attention  was  conferred  upon  him  by  his  sovereign ;  and  after 
a  short  delay  in  the  capital,  he  set  out  for  Donabew,  accompanied 
by  a  large  fleet  of  war-boats,  which  carried  down  the  river 
strong  reinforcements  of  men  and  military  stores.  We  were  not, 
however,  unprepared  to  receive  these  new  enemies ;  and  some 
overtures  of  a  friendly  nature  which  we  had  a  short  time  before 
received  from  the  Siamese  tended  to  inspire  us  with  additional 
confidence. 

As  it  was  now  also  clearly  foreseen  that  an  advance  towards 
the  capital  of  the  empire  would  be  necessary  before  we  could 
expect  to  intimidate  the  Burman  monarch  into  a  desire  for 
peace,  five  hundred  native  artisans  had  been  sent  to  Rangoon 
from  Chittagong,  who  were  busily  employed  in  preparing  boats 
to  convey  our  troops  up  the  Irawady.  The  arrival,  likewise,  of 
several  battalions  of  British  and  native  infantry,  as  well  as  of 
some  troops  of  cavalry,  added  considerably  to  our  numerical 
and  actual  force.  Towards  the  end  of  November  the  largest 
and  best  appointed  army  which  the  Burman  Government  had 
^et  sent  into  the  field  marched  down  from  Donabew,  and  made 
V'^i^  -appearance  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rangoon,  with  the 
lOT)  of  driving  us  first  from  our  positif^n  *>t  T^f  ^mmmHin**, 
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and  then  of  forcing  the  scattered  remains  of  our  army  to  seek 
for  safety  in  their  ships. 

The  name  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Bandoola^  was  in  itself 
a  tower  of  strength;  and  there  was  not  probably  a  Burman 
into  whose  imagination  the  thought  ever  for  a  moment  entered 
that  this  invincible  leader  could^  by  any  possibility,  be  un- 
successful. Both  armies  met  for  the  first  time  on  the  1st 
of  December;  and  as  the  particulars  of  their  first  engage- 
ment, where  so  much  talent  was  displayed  on  both  sides,  cannot 
fail  to  be  read  with  interest,  we  shall  make  no  apology  for  in- 
troducing in  this  place  an  extract  from  the  ''  London  Gazette 
Extraordinary'^  of  April  24,  1825,  consisting  of — 

"Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sir  A.  CampbeU^ 
K.C.B.,  to  George  Swinton,  Esq.,  dated  Head-quarters,  Ran- 
goon, 9th  December  1824. 

"SiE, — ^The  long-threatened,  and,  on  my  part,  no  less 
anxiously  wished  for  event,  has  at  length  taken  place.  Maha 
Bandoola,  said  to  be  accompanied  by  the  Princes  of  Tonghoo 
and  Sarawuddy,  appeared  in  front  of  my  position  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  instant,  at  the  head  of  the  whole  united  force  of 
the  Burman  Empire,  amounting,  upon  the  most  moderate 
calculation,  to  from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  men,  appa- 
rently well  armed,  with  a  numerous  artillery,  and  a  body  of 
Cassay  horse.  Their  haughty  leader  had  insolently  declared 
his  intention  of  leading  us  in  captive  chains  to  grace  the  triumph 
of  the  Golden  Monarch;  but  it  has  pleased  God  to  expose 
the  vanity  of  his  idle  threats,  and  crown  the  heroic  efforts 
of  my  gallant  little  army  with  a  most  complete  and  signal 
victory. 

'^The  enemy  had  assembled  his  forces  in  the  heavy  jungle  in 
our  front  during  the  night  of  the  30th  ult.,  and,  being  well 
aware  of  his  near  approach,  I  had  previously  made  every  neces- 
sary arrangement  for  his  reception,  in  whatever  way  he  might 
think  proper  to  leave  his  impervious  camp.     The  absence  of 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Godwin*  at  Martaban^  and  of  a  strong  de- 
tachment under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mallet,  which  I  had  sent  to 
display  the  British  flag  in  the  ancient  capital  of  Pegue,  had  much 
weakened  my  force;  but  I  had  been  too  long  familiar  with  the 
resolute  resolution  of  British  troops  to  have  felt  any  regret  that 
fortune  had  given  me  an  opportunity  of  contending  with  Ban- 
doola  and  his  formidable  legions,  even  under  circumstances  of 
temporary  disadvantage. 

"Early  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  inst.,  the  enemy  com- 
menced his  operations  by  a  smart  attack  upon  our  post  at 
Kemmindine,  commanded  by  Major  Yates,  and  garrisoned  by 
the  26th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  with  a  detachment  of  the 
Madras  European  Regiment,  supported  on  the  river  by  as 
strong  a  naval  force  as  could  be  spared.  As  the  day  became 
light  it  discovered  numerous  and  apparently  formidable  masses 
of  the  advancing  enemy  issuing  from  the  jungle,  and  moving, 
at  some  distance,  upon  both  our  flanks,  for  the  purpose  of  sur- 
rounding us,  which  I  allowed  them  to  effect  without  interrup- 
tion, leaving  us  only  the  narrow  channel  of  the  Rangoon  river 
unoccupied  in  our  rear. 

"  Bandoola  had  now  fully  exposed  to  me  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  ray  own  resolution  was  instantly  adopted  of  allow- 
ing, and  even  encouraging  him  to  bring  forth  his  means  and 
resources  from  the  jungle  to  the  more  open  country  on  his 
left,  where  I  knew  I  could  at  any  time  attend  him  to  ad- 
vantage. 

"The  right  corps  of  the  Burmese  army  had  crossed  to  the 
Dalla  side  of  the  Rangoon  river,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
raorning  was  observed,  in  several  divisions,  crossing  the  plain 
towards  the  site  of  the  ruined  village  of  Dalla,  where  it  took 
post  in  the  neighbouring  jungle,  sending  on  a  division  to  occupy 


•  Afterwards   Major- Greneral   Godwin,  O.B.,  commanding   "  the  army  of 
Ava  "  in  the  second  Burmese  war. 
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the  almost  inaccessible  ground  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
from  which  they  soon  opened  a  distant  fire  upon  the  shipping. 
Another  division  immediately  took  ground  in  front  of  Kem- 
niindine,  and  for  six  successive  days  tried  in  vain  every  effort 
that  hope  of  success  and  dread  of  failure  could  call  forth,  to 
drive  the  brave  26th  and  a  handful  of  Europeans  from  this 
post;  while  tremendous  fire-rafts,  and  crowds  of  war-boats, 
were  every  day  employed  in  the  equally  vain  endeavour  to 
drive  the  shipping  from  their  station  off  the  place. 

''The  enemy's  right  wing  and  centre  occupied  a  range  of 
hills  immediately  in  front  of  the  great  Dagon  pagoda,  covered 
with  so  thick  a  forest  as  to  be  impenetrable  to  all  but.  Burman 
troops ;  and  their  left  extended  nearly  two  miles  further,  along 
a  lower  and  more  open  ridge  to  the  village  of  Puzendoon 
where  their  extreme  left  rested.  They  were  no  sooner  thus 
placed  in  position,  than  muskets  and  spears  were  laid  aside  for 
the  pick-axe  and  shovel,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time  every,  part  of  their  line  out  of  the  jungle  was  strongly  and 
judiciously  entrenched. 

"  In  the  afternoon  of  the  1st,  I  observed  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  the  enemy's  left  to  advantage,  and  ordered  Major 
Sale,  with  four  hundred  men  from  the  13th  Light  Infantry, 
and  18th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  under  Major  Dennie  of  the 
former  and  Captain  Ross  of  the  latter  corps,  to  move  forward 
to  the  point  I  had  selected;  and  I  never  witnessed  a  more 
dashing  charge  than  was  made  on  this  occasion  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's 13th,  while  the  18th  Native  Infantry  followed  their 
example  with  a  spirit  that  did  them  honour,  carrying  all  oppo- 
sition before  them.  They  burst  through  the  entrenchments^ 
carrying  dismay  and  terror  into  the  enemy's  ranks,  great  num- 
bers of  whom  were  slain ;  and  the  party  returned  loaded  with 
arms,  standards,  and  other  trophies.  Having  correctly  ascer- 
tained everything  I  required,  I  now,  as  I  originally  determined, 
abstained  from  giving  any  serious  interruption  to  the  inde- 
fatigable labour  of  the  opposing  army,  patiently  waiting  until 
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I  saw  the  whole  of  their  material  fully  brought  forward  and 
within  my  reach.  About  sunset  in  the  evenings  a  cloud  of 
skirmishers  were  pushed  forward  close  under  the  north-east 
angle  of  the  pagoda^  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  many  pa- 
godas and  strong  ground  on  our  front,  commenced  a  harassing 
and  galling  fire  upon  the  works.  I  at  once  saw  we  should 
suffer  from  their  fire,  if  not  dislodged;  therefore  ordered  two 
companies  of  the  38th  Regiment,  imder  Captain  Piper  (an 
officer  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  mention),  to  advance  and 
drive  them  back.  Were  it  permitted,  on  such  an  occasion,  to 
dwell  upon  the  enthusiastic  spirit  of  my  troops,  I  would  feel 
a  pleasure  in  recounting  the  burst  of  rapture  that  followed 
every  order  to  advance  against  their  audacious  foe ;  but  it  is 
sufficient  to  remark  that  the  conduct  of  these  two  companies 
was  most  conspicuous.  They  quickly  gained  their  point,  and 
fully  acted  up  to  the  character  they  have  ever  sustained.  At 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  finding  the  enemy  had 
very  much  encroached  during  the  night,  and  had  entrenched  a 
height  in  front  of  the  north  gate  of  the  pagoda,  which  gave 
them  an  enfilading  fire  upon  part  of  our  line,  I  directed  Cap- 
tain Wilson  of  the  38th  Regiment,  with  two  companies  of  the 
corps  and  one  himdred  men  of  the  28th  Madras  Native  In- 
fantry, to  drive  them  from  the  hill.  No  order  was  ever  more 
rapidly  or  handsomely  obeyed.  The  brave  sepoys,  vying  with 
their  British  comrades  in  forward  gallantry,  allowed  the  ap- 
palled Burmese  no  time  to  rally,  but  drove  them  from  one 
breastwork  to  another,  fighting  them  in  the  very  holes  they 
had  dug,  finally  to  prove  their  graves. 

'^  In  the  course  of  this  day  Colonel  Mallef  s  detachment  re- 
turned from  Pegue,  having  found  the  old  city  completely 
deserted,  and  gave  me  the  additional  means  of  attacking  the 
enemy  the  moment  the  time  arrived. 

"  During  the  3rd  and  4th  the  enemy  carried  on  his  labours 
with  indefatigable  industry ;  and  but  for  the  inimitable  prac- 
tice of  our  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Murray  in  the 
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absence^  from  indisposition^  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hopkinson, 
we  must  have  been  severely  annoyed  by  the  incessant  fire  from 
his  trenches. 

'^The  attacks  upon  Kemmindine  continued  with  unabating 
violence;  but  the  imyielding  spirit  of  Major  Yates  and  his 
steady  troops^  although  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  want  of 
rest,  baffled  every  attempt  on  shore ;  while  Captain  Ryves,  with 
His  Majesty^s  sloop  'Sophia/  the  Honourable  Company^s 
cruiser  'Teignmouth/  and  some  flotilla  and  row  gun-boats^ 
nobly  maintained  the  long-established  fame  of  the  British  navy 
in  defending  the  passage  of  the  river  against  the  most  furious 
assaults  of  the  enemy^s  war-boats,  advancing  under  cover  of 
the  most  tremendous  fire-rafts,  which  the  unwearied  exertions 
of  British  sailors  could  alone  have  conquered. 

"  Captain  Ryves  lost  no  opportunity  of  coming  into  contact 
with  the  much- vaunted  boats  of  A\ra;  and  in  one  morning, 
five  out  of  six,  each  moimting  a  heavy  piece  of  ordnance,  were 
boarded  and  captured  by  our  men-of-war's  boats,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Kellett  of  His  Majesty^s  ship  '  Arachne,'  and 
Lieutenant  Goldfinch  of  the  '  Sophia,'  whose  intrepid  conduct 
merits  the  highest  praise. 

"  The  enemy  having  apparently  completed  his  left  wing  with 
its  full  complement  of  artillery  and  warlike  stores,  I  deter- 
mined to  attack  that  part  of  his  line  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th.  I  requested  Captain  Chads,  the  senior  naval  officer 
here,  to  move  up  to  the  Puzendoon  creek  during  the  night, 
with  the  gun  fiotilla,  bomb-ketch,  &c.,  and  commence  a  can- 
nonade on  the  enemy's  rear  at  daylight.  This  service  was 
most  judiciously  and  successfully  performed  by  that  officer, 
who  has  never  yet  disappointed  me  in  my  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. At  the  same  time  two  columns  of  attack  were 
formed,  agreeably  to  orders  I  had  issued  on  the  preceding 
evening,  composed  of  details  from  the  difierent  regiments  of 
the  army.  The  first,  consisting  of  one  thousand  one  hundred 
men,  I  placed  under  the  orders  of  that  gallant  officer  Major 
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Sale,  and  directed  him  to  attack  and  penetrate  tlie  centre  of 
the  enemy's  line  ;  the  other,  consisting  of  six  himdred  men,  I 
entrusted  to  Major  Walker  of  the  3rd  Madras  Native  Light 
Infantry,  with  orders  to  attack  their  left,  which  had  approached 
to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  Rangoon.  At  seven  o'clock 
both  columns  moved  forward  to  the  point  of  attack ;  both  were 
led  to  my  perfect  satisfaction,  and  both  succeeded  with  a 
degree  of  ease  their  intrepid  and  undaunted  conduct  un- 
doubtedly insured ;  and  I  directed  Lieutenant  Archibald,  with 
a  troop  of  the  Govemor-Greneral's  body-guard,  which  had 
been  landed  the  preceding  evening,  to  follow  the  column  under 
Major  Sale,  and  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  which 
might  ofier,  to  charge. 

'^  The  enemy  were  defeated  and  dispersed  in  every  direction ; 
and  the  body-guard,  gallantly  charging  over  the  broken  and 
swampy  ground,  completed  their  terror  and  dismay.  The 
Cassay  horse  fled,  mixed  with  the  retreating  infantry ;  and  all 
their  artillery,  stores,  and  reserve  depfits,  which  had  cost  them 
so  mnch  toil  and  labour  to  get  up,  with  a  great  quantity  of 
small  arms,  gilt  chattahs,  standards,  and  other  trophies,  fell 
into  our  hands.  Never  was  victory  more  complete  or  more 
decided ;  and  never  was  the  triumph  of  discipline  and  valour, 
over  the  disjointed  efibrts  of  irregular  courage  and  infinitely 
superior  numbers,  more  conspicuous.  Majors  Dennie  and 
Thomhill  of  the  13th  Light  Infantry,  and  Major  Gore  of 
the  89th,  were  distinguished  by  the  steadiness  with  which  they 
led  their  men ;  but  it  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  state  the 
loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  Major  Walker,  one  of 
India's  best  and  bravest  soldiers,  who  fell  while  leading  his 
column  into  the  enemy's  entrenchments ;  when  the  command 
devolved  upon  Major  Wahab,  who  gallantly  conducted  the 
column  during  the  rest  of  the  action;  and  I  observed  the 
34th  Madras  Native  Light  Infantry,  on  this  occasion,  conspicu- 
ously forward. 

"  The  Burmese  left  wing  thus  disposed  of,  I  patiently  waited 
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its  effect  upon  the  right,  posted  in  so  thick  a  forest  as  to 
render  any  attack  in  that  quarter  in  a  great  me.isure  imprac- 
ticable. 

''  On  the  6th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  observing  that  Bandoola 
had  brought  up  the  scattered  remnant  of  his  defeated  left  to 
strengthen  his  right  and  centre,  and  continued  day  and  night 
employed  in  carrying  on  his  approaches  in  front  of  the  great 
pagoda.  I  ordered  the  artillery  to  slacken  its  fire,  and  the  in- 
fantry to  keep  wholly  out  of  sight,  allowing  him  to  carry  on 
his  fruitless  labour  with  little  annoyance  or  molestation.  As 
I  expected,  he  took  system  for  timidity ;  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th  instant,  I  had  his  whole  force  posted  in  my  imme- 
diate front — ^his  first  line  entrenched  so  close  that  the  soldiers 
in  their  barracks  could  distinctly  hear  the  insolent  threats  and 
reproaches  of  the  Burman  bravoes. 

^'  The  time  had  now  arrived  to  undeceive  them  in  their  san- 
guine, but  ill-founded,  hopes.  I  instantly  made  my  arrange- 
ments, and  at  half-past  11  o^clock  everthing  was  in  readiness  to 
assault  the  trenches  in  four  columns  of  attack,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miles,  my  second  in 
command,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonels  Mallet, 
Parlby,  Brodie,  and  Captain  Wilson  of  the  38th  Regiment. 
At  a  quarter  before  12  I  ordered  every  gun  that  woidd  bear 
upon  the  trenches  to  open,  and  their  fire  was  kept  up  with  an 
effect  that  never  was  surpassed ;  Major  Sale  at  the  same  time, 
as  directed,  making  a  diversion  on  the  enemy's  left  and  rear. 
At  12  o'clock  the  cannonade  ceased,  and  the  columns  moved  for- 
ward  to  their  respective  points  of  attack.  Everything  was  done 
under  my  own  immediate  eye,  but,  where  all  behaved  so  nobly, 
I  cannot  particularise;  but  I  must  in  justice  state  that  Captain 
Wilson's  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parlby's  divisions  first  made 
an  impression,  from  which  the  enemy  never  recovered.  They 
were  driven  from  all  their  works  without  a  check,  abandoning 
all  their  guns,  with  a  great  quantity  of  arms  of  every  descrip- 
tion ;  and  certainly  not  the  least  amusing  part  of  their  formid- 
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able  preparations  was  a  great  number  of  ladders  for  escalading 
the  great  pagoda^  found  in  rear  of  their  position.  The  total 
defeat  of  Bandoola's  army  was  now  most  fully  accomplished. 
His  loss  in  killed  and  woimded,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
it  is  impossible  to  calculate ;  but  I  am  confident  I  do  not  ex- 
ceed the  fairest  limit  when  I  state  it  at  five  thousand  men.  In 
every  other  respect  the  mighty  host,  which  so  lately  threatened 
to  overwhelm  us,  now  scarcely  exists.  It  commenced  its  in- 
glorious flight  during  last  night.  Humbled,  dispersing,  and 
deprived  of  their  arms,  they  cannot  for  a  length  of  time  again 
meet  us  in  the  field ;  and  the  lesson  they  have  now  received 
will,  I  am  confident,  prove  a  salutary  antidote  to  the  native 
arrogance  and  vanity  of  the  Burmese  nation. 

"  Thus  vanished  the  hopes  of  Ava;  and  those  means  which 
the  Burmese  Government  were  seven  months  in  organising  for 
our  annihilation,  have  been  completely  destroyed  by  us  in  the 
course  of  seven  days.  Of  three  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance 
that  accompanied  the  grand  army,  two  hundred  and  forty  are 
now  in  our  camp,  and  in  muskets  their  loss  is  to  them  irre- 
parable. 

''  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  although  severe,  will  not, 
I  am  sure,  be  considered  great  for  the  important  services  we 
have  had  the  honour  to  perform. 

''  Of  my  troops  I  cannot  say  enough ;  their  valour  was  only 
equalled  by  the  cheerfid  patience  with  which  they  bore  long 
and  painful  privations.  My  Europeans  fought  like  Britons,  and 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  country  that  gave  them  birth ; 
and  I  trust  I  do  the  gallant  sepoys  justice  when  I  say  that 
never  did  troops  more  strive  to  obtain  the  palm  of  honour 
than  they  to  rival  their  European  comrades  in  everything  that 
marks  the  steady,  true,  and  daring  soldier. 

''My  obligations  to  Captains  Chads  and  Ryves,  and  the 
ifScers  and  seamen  of  His  Majesty's  navy,  are  great  and 
T'lmprous.     In  Captain   Chads   himself  I  have  always  found 
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ever  characterised  the  profession  he  belongs  to^  and  the  most 
cordial  zeal  in  assisting  and  co-operating  with  me  on  every 
occasion.  I  have  also  to  notice  the  good  conduct  of  the 
Honourable  Company's  cruisers,  the  gun-flotilla,  and  row- 
boats.  Nor  ought  I  to  omit  mentioning  the  handsome  conduct 
of  Captain  Binny,  acting  agent  for  the  Bengal  transports,  in 
volunteering  both  his  European  crew  and  ship  for  any  service. 
On  the  present  occasion  she  was  anchored  off  Dalla,  and  sus- 
tained some  loss  from  the  enemy's  fire.  I  may  also  add  that 
every  transport  in  the  river  was  equally  anxious  to  contribute 
every  possible  assistance  to  the  public  service.'' 

Notwithstanding  the  defeat,  so  unexpected  on  his  part, 
which  Bandoola  thus  sustained,  not  many  days  elapsed  before 
that  indefatigable  leader  succeeded  in  rallying  his  scattered 
forces,  and  with  a  body  of  about  twenty-five  thousand  men  re- 
turned to  within  three  miles  of  the  pagoda  alluded  to  in  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell's  despatch,  and  ^'  commenced  entrenching 
and  stockading,"  in  the  words  of  that  general,  "  with  a  judg- 
ment in  point  of  position  such  as  would  do  credit  to  the  best 
instructed  engineers  of  the  most  civilised  and  warlike  nations.'' 
This  position,*  however.  Sir  Archibald  determined  to  attack 
on  the  15th  of  December ;  and  from  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  the  fire  of  the  artillery  was  directed,  in  less  than  fifteen 
minutes  the  columns  destined  for  carrying  the  breach  were  in 
possession,  not  only  of  the  enemy's  work,  but  of  his  camp, 
which  was  left  standing,  with  all  the  baggage,  and  a  great 
proportion  of  his  arms  and  ammunition.  ''When  it  is 
known,"  says  the  Commander-in-Chief,  ''that  one  thousand 
three  hundred  British  infantry  stormed  and  carried  by  assault 
the  most  formidable  entrenched  and  stockaded  works  I  ever  saw, 
defended  by  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  men,  I  trust  it  is  un- 


*  Kokeen,  four  miles  £rom  the  great  pagoda  at  Kangoon. 


40  OUB   BURMESE    WARS. 

necessary  for  me  to  say  more  in  praise  of  soldiers  performing 
such  a  prodigy ;  fixture  ages  will  scarcely  believe  it." 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  mention  that  upon  this  occasion 
Bandoola  did  not  command  in  person ;  the  chief  to  whom  he 
had  entrusted  that  duty  was  mortally  wounded  whilst  gallantly 
defending  the  stockade. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  this  very  brilliant  action  took 
place,  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Chads,  the  senior 
naval  ofScer  at  Rangoon,  an  attack  was  made  upon  a  fleet  of 
thirty-two  of  the  enemy's  war-boats.  Of  these,  principally 
through  the  aid  of  the  "  Diana  ^'  steamboat,  which  accompanied 
this  expedition,  and  the  celerity  of  whose  motions,  even  against 
wind  and  tide,  inspired  the  Burmese  with  the  greatest  con- 
sternation, thirty  were  captured,  having  been  previously  aban- 
doned by  their  crews,  who,  upon  the  approach  of  the  steamboat, 
threw  themselves  into  the  river,  and  were  either  drowned  or 
swam  ashore,  apparently  in  an  agony  of  terror. 

In  consequence  of  these  continued  disasters,  Maha  Bandoola 
found  it  necessary  to  lead  back  his  army,  much  shattered,  to 
Donabew. 

It  was  now  for  the  first  time  that  the  British  army  at  Ran- 
goon foimd  itself  in  undisturbed  possession  of  a  considerable 
district  of  country,  and  active  preparations  were  immediately 
made  for  taking  every  advantage  of  this  new  situation  of  affairs. 
Orders  were  issued  to  prepare  for  a  speedy  advance  into  the  in- 
terior ;  and  besides  the  continual  arrival  of  transports  firom  the 
Presidencies,  this  object  was  not  a  little  favoured  by  the  return 
of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  their  former 
places  of  residence  in  Rangoon  and  its  vicinity,  and  by  their 
consenting  to  open  a  regular  traffic  with  the  British  in  all 
articles  of  consumption.  Some  of  the  native  watermen,  too, 
'volunteered  into  our  service,  by  whose  assistance  we  were  en- 
-blec*  ^'  obviate  many  of  the  difficulties  which  our  ignorance 
i       .>,  'iTfh^\nn  of  the  Irawa'lv  would  otherwise  h^'^o.  occa- 
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Certainly  at  this  moment  the  situation  of  the  Burmese 
monarch  was  anything  but  enviable.  The  most  numerous  armies, 
headed  by  the  most  skilful  generals  he  could  send  into  the  field, 
had  been  defeated  again  and  again.  The  victorious  troops  at 
Rangoon  were  about  to  march  for  Ava ;  and  firom  the  north- 
east frontier  of  Arakan  a  large  force  under  Brigadier-General 
Morison  was  preparing  to  enter  his  empire,  and,  if  possible,  to 
co-operate  with  Sir  Archibald  Campbell's  division;  from  Sylhet, 
another  army,  under  Brigadier-General  Shotddham,  threatened 
to  advance  to  the  capital  through  Cassay ;  in  Assam,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Richards  was  busy  with  a  small  but  active  corps ;  and 
on  the  south  the  Siamese,  who  had  already  manifested  their 
friendly  dispositions  towards  the  British,  held  out  hopes  of 
their  making  a  movement  in  conjunction  with  our  columns 
which  were  to  march  up  the  Irawady.  His  celestial  Majesty, 
however,  is  not  easily  terrified,  or,  if  he  is,  he  has  too  much 
pride  to  show  it.  Upon  the  present  occasion  he  boldly  stood 
at  bay,  and  manfully  prepared  for  resistance  at  whatever  cost. 

It  was  on  the  13th  of  February  1825  that  the  general  advance 
of  the  British  troops  commenced.  They  were  divided  into  two 
columns ;  the  one,  about  two  thousand  strong,  proceeding  by 
land,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell ;  and  the 
other  by  water,  under  Brigadier-General  Cotton,  consisted  of 
about  one  thousand  European  infantry,  with  a  powerful  train 
of  artillery,  which  was  embarked  in  a  flotilla  of  sixty  boats, 
commanded  by  Captain  Alexander.  The  land  column  was  to 
proceed,  in  the  first  place,  up  the  Lain  river,  and  effect  a  junction 
with  Brigadier-General  Cotton  as  near  Donabew  as  possible.  A 
smaller  force,  under  Major  Sale,  was  also  ordered  to  take  pos- 
session of  Bassein,  after  which  it  likewise  was  to  join  the  main 
body  at  Donabew.  Brigadier  M'Reagh,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  troops,  was  left  in  command  at  Rangoon,  and  was  to 
employ  himself  in  superintending  the  fortification  of  that  town, 
which  went  on  briskly.  The  land  force,  under  General  Camp- 
bell,   marched    to    Lain,    without   meeting     any   resistance 
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whatever.  Its  distance  from  Rangoon  is  about  fifty  miles ;  but, 
owing  to  the  uncultivated  state  of  the  country,  and  the  absence 
of  everything  like  regular  roads,  the  troops,  though  in  high 
health  and  spirits,  cotdd  seldom  advance  more  than  eight  miles 
a  day. 

They  left  Rangoon  on  the  14th,  and  did  not  reach  Lain  till 
the  23rd  of  February.  The  town,  though  the  capital  of  a  pretty 
extensive  district,  was  found  quite  deserted,  and  a  halt  was  made 
at  it  for  only  a  single  night ;  after  which,  the  column  resumed 
its  march  towards  Donabew  with  all  possible  expedition.  By 
the  7th  March  it  was  near  enough  that  place  to  hear  distinctly 
the  sound  of  a  cannonade  which  the  marine  division  under 
General  Cotton,  having  arrived  first,  had  already  opened  upon 
it.  The  operations  of  this  division,  in  passing  up  the  Irawady, 
had  necessarily  been  much  more  arduous  than  those  of  the  land 
column.  Various  stockades  and  entrenchments  had  been  thrown 
up  upon  the  banks  to  oppose  its  progress.  At  Panlang,  in 
particular,  a  very  spirited  affair  took  place,  where  between  four 
thousand  and  five  thousand  Burmese  were  driven  back  from 
very  powerful  fortifications  with  considerable  loss.  Upon  this 
and  other  similar  occasions,  the  shells  and  rockets  used  by  the 
British  were  found  of  the  greatest  service,  both  as  tending  to 
throw  the  enemy  into  confusion  and  to  save  the  lives  of  our  men. 
After  these  successes,  Brigadier-General  Cotton  proceeded 
direct  to  Donabew;  and  though  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  had 
not  yet  come  up,  he  determined  upon  attacking  the  enemy, 
who,  headed  by  Bandoola,  mustered  about  fifteen  thousand 
strong,  and  had  fortified  their  position  in  the  most  skilful  and 
soldier-like  manner.  An  outer  stockade,  which  our  marine 
force  first  attacked,  was  carried  with  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of 
about  four  hundred  men.  The  attempt  made  upon  the  second 
stockade  was  less  successful;  and,  after  being  exposed  for  a 
conai/lpraHle  time  to  a  heavy  fire.  General  Cotton  found  it 
—  -- '— f-y  iX)  re-embark  the  troops  he  had  landed  for  the  pur- 
,„jM^.  ot  nfiakin^  the   As»».vltr    *nd    Iropp'^d    Hqw^    /^y\Ti'  m^lft* 
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below  Donabew,  there  to  wait  until  reinforced.     Our  loss  in 
this  second  affair  was  serious. 

In  the  meanwhile^  Sir  Archibald  Campbell^  not  altogether 
aware  of  the  formidable  resistance  which  was  to  be  made  at 
Donabew,  had  pushed  on  several  days'  march  towards  Prome, 
a  city  of  some  magnitude^  and  which  he  understood  was  the 
head-quarters  of  the  enemy.  On  the  11th  of  March  he  re- 
ceived despatches  informing  him  of  the  failure  of  the  attack 
upon  the  outworks  at  the  former  place,  and,  after  some  delibe- 
ration, he  judged  it  proper  to  retrace  his  steps  to  the  assistance 
of  General  Cotton.  On  the  14th,  and  four  following  days,  his 
troops  were  employed  in  crossing  the  Irawady,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  do  before  they  could  reach  Donabew.  The  task 
was  one  of  no  slight  difficulty;  but,  in  the  words  of  Major 
Snodgrass,  ''energy  and  perseverance,  aided  by  the  cheerful 
and  hearty  exertions  of  the  soldiers,  finaUy  triumphed  over 
every  obstacle.'^  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  25th  that  the 
army  arrived  within  gun-shot  distance  of  Donabew. 

The  main  stockade  at  the  fort  of  Donabew  was  upwards  of  a 
mile  in  length,  composed  of  solid  teak  beams,  from  fifteen  to 
seventeen  feet  high,  and  from  five  hundred  to  eight  hundred 
yards  broad.  Behind  this  were  the  brick  ramparts  of  the  place, 
surmounted  by  a  large  deep  ditch  filled  with  spikes,  nails,  and 
holes;  and  the  ditch  itself  was  shut  in  with  several  rows  of 
strong  railings,  together  with  an  abatis  of  great  breadth.  Our 
camp  was  hardly  pitched  before  a  sortie  was  made  from  the 
fort,  which,  though  of  a  formidable  appearance  at  first,  ended 
in  smoke.  For  several  days  skirmishes  of  a  desultory  kind 
took  place  before  the  works,  without  producing  any  serious  im- 
pression on  either  side.  On  the  1  st  of  April  a  continued  fire  of 
rockets  was  kept  up  on  our  part,  with  little  or  no  return  from 
the  enemy,  a  circumstance  which  occasioned  some  surprise. 
The  cause,  however,  was  satisfactorily  enough  explained  next 
day.  The  fort  of  Donabew  was  nearly  evacuated;  for,  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st,  Maha  Bandoola,  while  going  his  rounds. 
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had  been  killed  on  the  spot  by  a  rocket ;  and  sach  was  the  panic 
which  instantly  took  possession  of  the  garrison^  that  the  sur- 
yiving  chiefs  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  keep  it  any  longer 
together. 

Just  as  the  enemy^s  rear-guard  flew  towards  the  neighbour- 
ing jungle  on  the  2nd,  our  army  took  possession  of  the  place, 
and  found  in  it  a  great  store  not  only  of  guns  and  ammunition, 
but  of  grain  suflScient  for  many  months^  consumption.  The 
death  of  Maha  Bandoola  was  probably  the  greatest  misfortime 
which  the  Burman  monarch  had  yet  sustained.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  he  possessed  talents  of  no  mean  order ;  and  the 
respect,  approaching  to  awe,  which  he  had  inspired  in  his 
soldiers,  made  them  a  great  deal  more  formidable  when  under 
his  command  than  that  of  anyone  else.  One  of  the  prisoners 
found  in  the  fort  related  the  particulars  of  his  general's  death 
in  these  words :  "  I  belong  to  the  household  of  Menghi  Maha 
Bandoola,  and  my  business  was  to  beat  the  great  drums  that 
are  hanging  in  the  verandah  of  the  Wongee's  house.  Yester- 
day morning,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten,  while  the 
chiefs  dinner  was  preparing,  he  went  out  to  take  his  usual 
morning  walk  round  the  works,  and  arrived  at  his  observatory 
(that  tower  with  a  red  ball  upon  it),  where,  as  there  was  no 
firing,  he  sat  down  upon  a  couch  which  was  kept  there  for  his 
use.  While  he  was  giving  orders  to  some  of  his  chiefs,  the 
English  began  throwing  bombs,  and  one  of  them  falling  close 
to  the  general,  burst,  and  killed  him  on  the  spot.  His  body 
was  immediately  carried  away  and  burnt  to  ashes.  His  death 
was  soon  known  to  everybody  in  the  stockade,  and  the  soldiers 
refused  to  stay  and  fight  under  any  other  commander.  The 
chiefs  lost  all  influence  over  their  men,  every  individual  thinking 
only  of  providing  for  his  own  personal  safety.'^ 

Mah    Bandoola. 

The  death  of  Bandoola,  which  was  the  turning-point  of  the 
First  Burmese  War,  forces  Major  Snodgrass,  in  his  excellent 
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narrative,  to  dwell  at  some  length  on  the  character  of  the 
greatest  of  all  Burmese  generals ;  and  some  points  therein  sug- 
gest a  comparison  with  our  clever  and  wily  warlike  enemy  at  the 
Cape^  King  Cetawayo,  who,  strange  to  say,  may  now  (August 
1879)  be  bearded  in  his  den,  or  kraal,  wherever  that  may  be, 
by  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley,  who,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  in  the 
Second  Burmese  War  first  distinguished  himself  while,  as  a 
dashing  and  fearless  ensign,  leading  a  storming  party  in  the 
land  of  the  Golden  Foot*  at  Donabew. 

Before  giving  the  Major's  summing-up  of  Bandoola's  cha- 
racter, it  may  be  remarked  that,  in  our  opinion,  two  qualities 
reined  pre-eminent  in  him,  namely,  vainglory — according  to 
Bacon  an  essential  point  in  commanders  and  soldiers — and  a 
superstitious  fear,  inseparable  from  a  Burman  and  a  believer  in 
Gautama,  in  which  religion  spirits,  charms,  transmigrations, 
Niebban  or  Nirv&na — annihilation,  and  yet,  as  Gautama  men- 
tions an  ^^  eternal  city,^'  hardly  perfect  annihilation — form  the 
leading  features.  We  know  that.  East  and  West,  superstition 
has  been  the  confusion  of  many  States,  and  we  also  know  that  (to 
support  the  philosopher's  theory)  its  practical  effect,  during  the 
last  fifty  or  sixty  years  in  Upper  Burma,  has  been  to  bring  in  a 
new  primum  mobile  that  has  "  ravished  all  the  spheres  of  govem- 
ment.^'  Bandoola  was  certainly,  without  intending  it,  a  man 
glorious  for  mischief.  The  biographer  of  Charles  XII.  considers 
conquerors  a  species  between  good  kings  and  tyrants ;  and  we 
are  ever  eager  to  know  the  most  minute  circumstances  of  their 
lives.  The  Burman,  like  many  great  European  warriors  in  his- 
tory, must  needs  be  violent  to  ^^  make  good  his  own  vaunt " ;  and 


*  When  a  Burmese  Bubjoct  means  to  affirm  that  the  King  has  heard  any- 
thing, he  says  "  It  has  reached  the  golden  ears "  ;  he  who  has  obtained 
admittance  to  the  royal  presence  has  been  at  the  "  golden  feet."  The  perfume 
of  otto  of  roses  is  described  as  being  grateful  to  the  "  golden  nose.**  Gold  is 
the  type  of  excellence  among  Burmans — as  Shakspeare  says,  "  Gold — yellow, 
glittering,  precious  gold  !  '*  Yet,  although  so  highly  valued  for  ornament,  it 
IB  not  used  for  coin  in  the  country. 
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it  was  probably  in  this  state  of  mind  that,  sometime  before  a 
similar  threat,  already  mentioned,  with  regard  to  Calcutta, 
Bandoola  marched  with  his  army  through  the  Aeng  pass  into 
Arakan — asserting  Burmese  rights  to  Bengal — ^taking  with  him 
a  pair  of  golden  fetters  to  bind  the  Govemor^General  (Lord 
Hastings)  I 

Another  anecdote  of  him,  bringing  forth  the  superstitious  fear, 
may  be  related  : — 

During  an  early  period  of  the  operations,  Bandoola,  having 
heard  so  much  of  the  destructive  properties  of  a  shell,  desired 
that  one  should  be  brought  to  him  for  inspection.  A  shell, 
with  a  very  long  fuse,  having  been  projected  by  the  British, 
the  live  creature  was  being  brought,  fizzing  at  a  dreadful  rate, 
to  the  chief.  This  they  thought  to  be  a  decided  failure,  and 
the  thing  might  be  examined.  The  warrior,  at  some  distance, 
surveyed,  with  great  curiosity,  the  unfortunate  men  bringing 
the  fiery  fiend  along.  Another  second  or  two,  and  it  burst, 
killing  the  carriers  and  everyone  beside  it.  Bandoola  was 
thimderstruck :  and,  for  the  whole  of  that  day,  his  courage  left 
him. 

The  civilised  "  Swedish  Charles  "  comes  to  the  mind  at  this 
juncture;  and  we  think  of  his  placid  air  on  the  bursting  of 
the  bomb  in  the  house  at  Stralsund,  where  he  was  dictating, 
and  his  cool  remark, — on  the  consternation  of  his  secretary, 
after  the  latter's  "  Ah,  Sire,  the  bomb  I ''—"  What  has  the 
bomb  to  do  with  the  letter  I  am  dictating?     Go  on.'' 

True  enough,  in  the  case  of  Charles,  the  shell  had  killed  no 
one ;  but,  would  Bandoola,  like  him  "  who  left  a  name  at  which 
the  world  grew  pale,**  have  exposed  his  own  life  to  save  a  fellow- 
creature,  as  he  did  to  protect  one  of  his  generals  (Lieven)  at 
Thorn?*     We    think    not.      And  this  forms    an  important 


^H{a  IB  one  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  true  courage  in  military 
ax,^M.j      Is  the  general  had  on  a  bine  coat,  richly  trimmed  with  gold,  thns  ir 
iirt^  r,.  ,.  .^/nfiop.  pViQ-rVn.  i-Q  Mh  p^iun  bluo  with  brass  buttons  ^whioh.  as  wel 
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difference  in  the  military  character  of  the  Asiatic  and  the 
European. 

It,  doubtless,  does  so  also  in  that  of  the  African  warrior  and 
the  British  officer  or  soldier;  for  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  the 
renowned  King  Cetawayo,  on  any  occasion,  emulating  the  gal- 
lant and  noble  lord  who  has  received  the  Victoria  Cross  for 
conspicuous  bravery  in  saving  the  life  of  a  sergeant,  at  the 
risk  of  his  own,  during  a  reconnaisance  before  the  battle  of 
Ulundi. 

We  now  turn  from  this  perhaps  pardonable  digression  to 
Major  Snodgrass^s  character  of  Bandoola,  with  the  remark 
that  no  other  leading  Burman  has  since  displayed  similar  warlike 
capacity  and  energy,  although  the  nearest  approach  to  him  in 
the  second  war  was  the  powerful  robber  chieftain  Myat-htoon, 
who  gave  us  so  much  trouble  at  and  around  Donabew.  Major 
Snodgrass  writes : — 

^^The  character  of  Maha  Bandoola  seems  to  have  been  a 
strange  mixture  of  cruelty  and  generosity,  talent  with  want  of 
judgment,  and  a  strong  regard  to  personal  safety,  combined 
with  great  courage  and  resolution,  which  never  failed  him  till 
death.  The  acts  of  barbarous  cruelty  he  committed  are  too 
numerous  to  be  related ;  stem  and  inflexible  in  all  his  decrees, 
he  appears  to  have  experienced  a  savage  pleasure  in  witnessing 
the  execution  of  his  bloody  mandates ;  even  his  own  hand  was 
ever  ready  to  punish  with  death  the  slightest  mark  of  want  of 
zeal  in  those  he  had  intrusted  with  commands   or  the  defence 


as  the  cocked  hat  with  a  bullet-hole  in  it,  the  writer  saw  religiously  preserved 
in  a  glass  case  at  Stockholm),  placed  himself  before  his  ■**  subject,"  entirely 
screening  him,  to  save  him  from  being  hit ;  but  a  volley  of  cannon,  which  came 
in  flank,  "  struck  the  general  dead  on  the  spot  which  the  King  had  scarcely 
quitted.*'  The  death  of  this  oflicer,  apparently  killed  exactly  in  his  stead, 
made  him,  says  his  biographer,  believe  in  "  absolute  predestination,"  and  that 
he  was  reserved  for  yet  greater  things — an  idea  which  Bandoola  may  also 
have  cherished,  till  what  was  probably  a  shell  Congreve  rocket  caused  his 
death. 
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of  any  post.  Still  his  immediate  adherents  are  said  to  have 
been  sincerely  attached  to  him ;  uncontrolled  license  to  plunder 
and  extort  from  all  who  were  unfortunate  enough  to  meet 
Bandoola's  men^  may  no  doubt  haye  reconciled  them  to  their 
situation^  and  confirmed  them  much  in  their  attachment  to 
their  leader.  The  management  of  a  Burmese  army^  for  so  long 
a  period  contending  against  every  disadvantage  to  which  a 
general  can  be  subjected,  evinced  no  small  degree  of  talent ; 
while  the  position  and  defences  at  Donabew,  as  a  field-work, 
would  have  done  credit  to  the  most  scientific  engineer.  But 
it  is  difficult  to  account  for  his  motives,  or  give  credit  to  his 
judgment,  in  giving  up  the  narrow  rivers  of  Panlang  and  Lain, 
where  a  most  effectual  opposition  could  have  been  given,  to 
fight  his  battle  on  the  banks  of  the  broad  Irawady,  where  the 
ground  was  favourable  to  the  regular  movement  of  disciplined 
troops.  During  the  days  of  his  prosperity  Bandoola  seldom 
exposed  his  person— in  the  battles  of  Rangoon  and  Kokeen  he 
was  never  under  fire ;  but  he  did  not  hesitate,  when  circum- 
stances required  it,  to  allow  himself  to  be  hemmed  in  at  Dona- 
bew, where  he  boldly  declared  he  would  conquer  or  die,  and, 
till  he  actually  fell,  set  his  men  the  first  example  of  the  courage 
he  required  in  all.^' 

It  is  not  probable  that  Upper  Burma  will  furnish  another 
Bandoola ;  but,  under  any  circumstances,  we  must  be  prepared 
for  him,  and  never  be  so  mad  as  to  despise  our  enemy ! 
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CHAPTER  m. 

FROM  THE  ADVANCE  ON  PEOME  TO  THE  CONCLUSION  OF  A 
TREATY  OF  PEACE  AT  YANDABOO,  24tH  FEBBCJARY  1826. 

The  British  force  now  pushed  on  to  Prome  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible^  well  aware  that  decisive  measures  alone  would  pro- 
duce any  effect  on  the  obstinate  and  arrogant  Court  of  Ava. 
No  hostile  interruption  was  attempted  to  be  made;  but 
'^  letters  were  received,  in  the  course  of  the  march,  from  the 
Burmese  authorities  at  Prome,  intimating  the  willingness  of 
the  Government  to  conclude  a  peace."  "  As  it  was  suspected, 
however,^^  continues  Mr.  Bell,^  "  that  this  was  merely  a  strata- 
gem for  the  sake  of  gaining  time.  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  re- 
plied that  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  military  possession  of  Prome, 
he  would  be  happy  to  listen  to  any  overtures  of  an  amicable 
nature  which  might  be  made  to  him.^'  The  prudence  of  this 
determination  was  very  clearly  perceived  when  the  army  arrived 
before  that  city,  where  every  preparation  was  making  for  a 
vigorous  defence.  The  celerity  of  our  motions,  however,  was 
too  much  for  the  enemy,  who,  being  taken  by  surprise  before 


•  The  Calcutta  publisher  (in  1852)  of  "  An  Account  of  the  Barman  Empire," 
compiled  from  various  standard  works,  thus  alludes  to  Mr.  Henry  G.  Bell's 
Buccinct  and  clear  narrative  : — "  The  Account  of  the  Burmese  War  of  1824,  by 
Mr.  H.  G.  Bell,  which  concludes  the  work,  will  be  a  good  substitute  for  the 
ToluminouB  narrative  of  Snodgrass,  to  those  who  have  not  access  to  the  iBLtter 
Tolome." — The  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Bell's  narrative  is  contained  in  the 
present  Abstract. 
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their  fortifications  were  completed,  retired  during  the  night  of 
the  24th  of  April,  and,  on  the  25th,  General  Campbell  entered 
the  place  without  firing  a  shot.  As  the  rainy  season  was  about 
to  set  in,  and  the  campaign  therefore  necessarily  near  a  close, 
our  head-quarters  were  fixed  at  Prome,  from  whence  a  detach- 
ment marched,  during  May,  towards  Toungoo,  taking  possession 
of  the  intermediate  country,  and  returning  about  the  end  of 
May  to  Prome.  Tlie  Prince  of  Sarawuddy,  who  now  headed 
the  remnant  of  the  Burmese  army,  fell  back  upon  Melloon, 
and  busied  himself  in  raising  recruits,  to  the  number  of  about 
thirty  thousand,  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

During  the  stay  of  the  British  at  Prome,  everything  was 
done  to  conciliate  the  good-will  and  secure  the  confidence  of 
such  of  its  native  inhabitants  as  returned  to  it.  The  conse- 
quences were  particularly  happy.  The  tide  of  population  flowed 
back;  and  not  only  at  Prome,  but  in  all  the  towns  and  dis- 
tricts which  had  been  already  passed,  an  active  and  cheerful 
people  returned  to  live  in  unmolested  quiet,  perfectly  satisfied 
of  the  good  faith  and  honesty  of  their  invaders.  In  fact  the 
whole  of  Pegu,  as  well  as  a  considerable  portion  of  Ava  Proper, 
may  be  considered  aa  having,  at  this  time,  been  under  the  juris- 
diction  of  the  British.  We  had  certainly  conquered  the  country 
so  far:  and,  without  attemptinfic  any  material  alteration  of 
their  ordinary  modes  of  civU  govemient,  we  found  it  neces- 
sary  to  supply  the  place  of  their  magistrates  and  other  crea- 
tures of  the  crown,  who  had  for  the  most  part  absconded,  by 
organising  a  system  of  official  authority,  to  which  we  gave  the 
sanction  of  our  approval  and  assistance.  Into  the  details  of 
these  arrangements  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  enter.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  they  were  at  once  simple  and  effective; 
and  reflect  no  small  credit  on  our  Commander-in-Chief  and 
his  advisers. 

The  resources  of  the  Court  of  Ava,  great  as  their  efibrts  had 
already  been,  were  yet  far  firom  being  exhausted.  During  the 
period  in  which  there  was  a  necessary  cessation  of  hostilities. 
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a  new  army  was  organised^  amounting  to  seventy  thoiusand 
men^  and  all  thoughts  of  peace  appeared  to  be  laid  aside.  It 
was  the  earnest  desire,  however,  of  our  Commander-in-Chief 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  shedding  of  more  blood ;  and,  in  the 
beginning  of  October,  he  despatched  a  letter  to  the  Burmese 
head-quarters,  urging  strongly  upon  the  chiefs  the  propriety  of 
advising  their  sovereign  to  listen  to  the  lenient  terms  of  peace 
he  proposed.  In  consequence  of  this  letter  a  meeting  took 
place  at  Neoun-Ben-Zeik,  between  commissioners  appointed  on 
both  sides;  but  after  much  useless  conversation,  prolonged  to 
a  ridiculous  length  by  the  Burmese,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  prevail  upon  them  to  agree  to  the  proposals  we  made ;  and 
soon  after  the  Burmese  commissioners  had  returned  to  head- 
quarters, the  army  advanced,  in  battle  array,  to  the  very  gates 
of  Prome,  its  general  having  previously  honoured  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell  with  the  following  laconic  epistle : — "  If  you  wish  for 
peace,  you  may  go  away ;  but  if  you  aak  either  money  or  territory, 
no  friendship  can  exist  between  us.  This  is  the  Burman  custom.^' 
It  was  not  long  before  "Burman  custom"  underwent  a 
change.  To  oppose  the  formidable  force  which  now  threatened 
to  shut  us  in,  and  bury  us  among  the  ruins  of  Prome,  we  were 
able  to  muster  an  army  of  only  five  thousand  men,  of  whom 
only  three  thousand  were  British.  It  seemed  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  Burmese  leaders  not  to  risk  a  general  engagement,  but 
to  proceed  by  the  slower,  though  perhaps  more  certain,  method 
of  blockade.  As  soon  as  these  intentions  were  discovered,  it 
was  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once,  without  allowing 
him  more  time  for  strengthening  his  position.  On  the  Ist 
December  our  marine  and  land  forces  advanced  at  the  same 
moment ;  and,  after  a  well-contested  fight  of  some  hours,  the 
Burmese  were  driven  back,  with  much  slaughter,  to  a  stockade 
they  had  erected  some  miles  distant  on  the  heights  of  Napa- 
dee.  It  was  remarked,  as  a  curious  feature  of  this  engage- 
ment, that  three  young  and  handsome  women,  evidently  of 
high  rank,  fought   with   the  most  persevering   obstinacy  and 

4  ♦ 
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courage  among  the  ranks  of  the  Burmese^  recalling  to  the 
recollection  of  our  oflScers  all  they  had  ever  read  of  the 
Amazons  of  earlier  ages.  It  was  believed  that  at  least  two  of 
these  ladies  perished  in  the  field.  The  Burmese  general,  Maha 
Nemiou,  and  many  of  the  Chobwas,  or  tributary  princes,  who 
had  grown  grey  in  the  service  of  their  sovereign,  also  lost 
their  lives  on  this  day.  But,  after  all,  our  troops  had  only 
achieved  half  of  what  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  do.  Until 
the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  formidable  position  at  Napadee, 
we  could  not  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  gained  any  de- 
cisive victory.  On  the  2nd  of  December,  therefore,  and  the  four 
following  days,  the  army  was  employed  in  probably  the  most 
arduous  duty  it  had  yet  undertaken — that  of  forcing  the 
heights  of  Napadee.  They  were  fortified  with  unexampled 
strength,  although  the  natural  obstacles  they  presented  made 
artificial  means  of  defence  almost  unnecessary.  All  things 
considered,  we  do  not  think  we  can  be  accused  of  giving  way 
to  national  vanity  when  we  assert  that  none  but  British  soldiers, 
powerfully  assisted  by  a  flotilla  commanded  by  British  sailors, 
coidd  have  succeeded  in  steadily  advancing  from  one  stockade 
to  another,  under  the  continued  volleys  of  the  Burmese,  and 
in  driving  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  without  returning  a 
shot,  their  opponents  from  a  position  three  miles  in  extent. 
On  the  5th  the  victory  was  complete.  Every  division  of  the 
Burmese  army,  and  these  were  several,  had  been  beaten  in 
succession;  and,  completely  disheartened,  the  fugitives  dis- 
persed themselves  in  all  directions,  wherever  the  woods  or  the 
jungles  seemed  to  offer  concealment. 

It  was  now  determined  to  lose  no  time  in  advancing  to  Ava 
itself,  which  is  about  three  hundred  miles  distant  fix)m  Prome ; 
and  on  the  9th  of  December  the  march  was  commenced.  On 
the  29th  our  army  reached  Melloon,  about  halfway  between 
Ava  and  Prome,  having  seen  nothing  on  the  way  but  a  de- 
serted country,  covered  with  the  wounded,  the  dead,  and  the 
dying.     The  Burmese  monarch  was  at  last  awakened  to  some- 
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thing  like  a  becoming  knowledge  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
stood ;  and  at  Melloon  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  meet  us, 
and  to  intimate  the  arrival  of  a  commissioner  from  Ava, 
with  fiill  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace.  That  this  was 
really  the  case  was  attested  by  the  amicable  conduct  of  the 
enemy's  troops  who  were  assembled  at  Melloon. .  Our  army, 
therefore,  halted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  a  barge 
was  moored  in  the  middle,  where  the  first  meeting  with  the 
new  delegate  was  to  take  place. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  the  commissioners  of  both  nations  met. 
The  demand  made  upon  our  part  of  a  crore  of  rupees,  as  well 
as  of  the  cession  of  Arakan  and  the  restoration  of  Cassay,  was 
what  principally  startled  the  Burmese  commissioners;  but  at 
length,  finding  it  impossible  to  make  us  alter  our  terms,  the 
treaty  was  agreed  to  and  signed,  fifteen  days  being  allowed  for 
obtaining  the  ratification  of  the  King.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  period  it  was  communicated  to  us  from  Melloon  that  no 
ansi^er  had  yet  been  received  from  Ava,  and  a  further  delay  of 
some  six  or  eight  days  was  requested.  But  as  this  must  evidently 
have  been  a  preconcerted  scheme,  suspicions  were  aroused  of  the 
sincerity  of  that  designing  Court,  and  Sir  Archibald  Campbell 
gave  the  Burmese  the  choice  of  only  two  alternatives — either 
to  evacuate  Melloon,  and  allow  him  to  take  possession  of  it, 
in  which  case  he  would  remain  quiet  for  a  short  time  longer ; 
or  to  prepare  for  an  assaidt,  which  he  would  make  upon  it  that 
very  night.  The  Burmese,  with  much  courage,  instantly  pre- 
pared for  their  defence.  Though  not  inferior  in  bravery,  how- 
ever, the  military  tactics  of  the  Burmese  will  not  for  a 
moment  bear  any  comparison  with  ours..  Early  on  the  19th 
January  1826,  the  British  standard  was  erected  on  the  walls 
of  Melloon,  fifteen  thousand  men  having  been  driven  out  of 
the  town  by  comparatively  a  mere  handful.  In  the  house  of 
Prince  Memiaboo,  a  half-brother  of  the  King,  who  had  taken 
the  command,  was  found  money  to  the  amount  of  from  thirty 
thousand  to  forty  thousand  rupees ;  and  what  was  still  more 
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surprising^  though  perhaps  not  quite  so  agreeable^  both  the 
English  and  Burmese  copies  of  the  treaty  lately  made^  signed  and 
sealed  as  they  had  been  at  the  meetings  and  bearings  conse- 
quently, undeniable  evidence  of  their  never  having  been 
perused  by  the  King. 

"  It  is  no  easy  matter/^  says  an  officer  from  whose  work  we 
have  already  quoted,  "  to  divine  what  object  the  Court  of  Ava 
could  have  had  in  view  in  opening  negotiations  they  had  no 
intention  of  abiding  by,  or  what  possible  result  they  could  have 
anticipated  from  a  short  and  profitless  delay,  which  to  us  was 
in  every  point  of  view  desirable,  as  much  to  allow  the  men  to 
recover  from  the  debilitating  eflFects  of  their  late  fatigue,  as  to 
afford  time  for  collecting  cattle  from  the  interior  and  sufficient 
supplies  of  every  description  for  prosecuting  our  journey  along 
a  sacked  and  plundered  line  of  country/^  '^  Memiaboo  and  his 
beaten  army,^^  adds  Major  Snodgrass,  "  retired  from  the  scene 
of  their  disasters  with  all  possible  haste,  and  the  British  com- 
mander prepared  to  follow  him  up  without  delay.  Before, 
however,  commencing  his  march  he  despatched  a  messenger 
with  the  unratified  treaty  to  the  Kee  Woongee,  as  well  to  show 
the  Burmese  chiefs  that  their  perfidy  was  discovered,  as  to 
give  them  the  means  of  still  performing  their  engagements ; 
but  merely  telling  the  latter  in  his  note  that,  in  the  hurry  of 
departure  from  Melloon,  he  had  forgotten  a  document  which 
he  might  now  find  more  useful  and  acceptable  to  his  Govern- 
ment than  they  had  a  few  days  previously  considered  it.  The 
Woongee  and  his  colleague  politely  returned  their  best  thanks 
for  the  paper,  but  observed  that  the  same  hurry  that  had  caused 
the  loss  of  the  treaty  had  compelled  them  to  leave  behind  a 
large  sum  of  money,  which  they  also  much  regretted,  and 
which  they  were  sure  the  British  general  only  waited  an  oppor- 
tunity of  returning.*' 

Our  army  now  resumed  its  march  upon  Ava.  On  the  31st 
of  January  it  was  met  by  a  Doctor  Price,  an  American  mis- 
sionary,   and    an  Englishman    of   the    name    of    Sandford, 
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assistant-surgeon  of  the  Royal  Regiment  (who  had  been  taken 
prisoner  some  months  before)^  and  who  were  now  sent  on  their 
parole  of  honour  to  communicate  the  sincere  desire  which  his 
celestial  Majesty  at  last  entertained  for  peace^  and  to  ascertain 
the  lowest  terms  upon  which  it  would  be  granted.  The  terms 
oflFered  at  Melloon  were  renewed,  and,  the  British  general 
having  promised  not  to  advance  for  twelve  days  nearer  their 
capital  than  Pagahm-Mew,  the  two  delegates  returned  to  Ava. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Burmese  monarch  now  saw 
the  necessity  for  peace,  and  was  therefore  anxious  to  secure  it; 
but  the  terms  proposed,  lenient  as  they  were,  he  found  dread- 
fully galling  to  his  pride.  At  all  hazards,  therefore,  he  resolved 
upon  one  eflFort  more;  and  if  that  failed,  peace  was  to  be  imme- 
diately concluded.  On  the  fall  of  Melloon,  he  made  an  appeal 
to  the  patriotism  and  generosity  of  his  subjects.  He  repre- 
sented himself  as  tottering  on  his  throne,  and  the  immortal 
dominion  of  Ava  as  about  to  pass  away  into  the  hands  of 
strangers.  To  the  troops  which  he  now  collected,  to  the  amount 
of  about  forty  thousand  men,  he  gave  the  honourable  appellation 
of  "  Retrievers  of  the  King's  Glory  '^ ;  and  a  warrior,  bearing 
the  formidable  titles  of  "  Prince  of  the  Setting  Sun,''  "  Prince 
of  Darkness,''  and  "  King  of  Hell,"  was  entrusted  with  the 
command  of  this  force.  He  took  his  position  at  Pegahm-Mew, 
where  he  was  attacked  by  the  British  on  the  9th  of  March. 
The  result  was  the  same  as  had  attended  all  our  engagements 
with  the  Burmese.  We  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  the 
"  Retrievers  of  the  King's  Glory  "  fled  in  detached  parties  over 
the  country.  The  imfortunate  '' Prince  of  the  Setting  Sun" 
ventured  to  return  to  Ava  after  his  defeat,  where  he  was  imme- 
diately put  to  death  by  order  of  the  King. 

Peace  was  now  inevitable,  unless  it  had  been  resolved  to  allow 
Ava  itself  to  fall  into  our  hands.  The  army,  which  continued 
to  advance,  was  met  only  forty-five  nules  from  that  dty  by 
Dr.  Price  and  Mr.  Sandford,  accompanied  by  two  Ministers  of 
State  and  all  the  British  prisoners  who  had  been  taken,  during 
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the  war^  and  bringing  the  first  instahnent  of  the  money  pay- 
ment (twenty-five  lakhs  of  rupees)^  as  well  as  an  authority 
under  the  sign-manual^  to  accept  of  such  terms  of  peace  as  we 
might  propose.  These  were  finally  settled  and  signed  on  the 
24th  of  February  1826.  This  important  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
the  Honourable  East  India  Company  on  the  one  part^  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  on  the  other,  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing Articles,  to  which  we  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  a  place 
in  this  work : — 

"Art.  I. — ^There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  Honourable  Company  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
King  of  Ava  on  the  other. 

"Akt.  II. — His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  renounces  all 
claims,  and  will  abstain  from  all  future  interference  with  the 
principality  of  Assam  and  its  dependencies,  and  also  with  the 
contiguous  petty  states  of  Cachar  and  Jynteea.  With  regard 
to  Munnipore,  it  is  stipulated,  that,  should  Ghumbeer  Singh 
desire  to  return  to  that  country,  he  shall  be  recognised  by 
the  King  of  Ava  as  Rajah  thereof. 

"Art.  III. — To  prevent  all  future  disputes  respecting  the 
boundary  between  the  two  great  nations,  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  retain  the  conquered  provinces  of  Arracan,  including 
the  four  divisions  of  Arracan,  Ramree,  Cheduba,  and  Sandoway, 
and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  cedes  all  right  thereto  The 
Unnoupectowmien,  or  Arracan  mountains  (known  in  Arracan 
by  the  name  of  Yeomatoung,  or  Pokhingloung  range),  will 
henceforth  form  the  boundary  between  the  two  great  nations  on 
that  side.  Any  doubts  regarding  the  said  line  of  demarcation 
will  be  settled  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  respective 
Governments  for  that  purpose,  such  commissioners  from  both 
Powers  to  be  suitable  and  corresponding  in  rank. 

"Art.  IV. — His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  cedes  to  the 
British  Government  the  conquered  provinces  of  Yeh,  Tavoy, 
and  Mergui  and  Tenasserim,  with  the  islands  and  dependencies 
thereunto  appertaining,  taking  the  Salween  river  as  the  line  of 
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demarcation  on  that  frontier.  Any  doubts  regarding  their 
boundaries  will  be  settled  as  specified  in  the  concluding  part  of 
Art.  III. 

''  Abt  V. — In  proof  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  the  Burman 
OoYemment  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
between  the  nations^  and  as  part  indemnification  to  the  British 
Government  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Ava  agrees  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  crore  of  rupees. 

"  Abt.  VI. — No  person  whatever,  whether  native  or  foreigner, 
is  hereafter  to  be  molested  by  either  party,  on  account  of  the 
part  which  he  may  have  taken,  or  have  been  compelled  to  take, 
in  the  present  war. 

"Abt.  VII. — In  order  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  and  peace  hereby  established  between  the  two 
Governments,  it  is  agreed  that  accredited  ministers,  retaining 
an  escort  or  safe-guard  of  fifty  men  from  each,  shall  reside  at 
the  durbar  of  the  other,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  or 
to  build  a  suitable  place  of  residence,  of  permanent  materials ; 
and  a  commercial  treaty,  upon  principles  of  reciprocal  advan- 
tage, will  be  entered  into  by  the  high  contracting  Powers. 

"Abt.  VIII. — All  public  and  private  debts  contracted  by 
either  Government,  or  by  the  subjects  of  either  Government, 
with  the  others  previous  to  the  war,  to  be  recognised  and  liqui- 
dated, upon  the  same  principles  of  honour  and  good  faith  as 
if  hostilities  had  not  taken  place  between  the  two  nations ;  and 
no  advantage  shall  be  taken  by  either  party  of  the  period  thut 
may  have  elapsed  since  the  debts  were  incurred,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  the  war;  and  according  to  the  universal  law  of  nations, 
it  is  farther  stipulated  that  the  property  of  all  British  subjects 
who  may  die  in  the  dominions  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava 
shall,  in  the  absence  of  legal  heirs,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  British  Resident  or  Consul  in  the  said  dominions,  who 
will  dispose  of  the  same  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  British 
law.  In  like  manner,  the  property  of  Burmese  subjects  dying 
under  the  same  circumstances,  in  any  part  of  the  British  domi- 
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nions^  shall  be  made  over  to  the  Minister  or  other  authority 
delegated  by  hi«  Burman  Majesty  to  the  Supreme  Govemment 
of  India. 

^'Aat.  IX. — The  King  of  Ava  will  abolish  all  exactions 
upon  British  ships  or  yessels  in  Burman  ports  that  are  not 
required  for  Burman  ships  or  vessels  in  British  ports;  nor 
shall  ships  or  yessels^  the  property  of  British  subjects^  whether 
European  or  Indian^  entering  the  Rangoon  river,  or  other 
Burman  ports,  be  required  to  land  their  guns,  or  unship  their 
rudders,  or  to  do  any  other  act  not  required  by  Burmese  ships 
or  vessels  in  British  ports. 

'^Abt.  X. — ^The  good  and  faithful  ally  of  the  British  Govem- 
ment, His  Majesty  the  King  of  Siam,  having  taken  a  part  in  the 
present  war,  wiU,  to  the  fullest  extent,  as  far  as  regards  His 
Majesty  and  his  subjects,  be  included  in  the  above  treaty. 

"  Abt.  XI. — ^This  treaty  to  be  ratified  by  the  Burmese  autho- 
rities competent  in  the  like  cases,  and  the  ratification  to  be 
accompanied  by  all  British,  whether  European  or  Native, 
American  and  other  prisoners,  who  will  be  delivered  over  to 
the  British  commissioners ;  the  British  commissioners,  on  their 
part,  engaging  that  the  said  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  Bight 
Honourable  the  Governor- General  in  Council,  and  the  ratifica- 
tion shall  be  delivered  to  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava,  in  four 
months,  or  sooner  if  possible ;  and  all  the  Burmese  prisoners 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  delivered  over  to  their  own  Govem- 
ment, as  soon  as  they  arrive  from  Bengal. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

'^  Largeen  Mionqa,  '^  A.  Campbell, 

Woongee,  L.S.  Major-General  and  Senior 

Seal  of  the  Lotoo.  Commissioner. 

(Signed) 


(Signed) 


^'T.  C.  Robertson, 


"  Shwaouin  Woon,  ^^  Commissioner,  L.S. 

Atawoon,  L.S.  (Signed) 


t€ 


H.  D.  Chads,  Captain,  B.N. 
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"Additional  Abticle. — ^The  British  Commissioners  being 
most  anxiously  desirous  to  manifest  the  sincerity  of  their  wish 
for  peace^  and  to  make  the  immediate  execution  of  the  fifth 
article  of  this  treaty  as  little  irksome  or  inconyenient  as  possible^ 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  consents  to  the  following  arrange- 
ments with  respect  to  the  division  of  the  sum  totals  as  specified 
in  the  article  before  referred  to,  into  instalments,  viz. : — Upon 
the  payment  of  twenty-five  lakhs  of  rupees,  or  one-fourth  of  the 
sum  total  (the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  being  executed),  the 
army  will  retire  to  Bangoon,  Upon  the  further  payment  of  a 
similar  sum  at  that  place,  within  one  hundred  days  from  this 
date,  with  the  proviso  as  above,  the  army  wiU  evacuate  the 
dominions  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  with  the  least 
possible  delay ;  leaving  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  sum  total  to 
be  paid  by  equal  annual  instalments  in  two  years,  from  this  24th 
day  of  February  1826,  a.d,,  through  the  Consul  or  Resident  in  Ava 
or  Pegae,  on  the  part  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

'^  liAROEEN    MiONGA,  ^'  A.  CaMFBELL, 

Woongee,  L.S.  Major-General  and  Senior 

Seal  of  the  Lotoo.  Commissioner. 

(Signed) 
"  T.  C.  Robertson, 

'^  ShWAGUIN   WoON,  i-L-    -1  i-i  •     •  TO 

'  Civil  Commissioner,  L.S. 


(Signed) 


Atawoon,  L.S. 


(Signed) 
'^H.  D.  Chads,  Captain,  R.N.'' 


Such,  then,  was  the  end  of  the  First  Burmese  War,  which 
altered  the  territories  or  relations  of  the  British  in  India,  and 
first  made  us  acquainted  with  the  Burmese  in  the  eastern 
peninsula.  However  much  the  various  writers  on  this  interest- 
ing war  may  difier  as  to  the  conduct  or  justice  of  it  on  our  part, 
they  all  agree  as  to  the  matchless  coolness  and  arrogance  of  the 
Burmese  history  which  records  it.     The  victory  cost  us  dear. 
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The  King  of  Ava  had  been  compelled  to  renounce  all  claims  on 
Assam^  Cassay^  Arakan^  Martaban^  Tavoy,  and  Tenassenm, 
and  to  pay  a  crore  of  rupees — one  million  sterling — as  an 
indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  following  is 
from  the  Royal  Chronicle  of  the  Burmese: — "In  the  years 
1186  and  1187  ''  (of  the  Burmese  era)  *^  the  Kulapyu,  or  white 
strangers  of  the  west,  fastened  a  quarrel  upon  the  Lord  of  the 
Golden  Palace.  They  landed  at  Rangoon,  took  that  place  and 
Prome  '*  (properly  Pyee  Myo),  "  and  were  permitted  to  advance 
as  far  as  Yandaboo ;  for  the  King,  from  motives  of  piety  and 
regard  to  life,  made  no  preparation  whatever  to  oppose  them. 
The  strangers  had  spent  vast  sums  of  money  in  their  enterprise, 
so  that  by  the  time  they  reached  Yandaboo  their  resources  were 
exhausted,  and  they  were  in  great  distress.  They  then  peti- 
tioned  the  King,  who,  in  his  clemency  and  generosity,  sent  them 
large  sums  of  money  to  pay  their  expenses  back,  and  ordered 
them  out  of  the  country.^^ 

Thus  did  the  Burmese,  ignoring  the  fact  of  their  being  the 
aggressors,  cleverly  and  resignedly  register  their  case  in  the 
national  archives,  according  to  Burman  custom  I  The  boastful 
character  of  the  Burmese,  as  with  the  Chinese,  and  in  a  lesser 
measure  with  the  Siamese,  fifty  years  ago,  made  it  more  difficult 
than  at  present  for  the  Western  nations  to  bring  them  to  their 
complete  senses,  and  cause  them  to  acqu^e  that  degree  of  civi- 
lisation to  which  such  ingenious  people  might  otherwise  have 
speedily  aspired.  Throughout  this  long  war  the  British  and 
native  soldiers  deserved  and  received  the  gratitude  of  their 
country.  On  the  8th  of  May  1827,  Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  moved 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  on  the  14th  Lord  Goderich  in 
the  Lords,  "  That  the  thanks  of  each  House  be  given  to  the 
officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  late  glorious  successes  in 
India  '^  (or  rather  in  India  beyond  the  Ganges,  or,  as  Malte-Brun 
styles  it,  Chin-India) .  The  remark  by  the  British  Parliament. 
"  Tlorio'ip  '5nnr»pftpo«i  i^j  Tnrlip   *     '^rring  ou  th**  Hght  sidc — is  apt 

tiiiiir-    *-». -^       -It. I,   ^*r*f*    ^\i\\  tl»<»f"  of  «     jnpvilftf    iipfmna»i 
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of  British  India^  who^  after  asserting  that  the  Barmese  war  was 
the  principal  event  of  Lord  Amherst^s  administration,  and  that  by 
the  successful  operations  the  Company  gained  a  large  extent  of 
territory  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  writes : — 
"  As  this  conquest,  however,  was  carried  on  entirely  beyond  the 
limits  of  India  proper,  it  does  not  belong  to  the  subject  of  the 
present  work  ! "  This  is  a  remarkable  statement.  The  war  was 
actually  undertaken  to  protect  Bengal,  or  give  us  a  better 
"  scientific  frontier ''  to  the  eastward  (or  south-east)  than  for- 
merly ;  and  yet  even  the  principal  operations  of  such  an 
important  war  did  not  require  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity ! 
As  well  might  we  say  that  Canada  or  South  Africa  should  be 
excluded  from  a  History  of  the  British  Empire.  Regarding  our 
Eastern  Empire,  we  must  ever  consider  each  square  mile  or 
even  acre  of  it  an  important  part  of  "  the  stupendous  whole  ! '' 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  the  eflFects  of  the  first  Bmrmese 
war  without  thinking  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  illustrious 
statesman  and  orator,  Mr.  Canning.  Having  gained  a  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  Indian  afi^airs  at  the  Board  of  Control, 
he  had  been  selected  to  proceed  to  India  as  Governor-General. 
But  he  could  ill  be  spared  from  Europe ;  the  people  of  England 
especially  could  not  spare  him ;  so  Lord  Amherst  went  in  his 
stead.  It  was  during  his  mighty  achievements  as  Foreign 
Secretary,  therefore,  that  he  could  only  hear  at  a  distance  of 
the  war  and  our  relations  with  Burma;  and  it  is  curious  to  re- 
flect what  policy  he  might  have  recommended  to  the  Court,  or 
himself  adopted,  had  the  Lord  of  the  White  Elephant  and  the 
Golden  Foot  come  under  his  special  control.  The  great  poli- 
tical "  adventurer  " — as  he  was  styled  by  his  enemies — might  in 
a  burst  of  eloquent  enthusiasm — as  Viceroy  he  would  have  ex- 
hibited the  ready  writing  genius,  vigour,  and  foresight  of  Lord 
Dalhousie,  combined  with  the  statesman-like  moderation  of 
Lord  Mayo — have  informed  the  people  of  both  Upper  and 
Lower  Burma,  that  he  called  the  British  or  New  power  in 
portions  of  their  golden  land  into  existence  ''  to  redress  the 
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balance  of  the  Old/^*  which  robbed  them  of  independence,  and 
made  them  the  slaves  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  Mr.  Canning's 
remarks  on  war  as  well  as  politics — say,  the  balance  of  power 
— appear  to  be  equally  just :  they  are  especially  so  when  we 
regard  the  progress  of  British  power  in  the  East.  On  the 
uncertainty  of  war  he  says: — ''How  seldom  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  wars  of  Europe  has  any  war  between  two  great 
Powers  ended  in  obtaining  the  exact,  the  identical  object  for 
which  the  war  was  begun ! ''  May  not  the  same  be  said  with 
regard  to  our  Indian  wars  against  minor  powers  ?  And  again 
— ^particularly  applicable  at  the  present  time  (1879),  when  the 
encroachments  of  Russia  in  certain  quarters  have  been  arrested 
by  that  stem  sentry,  a  ''  scientific  frontier  " — he  exclaims : — 
''  The  balance  of  power !  ...  Is  it  not  a  standard  per- 
petually varying  as  civilisation  advances,  and  as  new  nations 
spring  up  and  take  their  place  among  established  political 
communities  ?  " 

During  two  centuries  the  balance  of  power  has  been  adjusted 
over  and  over  again.  Upwards  of  half  a  century  ago,  as  in 
later  times,  there  were  revolutions  and  counter-revolutions, 
Greek  and  other  settlements  in  Europe,  and  a  boundary  dispute 
in  Europe  and  America;  and  in  Africa  and  Chin -India  the 
Ashantee  and  Burmese  wars.  Time  moves  rapidly  on;  vast 
changes  throughout  the  world  are  now  on  the  eve  of  being 
accomplished,  till,  at  no  distant  period,  universal  civilisation 
may  be  found  emerging  from  chaos. 

The  balance  of  power  in  the  East  will  soon  be  a  very  difficult 
problem  to  solve,  especially  if  Russia  and  Ghermanyf  (which 


*  The  great  statesman's  celebrated  sentenoei  with  which  the  above  libertj 
a  ^aken,  the  reader  maj  recollect,  was  ntteied  in  allosion  to  his  being  the 
'  — b  £iiropean  minister  to  recognise  Sonth  American  independence : — "  I  calleo 
^uo  New  World  into  existence  to  redress  the  balance  of  the  Ol^.'     ^-r  \fi9^ 
A^  '^nT«ning  became  Premier,  and  died  in  Aogost  of  that  veft- 
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seems  probable)  become  mixed   up  with  China;  and  Russia,  \ 

with  the  usual  steadiness  of  purpose,  becomes  too  eager  about 
establishing  a  profitable  inland  trade  with  the  flowery  land — 
the  vast  region  whose  people  are  still  exclusive,  but  now  more 
progressive  and  wonderful  and  pliable  than  at  any  former 
period  !  With  so  many  "  coming  events  *'  casting  their 
"shadows  before,"  it  becomes  almost  an  imperative  duty  on 
Great  Britain  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  Upper  Burma,  as 
Chinese  relations*  with  the  Golden  Foot  may  expand  at  any 
moment ;  and  during  some  great  crisis,  or  sudden  convulsion, 
we  might  lose  the  chance  of  better  securing  our  eastern  and 
south-eastern  frontier,  and  thus  risk  those  vast  commercial 
interests  for  which  the  way  has  been  so  admirably  paved  by  the 
first  and  second  Burmese  wars. 


*  Burma  is  a  sort  of  vassal  of  China. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 


BEMABES   ON   THE    OPEBATIONS. 


"  How  true  it  is  that  in  militftrj  operationB  time  is  everjthing !  " 

Wellington. 


In  the  event  of  a  third  Burmese  war,  or  any  future  military 
operations  in  Chin-India,  it  may  he  well  to  gather  a  few  lessons 
from  the  experiences  of  the  old  campaigns.  The  first  grand 
failure  of  the  Burmese  in  opposing  or  standing  against  us  has 
been  attributed  to  their  ignorance  of  the  art  of  wary  or  at 
least  to  their  knowledge  of  the  art  being  very  limited.  But 
even  had  they  possessed  a  general-in-chief  like  Baron  De 
Jomini  among  them,  without  the  feeling  that  it  is  the  disci- 
pline of  an  army  that  makes  the  multitude  act  as  one  man, 
the  result  would  have  been  the  same.  Such  a  Burmese  strate- 
gist must  have  worked  after  his  own  fashion,  the  proper  use  of 
jungles,  fastnesses,  trees,  stockades,  rivers,  swamps,  old  guns, 
and  jinjals,*  being  to  him  what  field-works  teeming  with  im- 
provements in  engineering  and  artillery  science  are  to  us ;  the 


*  WaU  pieces,  carrying  smaU  balls,  Tarying  from  half  a  pound  to  two  or 
three  pounds  in  weight. 
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above  forming  a  large  portion  of  his  idea  of  the  art  of  war — 
as  we  found  to  our  cost,  no  very  bad  one. 

The  Burmese,  when  the  first  war  broke  out,  and  fifteen  years 
before,  had  a  very  exalted  idea  of  their  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war;  so  much  so  that  in  1810  one  of  the  ministers  at  Ava  in- 
formed Captain  Canning,  the  British  envoy,  that  if  application 
had  been  originally  made  in  a  proper  manner.  His  Burman 
Majesty  would  have  sent  an  army,  and  put  the  British  nation 
in  possession  of  the  whole  of  France,  thus  ending  the  revolu- 
tionary war  in  Europe.  Another  absurdity  of  the  same  period 
is  given  in  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  Governor-General,  com- 
posed by  the  Ava  ministers,  declaring  the  King  of  England  to 
be  a  vassal  of  the  Burman  monarch ;  but  this,  it  is  written, 
"  was  too  much  even  for  the  despotic  Minderajee  Praw,  who 
ordered  it  to  be  expunged/' 

During  the  long  series  of  operations  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged throughout  the  first  war,  exemplary  patience  under  diflS- 
culties,  and  admirable  conduct  in  retreat,  among  the  Burmese, 
were  especially  observable.  The  retreat  of  Maha  Bandoola 
from  Rangoon  was  managed  with  considerable  skill.  When, 
with  the  remnant  of  his  army,  he  retreated  finally  upon  Dona- 
bew,  he  left  posts  on  the  Lain  and  Panlang  rivers,  to  harass 
and  detain  the  British  force  in  moving  forward.  And  even  after 
their  hero's  death,  in  a  desultory  and  disorderly  flight,  we  are 
informed  that  the  characteristic  cunning  and  caution  of  the 
nation  was  conspicuous,  as  Major  Snodgrass  writes,  ''  effecting 
their  retreat  with  such  science  and  circumspection  as  would 
have  been  a  lesson  to  the  best  disciplined  army  in  Europe.''* 

Variety  of  resource  to  facilitate  operations  is  also  strikingly 
apparent  in  the  Burmese  tactics.  For  instance,  what  could  be 
more  ingenious  than  converting  a  huge  tree  into  a  battery? 


•  ICajor  Snodgrass's  **  Narratiye  of  the  Barmefle  War/'  p.  176. 
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Bandoola's  look-out  tree  at  Donabew — ^mounting  fonr  guns — 
was  certainly  an  extraordinary  work,  on  which  even  Yauban  or 
Cormontaigne  could  never  have  calculated,  and  which  would 
have  raised  a  smile  on  the  calm  visage  of  Linnaeus,  the  father 
of  the  peaceful  science  of  botany.  Prom  an  engraving,  the 
tree  appears  to  be  cleft  in  twain,  all  the  smaller  branches 
being  lopped  off,  and  a  series  of  props  or  arms  left  of  consider- 
able dimensions.  Across  and  resting  on  these  are  three  tiers, 
the  lowest  mounting  one  gun  in  the  centre ;  on  the  second,  a 
gun  left  and  centre ;  and  on  the  top  tier,  a  gun  left ;  the  whole 
surmounted  by  a  shed,  with  strong  posts  and  a  well-matted 
roof,  in  which  warlike  domicile  are  seated  two  warriors,  armed 
with  muskets,  apparently  engaged  in  feeling  if  their  powder  is 
dry.  So  much  for  Bandoola's  look-out  tree  at  Bonabew.  The 
Burmese  operations  during  the  war,  as  will  have  been  seen,  were 
offensive  as  well  as  defensive,  of  course  chiefly  the  latter ;  the 
stockade — ^in  the  construction  of  which  they  are  perfectly 
wonderful,  and  in  making  which  even  women  and  children 
assisted — being  given  them,  as  it  were,  by  Nature  for  their 
own  fortification.  In  attack,  the  Burmese  varied  consider- 
ably ;  at  times  being  very  feeble,  but  occasionally  very  despe- 
rate, as  will  be  seen  from  the  general^s  account  of  the  attack 
on  the  British  post  at  Kemmindine,  where  the  First  Madras 
Fusiliers'^  and  the  gallant  ^th  Madras  Native  InfiEUitry  so 
greatly  distinguished  themselves.  The  Burmese  attack  on 
Pegu — gallantly  defended  by  Major  (now  General  Sir  William) 
Hill — in  the  second  war  was  the  only  approach  to  the  deter- 
mined assault  on  Kemmindine  of  the  first. 

But  the  most  desperate  Burmese  attacks  during  the  first 


•  Her  Majesty's  102nd  Bojal — "  The  Boyal  Tigers  " — speetcmwr  agendo-— 
bearing  on  its  colonrs  glories  commenoing  at  Arcot  and  Plassey,  down  to 
"  Aya,"  "  Pegn,"and  "  Lucknow."  This  was  the  famous  Neill's  legiment — 
General  Keill,  the  '*  avenging  angel  of  the  Indian  Mutiny." 
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campaigns  were  those  made  at  Watty-goon^  for  Watty  goung) 
before  we  forced  the  heights  of  Nepadee.     The  veteran  chief, 
Maha  Nemiow,  had  at  length  arrived  from  the  Court  of  Ava 
as  if  to  supply  the  place  of  a  Bandoola,  and  direct  the  general 
operations  of  the  army.    Two  brigades  had  been  ordered  to  dis- 
lodge the  enemy.     They  were  to  be  assaulted  in  flank  and  rear^ 
while  the  main  body  attacked  in  front.     The  Burmese,  obtain- 
ing information  of  this  plan,  did  not  wait  '^  to  be  visited  in 
their  position,'^  but  met  the  British  columns  halfway,  com- 
menced an  animated  and  continual  skirmish,  and  thus  frus- 
trated the  simultaneous  attack   of  the  three   corps.    When 
Watty-goon  was  reached  it  was  found  to  be  strongly  stockaded. 
Colonel  M^Dowall  was  killed  while  reconnoitring  the  place. 
So  at  length,  finding  the  position  far  too  strong  for  a  divided 
force,  ''  a  retreat  was  ordered,  and  conducted  with  steadiness 
and  regularity " ;   but  we  met  with  severe  loss,  "  the  enemy 
closely  following  it  up  for  several  miles.'^     The  caution  of  Maha 
Nemiow  was  remarkable  for  a  Burman.    Advancing  direct  upon 
Prome,  he  moved  slowly,  stockading  himself  at  every  mile  as 
he  advanced. 

Regarding  the  British  operations  during  this  war,  of  course 
they  were,  as  usual,  chiefly  successful  through  bold  and  dashing 
attack ;  and  considering  the  length  of  the  campaigns,  and  the 
local  disadvantages  (chiefly  from  the  want  of  a  good  intelli- 
gence department)  we  laboured  under,  we  managed  admirably, 
and  committed  very  few  mistakes.  Our  attacks  were  generally, 
as  they  ever  should  be  in  such  regions,  sharp,  short,  and  de- 
cisive. Taking  into  account  the  natural  obstacles  of  the 
country,  and  the  mode  of  warfare  adopted  by  the  Burmese,  we 
could  hardly  have  done  more.  As  will  have  been  seen,  the 
enemy  seemed  to  favour  a  position  flanked  on  both  sides  by  a 
jungle;   but   the  British  charge,  even  through  this  obstacle, 


*  Sixteen  miles  from  Promei  in  a  north-east  direction. 
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was  generally  irresistible.  And  the  Burmese  fear  of  a  terrible 
rush  of  cold  steel  reached  its  climax  when^  twenty-eight  yean 
after,  we  attacked  Rangoon,  or  rather  the  great  Shw^-dagon 
pagoda,  and  achieved,  as  our  readers  wiU  soon  observe,  ''a 
brilliant  feat  of  arms.''* 

The  decisive  action  at  Eokeen  in  the  first  war  was  highly 
creditable  to  the  British  arms,  and  shows  what  efiects  can  be 
gained  against  a  formidable  stockade  by  a  well-organised  and 
well-managed  plan  of  attack.  It  will  have  been  observed  that 
on  this  occasion  a  well-directed  fire  of  artillery  speedily  made  a 
breach  in  the  work,  which  was  then  so  gallantly  carried  by  the 
infantry ;  but  as  a  general  rule  we  think  that  what  the  great 
Duke  said  with  reference  to  attacks  on  Indian  forts,  notwith- 
standing the  uncertainty  in  their  issue,  is  applicable  to  warfare 
in  Chin-India^ — that  it  is  more  expedient  and  more  creditable  to 
our  arms  if  we  can  attack  without  wasting  time  in  making  an  actual 
breach.  It  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  breach  some 
stockades — the  very  nature  of  their  construction  afibrding  such 
vast  powers  of  resistance — so  the  artillery  must  just  be  content 
with  throwing  shells,  fire-balls,  rockets,  or  such-like  projectiles, 
into  the  Burmese  fort,  while  the  infantry  are  looking  out  for 
some  weak  point  in  the  flanks  or  rear  to  enter,  and  the  irre- 
gular cavalry  are  all  on  the  alert  to  cut  off  the  enemy  while 
attempting  to  escape  from  the  stronghold.  Of  course,  covering 
advance  and  assault  by  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  on  the  de- 
fences; enfilading  the  part  attacked,  if  possible;  and,  if  the 
ground  were  favourable,  taking  the  place  by  escalade,  would  all 
be  considered  by  a  judicious  commander. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  De  Jomini's  famous  chapter  on 
'  Offensive  and  Defensive  Operations "  without  giving  pre- 
^t^renne  in  *bft  system  to  the  former.  Applied  to  a  more 
•^"oi^^m    .jjr^rM-^nn^  the  offfimaive  is  considered  always  advan- 
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tageous,  especially  in  strategy.  ''  In  fact/'  writes  the  Baron^ 
''  if  the  art  of  war  consist  in  directing  one's  forces  upon  the 
decisive  point,  it  is  comprehended  that  the  first  means  of 
applying  this  principle  will  be  to  take  the  initiative  of  move- 
ments/' Again  :  ''  The  ofiensive,  considered  morally  and 
politically,  is  almost  always  advantageous,  because  it  carries 
the  war  upon  foreign  soil,  spares  your  own  country,  diminishes 
the  resources  of  the  enemy,  and  augments  yours/'  In  tactics, 
the  offensive  has  also  its  immense  advantages ;  but  they  are 
'^  less  positive,  because  the  operations  not  being  upon  so  large 
a  sphere,  he  who  has  the  initiative  cannot  conceal  them  from 
the  enemy,  who,  discovering  this  instantly,  can,  by  the  aid  of 
good  reserves,  remedy  it  on  the  spot/'*  Defensive  war,  never- 
theless, has  its  advantages  when  ''  the  inert  or  passive "  and 
the  *'  active  defence  with  offensive  returns  "  are  wisely  com- 
bined. It  is  a  great  talent  to  know  how  to  retake  the  initiative 
in  the  midst  even  of  a  defensive  struggle.  To  the  non-military 
reader  it  may  be  well  to  say  a  word  on  strategy  and  tactics. 
The  former  includes  "  the  ensemble  of  the  theatre  of  war," 
including  in  such  the  diflferent  combinations  which  it  might 
offer,  and  ^'  the  choice  and  the  establishment  of  the  fixed  base 
and  of  the  zone  of  operations."  Tactics  have  merely  to  do  with 
the  manoeuvres  of  an  army  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  the 
different  formations  for  leading  the  troops  to  attack.  Perhaps 
our  admirable  young  volimteers  of  the  present  day  will  keep 
these  definitions  strictly  in  mind. 

Of  course,  the  most  important  point  in  a  plan  of  operations 
is  a  good  base;  and  if  an  army  operating  against  Germany 
would  be  right  in  selecting  for  its  base  the  Rhine,  so  would  a 
British  army  operating  against  Upper  Burma,  and  other  parts 
of  Chin- India,  select  for  its  base  the  Irawady,  and  other  noble 
rivers.    With  reference  to  the  Irawady  it  may  be  said,  "  A  base 


•  See  <'  The  Art  of  War/'  Art.  zvL,  "  Btategical  combinationB,"  pp.  88,  84. 
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supported  upon  a  large  and  impetuous  river^  the  banks  of  which 
should  be  held  by  good  fortresses^  situated  in  command  of  this 
river,  would  be,  without  contradiction,  the  most  favourable  that 
could  be  desired/'  Throughout  Chin-India  many  rivers  would 
be  found  for  bases,  on  which  we  could  fall  back,  or  from  which 
we  could  move  forward  at  pleasure ;  while  British  Burma  surely 
has  capacity  sufficient  for  establishing  thereon  any  amount  of 
magazines  or  depots.  Touching  on  Burmese  rivers  brings 
forth  the  difference  between  Burmese  and  British  strategy,  as 
has  already  been  observed  in  the  case  of  Bandoola,  who  is 
blamed  for  having  given  up  the  narrow  Panlang  and  Lain 
rivers,  where  he  could  have  presented  a  most  effectual  oppo- 
sition, to  fight  on  the  banks  of  the  broad  Irawady  at  Donabew. 
If,  then,  during  the  first  Burmese  war,  the  noble  Irawady 
formed  a  splendid  base  of  operations  for  the  invader,  what 
would  it  be  now  with  the  whole  of  Pegu  at  our  command, 
and,  what  we  must  obtain  at  all  hazards,  entire  control  over 
the  eastern  and  western  Karennee  country  1  With  such  bases 
of  operations,  strategy  with  the  British  in  Chin- India  will  be 
supreme,  or,  at  least,  better  than  any  invading  army  in  that 
quarter  ever  had  before  for  conquest.  Even  with  a  second- 
rate  general,  provided  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  art  of  war 
were  attended  to— no  over  confidence,  but  even  more  caution 
than  against  an  European  foe — it  would  be  simply  a  case  of 
veni,  vidi,  vici  I  With  such  bases  of  operations,  we  should  be 
far  more  than  a  match  for  any  power  that  could  be  arrayed 
against  us. 

In  the  event  of  any  extensive  operations  in  and  around 
Upper  Burma,  we  would  probably  have,  say,  three  sorts  of 
OUes — Karens,  Shans,  and  some  other  powerful  tribe  which 
"•^'ild  be  sure  to  arise  if  the  Shans  joined  us.  In  Upper 
3urma,  and  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  capital,  should  the  King 
^'^,  so  insane  as  to  hold  out  against  us,  there  would  b^^  no 
untfr^p  _fta  '^i^ere  might  be  in  South  Africa — of  a  pr^«+^- 
,...-.  ii.>    T»»-t'p^p  •  ^i<^h  is  qu^t''    foreign  t^  thp  oniv..T.,.       i'k.. 
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enemy  would  rely,  as  of  yore,  chiefly  on  their  stockades.  But 
if,  in  imitation  of  other  nations,  they  thought  that  a  predatory 
war — which  would  certainly  have  no  foundation  in  strength — 
might  be  more  successful  in  the  end, — ^if  the  allies,  the  first  to 
be  attacked,  only  stood  close  by  us,  as  the  great  Duke  said 
when  fighting  the  Mahrattas,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  the 
enemy's  success,  but  they  would  meet  with  utter  discomfiture. 

The  ''Diana.'' 

We  must  now  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  important  part  the 
little  steamer  "Diana ''  played  during  the  operations.  It  will 
have  been  seen  that  on  the  same  day  as  the  brilliant  action  at 
Kokeen,  the  navy  was  not  behind  the  army  in  gaining  dis- 
tinction.  Captain  Chads  having  made  a  successful  attack  on  the 
enemy's  war-boats.  In  their  capture  the  "  Diana''  was  chiefly 
instrumental.  Her  exploits  were  so  numerous,  and  she  proved 
so  very  serviceable,  that  while  the  campaigns  lasted  she  never 
was  allowed  to  leave  the  Irawady.  She  reconnoitred  the  stock- 
aded positions,  chased  and  captured  war-boats,  greatly  advanced 
the  movements  of  the  army  to  Prome,  and  carried  Mr.  John 
Crawfurd  (the  Envoy)  as  far  as  Amarapura,  some  five  hundred 
miles  up  the  stream  from  Rangoon.  With  the  "Diana"  steamer, 
as  Lord  Bacon  has  it,  to  "  choose  time  "  was  to  "  save  time.'' 
No  waiting  for  wind  or  tide,  the  little  vessel,  like  Havelock's 
saints  at  Rangoon,  when  called  upon  to  attack,  was  always 
ready.*  She  seemed,  as  it  were,  determined  to  be  successful, 
for  she  was  in  earnest  everywhere.  Could  the  immortal  James 
Watt,  and  the  ingenious  Patrick  Miller  of  Dalswinton  (inventor 
of  practical  steam  navigation),  only  have  looked  on  ^' Diana" 


•  "  Call  out  Havelock'B  saints/'  said  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  on  one  occa- 
sion, at  Rangoon,  when  Bandoola  had  taken  him  by  surprise  ;  "  they  are  never 
drank,  but  always  ready  ! " 
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during  the  first  Burmese  war,  they  would  have  been  happy  men 
ever  after;  and,  doubtless,  while  on  the  Irawady,  she  elicited 
admiration  and  drew  forth  many  a  witty  remark  from  our  most 
popular  naval  writer,  who  served  in  the  operations — Captain 
Marryat,  the  "  Sea  Fielding/'  The  novelty  of  the  structure 
produced  a  powerful  eflfect  on  the  minds  of  the  natives,  who 
of  course  could  not  know  the  limits  of  its  power ;  and  if,  it  is 
thought  by  some,  we  had  been  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  a  flotilla 
of  such  steamers  the  war  would  have  proved  much  shorter  and 
more  decisive,  as  well  as  less  expensive  and  bloody.  History 
repeating  itself  is  not  uncommon  now-a-days :  it  seems  to  have 
been  repeated  in  a  fashion  at  the  end  of  this  war ;  for  Alompra, 
the  hunter^  began  the  old  Burmese  Empire ;  and  '^  Diana,''  the 
huntress,  in  the  form  of  a  little  steamer,  seventy-three  years 
after,  seemed  busy  in  helping  British  power  to  the  dawn  of  a 
new  one ! 

With  regard  to  the  e£fect  produced  on  the  Burmese  mind  by 
a  steamer — which  will  also  be  found  touched  on  hereafter — it 
will  be  interesting  to  the  reader,  should  he,  like  the  present 
writer,  recollect  April  1852,  to  carry  his  memory  back  to  the 
magnificent  appearance  in  the  Rangoon  river  of  the  Queen's 
and  Company's  war-steamers,  aided  by  other  subtlis  political 
sailing  persuasive  instruments,  such  as  the  ^^  Fox  "  frigate  and 
the  brig  "  Serpent,"  as  they  lay  opposite  Rangoon — all  ready  to 
bestow  on  Great  Britain  what  is  now  the  Liverpool  or  Glasgow 
of  Chin-India  I 


It  may  here  be  well  to  remark  that  rockets  were  very  e£fective 
during  the  first  Burmese  war ;  and  the  writer  had  more  than 
one  opportunity  of  observing  their  utility  in  the  second.  These 
"  devil-sticks " — as  the  Burmese  style  them — can  be  brought 
rapidly  into  action,  when  there  may  be  a  considerable  delay  in 
bringing  on  the  guns;  the  tubes  are  light,  and  all  can  be 
carried  on  elephants  with   great  rapidity.     In    the  event  of 
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further  operations^  a  corps  of  Pegu  mounted  rifles  would  be 
very  useful ;  but  in  any  case  of  war^  no  operations  should  take 
place  without  a  tight  little  force  of  irregular  cavalry  like  the 
Nizam's^  or  those  which  were  employed  in  Central  India.  Such 
troops  are  always  invaluable  in  jungle  warfare^  as  they  can  act 
under  all  circumstances. 

The  novelty  of  introducing  a  few  gatling  guns  into  the 
equipment  of  any  field  force  in  esse,  of  course,  would  be  highly 
desirable.  We  presume  that  officers  who  have  seen  them  used 
at  the  Cape  and  elscTrhere  are  well  aware  of  their  destructive 
as  well  as  portable  capabilities.  The  Americans,  we  understand, 
have  just  invented  a  new  gun,  with  only  two  barrels,  of  a  most 
destructive  and  portable  nature,  which  would  suit  Chin- Indian 
warfare  admirably.  For,  after  all,  to  get  man  or  gun  quickly 
into  position  is  a  leading  principle  in  the  great  art  of  war. 
Light  mountain  guns  would  be  useful,  especially  if  we  were 
forced  into  operations  in  the  Shan  country,  which  is  moun- 
tainous and  woody.  They  would  not  be  so  much  required  in 
Upper  Burma  proper,  now  that  we  possess  Pegu.  When, 
through  the  possession  of  Arakan,  we  freed  our  territories  on 
that  side  from  Burmese  interference,  and  our  troublesome 
neighbours  were  confined  within  their  ancient  boundaries  by 
the  lofty  Anoupectoumiew,  it  was  then  remarked : — ''  The  King 
is  not  ignorant  that,  should  he  again  oflfend,  we  can  march  a 
force  across  these  mountains  and  appear  on  the  Irawady,  from 
our  post  at  Aeng,  in  eight  or  ten  days,  and  probably  reach  his 
capital  within  a  month.''  Now,  we  can  appear  at  once  on 
the  Irawady,  which  we  virtually  command ;  and  with  the 
railway  to  Prome,  and  the  telegraph,  we  have  everything  ready 
— except,  perhaps,  a  sufficient  fleet  of  small  steamers,  none  of 
them  drawing  more  than  three  feet  of  water — for  a  grand 
advance,  in  the  event  of  a  third  war  I 

The  topography  of  the  country  over  which,  to  the  north  of 
Prome,  the  operations  were  conducted  in  the  first  campaigns, 
and  which  might  again  become  the  theatre  of  conflict,  is  now 
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pretty  well  known.  Want  of  good  roads* — frequently  none  at 
all — plenty  of  jungle,  occasional  thick  forests,  and  wooded 
hills,  towns  filled  with  large  and  small  temples,  plenty  of  good 
(though  sometimes  hard)  water,  and  occasionally  beautiftd 
scenery,  enriched  by  the  unrivalled  flora  of  Burma,  would 
chiefly  attract  the  attention  of  the  soldier  or  the  traveller. 

Pegu, the  capital  of  the  ancient  Talaing  kingdom,  in  lat.  18°  N. 
.  and  long.  96°  30'  E.,  about  ninety  miles  from  Rangoon,  would 
have  to  be  strengthened  in  case  of  an  advance.  Tonghoo,  or 
Toungoo,  is  in  the  same  latitude  as  Prome,  18°  45'  N.,  long. 
96°  45'  E.,t  and  is  a  hundred  miles  to  the  eastward  of  that 
town,  from  which  the  advance  upon  Ava  was  made  in  the  first 
war.  It  is  separated  from  Prome  by  the  Galadzet  mountains. 
The  next  most  important  town  to  Prome  was  Meaday  (now  on  our 
frontier),  once  of  considerable  magnitude.  Then  comes  Melloon 
(or  Melown),  in  lat.  19°  46'  N.,  long.  94°  54'  E. ;  next  Pagam, 
in  lat.  21°  N.,  long.  94°  40'  E.,  a  town  famous  for  its  numerous 
temples ;  and  then  Yandaboo,  forty-five  miles  from  Ava. 

Umrapoora  (or  Amarapiira,  "  City  of  the  Immortals '')  is  in 
lat.  21°  55'  N.,  long.  96°  7'  E.,  and  Ava  in  lat.  21°  45'  N., 
long.  96°  E.  Both  of  these  cities  had  been  the  capital  of  the 
Burmese  Empire  at  difierent  times,  ^^  according  to  the  caprice 
of  the  King."  The  country  from  Pagam  (or  Pagahm-mew)  to 
Ava  is  described  as  most  beautiful : — "  Extensive  plains  of  the 
finest  land  watered  by  the  Irawady,  interspersed  with  ever- 
green woods,  only  sufficiently  large  to  give  beauty  and  variety 
to  the  scenery ;  and  the  banks  of  the  river  so  thickly  studded 
with  villages,  temples,  monasteries  [kyoungs),  and  other  hand- 
some buildings,  as  to  give  under  one  coup-d'ceil  all  the  charms  of 
a  richly  varied  landscape,  with  the  more  sterling  beauties  of  a 
populous  and  fertile  country.*'    This  rapturous  description  is 


still,  Major  Snodgrass  considered  the  roads  and  conntry  upwards  generalh 
-  adyantageons  for  military  operation  <>  than  those  in  the  low^i*  prov^'^oc^ 
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a  little  exaggerated;  but  every   campaigner    in  esse  may  be 
prepared  for  an  interesting  and  novel  tract  of  country. 

The  dispositions  for  the  advance  were  ably  conceived.  The 
first  division,  with  head-quarters  and  commissariat,  was  en- 
camped  eight  miles  in  front  of  Prome.  The  second  division, 
under  Brigadier-General  Cotton,  was  on  the  left— ordered  to 
move  in  communication  with  Sir  James  Brisbane,  in  command 
of  the  river  flotilla ;  the  first  division  preceding  the  march  of 
the  second  by  three  days.  The  route  of  the  first  was  by 
Watty-goon  and  Seindoup.  On  the  Pegu  side.  Colonel  Pepper 
advanced  upon  Toungoo,  and  threatened  the  capital  from  that 
quarter.  Mandalay  could  also  be  easily  threatened  ifrom  Assam. 
We  learn  from  high  authority : — It  has  been  recently  ascer- 
tained that  the  route  by  which  the  Burmese  eflTected  their  last 
invasion  of  Assam,  crossed  the  Patkoi  mountains  by  a  depres- 
sion of  the  range,  where  its  height  is  only  about  2,500  feet 
above  the  sea. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

THE    FINANCES   OF   INDIA   FIFTY  YEARS    AGO,   OB, 
AFTEB   THE   FIRST   BUBMESE   WAB. 

The  following  short  statement^  taken  from  the  old  East  India 
Company's  accounts^  as  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1829^  will  show  how  pecuniary  matters  stood  in 
India  for  1827-8 ;  and  it  is  altogether  exclusive  of  the  debts 
and  establishments  at  home. 

INDIAN  ESTIMATES  FOE  1827-28. 

Bengal. 

Charge.  Revenue. 

Expenditure  -  i;ll,894,282  Bevenue  -  £14,695,998 
Interest  -  -  1,667,034  Commerce  -  -  79,905 
Commerce       -  179,591 


Total  charge  -  18,740,917  Total    -     14,775,908 


Surplus  revenue  in  Bengal         -        £1,084,986. 
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Madbas. 


Charge. 


Revenue. 


Expenditure    -     £5,488,208 
Interest  -  177,078 

Commerce       -  21,474 


Revenue 
Commerce 


£5,878,756 
-     28,459 


Total  charge    -    5,686,760 


Deficiency  at  Madras 


Total    -     5,402,215 


£284,545. 


Bombay. 


Charge. 


Revenue. 


Expenditure    -    £3,820,018 
Interest  -        -  41,013 

Commerce       -  54,551 


Bevenue    - 
Commerce  - 


.  £2,635,028 
39,375 


Total  charge  -    3,915,577 


Total    .     2,674,398 


Deficiency  at  Bombay 

£1,241,179. 

OUT-POBTS. 

Charge. 

Revenue. 

Prince  of  Wales*  Island  £195,418 

000 

St.  Helena  -        -        -     119,511 

000 

Canton         -        -        -    820,761 

000 

Total  charge    •    £635,690 


Deficiency  at  Out-ports 


£635,690. 
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Collecting  these^  we  have — 

Bevenue.  Expenditure. 

Bengal    -  £14,775,903  £13,740,917 

Madras    -       5,402,215  5,686,760 

Bombay  -       2,674,398  3,915,577 

Out-ports             nil  635,690 


Total  abroad    22,852,516  23,978,944 

Deduct  revenue    -        -    22,852,516 


Net  annual  deficiency  abroad      1,126,428 


This  is  the  annual  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  company 
abroad,  after  three  years  of  profound  peace,  the  Burmese  war 
having  terminated  on  the  24th  February  1826;  and  with  a 
debt  of  very  nearly  thirty-five  millions  sterling,  bearing  an 
annual  interest  of  more  than  five  per  cent,  upon  the  average.* 

When  Lord  Hastings  left  India  in  January  1823,  the 
Treasury  was  full,  and  the  income  exceeded  the  expenditure  by 
nearly  two  crores  of  rupees  a  year  (two  miUions  sterling).  It 
may  here  also  be  of  interest  to  remark  that,  after  1818, 
Scindiah^s  government  was  so  well  administered  and  his  finances 
had  so  improved,  that,  in  1827  (a  year  after  the  Burmese  war, 
and  after  the  capture  of  Bhurtpore),  he  was  able  to  lend  half  a 
million  sterling  to  the  Company  I 

This  was  a  noble  and  liberal  action  on  the  part  of  a  native 
prince ;  and  we  may  question  if  any  of  our  feudatories  of  the 
present  day  would  do  likewise,  even  if  we  were  so  impolitic  as 
to  ask  their  assistance  in  either  money  or  men. 

Such  an  act  of  Scindiah  becomes  the  more  remarkable  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  and  Holkar  were  once  the  most  deadly 


•  See  Mndie'B  "  Picture  of  India  (1882),"  voL  iL  p.  207. 
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foes  to  the  British  name ;  and  Sir  John  Malcolm  said  he  would 
never  forget  the  loss  of  empire  sustained  through  Britain. 
Unlike  the  Rajah  of  Burdwan,  Scindiah  knew  we  were  good  and 
sure  paymasters — though^  perhaps^  rather  slow  at  getting  out 
of  debt ! — and,  like  many  other  native  princes,  he  seemed  to 
have  studied  Lord  Bacon,  who,  writing  on  usury,  declares 
that  "  no  man  will  lend  his  monies  far  off,  nor  put  them  into 
unknown  hands/' 

So  long  as  there  must  be  borrowing  or  lending  among  men, 
there  must  be,  with  a  less  severe  form  of  usury,  the  same 
financial  processes  among  states — the  difference  being,  in  the 
latter  case,  that  the  money  is  always  supposed  to  be  lent  for 
some  good  or  useful  purpose.  On  this  grand  hypothesis  neither 
England  nor  India  will  ever  be  out  of  debt.*  In  the  foregoing 
statement  we  read  of  an  Indian  debt  of  nearly  thirty-five  millions 
sterling,  which,  if  there  had  been  no  Burmese  war,  or  other 
important  military  operations,  we  may  suppose  would  not  have 
exceeded  twenty  millions,  or,  deducting  the  Burmese  war  only 
(twelve),  twenty-three  millions. 

What  wars  did  formerly  in  India,  public  works  and  their 
supervision  have  done  in  more  recent  times.  In  reading  about 
the  vast  machinery  of  the  latter,  however,  the  mind  of  the 
state  financier  is  solaced  by  coming  on  such  a  remark  as  ^^  Pro- 
ductive Public  Works.''  Why  should  we  not  likewise  be  satisfied 
with  the  fact  that  some  wars  are  productive  also  ?  Paley,  one 
of  the  shrewdest  writers  that  ever  lived,  declares  the  justifying 
causes  of  war  to  be  ^'  deliberate  invasions  of  right,  and  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  such  a  balance  of  power  amongst 
neighbouring  nations  as  that  no  single  state,  or  confederacy  of 
states,  be  strong  enough  to  overwhelm  the  rest/'  In  the  case 
of  the  first  Burmese  war  the  just  objects  were  precaution. 


*  The  amotmt  of  debt  of  the  Government  of  India,  in  India  and  in  England, 
at  the  cloBe  of  1878,  was  nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  sterling. 
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defence^  and  reparation.  The  twelve  millions  were  spent  in 
saving  Bengal  from  invasion  and  constant  annoyance^  and  in 
preventing  the  Gk)vemor-General  from  being  taken  in  "  golden 
fetters ''  to  Ava.  The  seeds  of  future  productiveness  for  our 
benefit  were  sown  in  Chin-India — ^which  we  trust  hereafter  to 
make  apparent — and  the  way  was  paved  for  the  second  Burmese 
war^  which,  at  a  cost  of  less  than  a  fourth  of  the  firsts  has  long 
been  un  grand  fait  accompli,  and  the  cause  and  principal  ope- 
rations of  which  we  shall  now — ^when  likely  soon  to  be  forced 
into  a  third— hskYe  the  honour  of  presenting^  for  the  second 
time^  to  our  courteous  and  indulgent  readers. 


In  the  following  chapters  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to 
preserve  many  of  the  details  recorded  in  the  original  narratives^ 
as  not  a  few  officers  and  others  who  were  engaged  in  the  ope- 
rations are  yet  alive,  and  may  feel  pleased  to  look  back  upon 
them,  even  if  not  among  the  few  "  green  spots  in  memory's  waste." 
As  acute  British  critics  have  long  been  well  inclined  to  consider 
details  the  very  life  and  soul  of  a  social  narrative  ~  the  lights 
and  shades  which  give  animation  to  the  picture — so  they  may 
consider  them  of  some  importance  in  a  military  record,  as 
ftimishing  materials,  and,  if  not  thua  rendering  a  service  to 
society,  at  least  forming  a  ready  accessory  or  guide  for  the 
friture  historian. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

THE   BUBMESB    PBOVOKB   A   SECOND   WAB. 

The  treaty  of  Yandaboo  guaranteed  the  security  of  our  mer- 
cliants  and  of  our  commerce.  There  was  to  be  no  oppression 
of  British  subjects.  The  merchants  trading  at  Rangoon  were 
to  be  liable  to  no  inordinate  exactions.  On  the  whole^  it  seemed 
as  if  civilisation  had  taken  a  stride^  and  from  intercourse  with 
our  countrymen^  that  the  empire  founded  by  Alompra  was  in 
a  fair  way  to  gain  reason  and  wisdom.  But  a  dark  cloud  soon 
gathered  on  the  political  horizon  which^  twenty-six  years  after 
the  treaty  was  signed,  was  to  destroy  every  hope  of  friendship 
between  us,  and  force  the  Indian  Government,  after  unexampled 
long-suffering  and  patience,  to  put  down  "  barbarian  insolence  *' 
by  force  of  arras.  At  first,  the  King  agreed  to  receive  a  repre- 
sentative at  Ava;  two  of  our  Residents  were,  however,  suc- 
cessively treated  with  every  indignity,  and  the  last  was  planted 
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on  an  island  in  the  Irawady  without  provisions^  till  the  riyer 
rose  and  threatened  to  swamp  him  and  his  suite.  We  therefore 
withdrew  the  representative  altogether^  rather  than  irritate  the 
barbarous  court. 

Latterly^  our  merchants  at  Kangoon^  contrary  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty^  were  subjected  to  a  series  of  oppressions 
and  exactions^  which,  if  unredressed,  must  have  obliged  us  to 
quit  the  port.  The  merchants  now  applied  for  the  interposition 
of  the  Government  of  India,  by  whom  the  treaty  was  made. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  insults 
heaped  upon  us  by  the  Burmese.  Su£ice  it  to  mention  one 
case  of  injustice  and  oppression,  that  of  a  British  captain  of  a 
vessel,  who,  on  the  £Edse  representation  of  a  Burmese  pilot, 
was  imprisoned,  placed  by  the  Governor  of  Rangoon  ^  the 
stocks,  and  fined  nine  hundred  rupees.  This  outrage  brought 
forth  the  sympathy  of  the  good  people  at  Maulmain,  who 
raised  a  subscription  equal  to  the  fine  to  release  the  merchant 
from  his  unpleasant  situation. 

To  satisfy  our  oppressed  merchants,  the  Most  Noble  the 
Governor-General,  remote  at  the  time  from  Calcutta,  demanded 
the  removal  of  the  tyrannical  Governor,  and  the  payment  of 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  pounds  sterling,  '^  the  price,'^  as  was 
humorously  remarked,  '^  of  four  or  five  of  the  golden  spittoons 
in  the  palace  of  Ava/'  The  admission  of  a  Resident  or  agent 
at  Rangoon,  or  Ava,  was  also  required.  The  small  sum  of 
money  was  considered  necessary  as  compensation  for  losses 
sustained  by  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Shepperd,  the  former  of  whom 
had  also  been  imprisoned  and  fined,  though  not  placed  in  the 
Burmese  stocks.  The  pacific  disposition  manifested  by  the  Court 
if  Ava,  on  the  receipt  of  the  Grovemor-General's  despatch, 
nduced  Commodore  Lambert,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  with  his 
.mioilroii,  who  had  been  some  time  previously  deputed  to  Ran- 
goon, i>o  demand  reparation  for  the  extortions  prac*i»^''  up^^ 
-irifiaV  wViiP/»+45^  coutrary  to  the  treaty  of  Yandaboo     ■  Hi  t'hr 


•B-irta^ 
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was  delivered;  and^  with  consummate  assurance,  the  Golden 
Foot  professed  an  anxious  desire  "  to  comply  with  the  demands 
which  had  been  made,  and  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace/' 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  new  Gbvemor  arrived  at 
Rangoon  from  Ava,  ''empowered  by  the  King  to  settle  the 
claims  of  the  Indian  Grovemment/'  He  came  in  regal  pomp, 
attended  by  a  large  retinue,  consisting  of  an  armament  of 
barges  and  war-boats.  The  latter,  decorated  with  elaborate 
carving  and  gilding,  are  said  to  have  contained  about  three 
thousand  followers.  Altogether,  during  his  stately  march,  the 
Governor  was  accompanied  by  nearly  four  thousand  men.  He 
had  levied  the  severest  exactions  on  all  the  towns  as  he  passed, 
and  had  in  his  train  ten  boats  laden  with  powder. 

The  ex-Governor  of  Rangoon,  who  had  for  some  days  been 
occupying  a  smaU  dwelling  near  Government  House,  paid  his 
respects  to  the  Viceroy  on  his  arrival,  and  was  repeatedly 
closeted  with  him.  It  was  at  first  supposed  that  he  would  be 
subjected  to  a  trial — at  least  an  investigation — in  the  presence 
of  the  Viceroy,  and  a  great  number  of  the  foreigners  had 
drawn  up  statements  of  their  grievances.  But  on  the  5th,  it 
was  ascertained  that  he  was  in  high  favour  with  his  Excellency, 
and,  on  the  6th  of  January,  he  departed  in  triumph  to  Ava, 
with  all  his  family  and  a  large  retinue,  and  all  the  plunder  he 
had  accumulated,  in  fifty  boats.  A  clever  trick,  truly,  in  a 
Governor,  whose  will  for  so  long  a  time  had  been  law  five 
hundred  miles  from  the  capital ! 

The  day  after  arrival,  the  Governor  sent  an  order  to 
Mr.  Birrell,  a  merchant,  to  take  down  a  flag-staff  he  had 
erected,  and  to  remove  a  gun  he  had  placed  in  position  on  his 
landing-place.  Mr.  Birrell  very  properly  replied,  that  the 
flag-staff  having  been  placed  there  by  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
modore, either  to  signal  him  in  case  of  their  being  attacked,  or 
to  establish  a  communication  between  the  Europeans  on  shore 
and  the  ships  of  war,  he  could  not  alter  the  arrangement 
without  the  Commodore's  permission.    The  Gt)vemor  became 

6  ♦ 
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enraged  at  this  reply^  and  immediately  ordered  all  commimi- 
cation  with  the  shipping  to  be  stopped.  Commodore  Lambert, 
unwilling  to  give  the  Burmese  any  cause  of  offence,  directed 
the  flag-staff  to  be  removed.  But  the  prohibition  of  all 
intercourse  with  our  ships,  had  already  caused  the  flight 
of  unfortunate  carpenters,  coolies,  and  workmen  of  eyery 
description. 

Mr.  Birrell,  on  the  removal  of  the  flag-staff  and  gun, 
had  been  directed  to  inform  the  Governor  that  the  Com- 
modore had  done  so  on  the  assurance  that  their  property 
and  persons  were  safe  under  his  government.  Trade  was  then 
resumed. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  Mr.  Edwards,  the  interpreter, 
visited  the  Governor  of  Dalla — ^a  picturesque  town,  situated  op- 
posite  Rangoon — and  inquired  if  the  promised  Governor  had 
really  arrived.  Doubt  appears  to  have  arisen  on  this  point 
among  our  functionaries,  from  the  fact  of  so  many  hours  having 
elapsed  without  any  Viceroy  taking  notice  of  the  Commodore, 
either  by  letter  of  friendship  or  simply  by  the  announcement 
of  arrival.  The  old  Governor  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
wondered  at  the  question  ''  when  he  must  have  seen,  by  the 
great  state  and  display  on  the  river,  that  the  Governor  had 
arrived.'' 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  Mr.  Edwards  was  sent  to  inquire 

the  cause  of  the  Viceroy's  silence,  and  also  to  ascertain  if  it 

would  be  convenient  for  the  Governor  to  receive  a  deputation, 

or  any  public  communication.     At  the  door  of  the  mansion, 

dignified  with  the  appellation  of  a  palace,  Mr.  Edwards  was 

stopped  by  a  Burmese  menial,  who,  according  to  one  statement, 

"  'Irawing  his  sword,  desired  him  to  crouch  to  the  ground,  on 

■•-7drmg  the  presence  of  his  Governor."    Mr.  Edwards  sent 

vord  by  another  servant,  that  he  was  waiting  with  a  message 

rnm  the  Commodore.     He  was  then  admitted.    On  the  Inter 

jActor s  complaining  of  the  ill-treatment  r'*^**^^**''  ^t  +!»'»  ^f^n^ 
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told^ ''  punished^  and  dragged  out  of  the  room  by  the  hair  of 
his  head/' 

Orders  were  also  issued^  that  no  one  was  to  be  stopped  who 
had  business  with  the  Governor  from  the  Commodore. 

The  Viceroy's  bearing  was  courteous.  He  informed  Mr. 
Edwards  that  he  would  at  all  times  be  happy  to  hear  from 
the  Commodore^  or  to  see  him.  In  this  there  was  good  be- 
haviour on  the  part  of  the  Viceroy ;  but,  according  to  another 
statement,  the  Governor  "spoke  in  atone  of  derision  which 
created  no  small  merriment  among  the  officers  around  him.'' 
Not  long  after  this  curious  interview,  a  deputation  started  to 
wait  on  the  Viceroy. 

It  consisted  of  Captain  Fishboume,  of  H.M.S.  ^'  Hermes/' 
Captain  Latter,  the  chief  Interpreter,  and  some  other  officers.* 
And  now  commenced  Burmese  incivility  to  the  fullest  extent, 
notwithstanding  ihe  fact  that  the  Commodore  had  received 
every  deputation  from  shore  with  the  greatest  courtesy.  On 
their  arrival  at  Government  House,  the  members  were  not  ad- 
mitted to  the  Viceroy's  presence.  Some  of  the  Burmese 
officers  had  thought  them  mad  in  attempting  what  was  con- 
sidered such  audacity  towards  their  new  Governor.  Our 
officers,  therefore,  had  been  obliged  to  force  th^  way,  through 
a  crowd  of  insolent  barbarians,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
hall  of  audience.  They  were  prevented  from  going  upstairs, 
till  the  Viceroy's  permission  had  been  obtained.  After  some 
minutes.  Captain  Latter  was  informed  that  his  Excellency  was 
asleep,  and  could  not  be  disturbed.  At  this  very  time  of 
glorious  repose,  the  wily  Governor  had  telegraphed  for  Mr. 
Edwards  to  come  into  the  presence,  which  the  deputation,  of 
course,  would  not  allow  him  to  do.  Captain  Latter  urged  the 
necessity  of  seeing  the  Viceroy,  before  their  departure;  but 


*  The  deputation  likewise  included  Mr.  Southey,  the  Commodore'B  seore- 
tary. 
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"  every  remonstrance  on  his  part^  with  the  most  distinguished  of 
the  officers  present^  proved  unavailing/'  The  members  of  the  de- 
putation returned  to  the  Commodore^  reporting  what  had  taken 
place  and  the  great  insult  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

According  to  the  established  law  of  nations^  on  a  demand  for 
justice  being  refused^  reprisals  follow  of  right.    The  property  of 
any  Burmese  subjects  "  might  have  been  lawfully  seized^  but  it 
was  deemed  much  better  to  take  what  was  notoriously  the 
King's  than  to  distress  individuals  who  might  never  have  been 
compensated  by  their  own  Government,  and  who  would  pro- 
bably have  been  punished  for   complaining."     Certainly,  the 
whole  affair  was  left  to  the  Commodore's  discretion,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  any  act  of  his  could  have  been  more  natural 
or  proper  than  that  of  seizing  the  King's  ship,  then  lying  in 
the  harbour ;  this  was  done.     In  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on 
which  the  deputation  was  insulted,  a  message  was  sent  from  the 
flag-ship,  requesting  all  British  merchants  and  residents   at 
Rangoon  to  repair  on  board  the  frigate.     Those  who  claimed 
British  protection,  were  but  too  glad  to  find  it  in  this  instance. 
The  Commodore  stated  to  them  what  he  had  done,  how  he  had 
failed  to  maintain  pacific  relations,  and  how  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  Flag  had  been  grossly  insulted,  "  and  that  the 
insult  was  manifestly  intentional,  and  not  accidental."    All 
were  ordered  to  embark  that  evening,  as  the  town  was  to  be 
placed  under  blockade.    The  "  Proserpine "  steamer  would  be 
sent  to  cover  their  embarkation.    The  grand  ffight  is  thus 
•graphically  described,  and  is  evidently  from  the  pen  of  an  eye- 
witness : — "  The  '  Proserpine '  steamer  ran  close  into  the  main 
wharf,  and  eight  or  ten  of  the  boats  from  the  frigate  and 
steamers  came  to  the  shore  to  protect  and  receive  the  fugitives. 
Meanwhile  the  streets  were  filled  with  armed  Burmese,  and 
Burmese  officers    were    moving   to    and   fro    on    horseback, 
•>iroa*^p,jiing  all  who  gave  assistance  to  the  foreigners ;  in  con- 
■  ^uvo  \ji  which,  not  a  coolie  could  be  procured.     All  dasp^ 

nrpi^rnftTfi    -  Mog"ls     Afv^SUlm^na,    A'*">'*'"i*^nS-    Po^^lfiTU^x-- 
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and  English— were  seen  crowding  down  to  the  river  with  boxes 
and  bundles^  and  whatever  they  could  carry,  but  they  were 
obliged,  generally,  to  abandon  all  the  property  they  possessed. 
Mr.  Elincaid,  the  American  missionary,  left  his  library,  con- 
sisting of  more  than  a  thousand  volumes,  the  collection  of 
twenty  years,  behind  him  to  be  destroyed,  too  happy,  however, 
to  find  his  wife  and  children  safe  under  the  British  flag/' 
"  By  eight  o^ clock,''  says  one  authority,  *'  all  the  British  subjects 
had  embarked,  and  by  midnight  the  whole  of  the  ships  were 
removed  by  the  steamers  from  ofiF  the  town ;  the  men-of-war  all 
moved,  and  the  King  of  Burma's  ship  taken  with  the  fleet  some 
five  miles  down  the  river."  On  the  7th,  all  ships  were  ordered 
to  prepare  for  their  departure  out  of  the  Rangoon  waters,  to  be 
C5onveyed  by  the  men-of-war  out  of  the  river. 

On  the  8th,  the  H.  C.'s  steamer  "Proserpine"  left  for 
Maulmain  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  refugees — ^nearly  four 
hundred,  with  their  families — on  board.  During  these  im- 
portant transactions,  we  are  informed  that  Burmese  officers 
came  repeatedly  to  the  flag-ship  ''to  offer  excuies  for  the  rude- 
ness of  the  Viceroy,  but  none  of  them  were  accredited.  The 
Commodore  insisted  that  the  Viceroy  should  himself  apologise 
for  the  insult  offered  to  the  British  flag,  and  engaged  in  that  case 
to  return  and  forget  the  past."  At  length  it  seemed  that  there 
was  one  exception  to  the  intolerable  arrogance  and  insolence 
of  the  Burmese  officials,  in  the  person  of  the  old  Gbvemor  of 
Dalla,  who  came  on  board  the  ''Fox,"  and  entreated  the 
Commodore  "  to  give  him  time  to  see  the  Viceroy,  and  per- 
suade him  to  apologise."  Out  of  regard  to  the  venerable  age 
of  the  Governor,  he  was  allowed  till  the  evening  to  try  his  best 
at  this  work  of  peace.  But  his  Highness  of  Rangoon  had 
come  from  Ava  and  Prome  with  no  such  views.  The  Lord 
of  the  White  Elephant  would  again  try  conclusions  with  us  in 
the  field.  He  had  forgotten  the  campaigns  of  1824-26,  and 
did  not  deem  favourably  of  our  prowess  from  comparatively 
recent  victories  over  the  Chinese  only — ^a  nation  over  which 
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the  kingdom  of  Ava  had  been  triumphant  many  centuries 
ago. 

While  the  old  Governor  of  Dalla  was  supposed  to  be  absent 
on  his  mission,  a  written  document  arrived  from  the  Viceroy, 
stating  that,  ''if  the  Commodore  attempted  to  pass  the  two 
stockades  which  had  been  erected  down  the  river,  he  would  be 
fired  upon/'  The  Commodore  replied  that  if  even  a  pistol  were 
fired,  he  would  level  the  stockades  with  the  ground.  And 
with  this  mutual  determination  may  be  said  to  have  commenced 
the  second  Burmese  war  ! 

In  the  fulfilment  of  his  plans,  the  Commodore  now  issued 
the  following 

"  Notification. 


(C 


In  virtue  of  authority  from  the  Most  Noble  the  Gtovemor- 
Gteneral  of  British  India,  I  do  hereby  declare  the  rivers  of 
Rangoon,  the  Bassein  and  the  Salween  above  Moulmein,  to  be 
in  a  state  of  blockade ;  and  with  the  view  to  the  strict  enforce- 
ment thereof,  a  competent  force  will  be  stationed  in  or  near 
the  entrance  of  the  said  rivers  immediately. 

"  Neutral  vessels  lying  in  either  of  the  blockaded  rivers  wiU 
be  permitted  to  retire  within  twenty  days  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  blockade. 

''  Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
frigate  '  Fox,'  off  the  town  of  Rangoon,  the  6th  of  January 
1852. 

(Signed)        ^^  George  Robert  Lambert, 

*'  Commodore  in  Her  Britannic 
"  Majesty's  Navy. 

"  By  Command  of  the  Commodore. 

(Signed)        ''James  Lbwther  Southbt, 

''  Secretary ." 
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Before  the  departure  of  the  ''Fox/^  large  war-boats  were 
observed  proceeding  from  Rangoon  to  rendezvous  at  the  stock- 
ades^ at  which,  it  was  said,  five  thousand  men  were  congregated.* 

It  was  soon  reported  in  Maulmain  and  Calcutta,  that,  even 
at  this  early  period,  twelve  thousand  men  were  ready  at  Ban- 
goon  to  do  battle  with  us :  in  a  few  weeks  there  would  be  at 
least  thirty  thousand. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  the  day  after  the  "  Proserpine ''  left, 
and  the  threatening  letter  had  been  written  to  the  Commodore, 
the  '^  Hermes  '*  steamer  towed  the  "  Fox  ^^  down  to  off  the 
upper  stockade.  The  "  Hermes  ^'  thei^  returned  to  bring  on 
the  King's  ship  to  keep  the  frigate  company.  The  merchant- 
men, at  the  same  time,  prepared  to  pass  down  the  river.  It 
was  early  in  the  morning  when  these  decisive  movements  com- 
menced. The  sun  seemed  not  to  shine  with  its  usual  splendour. 
It  was  evident  that  some  great  change  had  taken  place  in  our 
relations  with  Burma,  and  that  the  British  lion  had  been 
roused  from  his  forbearance. 

At  length,  the  "  Hermes  '^  came  in  sight,  rounding  the  point 
with  the  Burmese  prize-vessel  in  tow.  As  she  passed  the 
stockade,  gims  in  rapid  succession  were  opened  on  the  vessels 
of  war;  at  the  same  time,  volleys  of  musketry  were  discharged 
upon  them.  The  "  Fox ''  immediately  returned  the  enemy^s 
fire  by  a  terrific  broadside  ;  she  likewise  thundered  forth 
against  the  war-boats  which  had  ventured  into  the  river. 

The  "  Hermes  *'  then  came  up,  and  poured  forth  her  shot 
and  shell  into  the  line  of  stockade.  The  "  Phlegethon '* 
steamer,  likewise,  did  vast  destruction  to  the  works.  For 
nearly  two  hours  were  our  vessels  employed  in  spreading  ruin 
and  dismay  aroimd.  During  the  conflict,  a  large  gim-boat, 
having  on  board  a  gim  of  considerable  calibre,  and  upwards  of 


*  The  Burmese  were  jealous  of  these  river  defences ;  for  it  was  a  popular 
belief  among  them,  that  if  they  were  destroyed,  the  temple  of  Gautama,  who 
was  supposed  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  would  be  lost. 
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sixty  armed  men^  was  sunk  by  a  broadside^  wben  nearly  all  on 
board  perished.  Altogether^  about  three  hundred  of  the  enemy 
were  killed^  and  about  the  same  number  wounded,  in  this  first 
encounter  with  the  Burmese.  As  the  vessels  proceeded  down 
to  the  next  stockade,  they  were  again  fired  on,  but  only  by 
musketry. 

It  was  remarked,  at  the  conclusion  of  these  operations,  that 
the  enemy  "  probably  had  no  intention  of  serious  resistance^ 
but  felt  themselves  obliged  to  make  some  show  of  defence, 
when  they  saw  the  King's  property  taken  ofiT,  as  the  heads  of 
the  leading  men  were  at  stake.''  And,  again,  wrote  a  reliable 
authority : — 

''The  Grovemor  did  not  state  that  the  Commodore  would  not 
be  permitted  to  pass  the  stockades  with  the  King's  ship ;  but 
that  he  would  be  fired  on  if  he  attempted  to  remove  any 
British  property.  There  is,  therefore,  every  reason  to  believe^ 
that  if  the  royal  vessel  had  not  been  touched,  the  stockades 
would  equally  have  opened  a  fire  on  our  vessels  as  they  passed 
down  the  river." 

After  the  Commodore's  engagement  with  the  stockades,  he 
departed  for  Calcutta  in  the  "  Hermes,"  to  report  progress,  and 
receive  additional  instructions.  The  ''  Proserpine,"  firom  Maul- 
main,  with  despatches  for  Grovemment,  and  intelligence  of  the 
insult  to  the  deputation,  the  "  flight,"  and  the  blockade,  had 
previously  reached  Calcutta. 

Commodore  Lambert  did  not,  as  was  expected,  find  the 
Governor-General  at  Calcutta ;  but,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
an  Extraordinary  Council  was  held,  after  which  a  despatch  was 
sent  o£P  to  Lord  Dalhousie;  and  the  18th  Royal  Irish  were 
ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  embarkation.  It 
"■^as  afterwards  decided  to  send  down  at  once  to  Maulmain  a 
-^ng  of  the  regiment,  and  a  company  of  artillery,  in  all  about 
ivc  >undred  men,  for  the  protection  of  that  important  post  in 
hr  fpTiMserim  Provinces.    The  Commodore,  in  the  ''Herme&  ' 

hp  "Rj»nfiro^»>  TivAr  sibout  the  27th   without    on  o'»'*^nii 
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of  the    absence    of    the    Governor  -  Greneral,    any    positive 
instructions. 

The  Oovemor-General  arrived  ^t  Calcutta  on  the  night  of 
the  29th  of  January ;  and^  on  the  following  day^  as  was  to  be 
expected^  Burmese  affairs  formed  the  absorbing  business  of  the 
Council.  It  was  stated  that  his  Lordship  gave  his  entire  ap- 
probation to  the  proceedings  of  Commodore  Lambert.  A  report 
reached  Calcutta^  on  the  30th  ult.^  of  the  Burmese  having 
threatened  an  attack  on  the  province  of  Arakan.  And  now 
despatch  really  became  the  order  of  the  day.  The  ''Precursor,*' 
a  magnificent  steam-vessel,  belonging  to  the  P.  O.  S.  Navi- 
gation Company,  with  the  67th  N.  I.,  and  half  a  company  of 
Native  Artillery  on  board,  departed  immediately  from  Calcutta 
for  Arakan.  The  vessel  was  coaled,  victualled,  and  made 
ready  for  sea,  in  eight-and-forty  hours  after  obtaining  the 
contract  for  transporting  the  troops  !  ''  When  the  huge 
'  Precursor '  made  her  appearance  at  Kyook  Phyoo,''  writes  an 
ofiScer,  "  all  the  native  boats  fled,  frightened  at  her  size.''  The 
80th — Queen's  regiment — ^reached  Fort  William  from  Dinapore 
on  the  30th  of  January;  and  it  was  expected  the  remaining 
wing  of  the  18th  Boyal  Irish  would  be  immediately  despatched 
to  Maulmain  or  Arakan.  This  last  movement,  fortunately, 
never  took  place.  The  threatened  province  remained  in  a  state 
of  profound  tranquillity.  An  ofiScer  had  been  deputed  to  the 
Aeng  Pass,  in  the  heart  of  the  Zama  mountains,  which  se- 
parate Arakan  from  the  basin  of  the  Lrawady;  and  he  saw 
trade  going  on  as  briskly  as  ever.  Many  Burmese  and  Shan*!' 
(Siamese)  merchants  were  passing  and  re-passing  with  their 


*  Shyan  is  a  Barman  name,  and  Low,  or  Lao,  the  Chinesei  which  is  adopted 
by  the  Portaguese.  They  call  themselves  Tay  (pronounced  Tie),  They  seem 
to  be  the  parent-stock  of  both  Assamese  and  Siamese. — Assam,  8iam,  and 
Shyan  or  Shan  are  bat  different  forms  of  the  same  word.  The  Southern 
Shyans,  we  read,  bordering  on  Siam  and  Gamboja,  were  oonqnered  in  1829  by 
the  Siamese,  and  their  king  carried  in  chains  to  Bankok. 
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cattle,  laden  with  merchandiBe^  as  though  nothing  had  happened^ 
or  was  likely  to  happen.  Bnt^  notwithstanding  the  undisturbed 
state  of  the  upper  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Irawady,  the  de- 
spatch of  some  troops  to  Arakan  was  '^  a  wise  measure  at  such 
a  crisis/' 

We  return  to  the  gallant  Commodore.  A  steamer  was 
detained  at  Calcutta^  immediately  on  his  departure  for  Ban- 
goon^  to  bring  an  answer  to  the  despatch  sent  o£E  by  express 
to  the  Grovemor-General.  The  "  Fire  Queen ''  arrived  off 
Rangoon  river  at  the  end  of  January.  Soon  after  arrival^ 
she  anchored  ahead  of  the  "  Fox,''  and  "  towed  her  up  off  the 
Hastings  Sand,  which  is  about  four  or  five  miles  below  Ban- 
goon."  On  proceeding  up  the  river,  or  passing  the  first  stockade 
— some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  entrance — ^the  steamer 
and  frigate  were  both  fired  upon,  by  which  the  "  Fox "  lost  a 
man.  The  frigate  returned  the  fire  with  shot  and  shell.  The 
"  Tenasserim,"  while  passing  up  the  river  the  following^ 
day,  was  also  fired  upon,  and  the  '^  Fire  Queen "  in  passing 
down.*  The  "  Fire  Queen "  had  brought  a  despatch  to  the 
Commodore,  abo  a  letter  to  "  His  High  Mightiness  "  on  shore, 
from  the  Governor-General.  The  ''  Fox,"  on  arriving  off 
Rangoon,  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  a  lieutenant,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Latter,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  convey  letters  from 
the  Governor-General  and  the  Commodore  to  the  Viceroy. 

A  written  apology,  we  believe,  was  required  by  Lord  Dal- 
housie  from  the  Rangoon  governor  to  himself,  for  the  insult 
offered  to  the  deputation.  And  with  this  exception  no  fr^h  de- 
mands were  made.  The  next  day  a  reply  was  returned  to  the 
Commodore,  and  one  forwarded  for  the  Governor-General  by 
the  hands  of  a  dirty  non-official,  wh(5  might  have  passed  for  a 
coolie  or  a  cow-herd,  in  a  canoe  befitting  his  appearance.    This 


*  The  "  Fire  Queen  "  took  the  intelligence  to  CflJontta,  arriying  on  the  9th 
of  Febrnorj. 
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was  probably  intended  as  a  mark  of  disrespect  by  the  authorities 
to  the  straightforward  negotiator  on  board  the  ''Fox/'  To 
avoid  the  Commodore  as  much  as  possible,  letters  were  now 
sent  from  the  Viceroy  to  the  Governor-General  vid  Martaban 
to  Maulmain,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Tenasserim  Provinces.  One  of  these  despatches  is  said  to 
have  been  forwarded  with  due  civility,  the  messenger  asking 
permission  of  the  blockading  vessel  to  pass  over. 

Then  came  a  letter,  about  the  7th  of  February,  from  the 
King  of  Ava,  which  arrived  at  Maulmain  in  due  state.  The 
Martaban  ofiScials  wished  the  Commissioner,  and  not  the  Com- 
modore, to  settle  the  whole  affair.'^  Colonel  Bogle  and 
Commodore  Lambert  were,  in  their  opinion,  personages  as 
different  in  relative  importance  and  character  as  Gautama  and 
Siva.  One  was  all  thunder  and  lightning,  the  other  a  beautiful 
example  of  calm  and  dignified  repose.  But  this  Burmese  in- 
terpretation of  the  character  of  the  gallant  sailor,  or  that  of  his 
frigate,  did  not  lessen  the  power  of  a  saying,  which  every  sharp 
school-boy  can  translate — Ingenium  in  numerato  habe. 

H.  M.'s  brig  "  Serpent,^'  some  days  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Eong  of  Ava's  letter  at  Maulmain,  destroyed  three  small  stock- 
ades at  the  entrance  of  Negrais  river,  off  which  she  was 
stationed.  The  Burmese  fired  upon  her,  in  fulfilment  of  re- 
peated threats.  Captain  Luard  very  humanely  abstained  from 
returning  the  fire,  on  account  of  the  number  of  harmless 
villagers   about;  he  simply  landed  his  men,  and  burned  the 


•  Towards  the  middle  of  Febraary,  the  H.  O.'b  steamer  "  Phlegjethon " 
arrived  in  Galcntta.  The  news  ran  thns : — ^His  Majesty  was  said  to  write 
peacefully.  He  professed  to  have  been  deceived  by  the  authorities  at  Ran- 
goon ;  of  coai'so,  the  usual  plea — it  was  his  servants,  not  himself,  who  were 
insolent;  nnd  desired,  hereafter,  to  be  communicated  with  through  Major 
Bogle,  the  Commissioner,  and  not  through  the  Commodore.  The  time  for  the 
intervention  of  the  civil  power  was  past.  It  was  not  said  that  his  Majesty 
professed  ^'any  desire  to  come  into  the  terms  proposed  as  indispensable 
before  amicable  relations  could  be  resumed." 
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works  of  the  enemy.      The  Burmese  seemed  determined  to 
provoke  a  war. 

At  lengthy  on  the  10th  or  12th  of  February,  it  was  decided 
by  the  Indian  Gh)yemment  to  send  an  expedition  to  Burma. 
It  was  conjectured  that,  if  actual  hostilities  should  not  ulti- 
mately become  necessary,  the  appearance  of  an  armament 
might  probably  excite  the  apprehensions  of  the  Burmese,  and 
induce  them  to  yield  to  the  just  demands  of  the  British.'^ 


*  Bee  "  Bangoon,"  Appendix  No.  I.    Minute  by  the  Goremor-General  of 
India  (Extract). 
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CHAPTER    n. 

FBOM   MADRAS   TO  RANGOON. 

Bt  the  middle  of  February  1852^  orders  were  received  at  St. 
Thomas's  Mount*  for  three  European  companies  of  Artillery 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  field-service  in  Burma. 
Instructions  were  also  received  by  the  Madras  Government,  to 
hold  in  readiness  '^  for  immediate  embarkation  for  Rangoon,  if 
necessary/'  H.  M/s  5l8t  Regiment,  K.  O.  L.  I.,  two  regiments 
of  Native  Infantry,  and  one  Engineer  ofiScer.  Bengal  was  to 
furnish  a  similar  force,  and  an  officer  of  rank  was  to  command 
the  whole.  A  company  of  Artillery  from  that  Presidency,  with 
Major  Reid  and  Lieutenant  Voyle,  also  a  wing  of  H.  M.'s  18th 
Royal  Irish,  had  left  Fort  William  about  a  month  before,  in  the 
Hon.  Company's  steamers  '^  Tenasserim  *'  and  ''  Proserpine,"  to 
reinforce  Maulmain.  In  the  papers  it  was  stated  that  a  spirit 
of  life  and  activity  reigned  among  the  military  establishments 
in  Calcutta.  Of  course  in  Madras,  too,  it  was  to  be  all  double 
work — work  for   the  prospect  of    ''glorious  war"  being    a 


*  Head-qnarten  of  the  Madras  ArtiUerj,  about  eight  miles  from  Madras. 
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capital  sauce  to  exertion.  About  the  21st  of  February,  orders 
were  received  in  Bombay,  from  the  Oovemor-General,  for  all 
the  war-steamers  that  could  be  spared  to  be  sent  to  Rangoon 
without  a  moment's  delay,  ready  for  immediate  action.  The 
''  Peroze  '^  waa  to  be  at  once  converted  into  a  frigate,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lynch,  as  Commodore 
of  the  Indian  Navy  Squadron.  The  "  MoozuflFer,"  ''  Zenobia," 
"  Sesostris,"  and  "  Medusa,^'  were  the  other  vessels  appointed ; 
the,  '^  Berenice  '^  to  act  as  troop  and  store  ship.  A  month  hence 
there  would,  in  all  likelihood,  be  a  fleet  of  at  least  eight  large 
and  five  second-class  war-steamers  assembled  in  the  Burmese 
waters;  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  this  fearfully  for- 
midable class  of  ships  that  had  ever  been  brought  together 
for  purposes  of  actual  hostility.  The  "  Peroze  '^  and  '^  Moo- 
zuffer'^  were  each  vessels  of  500  horse-power  and  1,500  tons, 
the  ^'  Sesostris  "  of  300  horse-power  and  1,200  tons,  all  armed 
with  guns  of  eight-inch  calibre,  throwing  hollow  shot  and  shells 
to  the  distance  of  a  couple  of  miles.  Expedition  in  marine 
matters  was  never  practised  with  greater  success  than  in  the 
preparation  of  these  Bombay  war-steamers  for  service.  In  a 
few  days  everything  was  ready,  reflecting  the  highest  credit  on 
Commodore  Lushington,  and  the  officers  of  the  Indian  Navy. 
The  squadron  was  ordered  round  to  Madras  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  troops  to  Rangoon.  The  steamers  were  expected  to 
arrive  early  in  March. 

The  bustle  at  the  Mount  was  exciting.  ^'  They  won't  go  after 
all ! "  said  some.  "  There  will  be  tough  work ! ''  said  others. 
But  even  those  who  had  a  fancy  that  the  troops  would  "  never 
cross  the  surf,''  were  very  busy  withal.  News  at  length  ar- 
rived that  the  Burmese  had  one  hundred  guns  at  and  about 
Rangoon.  It  was  reported  that  the  old  town  of  Rangoon, 
founded  by  Alompra,  had  been  burned  by  order  of  the  Go- 
vernor, and  that  the  new  one  was  strongly  fortified.  The  new 
town  was  founded  by  Tharawadi  not  many  years  before,  and 
a  fort  built  about  one  mile  and  a  half  inland  from  the  old 
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site.  From  Calcutta  information  was  received  that  all  the 
houses  in  Rangoon  were  razed  to  the  ground^  and  the  inha- 
bitants removed  to  the  new  town ;  and  that  this  position  was 
being  doul^ly  stockaded  with  the  wooden  materials  from  the 
houses  destroyed  at  the  old. 

Early  in  March  the  Madras  Artillery  ofScers  of  the  expe- 
dition to  Rangoon  dined  with  Colonel  St.  Maur,  and  the 
oflBcers  of  H.  M.'s  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.,  meeting  those  of  the  35th 
and  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry.  It  was  a  grand  and  social 
entertainment.  The  Artillery  returned  the  compliment  paid  us 
by  H.  M.'s  51st  next  evening. 

These  social  gatherings,  before  proceeding  on  service,  are 
unquestionably  conducive  to  the  establishment  of  mutual  good 
feeling  in  the  army.  They  tend  to  keep  that  friendship, 
which  should  ever  exist  amongst  soldiers,  in  good  repair  at  a 
critical  time. 

Regarding  the  curiosity  excited  among  the  Burmese  by 
firing  off  a  68-pounder  shot  into  one  of  their  stockades,  the 
following  absurd  but  characteristic  "story''  was  brought  to 
Madras  from  Rangoon.  The  shot  was  taken  before  the  Go- 
vernor by  an  official.  The  latter  functionary,  who  had  weighed 
it,  declared  its  weight  to  be  equal  to  sixty-eight  pounds.  The 
Governor  was  sceptical ;  but  at  length,  having  fully  satisfied 
himself  as  to  the  weight,  and  having  commended  rather  than 
punished  the  official  for  his  information,  to  crown  his  surprise, 
and  probably  show  his  master,  from  the  demon  just  projected 
by  a  ship's  gun,  what  a  dreadful  enemy  he  had  to  deal  with 
in  the  British,  he  ordered  the  huge  shot  to  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  the  King  of  Ava  ! 

On  the  7th  of  March  the  squadron  of  war-steamers  of  the 
Indian  Navy,  with  the  exception  of  the  *'  Zenobia ''  and 
*'  Medusa,"  arrived  in  the  Madras  roads. 

From  Calcutta  we  learned  that,  in  the  Governor-General's 
reply  to  the  King  of  Ava's  letter,  there  was  a  demand  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war  to   the   extent  of  ten  lakhs  of  rupees 
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(£100^000)  ''to  be  paid  within  a  limited  period^  and  to  be 
doubled  if  not  immediately  made  good/'  Preparations  for  war 
were  nnintermpted. 

The  ''  Calcutta  Gazette/'  of  the  25th  of  February^  had  the 
following  notification  regarding  Burma^  ''which  showed  that 
the  Oovemor-Oeneral  was  determined  to  enforce  his  demand 
for  satisfaction  from  the  Golden  Foot " : — 

"  The  following  additional  notification  of  blockade  issued  by 
Commodore  G.  R.  Lambert^  under  authority  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  is  published  for  general  information. 

"  The  Barragu  river,  and  other  outlets  of  the  Irawady,  are 
included  in  the  blockade  declared  by  me  on  the  6th  instant. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
steam-sloop  "  Hermes,"  in  the  Bassein  river,  on  the  25th  of 
January  1852. 

(Signed)  "  G.  R.  Lambert, 

"  Commander  in  her  Britannic 
"Majesty's  Navy. 

"By  order  of  the  M.  N.  the  Qt)vemor- 
"  General  of  India  in  Council." 

"  They  insist  on  war ;  war  they  shall  have  with  a  vengeance." 
The  papers  quoted  this  well-known  remark,  made  by  the  Go- 
vernor-General, in  his  speech  at  Barrackpore,  before  the 
triumphs  of  the  second  Sikh  or  Punjab  war,  asserting  that  war 
with  Burma,  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  had  been  resolved  on. 
They  were  likewise  informed,  in  the  north-west,  that  a  requi- 
sition for  ten  thousand  men,  including  two  Queen's  regiments, 
had  reached  Madras.  It  is  recorded  in  history  that  Madras 
^epoys  were  the  firsts  if  not  the  last,  among  our  native  troops^ 
^■'  ^ross  bayonets  with  French  infantry;  they  surely  never 
«.nl(i  forget  that.  What  would  Bernadotte^  the  late  King  of 
*  ..PTi,  have  thought  had  he  read  these  words  ?  "  Native 
Mt  jross  bayonets  with  French  infantry?  "he  might  b*^* 
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to  his  memory.  He  was  once  a  plain  sergeant,  serving  in  the 
Deccan^  and  first  distinguished  himself  at  Cuddalore!  Had 
the  Government  of  France  possessed  the  sagacity  of  the  English 
East  India  Company,  Bemadotte  might  have  shared  in  the 
foundation  of  an  Eastern  empire.* 

^'  Look  there^  sir  I  Do  you  know  who  that  is  at  the  end  of 
the  room  ?  '^  said  a  late  Governor  of  Pondicherry  to  the  writer 
of  this  Narrative.  A  marble  bust  of  Dupleix  adorned  the 
audience-chamber  at  Government  House.  "  There,  sir,  is  the 
man  who  gave  Clive  the  idea  of  conquering  and  keeping  this 
country  by  its  own  inhabitants !  The  East  India  Company 
assisted  Clive,  and  cherished  the  idea.  But  Dupleix,  for  this, 
and  many  other  of  his  mighty  schemes,  was  thought  a  madman 
by  the  French ;  and  thus  the  empire  we  should  have  founded 
and  preserved  was  lost  I  '*  [And,  strange  revolution  in  history, 
nearly  lost  again  (for  a  time,  at  least),  by  our  placing  too 
much  reliance  in  the  majority  of  those  very  '^ inhabitants''  in 
1857  I] 

Towards  the  end  of  March  the  news  was  various  and  inte- 
resting. Some  Burmese  had  arrived  in  Calcutta,  and  reported 
that  twenty  thousand  men  were  ready  to  stand  against 
us.  From  Rangoon  to  Ava,  the  enemy  were  said  to  be  deter- 
mined to  dispute  every  inch  of  the  way.  April  is  the  hottest 
month  in  the  year  in  Burma,  the  thermometer  ranging  from 
90°  to  95°;  and  in  that  month  we  were  to  be  employed  I  But 
that  was  better  than  delay  until  after  the  rains,  in  October. 
When  war  is  to  be,  with  such  resources  as  ours,  '^  ^Twere  well  it 
were  done  qtdckly" 

Major  Oakes,  Director  of  the  Madras  Artillery  Depdt  of 


*  Little  thonght  the  writer,  at  the  time  of  making  the  abore  remark,  that, 
in  1861,' he  wonld  be  in  the  presence  of  King  Charles  XV.  of  Sweden,  grand- 
son of  Bemadotte,  in  the  Palace  of  Stockholm,  answering  a  qnestion  or  two 
about  Bnrma. 

7  • 
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Instruction^  'and  Major  Montgomery,  of  the  Mysore  Com- 
mission, were  to  command  two  of  the  three  artillery  compani^ 
going  on  service.  The  former  had  long  been  desirous  of  dis- 
tinguishing, himself  in  the  field ;  while  report  spoke  highly  of 
the  intelligence  and  activity  of  the  latter.  Practical  hints  on 
the  coming  war  were  freely  given  to  the  men. 

At  Dum  Dum,*  a  small  stockade  had  been  erected,  which 
was  to  be'  immediately  blown  up,  for  practice.  The  men  of 
H.  M/s  80th  Regiment,  just  arrived  from  Dinapore,  had  per- 
formed the  mimic  task  of  storming  the  Burmese  stockades, 
which  they  practised  in  the  cunette  of  Fort  William,  crossing 
the  ditch,  and  placing  their  bamboo  scaling-ladders  against  the 
angle  of  the  bastion  opposite  Calcutta. 

The  "  Zenobia  '*  and  "  Medusa  "  were  at  length  added,  to  the 
squadron  in  the  Madras  roads ;  and  we  now  expected  to  start 
in  a  few  days  for  Rangoon. 

Orders  were  received  for  immediate  embarkation. 

Colonel  Elliott,  K.H.,  of  H.  M.'s  51st  Light  Infantry,  was  to 
command  the  Madras  Brigade. f 

At  two  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  March,  the 
artillery  set  out  from  St.  Thomas's  Mount  for  the  beach.  The 
band  accompanied  the  force  and  played  several  appropriate  airs. 
The  march  was  distinguished  by  the  usual  shouting,  cheering, 
and  singing,  in  which  European  soldiers  love  to  indulge  on 
departure  from  an  old  station.  The  embarkation  presented  a 
grand  and  exciting  scene — such  as  a  man  may  only  witness 
once  in  his  life.  It  was  a  splendid  morning,  which,  added  to 
the  refreshing  appearance  of  the  blue  waters,  and  the  nume- 
rous vessels  afloat,  was  calculated  to  fill  the  adventurer  with 
life,  and  hope,  and  joy.  The  Madras  shore  at  any  time  is 
impressive  and  picturesque,   from  the  roar  of  the   wild   and 


*  Head-quarters  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  near  Calcutta  (now  remoyed  to 
Meemt). 
t  For  Formation  of,  see  **  Rangoon,"  Appendix  No.  III. 
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dashing  surf,  the  clear  blue  sky^  the  long  line  of  elegant 
buildings  fringing  the  beach^  and  then  the  incessant  going 
to  and  fro  of  massulah  boats  and  catamarans  communi- 
cating with  ships  in  the  roads.  But  now  the  whole  line  of 
beach  was  covered  with  a  vast  multitude  of  living  creatures, 
men^  women^  and  children.  Hundreds  of  boats  were  in  readi- 
ness to  be  filled^  and  all  the  Madras  troops  were  to  embark 
as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  time.  Old  bullock  bandies 
came  creaking  along,  very  late,  wending  their  way  to  the  boats. 
Knapsacks,  under  the  superintendence  of  Europeans  and  Jack 
Sepoy,  were  thrown  into  the  uncouth  machines,  so  admiraBly 
adapted  for  crossing  the  surf.  In  spite  of  the  excellent  ar- 
rangements made  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  the 
presence  of  many  distinguished  officers,  to  maintain  anything 
like  order  was  absolutely  impossible.  The  Madras  surf  alone  is 
enough  to  put  order  out  of  countenance.  There  were  parting 
scenes  with  relatives,  of  the  most  tender  nature.  Among  many 
pictures,  it  was  painful  to  notice  the  anxious  countenance  of 
the  Hindu- British  wife,  who,  perhaps,  was  never  to  see  her 
husband  more :  and  then,  in  case  of  misfortune,  who  would 
father  the  children  in  their  journey  through  life  ?  The  grief  of 
some  relatives  was  excessive ;  for,  certainly,  of  those  now  de- 
parting to  encounter  "  moving  accident  by  flood  and  field/' 
many  would  not  be  spared  to  return  to  the  familiar  shore  on 
which  they  had  just  taken  such  an  affectionate  farewell ! 

A  total  of  four  thousand  four  hundred,  officers,  soldiers,  and 
followers,  embarked  on  board  the  several  vessels  of  the  fleet, 
which  consisted  of  six  steamers  of  the  Indian  Navy,  and  four 
transports. 

By  the  7th  of  April  we  expected  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the 
Rangoon  river,  if  wc  did  not  put  in  to  Amherst  for  water.  At 
break  of  day  it  was  discovered  that  the  "  Feroze,'*  leading 
the  first  division,  was  out  of  sight  The  Commodore  had  been 
too  fast  for  us ;  but  after  a  short  time,  the  squadron  reunited. 
It  was  in  two  divisions  :  the  "  Feroze,"  "  Moozuffer,''  "  Bere- 
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nice/'  and  '' Medusa/' ***■  forming  the  first,  the  "  Sesostris  *'  and 
"  Zenobia ''  the  second. 

We  saw  land  at  1  p.m.,  and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rangoon  river  about  half-past  three.  The  coast  is  a  pic- 
turesque line  of  territory,  with  palmjias,  mangroves,  and 
many  large  trees,  nobly  extending  to  the  rear.  Passing 
Elephant  Point,  so  styled  from  two  famous  trees  growing  there 
in  the  form  of  an  elephant,  a  conical  red  pagoda,  falling  to 
ruins,  appeared  rising  from  the  jungle.  Gautama  certainly 
showed  some  wisdom  in  selecting  such  a  position  for  a 
shrine,  as  if  he  had  once  showered  down  commercial  pros- 
perity on  the  empire,  and  placed  a  sentinel  over  it  at  the 
mouth  of  one  of  his  rivers,  which  prosperity,  on  account 
of  the  misconduct  of  his  devotees,  was,  like  the  small  temple, 
hastening  to  a  fall. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  river  we  discovered  that  the  Admiral 
and  Oeneral  had  proceeded  with  H.  M/s  war-steamers, 
"  Hermes,''  "  Rattler,"  ''  Salamander/'  and  the  Hon.  Company's 
steamer  "  Proserpine,"  to  attack  Martaban,  and  bring  on  troops 
to  the  chief  scene  of  action. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  Admiral  Austen,  commanding  in  the 
Eastern  seas,  had  left  Penang  in  the  screw  steamer  ^^  Rattler." 
He  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rangoon  river  on  the  first  of 
April.  On  the  2nd  the  Bengal  division,  in  four  steamers,  the 
"  Hermes,"  "  Tenasserim,"  ''  Enterprise,"  "  Fire  Queen,"  and 
four  transports,  arrived,  under  Greneral  Godwin,  who,  with  his 
staff,  had  left  Calcutta  on  the  25th  of  March. 

Martaban. 

yja  the  3rd  of  April,  the  General  and  Admiral  left  for  Maul- 
.,^in.  nparly  opposite  which  is  Martaban,  and  reached  ^he 


'hiB  u-    -^1  little  iron  steamer  had  been  towed  by  the  " Berenioe"  sinf^ 
..<!  inr       ilow  at  sea  •  ^ut,  from  h*^r  drawinir  not  mc^  fh«^n  f^hr-^^nw  fn^.. 
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capital  of  the  Tenasserim  Provinces*  the  next  day  at  noon. 
Martaban  is  situated  on  the  right  or  north  bank  of  the  Sal- 
ween  river.  The  town  to  be  attacked  had  been  considered  hj 
the  Burmese  a  position  of  high  importance.  And  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  it  was  so.  In  a  military  point  of  viewj  it  is 
capable  of  making  a  very  formidable  defence.  On  the  river 
appears  the  usual  array  of  houses ;  then^  as  you  recede,  trees 
extending  to  a  hill^  at  the  top  of  which  is  a  pagoda;  then  other 
hiUs  stretching  further  away,  adding  dignity  and  grandeur  to 
the  landscape. 

On  the  5th  of  April  the  war-steamers  appeared  in  firont  of 
the  town,  and  immediately  opened  fire  against  the  defences. 
A  storming  party  was  then  formed,  headed  by  Colonel  Beig- 
nolds,  H.  M/s  18th  Regiment.  They  attacked  the  chief  posi- 
tion  under  a  heavy  fire  of  guns  and  musketry,  and  in  a  few 
seconds  Martaban  fell.  A  company  of  Bengal  Artillery  did 
not  come  into  action,  and  thus,  with  few  troops  engaged,t  and 
a  loss  of  life  on  our  side  hardly  worth  mentioning,  the  occupa- 
tion of  an  important  position  formed  a  brilliant  commencement 
to  the  campaign.  Martaban  is  distant  from  Rangoon  about 
seventy  miles.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  the  Admiral  and 
General  were  again  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rangoon  river.  We 
were  all  on  the  tip-toe  of  expectation;  at  length  the  ''  Rattler'' 
came  steaming  in  gloriously,  showing  off  her  screw  power  to 
great  advantage. 

Then  came  the  "  Hermes.''  The  right  wings  of  H.  M.'s  18th 
and  80th  Regiments,  also  a  company  of  Bengal  Artillery,  and 
two  of  Madras  Sappers,!  ^®'^  ^^^  troops  brought  from  Maul- 
main  by  the  General.  Loud  cheering  greeted  the  arrival  of 
the  two  steamers.    The  distinguished  18th  Royal  Irish  were 


*  i.e.  Manlmain. 

t  Only  a  wing  of  the  Boyal  Irish. 

{  The  Sappers  under  Lieutenant  Ford,  who  commanded  them  at  Martaban. 
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now  "  all  present.'*  While  the  right  wing  passed  along  in  the 
steamer  to  take  up  position^  the  band  struck  up  the  favourite 
air  of  "  St.  Patrick's  Day " ;  then  came  the  "  British  Bayo- 
neteers  '* ;  this  music  on  the  waters  had  a  fine  effect^  producing 
that  indescribable  military  enthusiasm  which  even  the  most 
peaceful  Briton  must  feel  at  times  I 

Towards  sunset  the  "  Berenice/'  preceded  by  the  ''  Peroze," 
started  for  about  ten  miles  up  the  river  to  procure  water.  The 
luxuriant  mangrove  down  to  the  water's  edge  was  exceedingly 
striking.  Occasionally  you  might  see  a  picture  of  rare  beauty : 
a  small  creek^  like  a  sheet  of  glass^  sleeping  among  the 
foliage. 

On  arrival,  we  found  H.  M.'s  brig  '^Serpent/'  and  other 
ships,  at  anchor.  A  party  of  Europeans  were  at  Bassein 
Creek  for  the  protection  of  those  who  went  to  fetch  water. 
All  night  we  were  watering,  watering ;  and  very  muddy  and 
brackish  stufE  the  water  was,  nearly  as  bad  as  what  the  tired 
British  troops  drank  before  fighting  the  battle  of  M&dki  in  the 
first  Sikh  war. 

On  the  9th,  the  "Berenice''  (with  the  Madras  Artillery) 
towed  the  "  Juliana,"  containing  the  Bengal  Commissariat  es- 
tablishment, to  Rangoon.  She  had  a  motley  set  on  board. 
Some  with  handsome  solemn  faces ;  some  with  broad,  grinning 
mouths,  and  every  variety  of  pugaree^;  some  very  dirty,  some 
very  clean ;  dirty  and  clean,  busy  and  idle,  all  packed  together 
in  a  little  world.  As  the  steamer  approached  to  take  her  in 
tow,  a  difficult  business  commenced.  The  hawsers  would  go 
wrong ;  for  a  time  it  was  "  confusion  worse  confounded  '* ;  but 
time,  which  sets  nearly  everything  right,  at  last  set  the  "  Bere- 
nice" with  the  "Juliana"  on  their  way  rejoicing.  About 
i-rec  in  the  afternoon  we  were  rapidly  advancing  to  a  new 

^ooifinn     IOTP"  ^hrp*"  '^^  f'^n''"  milpo  froTYi    Ra^Sfnon       P^rv^'^pding 
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up  the  river,  two  stockades  in  ruins  were  visible.  These  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  men-of-war;  the  smoke,  rising  from 
some  huge  piles  of  wood,  told  a  very  recent  tale  of  demolition. 

The  scenery  on  both  banks  of  the  river  appeared  of  a  novel 
character :  numerous  small  picturesque  villages,  with  scarcely 
a  soul  visible.  At  intervals,  a  few  fishermen  with  their  canoes 
were  observable ;  but  these  vanished  on  the  appearance  of  the 
''Feroze'^  and  "Berenice,^'  with  their  transports,  as  if  they 
really  believed  his  Satanic  Majesty  was  after  them. 

We  had  a  splendid  view  of  the  Syriam  pagoda  in  the  dis- 
tance— a  grand  and  imposing  pile ;  as  far  as  some  of  us  could 
observe,  like  an  irregular  cone,  elaborately  gilt.  Its  elevated 
position  makes  it  appear  of  enormous  height.  The  country 
about  is  very  irregular;  no  hills  of  any  size,  but  continual 
elevations  of  ground,  thickly  studded  with  trees,  resembling 
portions  of  Southern  India. 

About  5  P.M.  we  anchored  a  mile  or  two  from  the  "  Serpent," 
which  useful  craft  had  preceded  us,  as  a  skilful  pioneer.  There 
the  wily  one  now  lay  at  her  position,  the  name  impressing  you 
with  the  idea  that  she  brooded  over  mischief  to  be  accom- 
plished. The  ''  Feroze "  lay  a  short  way  before  us,  majestic, 
and  rejoicing  in  her  strength.  Here  we  had  been  ordered  to 
rest  until  the  arrival  of  the  remainder  of  the  fleet.  From 
sunset  till  a  late  hour,  many  an  eye  was  turned  towards  Ran- 
goon and  the  celebrated  Shoe  (Shwe)  Dagon  Pagoda.  Shwi^ 
signifies  golden  ;  and  everything  is  either  yellow  or  gilt  in  this 
part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Crisp,  merchant  at  Rangoon  and  Maulmain,  less 
than  a  month  before,  had  written  to  the  Government  of  India 
regarding  the  strong  position  we  were  now  about  to  attack. 
On  the  upper  terrace  of  the  great  pagoda  at  Rangoon,  he  had 
formerly  counted  eight  pieces  of  cannon  at  each  of  the  three 
principal  entrances  to  the  same  terrace,  viz.  at  the  south,  west, 
and  east ;  at  the  north  entrance  only  one  cannon  was  placed, 
making  in  all  about  twenty-five  pieces,  three  of  which  were 
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eighteen-pounders ;  the  rest  may  have  been  from  six  to  twelve 
pounders.  He  had  heard  that  a  number  of  swivel-guns  were  kept 
in  readiness  at  the  pagoda;  but  never  saw  any.  Along  the 
south  front  of  the  Temple,  at  the  lower  part,  a  wall  had  been 
built  by  order  of  the  late  king,  with  embrasures  for  cannon ;  this 
being  the  principal  entrance^  the  Burmese  authorities  had  taken 
great  trouble  to  defend  it.  The  north  side  he  considered  the 
weakest  point.  On  the  west  side,  a  range  of  go-downs  for  grain 
had  been  built.  The  bund  (rude  rampart)  enclosing  the  new  town, 
was  very  similar  to  the  one  round  the  cantonment  at  Maulmain^ 
about  fifteen  feet  high,  and  twelve  feet  broad  at  the  top ;  twenty 
feet  from  the  bund  a  ditch  ran  all  round,  about  twenty  feet 
wide,  and  from  six  to  twelve  feet  deep.  Government  House, 
in  the  new  town,  was  in  a  state  of  defence.  Mr.  Crisp  counted 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon  of  moderate  calibre  in  the  compound,* 
also  two  twenty-four  pounders.  Some  guns  were  also  at  the 
custom-house  and  wharf;  altogether,  he  considered  there  might 
be  forty  pieces  of  ordnance  at  Rangoon. 

The  forenoon  of  the  10th  was  one  of  great  excitement  among 
the  majority  on  board.  People  doing  things  in  place  and  out 
of  place ;  some  looking  at  plans,  and  examining  swords  and 
pistols.  The  deck  presented  a  scene  of  extraordinary  anima- 
tion :  many  a  feature  seemed  to  be  lighted  up  with  the  fire  of 
hope ;  and  the  sick  and  the  dying  victims  of  that  dire  pesti- 
lence, cholera,  momentarily  revived  at  the  prospect  of  a  con- 
test. Contrary  to  our  expectations,  the  head-quarters,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  did  not  arrive  so  early  as  we  an- 
ticipated ;  but  all  were  present  at  dawn  of  the  next  day,  which 
was  Easter  Sunday. 


*  Gronnd  Bnrronnding  or  in  front  of  the  mansion. 
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CHAPTER    III. 
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NAVAL    OPERATIONS     BEPORB     RANGOON     AND    DALLA. — THE 
LANDING  AND  ADVANCE. — THE  WHITE-HOUSE  STOCKADE. 

The  noble  and  humane  forbearance  of  the  Indian  Gk)vemment 
towards  the  Burmese  has  been  already  mentioned.  But  more 
stm  may  be  advanced,  before  recording  further  operations. 
The  Governor-General  had  written  a  final  letter  to  the  King  of 
Ava,  through  the  Commissioner  of  the  Tenasserim  Provinces, 
to  be  presented  for  despatch  to  the  Governor  of  Martaban. 
Colonel  Bogle,  at  the  time  of  presenting  the  letter,  informed 
the  Burmese  functionary,  ^^that  the  English  were  sincerely 
desirous  of  peace,  but  that,  if  a  reply  were  not  received  from 
Ava  by  the  1st  of  April,  fully  agreeing  to  the  terms  proposed 
by  the  Governor-General,  our  forces  would  inevitably  invade 
the  country;  and  that  the  guilt  of  having  provoked  the  war 
would  rest  with  them/'  The  Burmese  officers  around  were 
said  to  have  replied,  that,  if  we  were  prepared  for  war,  so  were 
they! 

General  Godwin,  on  his  arrival  at  the  Rangoon  river  from 
Calcutta,  immediately  sent  Captain  Latter,  the  interpreter,  in 
the  '^  Proserpine,^'  to  Rangoon,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  inquire 
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if  any  reply  had  been  received  from  the  Court  of  Ava  to  the 
Governor-General's  letter.  On  reaching  the  stockades^  which 
guarded  both  banks  of  the  river,  the  steamer  was  fired  on.  The 
cool  courage  of  Commander  Brooking  was  admirable  on  this 
trying  occasion.  He  not  only  extricated  the  "Proserpine" 
from  danger,  but  blew  up  a  magazine  on  shore,  which  inflicted 
a  severe  loss  on  the  enemy.  The  meaning  of  a  flag  of  truce 
had  been  explained  to  them  some  weeks  before  by  Commodore 
Lambert ;  so  that  no  pretext  for  not  understanding  it  would 
hold  for  one  instant.  Their  firing  on  the  flag  was  a  sure  indi- 
cation that  the  Burmese  authorities  wished  for  war ;  that  they 
would  have  it  at  any  price  :  they  were  now  about  to  have  it 
"  with  a  vengeance  !  " 

It  had  been  understood  among  us  that  no  operations  would 
take  place  before  Monday.  The  fulfilment  of  this  resolution^ 
however,  depended  upon  circumstances.  These  fortunately 
tended  to  expedite  matters,  as  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th,  the  "  Phlegethon  "  had  recon- 
noitred the  enemy's  works  on  the  river  in  a  cool  and  intrepid 
manner.  Next  morning,  about  9  o'clock,  the  "Berenice,'* 
with  the  several  war-steamers  and  vessels,  changed  position. 
Our  place  was  very  near  the  "  Serpent."  The  steam-frigates 
were  to  our  right,  and  in  front,  the  smaller  steamers  filling  up 
the  picture — which  was  one  of  imposing  grandeur.  Firing  had 
already  proceeded  from  the  direction  of  Rangoon;  it  struck 
us  that  the  Burmese  were  simply  at  morning  practice,  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  coming  struggle.  The  General  and  Admiral 
now  steamed  off  to  look  at  the  defences,  which  had  been  repre- 
sented of  so  formidable  a  nature.  We  fully  expected  to  see  a 
shot  fired  at  the  splendid  "  Rattler,"  and  the  other  steamers,  as 
thpy  seemed  to  approach  the  works.  The  Burmese,  however, 
^erveo  h'^ir  ammunition.  They  either  supposed  that  we 
*hr-Ml/   ic-.--"     iroTp  Attacking  them  on  the  Sabbath,  or  deemed 

I.    employ  their  artillery  until  our  -^^yf^w    *orn-: 

ir       ^^ya.T'^      .1}     pre»'*.T>'*'*     ^*       lipir      ^nrfif ,->.r|^j   ,  /Vj 
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watched  for  some  time  for  the  first  symptom  of  resistance^ 
and  watched  in  vain. 

We  beheld  the  "  Feroze/'  under  Commodore  Lynch,  moving 
on,  evidently  to  take  up  position  opposite  the  stockades.  With 
the  animated  crowd  of  soldiers  on  her  decks,  she  was  a  grand 
picture  in  motion — a  ''  political  persuader/'  with  fearful  instru- 
ments of  speech,  in  an  age  of  progress !  Next  came  the 
'^  Sesostris.^'     At  length,  the  Burmese,  unable  to   stand  this 

• 

gradual  augmentation  of  the  steam-warriors  in  firont  of  their 
position,  fired  at  the  frigates,  and  the  operations  began.  The 
"  Moozuffer,''  "  Feroze,''  and  ''  Sesostris,''*  also  the  "  Medusa"" 
and  "  Phlegethon " — the  two  latter,  from  their  drawing  little 
water,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  the  coast — came  seve- 
rally into  action.  The  fire  from  the  vessels.  Queen's  and 
Company^s,  was  kept  up  with  terrific  efiect  against  Dalla,  on 
our  left,  and  the  Rangoon  defences  on  our  right.  At  first  the 
enemy  returned  the  fire  with  considerable  dexterity  and  pre- 
cision; but,  shortly  after  the  '^  Fox  '"  had  come  up  and  poured 
in  her  broadside,  and  the  "  Serpent "  had  moved  on  to  destroy, 
by  about  11  o'clock  the  firing  on  our  right  almost  ceased. 
However,  the  war-steamers  kept  on,  thundering  forth  against 
the  works  on  both  sides  of  the  river ;  utterly  destroying  the 
stockades  on  the  shore  at  Rangoon,  and  cannonading  Dalla  with 
decided  efiect.  The  large  stockade,  south-west  of  the  Shw^- 
Dagon,  was  set  on  fire  by  a  well-directed  shell,  which  caused  the 
explosion  of  a  powder-magazine ;  and  then,  all  the  work  soon 
became  filled  with  black  smoke  and  vivid  fiame — up,  up  to  the 
bright  skies  ascending,  till  the  scene  became  one  of  extreme 
beauty  and  awful  grandeur !  At  this  crisis,  an  occasional  gun 
was  heard  from  the  shore.  Two  or  three  pieces  were  stiU 
observable   in   the    burning   stockade ;  and,   as   no    Burmese 


•  Tlie  "  Moozuffer,"  iinf'or  Captain  Hewitt ;  the  "  Sesostris/'  under  Captain 
Campbell. 
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were  visible^  some  conjectured  it  to  be  the  flame  firing  tbem 
off  without  orders. 

While  the  ruined  defences  on  the  Rangoon  side  were  burnings 
the  town  of  Dalla^  or  Dalla  Creek^  became  the  chief  point  of 
attack.  A  determined  force  had  evidently  taken  up  a  position 
in  this  quarter.  Several  of  our  shot  and  shells  struck  the  prin- 
cipal pagoda  of  the  place ;  but^  beyond  knocking  a  piece  out 
here  and  there,  with  little  effect.  The  stockade  at  Dalla  having 
been  silenced,  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines,  in  four  boats, 
effected  a  landing,  and  took  the  place  by  storm.  But  something 
must  be  said  about  this  exciting  scene.  Every  one  on  board 
the  fleet  had  his  telescope  with  him,  ready  to  observe  with 
interest  the  proceedings  of  the  attacking  party.  When  the 
boats  emptied  their  loads  on  the  bank,  a  loud  cheer  sprung 
from  several  vessels  in  the  river.  The  party  now  rushied  boldly 
forward  to  the  stockade:  some  coolly  inspected  it  all  roimd; 
some,  we  could  behold,  trying  to  scramble  over  it ;  at  length 
they  entered  it  with  little  opposition,  its  chief  defenders  having 
fled  in  every  direction  to  escape  the  terrible  fire  of  our  guns. 
One  unfortunate  Burmese  soldier,  on  the  approach  of  the  naval 
party,  jumped  into  the  water,  and  swam  bravely ;  a  few  more 
followed  his  example,  a3  if  resolved  on  becoming  targets  for 
practice.  The  works  were  soon  all  fired  by  the  destructive 
exertions  of  the  soldiers  and  marines.  About  2  p.m.,  the 
stockade  and  a  portion  of  the  town  were  wrapped  in  one  mighty 
blaze.  The  quiet  landscape  on  each  side  of  the  river  became 
disturbed  with  the  fierce  and  raging  element.  The  enemy  had 
played  upon  us  with  guns  of  considerable  size — some  of  them 
twelve  and  eighteen  pounders — and,  occasionally,  these  were 
remarkably  well  laid.  The  shot  flew  over  the  decks  of  the 
war-steamers ;  on  board  one,  the  ''  Sesostris,''  a  young  officer  of 
^    M.'s  51st,*  was  mortally  wounded.     Several  shots  struck 
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the  vessels  :  the  ^^  Moozuffer ''  was  maimed  a  little^  and  the 
*'  Feroze"  had  part  of  her  rigging  shot  away.  According  to 
some^  ^^  the  fire  of  the  enemy  proved  fatal  to  many  on  board  the 
shipping '';  but  our  casualties  were  by  no  means  numerous  on 
this  day. 

These  highly  successful  operations  by  both  the  Queen^s  and  the 
Honourable  Company's  navy — the  chief  work,  doubtless,  of  the 
11th having  fallen  to  the  latter — cleared  the  coast  for  nearly  a  mile, 
and  made  a  splendid  landing-place  for  the  troops,  who  were 
now  eager  to  commence  land  operations  on  the  following  morn- 
ing.    The  Navy  had  acted  as  a  pioneer  of  true  civilisation. 

Just  a  quarter  of  a  century  had  passed  away  since  Lord 
Amherst,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  first  Burmese  war,  proceeded 
to  the  western  provinces  of  India,  and  visited  Delhi.  He  there 
told  the  King  that  all  vassalage  for  the  British  Indian  posses- 
sions, which  till  then  had  been  acknowledged,  was  at  an  end. 
Thus,  about  seventy  years  after  the  battle  of  Plassey,  we  fairly 
established  ourselves — and  the  reward  was  not  too  great  for  so 
much  labour  and  enterprise — sole  possessors,  in  every  respect,  of 
what  Macaulay  styles,  ^^the  magnificent  inheritance  of  the 
house  of  Tamerlane.''*  For  anything  we  knew  now,  the  land- 
ing of  the  troops  about  to  take  place  in  Burma  might  be  the 
foundation  of  a  new  empire,  which  one  day  may  teem  with 
Anglo-Saxon  industry,  and  do  honour  to  those  who  had  secured 
the  golden  inheritance  of  the  descendants  of  Alompra  ! 

There  was  little  sleep  that  night  among  many  of  us ;  the  ex- 
citement attendant  on  preparation  for  work  had  kept  away 
its  refreshing  influence.  About  half-past  3  next  morning,  the 
decks  of  the  several  steamers  and  vessels  were  crowded  with 
living  creatures,  all  eagerly  sharing  the  bustle  which  invariably 
precedes  the  landing  of  troops  in  an  enemy's  country.  Some 
of  the  boats  for  conveyance  on  shore  did  not  arrive  until  the 


*  Essay  on  Lord  Clive. 
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morning  had  considerably  advanced ;  and  then  we  beheld  Surya 
ascending  in  full  splendour^  as  if  seeking  a  vantage  point 
whence  to  view  the  coming  fray.  The  river  before  Bangoon 
presented  an  animated  scene^  the  like  of  which  had  not  relieved 
its  monotonous  aspect  for  eight-and-twenty  years.  Boats  row- 
ing to  and  fro^  steamers  changing  position ;  the  detachments 
already  landed  drawn  out  in  martial  array ;  here^  the  boats  of 
the  "Hermes/'  with  two  9-pounders,  brought  to  join  th^ir 
companions  two  24-pounder  howitzers,  from  the  "Lahore''; 
there,  the  men  shouting  and  working,  assisted  by  the  gallant 
tars,  as  they  took  each  gun  from  the  boat,  and  set  it  in  readi- 
ness for  the  carriage  mounted  to  receive  it.  The  troops  landed 
under  a  well-sustained  fire  from  the  steamers.  The  right 
column  consisted  of  H.  M.'s  51st,  the  18th  Royal  Irish,  the 
40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  and  the  Sappers  and  Miners. 
The  18th  Royal  Irish  were  on  the  right ;  the  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.  on 
the  left ;  and  the  40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  in  the  centre. 
The  Sappers  and  Miners  were  drawn  up  with  their  ladders  in 
rear  of  the  left  flank.  The  troops  were  ordered  to  carry  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  pouches,  and  all  to  have  one 
day's  full  rations,  ready  cooked,  with  them.  The  Artillery 
formed  in  rear  of  the  Brigade.  Next  landed,  as  soon  as  boats 
were  available,  the  wing  of  H.  M.'s  80th,  and  the  35th  and 
9th  Madras  Native  Infantry — the  wing  of  H.  M.'s  80th  in  the 
centre;  the  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry  on  the  right;  and  the  35th 
Madras  Native  Infantry  on  the  left.  The  9th  Regiment  N.I.  had 
served  in  the  first  Burmese  war.  The  order  for  position  appointed 
by  the  General  was  quarter-distance  colimin,  right  in  front. 
The  ludicrous  features  of  the  landing  scene  may  be  described  as 
foUows :— Guns  and  carriages  dismounted,  wheels  lying  here 
and  there,  boxes  of  medicine,  boxes  of  shot,  rations  of  beef, 
powder,  arrack,  and  ladders,  all  in  one  confused  mass,  while 
the  troops  moved  in  the  midst  of  them  to  form  into  position. 

In  contrast  to  these  lively  and  exciting  doings,  the  follow- 
ing melancholy  accident  may  be  related : — On  one  occasion,  just 
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as  we  were  employed  in  mounting  guns  for  the  third  detach- 
ment of  Artillery,  some  European  soldiers  and  a  sepoy  had 
recklessly  approached  the  smoking  ashes  of  a  ruined  stockade, 
where  quantities  of  loose  powder  had  been  left  about  by  the 
Burmese  on  the  previous  day;  a  portion  of  this  exploded^ 
burning  the  poor  fellows  in  the  most  dreadful  manner.  Some 
now  thought  that  the  ground  we  stood  on  was  well  mined ;  a  few 
probably  expected  to  be  in  the  air  shortly,  especially  the  sepoys ; 
but  all  was  soon  lost  in  some  new  cause  of  excitement.  At  in- 
tervals the  ships'  guns  roared  forth  destruction  on  the  town. 

On,  on  to  the  Shwe  Dagon !  was  soon  the  grand  animating 
thought  of  every  oflBcer  and  soldier.     The  General  had  advanced 
with  the  first  division  that  landed.     His  wise  plan  was  to  take  the 
circuitous  route  and  attack  on  the  eastern  side.     The  old  road 
from  the  river  led  up  to  the   southern  gate   of  the   pagoda, 
through  the  new  town,  by  which  route  it  was  generally  believed 
the  enemy  expected  us.     But  events  of  considerable  importance 
were  to  take  place  before  we  got  near  any  gate  of  Gautama^s 
splendid   Temple.     Colonel  Foord,  Commandant   of  Artillery, 
with  Major  Turton  and  Brigade-Major  Scott,  and  four  Bengal 
guns  under  Major  Reid,  were  with  the  General  in  advance,  the 
guns  covered  by  four  companies  of  the  51st  Light  Infantry. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  when,  "  on  opening  some 
rising  ground  to  the  right,''  they  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy's 
guns,  and  immediately  afterwards  Burmese  skirmishers  appeared 
in  the  jungle.     On  this  audacity,  General  Godwin,  who  served 
in  the  first  Burmese  campaign,  afterwards  remarked  in  his 
despatch,  that  it  was  a  new  mode  of  fighting  with  the  Burmese^ 
'^  no  instance  having  occurred  last  war  of  their  attacking  our 
flanks,  or  leaving  their  stockades,  that  I  remember  to  have 
taken  place."    They  had  profited  by  time,  and,  perhaps,  by 
European  instruction. 

The  enemy's  artillery  fire  proceeded  from  a  position  which 
was  styled  the  White  House  Stockade.  It  was  a  very 
strong  defence,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  and  well  situated  to 
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annoy  our  advance.  Lieutenant  Ford^  of  the  Madras  Sappers 
and  Miners^  had  constructed  three  temporary  bridges  in  a  very 
short  space  of  time,  which  would  greatly  facilitate  the  progress 
of  more  guns  required  to  assist  Major  Beid^s  battery,  which 
^1^  now  in  fiill  play  against  the  stockade,  at  a  range  of  about 
eight  hundred  yards.  ^^  I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,''  remarked  an 
officer  to  the  General,  "  that  unless  Major  Oakes  soon  comes 
up,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  go  on.  I  have  but  two  rounds  a 
gun  left.''  The  accuracy  of  the  enemy's  range  was  shown  by 
two  of  the  Bengal  gunners  receiving  mortal  wounds  at  their 
guns,  from  two  successive  shots.  At  this  critical  time.  Major 
Oakes  fortunately  came  up  with  two  24-pounder  howit- 
zers, leaving  the  remaining  portion  of  his  battery  in  the 
rear.  Colonel  Foord  told  him  to  open  with  spherical  case 
at  a  range  of  eight  hundred  yards.  The  gallant  Major,  with 
his  usual  alacrity,  drew  up  in  line  with  the  Bengal  battery, 
and  opened  an  effective  fire  on  the  outwork,  which  he  continued 
until  the  whole  of  his  ammunition  was  expended.  The*Bengal 
guns  had  for  some  time  withdrawn  fr>om  the  line  of  action, 
until  more  ammunition  should  arrive.  The  heat  of  the  sun 
was  now  terrific ;  it  gave  Major  Oakes  his  death-blow  just  as 
he  was  about  to  fire  the  last  gun. 

Shortly  before  the  Artillery  ceased  firing,  a  storming  party 
was  formed  from  H.  M.'s  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.,  and  the  Sappers 
and  Miners.  It  consisted  of  four  companies  of  Europeans^ 
Major  Fraser,  the  chief  Engineer,  with  the  Sappers  under 
Captain  BundaU.  The  third  division  of  ladders  was  in  the 
rear  under  Lieutenant  Ford,  who  had  been  constructing  and 
repairing  wooden  bridges  for  the  passage  of  the  Artillery. 
After  the  work  was  finished,  he  had  orders  to  rejoin  the  leading 
division.  While  passing  on  for  that  purpose,  a  heavy  flanlring 
fire  from  the  left  was  opened  on  his  detachment.  This  not 
being  returned,  the  enemy  became  bolder  and  the  fire  hotter^ 
so  much  so,  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  ground  their  ladders^ 
unsling  their  carbines,  and  open  a  fire  on  the  Burmese  skir- 
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mishers.  This  silenced  them  for  a  while ;  and  resuming  their 
ladders^  the  men  marched  on  with  all  speed.  From  the  con- 
tinual firing  in  front,  it  was  evident  that  severe  work  was  going 
on  at  the  stockade.  The  party  moved  on  with  their  heavy 
ladders,  and,  passing  through  a  thick  wood  which  screened  the 
place,  the  officer  beheld  Lieutenant  Donaldson,  of  the  Bengal 
Engineers,  passing  by  mortally  wounded,  his  pale  face  lighted 
up  with  a  smile  of  triumph,  although  suffering  extreme  agony. 
On  reaching  the  White  House  Stockade,*  there  were  to  be  seen 
the  ladders  reared  against  it,  and  troops  crowding  up  them. 
Four  laddersf  went  at  the  place  in  two  divisions. 

Closely  following  the  gallant  Major  Fraser  in  the  assault, 
came  Captain  Rundall,  who  mounted  the  ladders  about  the 
same  time  as  his  superior.  The  storming  party  immediately 
carried  the  stockade  ;  but  not  without  considerable  loss  on  our 
side.  The  brave  Captain  Blundell,  who  commanded  the  leading 
company  of  the  party,  was  shot  down,  and  afterwards  died  of 
his  wounds.  In  him  the  gaUant  51st  lost  an  excellent  officer 
•—one  who  had  nobly  done  his  duty.  The  companies  of  Sappers 
suffered  severely,  and  their  bravery  was  everywhere  conspicuous. 
Three  of  them  alone  reared  a  ladder,  four  more  having  been  shot 
down  beside  it.  Lieutenant  Trevor  was  here  wounded,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Williams  had  a  narrow  escape  of  his  life.  The  Burmese^ 
on  our  carrying  the  stockade,  fled  precipitately ;  but  many  of 
these  resolved  to  give  us  fiirther  trouble  in  the  jungles.  They  left 
many  dead  about  the  place ;  amongst  them  was  a  warrior,  dad 
in  a  red  jacket  with  the  buttons  of  the  50th  B^giment. 

It  was  not  yet  near  noon,  and  the  sun  had  made  severe 
havoc  among  several  members  of  our  small  army.  Major 
Griffiths,  Brigade  Major  of  the  Madras  Division,  was  fatally 


*  For  Sapplementiiry  Narrative  of,  See  "Bangoon/*  Appendix  No.   VL 

p.  249. 
t  Or  more,  as  four  were  reared,  a  fifth  broke ;  bat  four  were  enough. 
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struck  on  the  field.  Colonel  Foord,  Brigadier  Warren,  com- 
manding the  Bengal  Division,  and  Colonel  St.  Maur,  H.  M.'s 
61st  K.  O.  L.  1.,  were  disabled  by  its  overpowering  effects. 
Many  of  the  European  soldiers  suffered,  and  here  and  there 
were  to  be  seen,  on  the  ground  for  the  advance,  to  the  left 
of  the  White  House  Stockade,  the  medical  officers  and  their 
subordinates  administering  relief  by  pouring  cold  water  over 
the  patients.  The  remaining  portion  of  Major  Oakes'  battery 
— ^four  9-pounders — arrived  from  the  shore  shortly  after  that 
gallant  officer  was  struck.  Next  came  Major  Montgomery's 
battery,*  with  the  D  Company  3rd  Battalion  of  the  Madras 
Artillery,  which  had  done  good  service  in  China.  Major  Back, 
commanding,  with  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Harrison,  accom- 
panied this  division  of  the  corps.  Captain  Cooke,  with  the 
D  Company  2nd  Battalion,  had  already  made  some  excellent 
practice  with  his  rockets  while  and  after  the  ArtiUerjr  fired 
on  the  stockade,  clearing  the  jungles  on  the  left,  and  thereby 
saving  us  for  some  time  considerable  trouble  and  annoyance. 

Among  the  wounded  in  the  early  operations,  may  be  men- 
tioned Captain  Allan,  Quartermaster-General  to  the  Force, 
and  Colonel  Bogle,  Commissioner  of  the  Tenasserim  Pro- 
vinces. The  former  was  shot  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  the 
latter  in  the  knee. 

Reposing  in  a  shady  spot,  a  small  number  of  officers  caught 
the  attention  of  the  passer-by.  Two  of  them,  it  seemed  highly 
probably,  would  recover  from  their  misfortunes.  But  on  the 
face  of  Major  Oakes  death  had  set  his  seal.  Several  were 
around  him  rendering  every  possible  assistance,  while  the  tear 
of  sorrow  fell  from  even  those  who  liked  him  not  too  well. 

The  Artillery  were  now  commanded  not  to  advance  till  further 
'orders ;  and  after  a  good  deal  of  sharp  skirmishing,  as  the  day 
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drew  to  a  close^  a  general  cessation  of  operations  took  place. 
All  now  began  to  prepare  for  a  night's  bivouac  on  the  field. 
In  the  evening  it  was  whispered  among  ns^  that  Major  Oakes 
was  dead !  that  he  who^  since  being  appointed  to  command  a 
Service  Company^  had  shown  no  ordinary  zeal  for  the  high 
efficiency  of  that  Company — who,  a  few  hours  before,  had 
rejoiced  in  a  triumphant  might — was  now  ranked  among  the 
fallen.  He  had  been  taken  into  the  general  hospital  on  the 
beach,  where  he  died.  The  gallant  deceased  was  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  In  person  Major  Oakes  rose  above  the  or- 
dinary stature.  Six  feet  one  inch  in  height,  with  a  chest  of 
uncommon  breadth,  a  striking  military  deportment,  and  a 
countenance  betraying  a  restless  ambition,  wherever  he  went 
he  could  not  escape  observation.  Aut  Casar  aut  nuUus,  might 
be  read  in  his  pale,  hard  features.  He  had  entered  the  Madras 
Artillery  under  the  old  regime,  about  the  time  when  our  first 
war  with  Burma  formed  a  subject  of  general  interest  through- 
out  the  British  dominions.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1827^ 
Majors  Oakes  and  Montgomery  were  riding-masters  to  the 
Horse  Brigade.  The  Major  was  great  in  all  matters  of  driU, 
and  was  conspicuous  as  the  man  who  gave  the  regiment  an 
entire  system  of  manoeuvres.  His  publications  on  that  subject 
were  acknowledged  by  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  who 
rewarded  him  for  his  services.* 

Major  Oakes  was  not,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  a  man  of 
genius ;  the  creative  faculty  was  in  him  but  slightly  developed. 
But  he  was  gifted  with  great  energy,  and  was  remarkable  for 
his  untiring  industry.  Well-directed  labour,  steadily  continued, 
is  a  rare  virtue  in  India,  where  climate  and  the  absence  of 
any  powerful  motive  for  exertion,  induce  languid  habits.  He, 
therefore,  who  shakes  off  the  lethargy,  and  toils  assiduously, 
may,  without  a  glimmering  of  genius,  acquire  a  pre-eminence 


•  Order  pablished  at  Fort  St.  George,  18th  Maroh  1851. 
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even  over  those  of  his  fellow-men  who  may  be  more  highly 
endowed  by  Nature.  In  this  way  may  we  acconnt  for  the 
position  Major  Oakes  wrought  for  himself.  Through  his 
efforts  the  Madras  Artillery  was  presented  with  several  very 
useful  works,  and  he  will  long  be  remembered  by  officers  of 
the  old  Corps  as  one  of  its  most  useful  members. 

After  the  White  House  Stockade  was  taken,  and  picquets 
had  been  placed  in  front,  a  good  opportunity  was  presented 
for  examining  the  work.  A  vast  quantity  of  ammunition  was 
found  in  the  place.  The  grape  was  of  the  usual  barbarous 
description,  common  among  some  of  the  hUl-tribes  of  India : 
badly  shaped  iron  bullets  or  bits  of  iron,  closely  packed  in  a 
canvas  bag,  dipped  in  dammer.  Into  a  well  outside,  all  the  am- 
munition that  could  be  found  was  thrown.  The  work,  like  all 
Burmese  defences,  was  very  strong,  and  they  had  evidently  taken 
much  trouble  in  its  construction.  In  the  last  war  the  "  White 
House ''  was  surrounded  by  a  brick  wall,  which  this  time  they 
again  surrounded  with  a  stockade,  at  a  distance  of  about  ten 
feet,  filling  the  interval  with  rammed  earth.  This  formed  a 
good  parapet,  to  which  they  gave  a  reverse  slope,  so  as  to  get 
up  and  mount  their  guns  on  it.  Some  excellent  guns  were 
found,  of  iron  and  brass ;  two  of  the  latter  kind  were  deemed 
handsome  enough  afterwards  to  be  sent  to  Calcutta.  The  work 
had  on  its  front  face  an  insignificant  ditch.  In  the  centre  of 
the  little  fort  was  the  ^^  White  House,''  from  which  the  place 
took  its  name.  It  was  approached  at  one  end  only  by  a  steep 
flight  of  steps,  and  within,  at  the  further  end,  was  placed  a 
colossal  figure  of  Gautama.  A  great  deal  of  ammunition  was 
found  scattered  about  this  central  building.  After  the  place 
was  burned  by  the  Engineers  and  Sappers,  the  same  night  the 
entire  roof  of  the  house  was  destroyed,  and  the  huge  figure 
"^een  from  a  distance,  overtopping  the  shell  of  the  ruined  man- 
"'^n ,  had  an  extraordinary  effect.  All  the  outside  wood-work 
•^  ♦Vie  ^]ace  was  also  destroyed  by  fire,  so  that  the  parapet 
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retake  the  stockade^  we  could  have  swept  them  firom  the  face 
of  the  earthy  or  say^  the  top  of  it,  in  various  ways.  A 
Burmese  warrior,  who  had  been  severely  wounded,  must  have 
acquired  some  idea  of  British  kindness  towards  an  enemy, 
when  a  high  officer  patted  him  on  the  back,  to  reassure  him 
of  our  protection,  while  others  gave  him  water,  and  he  was 
allowed  with  his  wife  and  relations,  who  had  sought  him  out, 
to  leave  the  stockade  and  go  peacefully  away. 

The  ''White  House  Picquef — so  called  in  the  last  war — 
was  well  situated  for  an  out-post.  The  enemy  knew  every  inch 
of  the  ground  we  should  necessarily  pass  over  to  get  at  them ; 
and  it  is  highly  probable  they  had  practised  for  some  time  with 
ranges  to  bear  upon  certain  points,  which  may  account  for  their 
accuracy  of  fire  in  the  morning.  The  fort  being  situated  on 
slightly  rising  ground,  a  picturesque  view  inland  was  afforded : 
at  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  was  a  small  village,  some- 
what concealed  by  wooden  ruins,  to  which  considerable  numbers 
of  the  enemy  retreated. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  Burmese  skirmishers. 
It  was  amusing  enough  to  see  them  chevied  through  the 
bushes,  across  the  plain,  where  the  Artillery  were  drawn  up,  by 
the  European  soldiers.  Crack !  crack !  crack ! — ^away  they  ran, 
as  if  a  legion  of  evil  spirits  were  afler  them  I  But  the  retreat 
of  many  was  only  temporary.  Towards  dusk,  they  showed 
themselves  in  front  of  our  camp ;  but  a  few  rounds  of  canister 
quickly  drove  them  back  into  their  jungles.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  Europeans  were  in  the  service  of  His  Grolden- 
footed  Majesty.  A  European  Portuguese  was  taken  prisoner; 
and  a  Conductor  picked  up,  in  one  of  the  stockades,  the  first 
volume  of  a  work  on  anatomy,  and  a  treatise  on  steam  navi- 
gation, both  in  English ;  he  also  beheld  plates,  tumblers,  and 
wine-glasses. 

A  report  was  current,  that  an  officer  of  the  Madras  Artillery 
recognised  a  renegade  of  that  corps,  named  Govin,  in  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy,  clad  in  Burmese  uniform.    He  was  soon  after 
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shot  dead.  This  man  was  said  to  have  been  an  able  artilleiy- 
man^  and  had  got  up  light  field-trains^  drawn  by  Pegu  ponies. 
It  was  strange^  that  the  moment  he  was  laid  low  the  Burmese 
Artillery  feU  into  confusion.  A  panic  had  ensued ;  and  every 
''  volimteer  "  knows  that,  in  the  game  of  war,  when  confusion  or 
a  panic  takes  place,  all  is  nearly  over.  Even  among  Europeans 
confusion  or  panic  may  destroy  the  bravest  troops;  and  as  it 
may  come  when  least  expected,  a  reserve  should  ever  be  at 
hand. 

No  man  seemed  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the  day  better  than 
the  gallant  General ;  he  wfts  busy  everywhere^ — the  cocked  hat 
he  wore  rendering  his  vicinity  anything  but  safe — animating 
the  troops  by  his  presence.  He  came  forward,  and  expressed 
his  sorrow  to  Colonel  Foord — who  had  slightly  recovered — for 
the  accident  which  had  befallen  him.  About  this  time,  he  said, 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  Burmese  that  day,  that  they  had 
acted  boldly  and  well,  beyond  all  expectation.  At  night  the 
force  bivouacked  on  the  open  plain,  without  tents  or  covering 
of  any  description  for  oflScers  or  men.  During  the  night,  the 
enemy  fired  on  the  camp  with  musketry,  but  did  not  otherwise 
molest  us.  There  may  be  more  disagreeable  things  in  life  than 
sleeping  beside  a  howitzer,  on  some  straw,  to  escape  as  much 
dew  as  possible,  after  a  hard  day's  work  under  a  burning  sun; 
getting  up  at  intervals  for  duty ;  and  washing  in  the  morning 
out  of  a  gun-bucket. 

The  alarm,  when  the  camp  had  gone  to  rest,  led  some  to 
suppose  that  the  White  House  Stockade  was  about  being  re- 
occupied  ;  but  it  turned  out  to  be  only  the  flickering  blaze  firom 
some  smouldering  timbers,  which  looked  as  if  people  were  moving 
about  with  lights.  Their  conjectures  were  groundless.  The 
White  House  Picquet,  or  what  remained  of  it,  was  speedily 
becoming  a  blackened  ruin,  which  it  would  take  the  Burmese 
"uch  trouble  and   time   again  to  put  in   a  proper   state  of 

1'^      norlr^  of  tlie  12th  of  April  "^  lonp  be  remetp^rpd  br 
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many  of  the  force.  Towards  the  new  town,  and  the  great 
Shw^  Dagon^  fire  continued  to  spread  through  the  darkness — 
observing  which  formed  amusement  for  the  weary  who  could 
not  sleep.  It  proceeded  from  the  steamers  and  men-of-war 
pouring  their  destructive  fire  into  the  town.  Huge  hollow  shot 
and  carcasses  were  continually  projected^  doing  fearful  execution. 
Sometimes  the  effect^  from  our  camp^  was  terribly  sublime.  It 
seemed  as  if  many  a  wrathful  deity  were^  like  Vishnu^  hurling 
the  fiery  discus  through  the  air ! 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THB  GBAND  ADVANCE  ON  THB  SHW6  DAGON  PAGODA. 

The  13th  of  April  was  a  busy  day  in  camp.*  In  addition  to 
the  Artillery  already  up^  four  8-inch  iron  howitzers  were 
required  by  the  General  for  the  grand  advance  on  the  great 
pagoda.  This  was  fixed  for  the  morrow,  when,  many  belieyed, 
from  what  had  already  been  experienced,  the  enemy  would 
make  a  desperate  resistance.  The  whole  of  this  day  was 
employed  in  disembarking  and  taking  into  camp  these  noble 
pieces  of  ordnance.  The  Naval  Brigade  rendered  us  the  most 
hearty  assistance  in  this  arduous  task. 

At  one  spot  on  the  field  might  be  seen  a  knot  of  artillery- 
men, under  some  zealous  officer,  cutting  and  fixing  fuses ;  at 
another,  the  infantry  cleaning  and  examining  their  trusty  per- 
cussion muskets  and  bayonets,  the  best  Infantry  weapons  pro- 
curable ;  at  another,  a  cluster  of  talkers,  very  eloquent  some  of 
them,  discussing  the  operations  of  the  previous  day;  the  sun. 


Situated  about  one  mile  from  the  beach,  and,  by  the  route  we  took, 
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apparently^  being  quite  disregarded  in  the  zeal  of  a  wordy 
contest.  In  the  shade— and  a  good  deal  was  afforded  by  the 
snrroTinding  jangles — ^the  thermometer  stood  considerably  above 
one  hundred  degrees. 

The  King  of  Ava^  no  doubt^  all  this  time,  believed  that, 
through  the  re-agency  of  such  troops  as  those  composing 
"  Shwe-Pee  Hman-Geen/'  or  the  Mirror  of  the  Golden 
Country — a  body  of  Royal  Guards — and  other  bodies  equally 
well  gilt^  the  English  would  soon  be  driven  into  the  riyer ;  and 
that  then  the  Tenasserim  Provinces  would  be  taken  from  us, 
and  even  Calcutta  might  become  submissive  to  the  Golden 
Feet!  ''On  the  night  of  the  13th/'  wrote  an  intelligent 
Armenian^  one  of  the  oppressed^  "  orders  came  to  send  us  up 
to  the  great  pagoda.  We  were  accordingly  conveyed  thither 
in  files  of  ten  men^  three  Armenians  and  seven  Mussulmans. 
Rockets  and  shells  ^  poured  down  on  every  side.  Our  escape 
must  solely  be  ascribed  to  the  mercy  of  Providence.  To  have 
escaped  from  the  shells^  some  of  which  burst  near  us — &om 
the  Governor's  hand^  and  the  hands  of  the  Burmese  soldiery^ 
who  had  already  commenced  piUaging  the  new  town — ^must  be 
set  down  as  a  miracle.  However^  two  files  of  our  comrades 
had  scarcely  gone^  when  the  guard  placed  over  us  thought  it 
prudent  to  save  themselves  from  the  impending  danger  by 
flight ;  yet  their  chief  stood  with  his  drawn  sword.  We  she- 
koed^t  prayed^  and  conjured  him  to  save  his  life  and  ours. 
In  my  long  experience  of  the  Burmese  generally,  I  have  never 
found  them  wantonly  cruel  in  nature.  It  is  the  system  of 
the  insane  Government  of  Ava  that  produces  monsters.  So 
the  man  released  us,  and,  with  good  grace,  after  seeing  us 
depart,  departed  himself  also.  We  at  first  returned  to  our 
abodes,  but  found  them  uninhabitable.     Many  of  the  houses  in 


*  From  the  Bhipping. 

t  Salaamed^  or  made  aalntation. 
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the  new  town  were  in  a  blaze  £rom  the  rockets.  We  then 
thought  of  our  safety :  some  tried  to  escape  to  the  river-side — 
they  fell  among  the  Burmese  soldiery^  were  maltreated^  stripped 
even  of  their  upper  garments,  and  obliged  to  return,  and  hide 
themselves  under  a  Eyoung*;  others  took  shelter  under  the  foot 
of  the  great  pagoda,  and  a  few  disguised  got  safely  out  of  the 
town  through  the  kind  assistance  of  their  Burmese  friends. 
This  night  was  a  night  of  flight.^' 

We  were  informed  that,  shortly  before  the  fleet  arrived,  the 
Governor  called  a  sort  of  Cabinet  Council  together,  to  deliberate 
over  the  probability  of  beating  back  the  English.  An  old  and 
respected  inhabitant  of  Rangoon,  who  remembered  the  last  war, 
and  many  years  before  it,  was  called  on  to  give  his  opinion. 
The  old  man  was  afiraid  to  speak  out  what  he  thought  would 
be  the  result ;  but  being  pressed  to  do  so,  as  there  was  no  fear 
he  would  si{fferfor  telling  the  truth,  he  declared  that  the  British, 
on  account  of  their  superior  skill  and  discipline,  would  cer- 
tainly be  victorious.  "With  them,''  said  he,  "one  mind 
guides  all ;  with  the  Burmese,  each  guides  himself  in  the  fight ; 
what  if  we  have  fifty  to  one,  the  Europeans  will  conquer  1  '* 
The  fine  old  fellow  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  branded,  and 
otherwise  tortured  for  his  candour. 

An  idea  of  the  strength  of  new  Rangoon  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  the  new  town,  already  mentioned,  up- 
wards of  a  mile  from  the  river,  was  described  as  "nearly  a 
square,  with  a  bund,  or  mud  wall,  about  sixteen  feet  high  and 
eight  broad ;  a  ditch  runs  along  each  side  of  the  square,  and 
on  the  north  side,  where  the  pagoda  stands,  it  has  been  cleverly 
worked  into  the  defences,  to  which  it  forms  a  sort  of  citadel." 

Wednesday  morning,  the  14th,  beheld  the  force  moving  on. 
The  troops  were  certainly  in  the  finest  temper  for  dealing  with 
'he  **.nemy.     The  halt  of  yesterday  had  refreshed  them  con- 


f  ,_»«ij^  -.1    x^.itku^  '^nqiiA 


ADVANCE   ON    THE    SHWt   DAGON   PAGODA.  125 

siderably,  notwithstanding  the  intense  heat ;  and  recollection  of 
the  12th  prompted  them  to  doable  exertion^  if  snch  were  pos- 
sible^ to-day. 

H.  M/s  80th  Regiment^  with  four  guns  of  Major  Mont- 
gomery's battery,*  formed  the  advance,  covered  by  skirmishers. 
About  7  o'clock,  the  sound  of  musketry  fell  upon  the  ear.  It 
seemed  to  those  composing  the  reserved  force  in  rear  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  dark  jungles,  through  which  our  march  lay.  The 
troops  in  our  front  had  come  into  action ;  and  the  enemy  were 
being  driven  before  the  fire  of  the  European  and  Native  In- 
fantry. But  this  was  not  effected  without  some  loss,  as  several 
doolieSjf  with  their  wounded,  which  passed  by  us,  clearly 
testified. 

The  sound  of  artillery,  from  a  Madras  battery,  likewise  told 
that  the  guns  were  in  position. 

Major  Montgomery,  having  brought  one  9-pounder  and  a  24- 
pounder  howitzer  into  a  favourable  position,  had  opened  fire  at  a 
distance  of  about  seven  hundred  yards  from  the  stockade.  Passing 
on  through  the  jungley  way,  we  at  length  came  within  range  of 
the  enemy's  jinjals,  which  appeared  to  fire  at  us  from  beside  a 
small  pagoda.  A  succession  of  well-directed  shots  were  now 
launched  against  the  reserved  force,  in  rear  of  which  the  heavy 
8-inch  howitzers  were  being  nobly  brought  along  by  the  gallant 
Naval  Brigade.  Our  guns  inclined  to  the  right,  and  halted  to 
make  way  for  the  coming  young  giants  of  ordnance — all  the 
while,  the  fire  proceeding  from  the  enemy  near  the  small 
pagoda  by  no  means  abating. 


*  The  A  Company,  4th  Battalion,  so  recently  commanded  by  his  friend 
Major  Oakee. 

t  Bndely  constmcted  palankeens,  for  carrying  sick  and  wounded.  [They 
are  not  "  ferocious  "  ;  neither  are  they  a  **  tribe,"  as  was  once  cleverly  ima- 
gined in  England  !  This  is  almost  as  g^od  as  when  a  member  of  the  British 
Senate  asked,  whether  Surajah  Dowlah  (Sir  Roger  Dewier  anglic^  was  a 
baronet !] 
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Again  we  marched  on^  and  came  upon  a  large  body  of  our 
troops^  the  Europeans^  with  fixed  bayonets^  as  if  ready  for 
an  attack  as  soon  as  a  breach  could  be  made.  The  4iOth 
Bengal  Native  Infantry  were  likewise  in  this  position,  a  petty 
niidan,*  sheltered  by  a  small  hill  covered  with  jungle.  Shot 
from  the  Burmese  guns,  as  well  as  jinjals,  fell  fast  and  thick 
upon  the  plain.  The  troops  wisely  remained  under  cover  of 
the  hill,  passing  an  occasional  remark  on  the  correct  range  the 
enemy  had]attained,  as  shot  after  shot  bounded  along  only  a  few 
yards  before  us ;  and  then  would  come  a  jinjal,  with  its  strange 
whistling  sound,  over  your  head,  making  a  man  thankful  he 
was  not  quite  so  tall  as  men  are  represented  in  ancient  writ. 
In  spite  of  all  philosophy,  such  music  must  sound  very  strange 
to  all  ears,  for  the  first  time  I  At  length,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  infantry  moved  on. 

The  D  Company's  Battery,t  under  Captain  Cooke,  was 
ordered  to  remain  in  the  old  position  till  required.  Cer- 
tainly, it  is  galling  to  be  under  fire,  without  any  order  to 
advance ;  and  such  was  our  case  for  about  four  hours.  It  was 
amusing  enough  to  observe  the  cattle  attached  to  the  guns, 
while  the  shot  continued  to  fly  about.  Strange  to  say,  not  one 
bullock  of  the  reserve  battery  was  struck,  nor  did  they  seem  to 
be  at  all  affected  by  the  firing  of  the  determined  enemy  1 

The  Burmese  soon  got  the  range  more  exact  than  ever. 
Probably  guessing  that  some  of  the  troops  were  under  cover  of 
the  small  hill,  they  gave  less  elevation,  when  their  shot  fell  very 
near  us,  and  the  jinjals  continued  to  whistle  with  fearful  rapi- 
dity. An  intelligent  Bengal  officer,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
several  of  the  great  Punjab  battles,  declared  to  us  that  he  had 
not,  on  those  occasions,  '^ bobbed''  his  head  so  much  as  he  had 


"  Plain. 

t  Madras  ArtdUezy.     With  this  battery,  which  was  in  reserve,  the  writer 
^d  T.{ATii;eiiant  Bridge  remained.     Lientenant  Onslow  was  ooonpied  f^  th« 
.,  <a.n^inff  pfrnvo^  and  f^mmiinition. 
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done  to-day.     At  lengthy  the  range  of  one  of  the  enemy's  gnns 
entirely  differed  from  the  previous  practice;  which  led  us  to« 
believe  that  the  devoted  warrior^  who  had  shown  so  much  skill, 
was  no  more. 

Major  Montgomery's  battery  had,  no  donbt,  done  consider- 
able execution.^  It  may  have  laid  the  aforesaid  warrior  low. 
The  gallant  Major  himself  came  past  us  while  the  jinjals  were 
flying,  his  Lascar  orderly  following  him.  A  spent  ball  struck 
the  unfortunate  orderly  in  the  forehead,  when  he  immediately 
fell,  but  not  dead,  as  at  first  supposed. 

About  this  time,  our  Assistant-Surgeon,  Dr.  Smith,  was 
slightly  wounded.  A  tar  of  the  Naval  Brigade  was  also  struck 
^e  giving  aasistance  in  bringing  alon^^ heavy  gun,  and 
several  others,  European  and  native,  were  wounded  near  the 
spot  we  occupied.  The  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry  had  gal- 
lantly driven  back  a  body  of  Burmese  skirmishers  in  our  rear. 

At  about  10  A.M.,  the  heavy  howitzer  battery,  under  Major 
Back,  manned  by  the  Bengal  Artillery,  was,  after  great  labour, 
brought  into  position.f  We  were  delighted  to  hear  the  how- 
itzers sounding  forth  in  the  advance,  as  they  opened  fire 
against  the  great  stockade.  This  continued  about  one  hour 
and  a  half,  under  a  very  galling  and  well-directed  fire  from 


*  After  firing  a  few  ronndB,  the  oomxnandiDg  officer  left  those  pieces 
-^the  9-poTmder,  and  24 -pounder  howitzer — under  the  charge  of  2nd 
Lientenant  Lloyd,  who  kept  up  a  well-directed  and  spirited  fire  during  the 
whole  time  the  action  lasted.  The  Major  then  placed  the  other  three 
9-pomiders  of  his  battery  in  another  position,  about  a  qnarter  of  a  mile  to 
the  right  of  the  first  one.  Lieutenant  Taylor  and  2nd  Lieutenant  Blair  had 
each  of  them  charge  of  a  piece  in  this  position,  which  they  serred  with  precision 
and  effect.  With  reference  to  the  Burmese  gpuiners,  we  found,  in  some 
cases,  that  they  had  been  chained  to  the  guns. 

t  But  for  the  yaluable  assistance  of  Lieutenant  DorriUe,  of  Her  Majesty's 
■hip  "  Battler,"  with  a  party  of  one  hxmdred  and  twenty  seamen,  we  could 
scarcely  haye  got  the  heavy  howitzers  into  position,  and  to  them  also  we  are 
chiefly  indebted  for  disembarking  these  pieces  on  the  previous  day. — Major 
Back's  Beport. — The  two  howitzers  on  the  right  were  under  the  charge  of 
Captain  MaUoch,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery. 
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the  enemT's  guns  and  wall-pieces^  firom  whieli  our  troops  suf- 
fered considerably.  The  Artillery  operations  of  the  Wednesday 
were  under  the  direction  of  Major  Turton,  of  the  Bengal 
Army^  whose  accustomed  zeal  was  fully  displayed  throughout. 
Colonel  Foord  had  not  recovered  from  the  coup  de  soleil  in 
time  to  proceed  with  the  force;  nothing  could  have  disap- 
pointed him  more. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that^  just  before  the  heavy  guns  were 
dragged  into  position^  Major  Turton  told  Lieutenant  Ashe,  of 
the  Bengal  Artillery,  to  take  his  gun,  a  24-pounder  howitzer, 
to  the  left  of  the  heavy  battery,  to  dislodge  some  Burmese 
skirmishers  firom  the  bushes  in  front.  This  was  the  only 
Bengal  light  field-gun  engaged  that  day;  and  it  was  highly 
necessary,  as  those  determined  skirmishers  were  £EU»t  closing  in 
on  the  crowded  mass  of  our  troops,  who  with  great  difEicultjr 
kept  down  their  fire. 

At  about  half-past  11,  Captain  Latter,  the  Literpreter, 
proposed  to  the  General  an  attack  on  the  eastern  entrance  of 
the  great  pagoda;  it  was  his  opinion  that,  for  ten  of  our  troops 
now  being  killed  or  disabled,  we  would  lose  but  one  with  a 
storming-party ;  which  would  naturally  draw  oflF  the  enemy's 
attention,  and  excite  their  surprise.  This  sensible  advice  was 
by  no  means  disregarded. 

Eventually,  Captain  Latter  asked  General  Godwin's  per* 
mission  to  lead  the  storming-party.  The  gallant  General 
replied,  ''  With  the  greatest  pleasure,  my  dear  firiend !  '* 
This  reply  was  quite  characteristic  of  our  brave  and  courteous 
Commander. 

The  storming-party  was  formed  of  the  wing  of  H.  M.'8  80th, 

under  Major  Lockhart,   two   companies   of    the   18th  Boyal 

Irish,  under  Lieutenant  Hewitt,   and   two  companies  of  the 

40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant  White;  the 

\nU   'commanded  by  Colonel  Coote,  of  the  18th  Boyal  Irish 

^,...wi>     iattpr  \eading.    From  the  elevated  position — on  which 


■»•-;>«.*  *• 
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crossed  before  reaching  the  eastern  entrance ;  the  distance 
might  be  about  eight  hundred  yards.  The  hill  on  which  the 
great  temple  stands  is  divided  into  three  terraces,  each  de- 
fended by  a  brick  and  mud  rampart.*  There  are  four  flights 
of  steps  up  the  centre  of  each  terrace,  three  of  which  are 
covered  over ;  the  east,  south,  and  west.  On  went  our  gallant 
troops,  crossing  over  to  the  pagoda  in  the  most  steady  manner, 
under  a  heavy  and  galling  fire  from  the  enemy  on  the  walls. 
At  length  they  reached  the  desired  gate,  which  was  immediately 
pushed  open.  Captain  Latter  had  beheld  Lieutenant  and 
Adjutant  Doran,  of  H.  M.'s  18th  Boyal  Irish,  rather  in  advance 
of  his  proper  position :  on  being  spoken  to,  we  believe  he  said 
that  his  regiment  was  in  rear.  Now,  a  grand  rush  was  made 
up  the  long  flight  of  steps  they  had  discovered.  The  storming- 
party,  however,  suffered  from  the  shower  of  balls  and  bullets 
which  immediately  came  down  upon  them  with  dreadful  efiect ; 
but  nothing  could  ever  check  the  determined  rush  of  British 
Infantry !  Near  the  foot  of  the  steps  fell  Lieutenant  Doran, 
mortally  wounded;  and  by  his  side  fell  also  two  men  of  his 
regiment.  The  young  hero  lay  pierced  by  four  balls.  Colonel 
Coote  was  also  wounded.  But  our  troops  nobly  gained  the 
upper  terrace.  A  deafening  cheer  rent  the  air !  The  Burmese 
defenders  fled  in  all  directions  before  the  British  bayonet. 
The  Shw6  Dagon,  or  say,  "  Dagon  the  Great,^'  had  fallen  for 
the  second  time  into  our  hands !  The  blow  had  been  struck ; 
the  first  grand  act  of  the  drama  was  over  I 

"  On  the  14th,"  wrote  the  Armenian,  "there  were  but  a  few 
thousand  Shwaydown  and  Fadoung  men,  say  about  five  thou- 
sand in  all,  that  kept  to  their  post  on  the  pagoda,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  the  Governor.    They  held  out  until 


*  Their  heavy  guns  were  on  the  upper  terrace ;  their  light  ones  on  the 
second  and  third.  The  rampart  of  the  upper  terrace,  being  mostly  of  bricks 
and  mortar,  is  of  a  superior  description. 
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noon^  when  the  Goyemor^  in  despair,  gave  orders  to  retreat, 
himself  setting  the  example  of  flight.  His  men^  distinguished 
hy  their  gilt  hats,  remained  to  the  last.  They  stood  the  first  onset 
of  the  British,  and  then  fled  to  the  west  '* ;  that  is,  towards 
Kemmendine.  '^Had  there  been  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  or  a 
division  of  troops,  at  the  north-west,  the  Grovemor  could  not 
have  escaped.  He  had  a  few  days  previously  despatched  his 
plunder  to  his  country,  Shwaydown,  in  charge  of  one  of  his 
trusty  relatives.  Thus  dispersed  the  grand  army  of  Rangoon, 
computed  at  about  twenty  thousand  strong  at  the  beginning, 
some  of  whom  did  not  even  exchange  a  shot  with  the  English, 
and  many  were  driven  away  by  the  rockets  and  shells.*' 

The  reserved  force  moved  on.  A  loud  cheer  from  the 
advance  made  us  long  to  get  near  the  heavy  guns.  There  was 
enough  in  that  hearty  cheer  to  tell  that  Rangoon  was  entirely 
in  the  British  possession.  Having  proceeded  a  short  distance, 
the  battery  halted  in  rather  dense  jungle.  There,  among  other 
sights,  we  beheld  three  of  the  4fOth  Bengal  Native  Infantry 
lying  dead  on  a  bank — all  three,  as  well  as  a  bullock,  having 
been  struck  down  with  a  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's  18- 
pounders.  Ascending  a  little,  we  found  the  four  8-inch  guns 
in  position* ;  and  a  good  view  of  the  piece  of  country  at  the 
base  of  the  Shw6  Dagon  was  presented,  to  all  appearance  jungly 
and  confined.  We  were  now  informed  that  the  General  and 
his  Staff"  had  entered  the  Pagoda. 

After  our  Europeans  had  refreshed  themselves  with  a  little 
tea — and  nothing  is  more  refreshing  on  the  field — ^the  Artillery f 


•  Lientenant  and  Adjutant  Voyle,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  in  addition  to 

commanding  a  howitzer,  had  cut  and  set  many  of  the  fuzes  for  these  guns, 

•"hich  had  now  done  their  duty.     Brigade-Major  Scott,  Madras  Artillery,  was 

,.^served  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  encourage  the  gunners  as  they 

^  ^rked  under  a  heavy  fire.      Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Harrison,   Madras 

riii^ny^  ig  Ukewiso  reported  by  Major  Back  as  most  a/^^-^'vp  >  pointinfi:  and 

Audinp  one  ©f  *He  8-inch  howitzers. 

,      h'     if^lr  lenjr*^  "Vftfitre  iTifftntr^ 
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crossed  before  reaching  the  eastern  entrance ;  the  distance 
might  be  about  eight  hundred  yards.  The  hill  on  which  the 
great  temple  stands  is  divided  into  three  terraces^  each  de- 
fended by  a  brick  and  mad  rampart.*  There  are  four  flights 
of  steps  up  the  centre  of  each  terrace,  three  of  which  are 
covered  over;  the  east,  south,  and  west.  On  went  our  gallant 
troops,  crossing  over  to  the  pagoda  in  the  most  steady  manner, 
under  a  heavy  and  galling  fire  from  the  enemy  on  the  walls. 
At  length  they  reached  the  desired  gate,  which  was  immediately 
pushed  open.  Captain  Latter  had  beheld  Lieutenant  and 
Adjutant  Doran,  of  H.  M.'s  18th  Boyal  Irish,  rather  in  advance 
of  his  proper  position :  on  being  spoken  to,  we  believe  he  said 
that  his  regiment  was  in  rear.  Now,  a  grand  rush  was  made 
up  the  long  flight  of  steps  they  had  discovered.  The  storming- 
party,  however,  suffered  from  the  shower  of  balls  and  bullets 
which  immediately  came  down  upon  them  with  dreadful  efiect ; 
but  nothing  could  ever  check  the  determined  rush  of  British 
Infantry !  Near  the  foot  of  the  steps  fell  Lieutenant  Doran, 
mortally  wounded;  and  by  his  side  fell  also  two  men  of  his 
regiment.  The  young  hero  lay  pierced  by  four  balls.  Colonel 
Coote  was  also  wounded.  But  our  troops  nobly  gained  the 
upper  terrace.  A  deafening  cheer  rent  the  air  !  The  Burmese 
defenders  fled  in  all  directions  before  the  British  bayonet. 
The  Shw6  Dagon,  or  say,  "  Dagon  the  Great,''  had  fallen  for 
the  second  time  into  our  hands  I  The  blow  had  been  struck ; 
the  first  grand  act  of  the  drama  was  over  I 

"On  the  14th,"  wrote  the  Armenian,  "there  were  but  a  few 
thousand  Shwaydown  and  Padoung  men,  say  about  five  thou- 
sand in  all,  that  kept  to  their  post  on  the  pagoda,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  the  Governor.    They  held  out  until 


*  Their  heayy  guns  were  on  the  upper  terrace ;  their  light  ones  on  the 
second  and  third.  The  rampart  of  the  upper  terrace,  being  moetlj  of  bricks 
and  mortar,  is  of  a  superior  description. 


now,  whfn  the  Governor,  in  despair,  gave  orders  to  retreat^] 
hi'inwlf  xrttin^;  tbc  example  oE  flight.  His  men,  distiDgnisbed 
hr  Ihoir  ifilt  huts,  remained  to  the  last.  They  stood  the  first  onset 
I^f  ihe  British,  and  then  fled  to  the  west " ;  that  is,  towards 
Kfiiimc ndinc.  "  Had  there  been  a  brigade  of  coTalry,  or  a 
ili\inion  of  troops,  at  the  north-west,  the  Governor  coidd  not 
liflvr  mcftpcd.  He  had  a  few  days  previously  despatched  his 
HhiniliT  to  his  country,  Shwaydown,  in  charge  of  one  of  liis 
I  runty  n^lotives.  Thus  dispersed  the  grand  army  of  Rangoon, 
I'ltinputcd  at  about  twenty  thousand  strong  at  the  beginning, 
Nome  of  wliom  did  not  even  exchange  a  shot  with  the  English, 
and  many  were  driven  away  by  the  rockets  and  shells," 

Th«  reserved  force  moved  on.  A  loud  cheer  from  the 
advance  made  ns  long  to  get  near  the  heavy  guns.  There  waa 
ninufih  in  that  hearty  cheer  to  tel!  that  Rangoon  was  entirely 
ill  the  British  possession.  Having  proceeded  a  short  distance, 
the  battery  hailed  in  rather  dense  jungle.  There,  among  other 
flights,  we  beheld  tbi-ec  of  the  40th  Bengal  Native  Izifantry 
lying  dead  on  a  bank — all  three,  as  well  as  a  bullock,  having 
hccn  struck  down  with  a  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's  18- 
pounders.  Ascending  a  little,  we  found  the  four  8-inch  guns 
in  position*  ;  and  a  good  view  of  the  piece  of  country  at  the 
base  of  the  Shw4  Dagon  was  presented,  to  all  appearance  jungly 
and  confined.  We  were  now  informed  that  the  General  and 
his  Stafl*  had  entered  the  Pagoda. 

After  our  Europeans  had  refreshed  themselves  with  a  little 
tea — and  nothing  is  more  refi-eshing  on  the  field — the  ArtiUeryf 


•  LieaUnAot  mad  Adjutant  Ti^l^  of  the  Bengal  Aitillaij,  id  kdditfcm  ta 
ctmUDUidiuK  ■  howtuer,  had  out  and  Mt  many  ot  the  ban  tar  these  guns, 
wbich  had  DOW  done  their  datj.  Brigide-Hajor  Scott,  Madi»»  Artillery,  waa 
obaerred  doia^  evtrjibiDg  id  Mb  pawor  to  eoconnge  the  gonDen  m  thoj 
worfced  under  a  hesTir  fire.  Lieateouit  and  Adjutant  Qamson,  HadtB« 
Artillerj,  is  likewiM  teportod  b;  Uajor  Biick  a«  most  active  in  pointing  and 
ootnmanding  one  of  the  S-incli  bow{t>era. 

t  Corejed  hj  the  40Ui  Bengal  Natire  InfanUy. 
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were  ordered  to  proceed  in  a  southerly  direction^  and  take  up 
quarters  where  they  best  could  till  the  morrow.  These  were 
on  the  cold  ground,  as  on  the  two  previous  nights.  To  get 
thither,  we  had  a  short  march  through  the  jungle ;  and  while 
passing  along,  we  frequently  came  across  a  Burmese  soldier  who 
lay  dead,  with  a  look  of  determination,  and  a  smile  of  apparent 
contempt  on  his  countenance.  Curious  enough,  many  of  them 
had  adopted  a  sort  of  red  jacket  as  a  portion  of  their  costume ; 
this  had  been  frequently  a  source  of  confusion  to  our  troops^ 
who  could  with  difficulty  distinguish  them  from  our  own  skir- 
mishers. The  Burmese  muskets  were  old  flint  ones  from 
England,  *'  condemned,^'  the  excuse  for  their  being  sold  to  our 
enemies;  and  with  the  dh£ — a  sharp,  square-pointed  sword 
with  a  long  wooden  handle — and  with  other  weapons,  such  as 
a  British  bayonet  stuck  on  the  handle  of  a  spear,  the  Burmese 
Infantry  equipments  were  found  to  be  tolerably  complete.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  enemy's  musket-ball  was  found  to 
be  considerably  smaller  than  ours,  composed  of  iron  as  well  as 
lead,  not  cast  in  a  mould,  but  rough  and  varying  in  size. 

Towards  the  south  side  of  the  pagoda  we  passed  a  Poonghi 
house  in  ruins.  Gautamas  of  huge  size  gazed  upon  the  stranger 
with  beneficent  countenance,  as  if  they  were  giving  him  a 
hearty  welcome  to  the  new  land.  A  huge  tree,  lying  across  the 
road,  was  speedily  cut  asunder,  to  make  way  for  the  light  field- 
guns  ;  after  a  short  period  a  portion  of  the  heavy  battery 
arrived.  When  the  guns  were  all  in  position,  preparations  were 
made  for  the  night's  bivouac.  Beside  our  halting-place  we 
found  a  fine  tank  and  well.  Many  had  never  before  enjoyed  a 
bathe  or  a  wash  so  much  as  they  did  upon  this  occasion. 
After  a  comfortable  night's  rest  in  the  open  air,  in  the  morning 
we  moved  into  a  Poongi  house  for  breakfast. 

Some  necessary  stores  for  hot-weather  campaigning  had 
found  their  way  to  us  through  the  faithftd  followers,  who, 
since  the  capture  of  the  Great  Pagoda,  had  been  streaming 
forth  to  the  camp  j  some  of  them,  during  the  early  part  of  the 

9  • 
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day^  having  nearly  fainted  from  fear,  while  performing  their 
philanthropic  duties,  as  the  enemy's  hullets  flew  about  rather 
too  near  to  be  agreeable.  Where  we  now  were  stood  various 
ruins  of  the  new  town.  The  remainder  of  the  force  passed  the 
night  in  the  covered  entrances  and  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
pagoda.  By  the  route  we  had  come,  it  was  expected  there 
would  be  no  very  'great  difficulty  in  placing  our  guns  on  the 
ramparts  for  the  defence  of  Gautama's  Temple. 

Notwithstanding  what  has  been  already  said  in  the  first  part 
of  this  Abstract ;  a  few  particulars  by  another  valuable  autho- 
rity— no  less  than  Sir  Henry  Havelock,  the  future  hero  of 
Lucknow — regarding  the  occupation  of  Rangoon  by  the  British 
in  the  first  Burmese  war^  may  be  interesting  at  this  stage  of 
our  narrative. 

The  Court  of  Ava  had  never  dreamed  of  the  sudden  blow 
about  to  be  aimed  against  the  southern  provinces,  and  maritime 
commercial  capital  of  the  Burmese  Empire.  At  this  time,* 
there  was  no  actual  Governor  {Myo-woon)  in  Rangoon.  A 
subordinate  officer,  styled  Rewoon,  exercised  the  chief  authority 
in  the  town. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  a  large  fleet  of 
ships  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rangoon  river — ships  of  unusual 
size  and  belonging  to  the  British — "  this  unfortunate  barbarian 
became  almost  beside  himself  with  wonder,  consternation,  and 
rage."  His  first  order  ran  thus — ^'English  ships  have  brought 
foreign  soldiers  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  They  are  my 
prisoners;  cut  me  some  thousands  of  spans  of  rope  to  bind 
them.'' 

He  next  ordered  the  seizure  of  all  the  English  residents  in  Ran- 
goon. The  order  extending  to  all  those  ^'  who  wore  the  English 
hat/'  American  missionaries,  American  merchants,  and  other 
foreign  adventurers,  were  confined  in  the  same  building  with 


•  May,  1824. 
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five  British  merchants^  a  ship-builder,  and  two  pilots.  They 
were  immediately  loaded  with  fetters,  and  otherwise  cruelly 
treated. 

At  length  the  fleet  came  in  sight  of  a  '^  considerable  Asiatic 
town.''  This  seemed  to  be  encircled  by  a  rampart  of  solid 
timber  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  height,  pierced  with  em- 
brasures. Boats  of  various  sizes  and  shapes  lay  moored  along 
the  banks  of  the  river;  on  these  were  constructed  wharfs, 
jetties,  and  landing-places.  Clumps  of  light  green  forest  oc- 
cupied the  plains  around. 

They  were  everywhere  decorated  with  the  gilded  spires  of 
pagodas.  Above  them  all,  on  a  height  at  some  distance,  was 
seen  the  grand  monument,  which  had  first  attracted  remark. 
But  attention  was  now  fixed  by  the  defences  of  the  town.  A 
Burman  stockade  had  been  the  theme  of  wonder  and  curiosity 
for  weeks  and  months  at  either  Presidency.  It  was  to  try  its 
mettle  against  this  redoubted  species  of  work  that  the  army 
had  sailed.  Hence,  as  each  ship  neared  the  town,  the  first 
glance  towards  the  embrasures  produced  a  murmur  of  deep  in- 
terest amongst  the  troops.  ^^  There  it  is,  at  last ;  the  stockade, 
the  stockade  of  Rangoon  I ''  * 

The  enemy  heard  the  roar  of  that  cannonade  which  covered 
the  landing  of  the  troops.  The  streets  were  swept  with  cannon- 
shot  from  the  fleet.  The  Bewoon  abandoned  himself  to  his 
fears.  ''  He  mounted  a  horse,  and  hurried  through  the  south- 
eastern gate  into  the  country,  followed  in  confused  flight  by 
the  armed  rabble  he  had  collected.''  Terror  reigned  in  the 
town.  "  Burman,  Peguer,  Portuguese,  Parsee,  Moguls,  and 
Chinese,  male  and  female,  young  and  old,  foUowed  by  the 
rushing  sound  of  eighteen  and  thirty-two  pounder  shot,  fled 
like  frightened  deer  to  the  neighbouring  forests."  f     When  the 


•  Hayelook'B  "  Gampoigna  in  Ava,"  p.  28, 
t  Ibid^  page  88. 
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troops  were  fairly  landed^  several  of  the  unhappy  prisoners 
were  released.  The  reason  of  four  of  them  had  given  way. 
Major  Sale^  afterwards  the  hero  of  Jellalabad^  found  Mrs. 
Judton,  of  missionary  celebrity^  tied  to  a  tree^  and  immediately 
released  her. 

The  troops  took  possession  of  a  town  scarcely  tenanted  by 
a  living  being.  With  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  troops 
in  Rangoon  during  the  first  war^  we  read  that  the  Brigade  from 
Bengal  had  its  right  supported  in  the  direction  of  the  town^ 
and  its  left  on  the  great  temple.  The  troops  fr^m  Madras 
rested  their  right  on  '^  Sho6-da-gong-praw ''  (Shwe  Dagon)^  and 
their  left  on  the  town.*  Their  houses  were  wooden  dwellings 
of  the  priests^  convents  or  monasteries^  the  abodes  of  pilgrims^ 
under  the  arched  recesses  of  shrines^  and  in  the  square 
chambers  of  temples.  All  of  these  abounded  in  either  road. 
The  army  in  1852  found  little  or  no  difference  in  this  respect. 

And  now  let  us  return  to  our  second  visit  to  Rangoon  and 
the  Shw6  Dagon  Pagoda.  With  regard  to  the  Burmese  troops  at 
first  opposed  to  us,  the  "  Armenian''  of  1852  gave  the  following 
information:  — These  had  commenced  pouring  down  upon  Ran- 
goon from  different  towns  and  villages  since  the  seizure  of  the 
King  of  Ava's  ship,  **  Helen/'  the  golden  apple ;  and  a  large 
army  arrived  from  Amarapura  itself.  They  were  all  in  high 
spirits,  and  were  employed  in  erecting  the  stockade  round  the 
mud  wall  or  fort,  which  they  finished  in  the  short  space  of 
two  months.  They  even  fortified  the  king's  old  wharf,  the  roof 
of  which  was  constructed  like  a  vat  about  two  feet  deep,  and 
filled  with  water  to  extinguish  the  shells  and  rockets  that 
might  fall  on  it.  But  their  magazine,  in  large  jars,  ranged  in 
rows  on  each  side,  having,  as  before  stated,  caught  fire  on  the 
11th,  blew  this  one  of  their  seven  wonders  into  the  air,  at  the 


••1IA0  ^v<.»«    •i(iOUOiA<^    bv  *^  fol****    ^th    a    ooinftT»T>ftTip  v..^^. 
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same  time  killing  many  men  on  duty.  Before  the  works  had 
been  completed^  a  portion  of  the  Burmese  army  became  dispi- 
rited by  over-fatigue  and  disease.  "  Many  determined  not  to 
fight  the  English^  and  they  stuck  to  their  determination. 
Shwe-Pee  Hman-Geen,  or  the  Mirror  of  the  Golden  Country, 
a  body  of  Royal  Guards  stationed  at  the  south  and  west, 
were  the  first  to  set  the  example  on  the  first  day  of  the 
fight.'' 

Some  curious  Burmese  plans  were  discovered  in  a  magazine 
by  our  excellent  Commissary  of  Ordnance,  Captain  Robertson, 
of  the  Bengal  Artillery.  Some  square  feet  of  a  compressed 
black  substance,  as  usual  in  this  country,  took  the  place  of 
cloth  or  drawing-paper,  and  the  drawing  was  produced  by 
means  of  a  sort  of  hard  chalk  and  a  ruler.  This  we  believe  to 
be  the  common  mode  of  planning  in  Burma.  One  of  the  plans 
in  question  minutely  exhibited  the  stockade,  also  gave  in  Bur- 
mese the  strength  of  each  detachment,  with  its  designation,  told 
off  for  its  defence.  We  saw  a  translation  of  the  writing,  firom 
which  it  would  appear  the  Burmese  think  there  is  much  in  a 
name. 

The  following  were  among  the  detachments  which  composed 
the  Burmese  garrison  of  Rangoon*  : — 

MEN. 

The  Dennobhew  (Donabew)  City  Contingent     .  500 

The  Golden  Palm  Royal  Boat's  crew          .         .  500 

The  Kanaung  City  Contingent ....  600 

ThePadoung 800 

The  Great  Hill               Royal  Boafs  Crew         .  130 

The  Water  Fowl                          „              .         .  119 

The  Golden  Parrot                      „              .         .  65 

The  Rethey  Braminy  Goose        „              .         .  76 


*  For  the  complete  list,  see  "  Bangoon  i  a  Narrative,"  p.  101« 
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And  so  on,  with  the  White  House  Piequet  and  village  of 
Puzendoun  (2,500),  making  a  total  of  nearly  10,000  men  in 
33  detachments. 

Each  man  with  two  baskets  of  rice  and  a  piece  of  silver. 

The  names  of  the  gates  were  also  remarkable : — 

GATES.  GATES. 

1.  North  Gate.  8.  Banyan  Tree  Gate. 

2.  Shw^  Gyeen  Gate.  9.  Smith's  Gate.* 

3.  Red  Earth  Gate.  10.  Sacred  Hair  Gate. 

4.  Sacred  Tray  Gate.  11.  Little  Lake  Gate. 

5.  Shw6  Doung  Gate.  12.  Twisted  Umbrella  Gate. 

6.  Tree  Gate.  13.  Stone  Gate. 

7.  Tree  Gate. 

The  enemy  had,  in  the  opinion  of  the  General,  "  settled '' 
that  the  British  should  attack  the  town  by  the  old  road  from 
the  river  to  the  pagoda,  leading  to  the  south  gate,  and  running 
through  the  town,  "  where  they  had  made  every  preparation  to 
receive  us,  hanng  armed  the  defences  with  nearly  a  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  and  jinjals,  and  with  a  garrison  of  at  least  ten 
thousand  men.  The  attempt  to  assault  on  this  side  would,  I 
am  convinced,  from  the  steady  way  the  Burmese  defend  their 
works,  have  cost  us  half  our  force.^^ 

Our  casualties  in  the  land  force  were  at  first  reported  to  be 
nearly  two  hundred.  They  were  afterwards  set  down  at  three 
officers  killed  in  action,  and  two  by  coup  de  soleil.  Out  of 
fourteen  officers  wounded,  one.  Captain  Blundell,  died.  The 
total  number  of  killed  was  reckoned  at  seventeen,  and  wounded 
at  one  himdred  and  thirty-two.  The  casualties  in  the  fleet  were 
about  seventeen,  out  of  which  one  of  the  "  Fox^s ''  men  was 


*  ^uth  Qate* 
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accidentally  drowned,  and  another  of  the  "  Tenasserim  *'  was 
''  blown  away  from  an  after  pivot  gun/' 

An  indefatigable  chronicler  of  the  12th  of  April  wrote : — 
*'  14/A,  Wednesday. — Our  troops  attacked  the  enemy  at  the 
Dagon  pagoda ;  the  contest  was  severe  and  bloody ;  several  of 
our  men  were  so  badly  wounded,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
amputate  their  limbs  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  enemy  fell  in 
heaps,  and  we  are  in  possession  of  Rangoon.  .  .  .  The  Burmese 
fought  like  furies ;  the  poor  fellows  had  no  alternative :  their 
wives  and  chUdren  being  held  in  security  by  their  king  for  the 
fulfilment  of  their  duty  as  fighting  men.'' 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of 
the  enemy  who  fell  at  the  capture  of  the  pagoda,  or  during 
the  previous  operations.  Say,  out  of  18,000  who  were  at  first 
prepared  to  meet  us,  and  20,000  is  the  number  generally  sup- 
posed, only  two  hundred  bodies  were  discovered,  it  does  not 
follow  that  only  that  number  fell. 

It  is  the  Burmese  custom  on  the  field  to  carry  away,  if  pos- 
sible, the  dead  and  wounded.  This  is  considered  a  sacred  duty, 
and  it  is  performed  with  every  alacrity.  A  bamboo  is  quickly 
passed  through  the  cloth  encircling  the  loins,  and  the  dead  man 
is  carried  off.  Should  he  be  only  wounded,  more  care  and 
ceremony  are  used  to  take  the  sufferer  to  some  place  of 
refuge. — Our  force  consisted  of  European  troops,  2,727,  and 
Native,  3,040  =  5,767.  According  to  one  authority,  the  entire 
force  engaged  in  this  expedition  consisted  of  8,037  men  of  all 
arms ;  that  is,  reckoning,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  for  five 
Queen's  ships,*  808;  six  steamers  of  the  Indian  Navy,  962; 
seven  Bengal  Government  steamers,  and  one  gun-boat,  510. 
Some  of  these  vessels,  and  a  portion  of  the  land  force,  did 
not  come  into  action. 


*  Including  three  steamers.    To  the  force  were  attached  fourteen  trans* 
ports* 
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Bbtubn  of   Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing,  at  the  attack  and  storming  of 
Rangoon  on  the  Ilth,  12th,  and  Uth  April  1862. 


Corps  or  DepMtment. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Personal  Rtaff   .    .    . 
(General  Staff     .     .     . 
Madras  Engineers  .    . 

Madras  Sappers     .     . 

ASTILLBBT. 

Bengal  Contingent 
Madras      ditto.      .    . 

Infantbt. 

l$t  or  Bengal  Brigade, 

H.    M/s     I8th    Bojal 
Irish. 

H.  M.  80th  Foot  (one 
wing). 

40th  Begt.  N.  I.      .     . 

2nd  or  Madras  Brigade, 

H.  M.*B  6l8t  Regt.»  of 
Foot. 

9th  Begt.  Mad.  N.  I.    . 
d5th  Begt  Mad.  N.  I. 

Three  rank  and  file     . 

One  N.  G.  officer    .    . 
ditto. 

One  officer,  one  sergt., 
and    two    rank  and 
file. 

One  N.  0.  officer     .    . 

One  tmmpeter,  three 
rank  and  file. 

One  officer,  one  rank 
and  file. 

One  rank  and  file    .    . 

One  officer. 
One  officer. 
Three  officers,  one  N.  0. 

officer. 
Two  officers,  one  sergt., 

eight  rank  and  file. 

Six  N.  C.  officers. 

One  N.   C.  officer,    one 

Lascar,  three  Sjce  dri- 

▼ers. 

Three  officers,  one  N.  0. 
officer,  one  tmmpeter, 
thirtj-scTen  rank  and 
file. 

One  officer,  three  N.  C. 
officers,  one  trompeter, 
twentj-one  rank  and 
file. 

Eleven  rank  and  file. 

One  officer,  three  N.  0. 

officers,  thirteen  rank 

and  file. 
'  One  officer. 
One  officer,   one    N.    0. 

officer,  fiye  rank  and 

file. 

*  We  were  pleased  to  observe,  while  in  England  in  1862,  a  handsome  morni* 
ment  erected  in  the  noble  old  York  Cathedral  to  the  memory  of  the  Slst 
officers  and  men  who  died  or  were  killed  dnring  the  Bormese  war.  In  the 
middle  of  1864  the  news  reached  ns  in  Bnrma  that  Capt.  Glover,  of  the  61st  L.  L, 
had  been  killed  in  New  Zealand,  with  his  gallant  Colonel  (Booth)  and  other 
officers.    Captain  Glover  (then  Lieutenant)  served  at  the  capture  of  Bangoon* 
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Officers  and  Meii. 

Killed. 

.  Wounded. 

Missing. 

Enropean  officers 

Native  officers 

Warrant    and    Non-commissioned    officers, 

rank  and  file,  &o 

Lascars,  Byce  driyers,  Sjces,  &o. 

Total 

2 

0 

15 
0 

14 
0 

114 
4 

0 
0 

0 
0 

17 

182 

0 

Grand  total  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing — 149. 

(Signed)  H.  Godwin,  Lieutenant -General, 

Comanding  the  Forces  in  Ava, 

Arakan,  and  Tenasserim. 
W.  Mathew,  Captain, 

Assistant    Adjntant-Gtoneral    of 
the  Forces. 

Officers  Killed  and  Wounded. 


1 

M 

1 
1 

1 

Corps  or 
Department. 

Killed. 

Wonnded. 

• 

1 

• 

o 
0 

H.  M.  18  It.  I. 

Lt.   R.  Doran, 

14  April. 

1 

0 

H.  M.  61  Foot 

Ensign  A.   N. 
Armstrong, 
11  April. 

0 

Personal  Staff 

Lientenant  W.  J.  Chads  (slightlj). 

0 

General  Staff 

Captain  G.  Allan  (severely). 

0 

£ng.  Depart. 

2nd  Lientenant    E.    C.  S.    WilUams 
(slightly). 

0 

ditto 

2nd  Lientenant  L.    Donaldson   (mor- 
tally), 12  April. 

0 

ditto 

2nd  Lient.  W.  S.  Trevor  (severely). 

0 

Madras  Sapp. 
and  Miners 

Captain  J.  W.  RundaU  (slightly). 

0 

ditto 

Lientenant  B.  Ford  (slightly). 
Lient.-Col.  C.  J.  Coote  (severely). 

0 

H.  M.  18  xl.  1. 

0 

ditto 

Captain  W.  T.  Bruce  (slightly). 

0 

ditto 

Lieutenant  G.  H.  Elliott  (slightly). 

0 

H.  M.  80  Foot 

Lieutenant  J.  L.  W.  Nunn  (slightly). 

10 

H.  M.  51  Foot 

Captain  W.  Blundell  (dangerously). 

0 

9th  Mad.  N.  I. 

Ensign  G.  F.  C.  B.  Hawkes  (slightly). 

0 

35th  ditto 

Lieutenant    W.   C.   P.  Haines  (dan- 
gerously). 

0 

1 

1 

Commissioner 
Tenasserim     . 

1 

1 

Provinces 

Lieutenant-Col.  A  Bogle  (severely). 
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List  of  Obdnanck  Captured  at  the  Whitk  House  Stockadx,  on  the  12th9 

and  at  Rangoon  on  the  14th  April  1862. 


1 

Description  of  Ordnance. 

Iron  Gnnfl                S-pdrs. 

2 
2 

r  Gaptnred  at  the  "  White 
}      Honse  "  Stockade,  on 

iirass    II                  9    II 

(     the  12th  April  1852. 

Iron      ,,                 18    „ 

9 

■N 

„     Carronades*  18    „ 

8 

II         II                 12    ti 

2 

„    Gnns                 9     „ 

6 

II         II                   6    1, 

8 

„    Carronades       6    „ 

1 

,,     Gnns                 8    ,, 

11 

The  whole  of  these  are 

II         II                   *■  II 

7 

"     mounted  on  carriages. 

II         II                   2     „ 

2 

II             II                            ^¥    II 

11 

Brass    ,|                  ^    n 

5 

II         II                   ^11 

8 

II         II                   8    „ 

18 

II         II                   2|  „ 

8 

II         II                    If  II             « 

Total 

•               •               • 

9 

J 

92 

Iron  Jinjals  or  Wall  Pieces,  on 

I  Wooden 

Garriaflres ,. 

82 

^^  wHh  A  AW^%  ^^  iV                  •                •••••fcwvw 

(Signed)  H.  S.  Foobd,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Shw6  Dagon  Pagoda,  Commanding  Artillery  serving  in  Burma. 

Rangoon,  15th  April  1852. 


*  Regarding  carronades,  we  gained  the  following  information  while  in  Europe 
in  1862,  having  also  visited  the  country  of  their  Royal  inventor : — "  I  caused  a 
light  g^n,  a  12-pounder  "  (writes  the  far-famed  Patrick  Miller,  of  Dalswinton) 
"  to  be  cast  at  Carron.*'  Eventually,  "  I  caused  a  privateer  to  be  fitted  out  at 
Liverpool,  under  the  direction  of  a  relative,  who  was  a  merchant  there.  She 
was  a  ship  of  two  hundred  tons  burden,  and  carried  sixteen  light  18-pounder 
guns,  which,  from  being  cast  at  Carron,  I  directed  to  be  named  Casbonadbs, 
— and  these  were  the  first  carronades  put  aboard  a  ship.  This  ship  I  named 
the  *■  Spitfire.'  Gustavus  Adolphus  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  inventor  of 
the  carronades.  Having  always  thought  so,  I  directed  the  following  insorip* 
tion  to  be  engraved  upon  a  brass  32-pounder  carronade  : — 

*  Quantum  momenti  sit  in  levibus  tormentis,  monstravit 
Gustavus  magnus  qui  coriaoeis  usus  est.'  " 
A  pamphlet  exists,  printed  by  Miller  in  1779,  giving  a  full  account  of  the 
>iL«n>/»ia^o,  ir>'\ch  he  would  appear  to  have  invented  ten  years  before. 
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CHAPTER   V. 

CAPTTJBB    OP   BASSEIN. — ^BUBMBSB  ATTACK   ON   MAETABAN. 

The  capture  of  Bassein^  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  of  May, 
brought  about  by  an  attack,  ably  planned,  well  timed,  and 
bravely  executed,  formed  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements 
recorded  in  this  narrative*  Bassein,  it  appears,  was  once  a 
valuable  port,  under  the  Portuguese  power;  and  this  position 
was  declared  by  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  to  be  the  key  of  the 
Burmese  Empire.  In  the  last  war  the  gallant  Sale  occupied 
Bassein,  with  a  considerable  force ;  but  neither  the  force  nor 
the  station  rendered  much  service  to  the  army.  This,  of  course^ 
was  occasioned  by  circumstances  over  which  the  British  com- 
mander had  no  control;  for  Bassein  really  is  an  important 
position.  With  Prome  and  Donabew  it  forms  a  right-angled 
triangle,  of  which  Prome  and  Bassein  constitute  the  hypothe- 
nuse.  It  may  be  some  eighty-five  or  ninety  miles  nearly 
direct   west  from  Rangoon.     Its  chief   advantage  consists  in 


•  See  "  Bangoon,"  Appendix  No.  Vm.  p.  270. 
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commanding  one  of  tlie  three  great  navigable  branches  of  the 
Irawady. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  General  Grodwin  proceeded  with  a  de- 
tachment of  800  men,  some  400  European  and  300  Native 
Infantry,  60  Sappers,  and  a  party  of  Marines,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Bassein.  To  reach  this  port  they  were  forced  to  make 
for  Negrais's  island,  and  ascend  the  Bassein  river — ''  the  Ran- 
goon river  not  being  yet  quite  navigable  upwards  by  the 
steamers  '^ ;  or  rather,  being  navigable  for  boats  only,  by  the  way 
of  Bassein  Creek.  The  squadron  consisted  of  the  ''  Sesostris,'' 
the  '^  Moozuffer,''  the  "  Tenasserim,''  and  the  little  steamer 
'^  Pluto,^'  all  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Lambert. 

Bassein,  about  sixty  miles  above  Negrais,  was  reached 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th.  The  ^^  Pluto,''  in  advance, 
had  intercepted  a  boat,  filled  with  Burmese,  on  its  way  to  give 
warning  of  our  approach.  Nothing  could  be  got  out  of  the  crew 
save — "  that  it  did  not  much  matter  whether  news  reached  the 
Governor  of  Bassein  or  not,  that  a  force  was  coming  up  against 
him,  as  everything  was  in  a  perfect  state  of  readiness  up  there 
to  blow  us  out  of  the  water.'' 

A  good  authority  wrote  : — ''  By  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  19th  of  May  the  steamers  were  ranged  opposite  the  forti- 
fications of  Bassein,  having  accomplished  a  voyage  of  sixty 
miles,  without  a  pilot,  up  an  unknown  river,  lined  with  stock- 
ades, without  an  accident,  and  without  a  shot  having  been  fired. 
The  Governor-General,  in  his  Notification,  thanking  General 
Godwin  and  his  force  for  their  achievements,  alludes  to  this 
circumstance  as  heightening  in  no  small  degree  the  difficulty, 
and  therefore  the  credit  of  the  exploit."  We  agree  with  the 
writer  in  considering  that,  in  the  capture  of  Bassein,  General 
Godwin  displayed  some  of  the  best  qualities  of  an  English 
jeneral. 

Thpre  is  discrimination  in  the  following  remarks  by  annth*»i» 


•  Tm. 


OAPTUEB   OF   BASSEIN.  148 

losses  proceeding  from  rash  or  ill-digested  movemeDts.  The 
work  marked  out  could  hardly  have  been  executed  with 
greater  despatch ;  nor  could  the  resistance  of  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted,  confident  and  determined,  have  been  subdued 
and  overcome  with  less  loss.  It  is  pleasing  to  have  to  record  a 
success,  alloyed  by  no  imprudence,  unaccompanied  by  a  nu- 
merous list  of  casualties,  resulting  either  from  blundering 
ignorance,  or  rash,  ill-considered  and  unnecessary  attacks/' 

The  conduct  of  all  the  troops  employed,  particularly 
H.  M/s  51st,  was  truly  admirable  on  this  occasion. 

There  is  something  magnificently  cool,  too,  about  the  gallant 
Captain  Latter — parleying  with  the  Burmese  behind  their  own 
works,  to  the  effect  that  if  they  would  not  fire  at  us,  we  would 
not  fire  on  them.  The  reply  of  the  enemy  was,  that  if  our 
force  advanced  one  step  farther  they  would  fire  on  us.  Captain 
Latter  rejoined,  that  in  that  case  we  would  turn  them  out  root 
and  branch.  At  the  same  time  a  heavy  discharge  of  musketry 
and  jinjals  and  round  shot  was  poured  into  us.* 

Our  troops  then  commenced  work  in  right  earnest.  The 
non-commissioned  officer  accompanying  Captain  Latter  was 
killed,  and  fell  over  that  officer,  who  lay  prostrate  and  stunned 
from  the  effects  of  a  spent  shot ;  every  one  supposed  him  to 
have  been  killed.  But,  no  ! — ^he  bore  a  charmed  life ;  and 
more  glory  was  in  store  for  him. 

The  noble  Captain,  in  relating  to  us  the  story  of  this  dan- 
gerous adventure,  did  not  think  the  projectile  fired  at  him  was 
'^  a  round  shot.^^  *  He  considered  himself,  however,  to  have 
had  a  very  narrow  escape ;  and  who  will  deny  that  he  had  ? 

''  The  whole  affair,'^  wrote  a  describer  of  the  scene,  "  occu- 
pied fifty  minutes,  and  a  gallant  one  it  was ;  5,000  of  the  King 
of  Ava^s  picked  soldiers  were  there,  and  2,000  men  of  Bassein.*' 
Of  course,  an  Armenian,  or  European,  was,  as  usual,  seen  on 
the  works  directing  the  Artillery.     "  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was 


•  Despatch  of  Major  Errington. 
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calculated  at  800 ;  the  gunneiy  from  the  ships  was  terrific  and 
most  effectual/^  Considering  our  small  numbers,  the  loss  on 
the  side  of  the  British  was  not  trifling. 

The  following  officers  were  wounded: — Major  Errington, 
Captains  Darroch  and  Kice,  and  Lieutenant  Carter — all  of 
H.  M/s  51st  Foot ;  also.  Lieutenant  Ansley,  of  the  9th  Madras 
Native  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Rice,  R.N. 

The  grand  total  of  guns  and  jinjals  captured  amounted  to 
eighty-one.  Immediately  after  the  conquest,  the  Burmese 
evacuated  the  town  ; — and  thus  Bassein  fell ! 

The  event  is  thus  recorded  in  the  Governor-General's  Noti- 
fication, and  General  Godwin's  Despatch.  From  the  latter  all 
the  important  details  concerning  the  capture  of  Bassein  may  be 
culled  : — 

"  NOTIFICATION. 

''  Fort  William,  Foreign  Department,  hth  June  1852. 

"  The  Governor-General  in  Council  has  the  gratification  of 
announcing  the  capture  of  Bassein,  and  of  publishing,  for 
general  information,  the  Despatches  which  report  the  com- 
bined operations  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Force  by  which 
this  service  has  been  executed. 

"  In  ascending  for  sixty  miles  a  river  still  very  imperfectly 
known,  in  effecting  the  landing  of  the  troops  and  capturing 
the  city,  the  fort,  and  the  stockaded  defences  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  fully  garrisoned  and  armed,  and  in  accomplishing  all 
this  with  very  unequal  numbers,  and  within  the  limits  of  a  single 
day,  the  combined  forces  at  Bassein  performed  a  gallant  and 
spirited  service,  which  well  deserves  the  approbation  and  ap- 
plause of  the  Government  of  India. 

'^  To  Lieutenant- General  Godwin,  C.B.,  and  to  Commodore 

Tjambert,  the  Governor-General  in  Council  has  again  the  satis- 

action  of  offering  his  cordial  acknowledgments  of  the  ability 

"»C  icood-will  with  which  they  have  united  their  exertions  foj 

....  ..mer  pn/»nps8  to  the  operations  in  which  they  wer«  ftnea^**^ 
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"  The  Governor-General  in  Council  begs  to  repeat  his  thanks 
to  Major  Boulderson,  Deputy- Judge- Advocate  General,  to 
Captain  Latter,  to  Captain  Chads,  A.D.C.,  and  to  Lieutenant 
Ford,  of  the  Madras  Sappers,  for  their  conduct  in  the  field  on 
this  occasion. 

''  His  Lordship  in  Council  desires  especially  to  mark  his 
sense  of  the  services  rendered  by  Major  Errington,  H.  M/s  51st 
Light  Infantry,  commanding  the  detachment  of  troops  at  Bas- 
sein,  and  to  Commander  Campbell,  of  the  Indian  Navy,  by 
whom  the  stockade  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  river  was 
stormed  and  taken. 

^'  To  Captain  Rice,  Captain  Darroch,  and  Lieutenant  Carter, 
of  H.  M/s  51st  Light  Infantry,  to  Lieutenant  Ansley,9th  Madras 
Native  Infantry,  to  Lieutenant  Craster,  Bengal  Engineers,  and 
to  Dr.  McCosh,  of  the  Medical  Department,  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council  begs  leave  to  convey  his  best  thanks. 

''  Equal  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Lieutenant  Rice,  R.N., 
to  Lieutenant  Elliot  and  Lieutenant  Nightingale,  R.M.,  to 
Commander  Hewett,  to  Lieutenant  Robinson  and  Lieutenant 
Lewis,  Indian  Navy,  and  to  Captain  Dicey,  Captain  Burbank 
and  Mr.  F.  Duncan,  of  the  Bengal  Marine,  whose  services  have 
been  commended. 

"  The  Governor-General  in  Council  has  particular  satisfac- 
tion in  adding  the  expression  of  his  entire  approbation  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men  of  H.  M.^s  5l8t  Regiment,  of  9th  Regiment 
Madras  Native  Infantry,  of  the  Madras  Sappers  and  Miners, 
and  of  the  seamen  and  marines  employed  in  the  capture  of  the 
City  of  Bassein. 

"  By  order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  of 
India  in  Council. 

^'C.  Allen, 
'^Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government 

of  India/' 

10 
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From  Licutenant-General  H.  Godwin,  C.B.,  Commanding  the 
Forces  in  Ava,  Arakan  and  Tcnasscrim  Provinces. 

*^  Sir, — The  Govcmor-Gcncral  having  expressed  some  an- 
xiety about  the  south  part  of  Arakan,  as  being  in  the  neigh- 
l}ourhood  of  Basscin,  I  resolved,  as  soon  as  I  could  conveniently 
leave  Rangoon,  to  take  a  detachment,  and  personally  visit  the 
place.  On  expressing  this  opinion  to  Commodore  Lambert,  he^ 
to  my  very  great  pleasure,  said  he  would  accompany  me.  I 
fixed  on  Monday  the  17th  of  May,  and  had  a  detachment 
warned  to  be  ready  to  embark  on  that  morning,  consisting  of 
400  of  the  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.,  300  of  the  9th  Madras  Native 
Infantry,  67  Madras  Sappers,  and  a  sergeant  and  6  gunners 
of  the  Bengal  Artillery.  The  whole  party  was  placed  under 
the  command  of  Major  Errington  of  the  51st  Light  Infantry. 

^^  The  Commodore  appointed  three  fine  vessels  to  carry  the 
troops — the  H.C.  S.F.  ^  Scsostris'  and  ^Moozuffer,'  and  the 
'  Tenasserim,^  with  a  smaller  steamer,  the  '  Pluto,'  carrying 
the  Naval  Brigade  and  Marines  of  II.  M.'s  frigate  '  Fox.' 

'^  We  cleared  the  Rangoon  river  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday 
the  17th,  and  on  the  next  evening  anchored  oflf  Negrais  Island^ 
leading  into  the  Basscin  river.  At  daybreak  the  next  morning 
the  flotilla  weighed  and  we  ascended  that  most  beautiful  stream 
for  sixty  miles,  which  at  4  o'clock  brought  us  in  view  of  the 
defences,  of  about  a  mile  long,  of  the  City  of  Bassein.  We 
had  passed  some  new  stockades,  one  at  and  the  other  south  of 
Naputa,  a  few  miles  below  the  town,  which  were  not  armed,  but 
these  consisted  of  one  extensive  stockade,  with  several  hundred 
men  in  it,  fully  armed  with  cannon. 

"  The  enemy  looked  at  us,  but  did  not  show  any  disposition 

+r-  moloQf      The  flotilla  arrived  at  the  left  of  their  position,  a 

•  t..n»     •  ;il-built  mud  fort,  armed  with  cannon  and  men.     This 

-  i^^dbU  within  two  hundred  yards,  and  so  in  succession  all 

.,.-.         o">Tio.        W     nonrly   j»    Tlilc,    till    the   ' Ten;>-SaPriTiri  *     Tpfr 
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golden  pagoda^  centrally  situated  within  the  defences.  The 
steamers  anchored  in  succession  without  bringing  down  the  fire 
of  a  single  musket. 

"  The  admirable  position  taken  up  by  the  steamers  induced 
me  to  order  the  immediate  landing  of  the  troops.  The  enemy 
appeared  so  completely  surprised  and  paralyzed  by  our  ap- 
proach, that  I  gave  orders  not  to  fire  unless  fired  on,  and  to 
take  possession  of  the  pagoda.  Nearly  all  the  men  of  H.  M.'s 
51st  Foot  got  on  shore  imder  the  pagoda  before  a  shot  was 
fired.  Captain  Latter,  my  interpreter,  accompanied  Captain 
Darroch  with  a  company  of  the  51st  on  shore,  and  landed  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  works,  opposite  a  traverse  covering  a 
gateway,  and  there  a  parley  was  held  between  Captain  Latter 
and  some  Burmese  on  the  walls,  which  brought  on  the  first 
discharge  of  musketry,  killing  a  sergeant  and  wounding  two 
men.  This  fire  was  taken  up  and  ran  down  the  works,  but 
soon  ceased. 

''At  this  time  Major  Errington  made  his  advance  on  the 
pagoda  and  carried  it  in  most  gallant  style,  the  51st  Light 
Infantry  maintaining  nobly  the  character  they  had  ever  com- 
manded by  their  courage  and  distinguished  conduct  in  the  field. 

''  The  contest  that  stamped  the  operations  of  this  remarkable 
day  with  a  brilliant  conclusion,  was  the  attack  on  the  mud 
fort,  most  scientifically  built,  and  of  great  extent,  which  could 
only  have  been  constructed  under  a  despotism  that  commanded 
the  labour  of  its  subjects,  in  the  short  time  they  had  been 
about  it.  It  was  not  entirely  completed  in  its  details  within. 
The  storming  party  under  Major  Errington  proceeding  to  the 
left  of  the  Burmese  works,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Rice,  of 
H.  M.'s  frigate  '  Fox,'  and  Lieutenant  Ford  of  the  Madras 
Sappers,  came  upon  this  mud  fort  fully  garrisoned  and  well 
armed.  The  attack  was  most  determined,  as  was  the  defence 
obstinate.  It  was  bravely  stormed,  but  with  the  consequence 
of  Major  Errington  and  several  officers  and  men  being  severely 
wounded ;  Lieutenant  Ansley,  with  a  small  detachment  of  the 
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9th  Madras  Native  Infantry  shared  in  this  contest;  he  was 
severely  wounded^  and  the  corps  proved  itself  to  be  as  good  as 
it  looks^  and  it  is  one  of  the  nicest*  corps  I  have  ever  seen ;  its 
gallantry  and  devotion  on  this  occasion  claiming  the  admiration 
of  all  who  witnessed  it.  The  whole  affair  was  over  a  little 
after  6  o'clock. 

**  While  these  operations  had  been  going  on,  the  Commodore 
had  claimed  the  services  of  Captain  Campbell  of  the  'Sesostris/ 
and  his  men,  in  destroying  a  stockade  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  They  drove  off  the  Burmese,  fired  the  stockade,  and 
took  six  guns. 

'^  I  am  informed  from  several  sources  that  the  enemy  suffered 
very  severely  in  the  contest  in  the  mud  fort. 

'^  In  having  the  honour,  as  well  as  the  gratification  of 
reporting  to  the  Governor- General  in  Council  the  possession 
of  this  important  station,  I  will  observe  that,  from  every  indi- 
cation of  preparations  going  on,  the  Government  of  this  country 
intended  to  make  it  a  most  powerful  place  and  to  repair  the 
loss  of  Rangoon  by  establishing  Bassein  as  their  mart  of  com- 
munication with  this  country,  as  well  as  a  powerful  position 
to  keep  in  subjection  the  Pegu  population,  so  decidedly  and 
ever  our  friends,  and  also  to  maintain  a  threatening  attitude 
towards  the  south  of  Arakan. 

^'  By  leaving  Bassein  to  itself,  I  should  have  been  giving  it 
back  to  the  soldiery  just  driven  out,  as  the  defences  had  been 
built  and  put  into  the  improved  state  I  have  described,  by  five 
thousand  men  from  the  Upper  Country,  commanded  by  a  man 
of  reputation.  To  secure  it  I  have  left  a  garrison  of  two 
companies  (160  men)  of  the  5l8t  Light  Infantry,  and  300  men 
of  the  Madras  Native  Infantry.  These  will  be  reinforced  by 
ftr»  officer  of  artillery  and  half  a  company  with  two  9-pounder 
^uiis — the   garrison  now   possessing    two    12-inch   howitzers. 

>  will  be  Beon  from  this  cnriotis  exprossion,  and  the  desnatc^  Qfeneranj, 
•         -or  gallant  p'^d  amiable  Comr^ander  waa  note  *«««if.fc.     .      >»*    o«^.r«# 
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These,  with  two  months'  rations,  will  leave  this  on  or  about 
the  26th  instant.  Major  Roberts,  of  the  9th  Madras  Native 
Infantry,  will  proceed  in  the  same  vessel  to  take  command  of 
Bassein ;  he  is  an  experienced  and  excellent  officer. 

"  I  consider  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  Burmese  soldiery  of  the 
Upper  Country  will  have  returned  to  their  homes,  meeting  with 
no  sympathy  from  the  Pegu  population,  and  the  Pegu  soldiers 
themselves  are  already  with  their  families,  so  that  the  garrison 
I  have  left  could,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  be  withdrawn  in 
six  weeks ;  and  it  will  then  remain  with  the  Government  of 
India  to  decide  whether  it  will  hold  during  the  war  this  very 
important  place.  If  so,  further  arrangements  will  be  very 
necessary.  Major  Eraser,  the  Commanding  Engineer,  should 
visit  it.  A  very  little  expense  will  make  it  a  sure  position. 
The  barrack  houses  the  soldiery  are  now  in  are  excellent,  and 
well  built  of  wood.  Fresh  meat  can  be  had,  as  the  population 
of  the  place  are  coming  under  our  protection  in  great  numbers. 

"  I  may  here  remark,  that  that  most  admirable  officer,  and 
clear-seeing  man,  my  most  respected  late  Commander  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  attached  great  importance  to  the  holding  of  Bassein. 

"  After  passing  two  clear  days  in  arranging  for  the  stability 
of  the  detachment  to  be  left  here,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd, 
the  flotilla,  with  the  exception  of  the  '  Sesostris,'  which  remains, 
weighed  at  daybreak,  and  reached  Bangoon  on  the  23rd  of 
May,  after  an  absence  of  only  seven  days. 

"  To  Commodore  Lambert,  and  to  this  combined  expedition, 
the  Grovemor-General  in  Council  owes  all  that  professional 
ability  and  unremitting  exertion  could  accomplish  towards 
success  to  which  they  so  largely  contributed.  The  Hon.  Com- 
pany's steajier  'Proserpine,'  Commander  Brooking,  arrived 
twenty-four  hours  afber  the  place  was  taken,  but  even  so  his 
activity  was  not  lost,  for  he  and  his  vessel  went  ofi*  the  morning 
before  we  weighed  and  destroyed  the  stockade  that  I  have 
mentioned  to  have  passed  on  the  way  up  to  the  river. 

Major  Errington,  of   H.  M.'s  51st  Light  Infieuitry^  who 
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commanded  the  detachment  of  troops  embarked  for  Bassein^ 
who  principally  directed  this  detachment^  and  who  fought  this 
detachment^  deserves  the  particular  thanks  of  the  Most  Noble 
the  Governor-General  in  Council.  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
forwarding  his  report  of  the  operations^  for  the  perusal  of  his 
Lordship  in  Council. 

"  I  beg  the  best  consideration  of  Grovemment  for  Captain 
Bice  and  Lieutenant  Carter,  of  the  51st  Light  Infantry,  and  for 
Lieutenant  Ansley,  of  the  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  all  three 
severely  wounded  at  the  assault  of  the  fort,  and  also  for  Lieu- 
tenant Ford,  of  the  Sappers  and  Miners,  on  the  same  occasion, 
for  Lieutenant  Rice,  1st  of  H.  M.'s  frigate  '  Fox,'  who  com- 
manded the  Naval  Brigade,  and  who  was  severely  wounded 
whilst  particularly  distinguishing  himself  in  the  attack  of  the  fort. 

''  It  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  Mr.  Duncan,  the 
2nd  oflScer  of  the  Hon.  Company's  steamer  '  Tenasserim,'  at 
the  head  of  a  party  of  men  of  his  ship,  behaved  most  gallantly 
upon  the  same  occasion. 

"To  Captain  Darroch,  of  the  51st  Light  Infantry,  and  to 
Captain  Latter,  my  interpreter,  thanks  are  due  for  their  gal- 
lantry in  forcing  the  traverse,  and  entering  at  the  gate  on  the 
right  of  the  enemy's  position.  Lieutenant  Craster,  of  the 
Bengal  Engineers,  also  merits  thanks ;  and  the  plan  of  Bassein, 
which  I  enclose  for  the  Governor-General's  inspection,  will 
prove  his  professional  competency.  To  Lieutenants  Elliot  and 
Nightingale,  with  the  Marines  of  H.  M.'s  frigate  '  Fox,'  and 
to  Captain  CampbeU,  of  the  Hon.  Company's  steam  firigate 
'  Sesostris,'  I  beg  your  Lordship  in  Council's  kind  consideration. 
To  Doctor  McCosh  and  the  officers  of  the  Medical  Department, 
thanks  are  particularly  due. 

''T^'re  naval  part  of  the  expedition,  both  sailors  and  marines, 
.i.pi^-.rroH  ^^«>  /»liarartpr  that  has  ever  been  theirs  of  undaunted 

.^jf    u»oTr  ^i.nftin«^f*or^  Wanting  somctimes  ^n  not  more 
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warfare  of  constant  assaults  on  well  armed  and  strong  positions^ 
often  well  defended,  it  has  been  the  noble  emulation  of  all  to 
be  first  into  the  enemy^s  works.  It  was  in  such  an  eflFort  of 
ambition  that  that  fine  and  gallant  young  officer.  Lieutenant 
Doran,  of  the  18th  Royal  Irish,  fell  pierced  with  four  balls,  far 
in  advance  of  his  proper  post ;  indeed,  I  might  fill  my  report 
with  names,  were  all  to  be  individualised. 

"I  now  beg  particularly  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Governor-General  in  Council,  Major  Boulderson,  of  the  Ma- 
dras Army,  the  Deputy  Judge  -  Advocate  -  General  of  the 
Force,  who,  on  this  occasion  accompanied  me  and  filled  the 
two  posts  of  Assistant- Adjutant  and  Assistant- Quartermaster- 
General  to  the  expedition,  as  I  could  not  move  from  their 
important  duties  at  Rangoon  Adjutant-General  Mayhew  nor 
Quartermaster-General  Allan. 

''The  Major  has  been  of  much  essential  service  to  me  in 
various  ways ;  and  the  judicious  manner  in  which  he  posted 
the  picquets  after  the  capture  of  Bassein,  in  that  wilderness  of 
houses  and  jungle,  tended  to  the  perfect  security  of  the  force. 
Captain  Chads,  my  Aide-de-camp,  never  leaves  me,  and  always 
makes  himself  particularly  useful. 

"  Since  my  last  report,  nothing  worthy  of  note  has  occurred 
at  Rangoon.  The  town  is  increasing  in  importance  by  crowds 
of  natives  who  daily  come  in  with  their  families  and  goods ;  as 
is  the  case  throughout  the  neighbourhood,  but  especiaUy  at 
Kemmendine,  which  is  as  large  a  place  as  Rangoon. 

''  The  conduct  of  the  troops  is  excellent,  and  their  health  is 
improving  daily  since  the  rain  has  set  in. 

''  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
(Signed)         "  H.  Godwin,  Lieutenant-General, 

''  Commanding  the  forces  in  Ava, 

Arakan  and  Tenasserim  Provinces. 

"  Head-Quarters,  Rangoon,  24th  May  1852. 

"  To  Charles  Allen,  Esq. 

"  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India^  Foreign 
Department,  Fort  William. 
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On  Monday^  May  24th^  the  General  returned  from  Bassein. 
The  town  of  Pegu  was  said  to  be  occupied  by  a  Burmese  chief, 
who  had  been  victorious  over  the  Peguese.  In  the  morning 
there  was  a  grand  parade  round  the  Shwe  Dagon  Pagoda^  with 
all  the  customary  honours^  to  celebrate  her  Majesty's  birthday. 
The  effect  was  very  grand  and  impressive. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  unfortunate  ex-Governor  of  Ban- 
goon,  who  on  a  recent  occasion  was  so  nearly  caught  by 
Colonel  Apthorp,  had  at  length  been  captured  and  sent  in 
chains  to  Ava.  He  was  the  same  Mightiness  who^  at  the 
commencement  of  operations,  had  put  the  Line-Myoothoon-Gtee 
in  irons  for  failing  to  rc-capture  the  King's  ship.  What  an 
example  of  the  biter  bit ! — Lieutenant  Tayler,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  Artillery  and  two  guns,  proceeded  to  Bassein.  Major 
Roberts^  with  the  remainder  of  his  regiment,  likewise  went  to 
take  command  of  the  new  position. — Such  were  a  few  of  the 
small  and  great  events  which  followed  the  capture. 

On  May  31st,  intelligence  arrived  of  an 


Attack  on  Martaban. 

At  6  o'clock  on  Wednesday  momiug  (26th),  a  Burmese 
advanced  force,  consisting  of  about  601)  men,  under  Moung- 
Bwosh,  the  Governor  of  !Martaban,  marched  over  the  hill  from 
the  western  side,  and  made  a  sudden  and  unexpected  rush  upon 
the  picquets  guarding  the  heights.  The  alarm  now  being  given, 
the  troops  were  under  arms  and  at  their  guns.  Major  Hall 
ordered  the  picquets  at  the  northern  pagoda  into  camp,  and 
subsequently  sent  a  strong  party  of  sepoys,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Holmes,  to  reconnoitre,  under  cover  of  the  ar- 
tillery guns.  The  Burmese,  however,  advanced;  a  party  of 
about  1,000  kept  near  the  small  white  pagoda  below  the  hiU; 
another  of  about  2,000  lay  a  mile  away  in  reserve,  while  a 
smaller  force  kept  up  a  smart  fire  on  the  troops  at  the  distance 
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of  about  150  yards  north  of  the  camp.  The  party  under  Lieu- 
tenant Holmes  was  placed  in  a  very  perilous  situation;  but 
that  officer  succeeded  in  returning  to  camp  with,  however, 
serious  loss  in  three  killed  and  eleven  wounded,  of  whom  eight 
were  dangerously  so,  a  subadar  of  the  40th  Native  Infantry 
being  of  the  number  of  the  latter.  The  Artillery  now  played 
with  the  most  deadly  eflFect,  and  the  report  of  heavy  guns  at 
Martaban  caused  the  alarm  to  be  sounded  in  cantonments  at 
Maulmain.  The  two  companies  of  H.  M.^s  51st  Light  Infantry 
and  26th  Native  Infantry  got  under  arms;  the  former  were 
marched  off  at  once,  embarked  in  boats,  and  proceeded  to 
Martaban.  The  "  Feroze,^'  from  her  position  opposite  the 
office  of  Messrs.  Graceman  and  Co.,  a  distance  of  some  two  or 
three  miles  from  the  white  pagoda  on  the  hill,  sent  discharges 
of  artillery  which  made  the  Burmese  seek  a  more  distant 
point  of  protection,  and  defaced  the  beauty  of  their  pagoda. 
The  strength  of  the  Burmese  was  now  seriously  weakened, 
and  the  reserved  forces  obliged  to  be  brought  up  to  the  rescue. 
These  were  also  reduced  in  immber,  for  the  attack  being  in 
open  day,  and  not  as  hitherto  at  night,  their  position  and 
numbers  were  ascertained  and  dealt  with  accordingly.  A 
body  of  men  entrenched  themselves  behind  a  small  white 
pagoda,  near  their  former  storehouse  or  magazine,  and  hoisted 
a  flag  on  it,  which,  being  observed  by  Lieutenants  Steuart 
and  Baird,  became  a  mark  at  once.  The  flag  on  the  first  shot 
was  sent  down  in  tatters,  the  summit  of  the  pagoda  keeping  it 
company.  The  Burmese  now  found  themselves  uncomfortably 
situated  here,  the  gims  being  fired  in  this  direction  until  the 
glacis  of  the  hill  was  cleared.  From  this  time  until  late  in 
the  evening  shots  were  fired  at  intervals  to  clear  the  place  of 
stragglers. 

Commodore  Lynch,  on  delivering  his  instructions  to  his 
second  in  command,  manned  his  three  cutters,  and  proceeded 
up  the  Salween  to  intercept  the  flight  of  the  Burmese.  He 
found  them  scattered  at  the  third  pagoda,  now  repairing,  north 
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of  the  camp^  and  ordered  his  boats  to  open  fire  upon  them  with 
shell  and  canister,  which  made  them  retire.  The  Infantry 
met  them  in  their  flight,  and  opened  a  raking  fire  upon  them. 
Captain  Tapley,  on  the  other  hand,  with  his  own  cutter,  and 
one  from  the  '^  Medusa,^'  manned  by  marines  from  the 
"Feroze,''  went  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  but  feuled  to 
meet  the  enemy.  The  boats  returned  on  the  same  evening, 
and  proceeded  up  again  yesterday  morning. 

The  Burmese  force  was  commanded  by  the  notorious  Dacoit 
chief  and  robber  Moung  Shoay-loang,  who  had  been  sent 
from  Ava  to  retake  Martaban,  or  forfeit  his  head  in  case  of 
failure.  Wednesday  last  was,  according  to  the  guardian  angels 
of  Moung  Shoay-loang,  considered  the  lucky  day  for  the 
exploit ;  but  with  what  success  has  now  been  seen. 


Burmese  Games. 

• 

A  few  words  about  the  games  among  Takings  and  Burmese 
may  now  be  interesting.  The  principal  are  cock-fighting, 
wrestling,  buffalo-fighting,  foot-ball,  and  boat-racing.  They 
have  likewise  a  sort  of  dice  to  aid  their  gambling  propensities. 
At  the  buffalo-fights  men  sit  on  the  beasts ;  these  last  rush  at 
each  other  with  tremendous  fury.  Frequently  the  horns  be- 
come locked  together,  when  a  trial  of  strength  ensues,  each 
pushing  his  adversary  as  far  back  as  possible.  The  buffaloes, 
after  a  short  contest,  generally  become  tired  of  the  sport,  and 
not  unfrequently  scamper  away  at  a  furious  rate  from  their 
tormentors.  The  buffalo  is  seldom  killed;  but  the  rider  is 
often  thrown.  The  game  is  every  bit  as  rational  as  the  bull- 
fights so  extensively  patronised  by  the  ladies  of  Spain,  and  to 
the  Burmese  ladies  it  is  certainly  quite  as  exciting.  Foot- 
^QV  s  jplf^yp/  vith  a  small  ball  of  wicker-work — very  light, 
•uarst  i'he  players  form  a  circle,  and  keep  up  *b^ 
'r^\     -...arkabi*    ^^iH     "ith  kn^^ft  ^r    /oot   they  send  ii 


trr' 


BUEMESB   GAMES.  155 

law  of  projectiles.*  In  boat-racing  the  Burmese  shine  con- 
siderably. Boats  very  long  and  very  narrow,  with  some  twenty 
rowers  on  a  side,  and  paddled  along  at  an  incredible  speed. 
Singing  and  a  variety  of  gestures  aid  the  effect  of  this  exciting 
amusement.  The  Burmese  posture  of  defiance  is  common  in 
the  pleasure  as  well  as  in  the  war  boats.  The  latter  are  gene- 
rally ornamented,  and  armed  with  some  thirty  men  or  so, 
carrying  questionable  muskets,  but  sharp  dhds.  A  national 
game,  of  minor  importance,  is  a  sort  of  draughts.  The  players 
commence  by  drawing  squares  on  the  ground,  and  seated  oc- 
casionally in  a  state  of  profound  abstraction  before  a  move, 
they  play  away  with  a  gravity  worthy  of  the  great  Gautama 
himself.  The  Burmese  enjoy  a  game  at  cards  quite  as  much  as 
the  old  ladies  of  England.  They  are  fond  of  music  and  very 
superstitious :  many  of  them  believe  in  fairies.  The  instru- 
ment of  sound  used  is  a  sort  of  harmonicon,  which  discourses 
most  eloquent  music  either  to  the  adventurer  on  his  rambles, 
or  to  the  Burmese  beauty  as  she  sits,  like  many  of  those  in  our 
country,  pensive  and  alone.  Men  and  women,  in  every  clime, 
are  both  poets  and  musicians  by  nature.  In  the  melody  or 
modulation  of  sound  there  is  a  wonderful  power,  which, 
''  partly  from  nature,  partly  from  habit  and  association,  makes 
such  pathetic  impressions  on  the  fancy,  as  delights  even  the 
most  wild  barbarians.''  The  Burmese  are  likewise  fond  of 
dancing,  when  they  frequently  display  their  skiU  in  the  dress 
of  devils.  What  the  sensation  drama  is  to  the  British  public^ 
the  Pooay  is  to  the  Burman. 

We  shaU  conclude  this  chapter  with  the  descriptiont  of  a 
Burmese  funeral. 


•  While  revising  this  narrative  (September  1879)  the  writer  has  jast  learned 
that  English  foot-ball  has  now  become  common  among  the  Burmese.  They 
use  the  leather  cover,  \^'ith  bladder  inside,  and  affect  Bagby  to  a  considerable 
extent !  Lately,  we  understand,  the  Burmese  beat  the  gallant  54th  at  foot- 
ball. 

t  From  notes  furnished  us  by  Lieutenant  Cadell,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery. 
This  description  is  of  the  most  humble  Burmese  funeral.    In  general,  the  last 
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Returning  from  Kemmendine  in  the  evenings  we  saw  a  Bur- 
mese funeral-procession  following  the  remains  of  an  old  woman. 
Women  and  children  attended  as  well  as  men^  and  three  priests 
brought  up  the  rear.  The  corpse  is  placed  in  a  coffin  made 
of  mattings  and  is  carried  by  four  men.  Old  women  were 
howling  in  a  most  disconsolate  manner.  On  reaching  the  burial- 
ground  the  poougis  (or  phongyees)  came  forward^  and  took  up 
their  position  on  a  raised  platform  at  the  head  of  the  grave. 
Before  the  priests  were  placed  three  large  dishes  of  plantains^ 
and  dried  fish.  Pieces  of  wood  were  put  across  the  grave^  and 
the  coffin  rested  on  them.  The  men  then  kneeled  round  the 
priests^  and  the  women  and  children  formed  an  outer  semi- 
circle. A  poongi  then  repeated  a  few  prayers,  to  which  the 
men  responded.  Then  a  long  prayer  was  said,  and,  while 
the  priest  was  speaking,  a  man  was  pouring  water  slowly  on 
the  ground  from  a  small  earthenware  vessel.  This  finished  the 
ceremony,  and  the  poongis,  having  had  their  provisions  care- 
fully collected,  departed.  The  corpse  was  then  taken  firom 
the  coffin  and  buried.  Buddhists,  it  must  be  remembered,  bury 
as  well  as  bum.  Pouring  the  water  from  the  earthen  vessel  is 
to  signify  the  spirit  departing  from  the  body. 


rites,  even  where  no  sig^  of  groat  wealth  is  observable,  are  performed  with 
extravagant  splendour.  The  bier  of  the  deceased,  raised  on  high,  and  enclosed 
in  the  model  of  a  Buddhist  temple,  borne  along  on  the  shoulders  of  Rome  dozens 
of  bearers,  the  glaring  red  and  gilt  and  silvery  ornaments  of  the  grotesque 
machine,  to  which  a  grace  is  given  by  the  white  flags  and  umbrellas  attached 
to  it ;  the  long  train  of  followers,  chiefly  women,  in  rear,  and  poongis  in 
front.    Such  is  a  faint  outline  of  the  richer  Burmese  funeral. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

PEGU. — PBOME. — THE  GEAND  QUESTION. — LORD  DALHOUSIB 

AT  RANGOON. 

During  the  first  fortnight  of  May,  the  Peguese  had  risen  in 
considerable  strength  against  the  Burmese,  and  had  turned 
them  out  of  their  towns  and  villages.  At  the  end  of  the  same 
month  we  found  the  case  reversed ;  and  the  town  of  Pegu  again 
in  the  hands  of  a  Burmese  chieftain.  Regarding  the  Peguese 
already  in  the  light  of  allies,  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  an 
expedition  from  our  Force  would  shortly  pay  their  ancient 
capital  a  visit.  Pegu  was  reduced  by  Alompra,  after  his 
conquest  of  Burma^s  rival  kingdom,  to  a  state  of  comparative 
ruin  and  desolation. 

The  conqueror  spared  the  temples,  among  others  the  mag- 
nificent Shwe-madoo  Praw,  or  Temple  of  the  Grolden  Supreme.* 

Conciliation  was  attempted.  But  every  endeavour  to  con- 
ciliate the  Peguese  by  Burmese  strategy  signally  failed.     What 


*  See  "  Rangoon,"  Appendix  No.  IX.  p.  276.  The  extreme  height  of  this 
bailding,  above  the  level  of  the  country,  is  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  feet, 
or  abont  forty  feet  higher  than  the  Great  Shw^  Dagon. 
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they  sought  for  was — either  independence,  or  a  good  sTstem 
of 'government  by  the  people  of  a  nation  wiser  and  more 
civilised  than  themselves.  With  the  former,  in  its  strict  sense, 
every  half-civilised  people  must  now  go  back  in  the  scale; 
with  the  latter  they  must  advance,  and  add  their  portion  of 
lustre  to  the  triumphant  light  which  shall,  sooner  or  later, 
dwell  upon  earth. 

The  town  of  Pegu  is  situated  some  seventy-five  miles  nearly 
north  from  Rangoon,  to  which  it  is  far  inferior  as  a  commercial 
position.  On  the  2nd  of  June  an  expedition  was  ready 
to  start  for  Pegu.  The  party  consisted  of  two  companies 
of  H.  M.^s  80th,  and  two  companies  of  the  67th  Bengal  Native 
Infantry,  the  whole  under  Colonel  Sturt,  of  the  latter  corps. 
As  many  as  could  be  stowed  were  placed  on  board  the  "  Phle- 
gethon^';  the  remainder  were  put  in  country  boats,  to  be 
towed.  But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  boats  were  not 
seaworthy.  The  troops  could  not  proceed  to  Pegu  that  day; 
so  all  were  marched  back  to  quarters.  On  the  following 
morning  the  expedition,  considerably  reduced  in  size,  made  a 
successful  start.  It  now  consisted  of  one  company  of  H.  M.'s 
80th  Foot,*  the  rifle  company  of  the  67th  Bengal  Native  Infan- 
try, under  Captain  Hicks,  and  a  detachment  of  Madras  Sappers 
and  Miners,  under  Lieutenant  Macintosh,  with  Lieutenant 
Mayne  as  Field  Engineer ;  the  whole  commanded  by  Brevet- 
Major  Cotton,  of  the  67th  Regiment.  This  force  was  accom- 
panied by  a  small  party  of  the  marines  and  sailors  from  the 
''  Fox,''  "  Phlegethon,''  and  "  Medusa,''  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Niblett,  of  the  ^^Phlegethon,"  and  Commander  Tarleton, 
of  H.M.S.  ''  Fox."  All  embarked  on  board  the  "  Phlegethon  " 
*ateamcr,  which  took  in  tow  the  boats  of  the  squadron. 

Of  course  our  "  Chevalier  Bayard,"t  Captain  Latter,  accom- 
.<»i..or|  f]i(  ^YT^ocli^^'^n      By  "niorl^ffa],    ^)io  «»fpaT"*»r  li«d  r'^aohed 
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within  sixteen  miles  of  Pegu,  where  she  anchored.  Prom  the 
narrowness  and  shallowness  of  the  river  it  was  not  considered 
safe  to  proceed  farther.  The  only  thing  worth  observing  that 
took  place  on  the  passage  was  that  several  large  villages^  as 
the  expedition  came  in  view,  assembled  all  their  inhabitants  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  cheered  and  raised  their  hands 
towards  Pegu !  "  Let  the  British  standard  be  planted  on  the 
walls  of  Pegu ! '' 

On  anchoring  for  the  night,  information  was  brought  off 
that  a  party  of  Peguese,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  under 
a  chief  named  Moungtah,  had  risen  and  defeated,  the  day 
before,  a  detachment  of  the  Burmese  garrison,  and  that  they 
had  proceeded  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  intending  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  the  attack  on  Pegu. 

The  aUies  were  to  be  distinguished  by  wearing  a  smaU  white 
flag  in  the  cap. 

Next  morning  the  whole  party  took  to  the  boats,  and  pro- 
ceeded leisurely  up  to  Pegu,  a  short  distance  from  which 
Moungtah  and  his  Peguese  baud  made  their  appearance. 
These  were  directed,  in  case  of  accident,  during  our  operations, 
to  keep  at  a  distance  till  required.  However,  as  heavy  firing 
was  heard  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  between  the  Peguese 
and  the  Burmese,  the  troops  immediately  landed.  A  few  of 
the  enemy  only  were  to  be  seen,  retreating  aj»  fast  as  they 
could.  The  boats  and  naval  party,  under  Commander  Tarle- 
ton,  were  directed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  river,  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  who  might  attempt  to  pass  across. 
However,  seeing  a  party  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  bank,  on 
which  the  town  of  Pegu  is  situated.  Commander  Tarleton 
landed  the  whole  of  his  party,  except  the  boat-keepers,  and 
proceeded  to  disperse  them.  Having  advanced  some  distance, 
a  body  of  Burmese,  seeing  the  unguarded  state  of  the  boats, 
pounced  upon  them,  and  took  possession.  Fortunately  the 
Burmese  were  more  anxious  to  plunder  than  to  destroy  the 
boats. 
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As  Commander  Tarleton  and  his  party  were  returning  to 
their  boats  they  were  fired  upon  from  jungle  growing  upon 
old  and  ruined  walls.  The  little  party  gallantly  turned  to  the 
assault^  and  entered  the  work  by  a  large  gap  or  gateway^  which 
was  not  fortified.  There  were  not  more  than  forty  shots  fired 
by  the  enemy,  who  fled  before  the  steady  fire  of  the  naval 
force  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  Seven  Burmese  only  were 
shot  down.  It  was  on  entering  this  gap  that  a  correct  view  of 
the  future  scene  of  operations  was  obtained.  Within  these 
ruined  walls  was  an  open  area  of  about  four  miles  in  length ; 
nearly  in  the  centre  a  lofty  pagoda,  with  much  jungle  at  its 
base.  The  enemy  also  appeared  in  considerably  larger  force 
than  was  expected.  Commander  Tarleton,  accordingly^  pru- 
dently determined  to  hold  the  gap,  and  to  send  notice  to  the 
troops  under  Major  Cotton,  on  the  opposite  bank.  These  were 
on  their  return,  having  heard  that  the  boats  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime  Commander  Tarleton 
likewise  heard  of  the  same  circumstance;  and  that  gallant 
officer  immediately  returned  with  his  men  to  the  scene  of  dis- 
embarkation. Thus,  the  sailors  coming  down  on  the  one  bank 
and  the  soldiers  on  the  other,  the  boats  were  immediately  re- 
captured with  the  loss  of  two  riflemen  wounded. 

It  being  now  about  10  o'clock  a.m.,  the  sun  was  very  power- 
ful ;  and  the  men  having  passed  over  a  large  extent  of  ground^ 
Major  Cotton  prudently  determined  on  postponing  the  attack 
on  the  pagoda  till  3  p.m.  By  that  time  the  men  would  have 
rested,  and  enjoyed  their  rations.  The  gallant  Major  took  up 
an  admirable  position  with  the  Rifles  in  front  inside  the  ruined 
walls,  sheltered  by  the  jungle  covering  them,  and  commanding 
a  clear  view  of  any  movements  from  the  pagoda.  The  European 
portion  of  the  force  put  up  in  the  few  huts  that  remained  about 
^ne  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  the 
,ai]ory  oncupied  thc  boats.     About  1  p.m.,  however,  the  enemy, 

., ^i   iv  f^niboldened  bv  what  seemed  to  be  inactivitv,  nnd 
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to  the  pagoda^  were  seen  coming  down  about  fourteen  hundred 
strong,  in  something  like  order,  commanded  by  some  thirty 
chiefs,  on  ponies.  Another  account  said,  there  were  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men,  some  mounted,  and  carrying  umbrellas 
over  their  chiefs,  besides  which  there  were  regular  horsemen, 
who,  while  they  rode,  sung  a  kind  of  vaunting  song.  The 
alarm  being  sounded,  the  Rifles  immediately  rushed  out,  and 
held  the  enemy  in  check.  On  the  native  troops  being  joined 
by  the  European  soldiers  and  sailors  the  enemy  immediately 
fled ;  and  so  precipitate  was  their  retreat,  that  not  a  single 
Burman  was  touched  even  by  the  long  shots  of  the  rifles.  The 
advance  of  cur  small  and  gallant  party  was  now  so  rapid  that 
they  seemed  as  if  by  magic,  in  one  instant,  to  rush  up  the  west 
and  south  faces  of  the  pagoda,  killing  a  few  of  the  enemy,  and 
suffering  no  loss  whatever  themselves. 

A  stronger  party,  under  Mr.  Midshipman  L ,  was  now 

left  in  the  boats ;  and  Captain  Latter  was  directed  to  remain 
for  their  further  safety  with  the  Peguese  on  the  banks.  The 
next  day  was  spent  in  destroying  the  granaries,  and  carrying  off 
nine  guns;  and,  on  the  following  morning,  the  whole  party 
returned  to  the  steamer.  The  entire  loss  of  the  British  on  this 
occasion  was  one  European  sailor  killed,  and  two  wounded,  in 
the  occupation  of  the  boats  by  the  enemy.  One  sailor  was 
wounded  in  the  assault  on  the  gap,  under  Commander  Tarleton; 
and  two  riflemen  were  wounded  on  our  recapture  of  the  boats. 
The  loss  of  the  Burmese  could  scarcely  be  estimated,  from  the 
best  information,  at  more  than  one  score. 

Thus  was  the  old  town  of  Pegu  captured.  It  was  not  occu- 
pied by  the  British,  but  made  over  to  the  Talaings — a  political 
step  on  which  it  was  rather  difficult  to  form  an  opinion,  after  an 
earnest  request  jfrom  the  Peguese  for  the  expulsion  of  their 
oppressors.*      It  was   thought,   however,   they   would  defend 


•  The  following  was  pablished  about  the  middle  of  June : — "  The  British 
troops  stormed  the  pagoda  at  Peg^,  after  some  heavy  skirmishinpr  on  rhe  4th, 
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their  own  persons,  if  they  couhl  not  keep  their  towns^  till  P^u 
ciime  forth  in  pjreater  beauty  tlian  ever,  under  an  enlightened 
rule.  The  month  of  June  in  this  narrative  was  also  distin- 
j^uished  by  the  achievements  of  the  Hon.  Company^s  gallant 
little  steamer  '^  Proserpine/^  under  Captain  Brooking,  in  the 
Irawady.  She  was  sent  up  the  river,  and  made  good  her  way, 
l)efore  the  middle  of  the  month,  without  serious  opposition,  to 
where  the  Irawady  divides  itself,  like  the  two  prongs  of  a  fork  ; 
or,  say  eighty  miles  below  Prome.  All  that  portion  of  the 
river  below  this  point  was  thus  surveyed.  At  the  point 
where  the  Irawa^ly  divides  into  two  streams,  and  above  which 
there  is  no  other  outlet,  to  the  sea,  we  may  be  said  to  command 
the  navigation  of  the  great  river.  Captain  Brooking,  with  the 
^^  Proserpine,^^  succeeded  immediately  after  in  exploring  the 
Irawady  to  within  thirty  miles  of  Prome,  having  thus  pene- 
trated into  the  \qt\  heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  well-armed  boats  of  H.M.S.  "  Pox,*' 
having  captured  and  destroyed  eighty  boats  of  grain,  of  thirty 
tons  each.  The  rice  in  these  boats  was  destined  for  the  Bur- 
mese army  assembling  at  Prome,  and  its  loss  at  such  a  crisis 
was,  of  course,  severely  felt.  An  intelligent  writer  remarked : — 
"  It  was  a  proud  thing  to  reflect  upon  this  little  English  vessel 
alone,  in  the  midst  of  enemies  and  of  an  enemy's  country, 
performing  its  duties  as  unconcernedly  as  if  it  was  on  the 
Thames,  and  taking  and  destroying  the  Burmese  Commissariat 
in  their  verv  teeth.'' 

The  "  Proserpine,"  on  her  voyage,  did  not  escape  being  fired 


with  a  loBH  of  one  Roamaii  killed ;  throe  peampn,  two  Bepovs,  and  one  camp- 
follower  woimded.     The  force,  after  destroyinj^  the  fortifications,  returned  to 
^anproon  on  the  6th.     Kverything  quiet  round  Bassein.     The  enemy  had  left 
» Me  neij?hbourhood,  and  the  inhabitantB  were  coming  in  numbers  to  seek  pro- 
ectioi     inder  our  rule.     The  troops  were  all  very  healthy.     Soon  after  our 
•—xr^t      it  the  old  town  of  Pegu,  the  Burmese  camo  do^%'n  in  p  ^«><l»-  >>*  ^V-wp.^ 
J  '»»  f'»»i»'  fiirkTiQftnH  pf.T^npp.  pnd  drove  '^u*'-  the  Peg"e*"j.*' 
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on;  and,  about  the  end  of  the  month,  intelligence  reached  us 
at  Rangoon  of  a  brilliant  little  aflFair  against  a  stockade,  which 
she  silenced  and  destroyed,  after  expending  all  her  ammunition. 
This  position  was,  most  probably,  held  by  a  strong  band  of 
dacoits,  who  roam  like  firebrands  through  the  country,  ready  to 
espouse  any  successful  side,  but,  until  opportunity  turns  up, 
destroying  everything  that  comes  in  their  way.  Similar  lawless 
vagabonds  infest  the  Nizam^s  dominions  in  the  Deccan.  But 
"  Jolly  June  ^^  had  its  peaceful  as  well  as  its  warlike  triumphs ; 
the  former,  of  course,  at  Rangoon.  An  elegant  theatre  was  being 
erected  for  the  entertainment  of  officers  and  men ;  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Burney's  reading  and  lecture  room  was  very  well 
attended.  This  excellent  chaplain  arrived  from  Calcutta  early 
in  May  ;  and  his  frequent  visits  to  the  hospitals,  combined 
with  his  admirable  expositions  of  pious  and  homely  truths  to 
the  men  on  a  Sunday,  eflected  immense  good.  His  idea  of 
getting  up  instructive  lectures  for  the  men,  to  be  delivered 
once  or  twice  on  the  week  days,  was  a  good  one.*  Large 
audiences  of  British  soldiers  were  enlightened  with  a  graphic 
sketch  of  the  rise  of  European  traffic  in  Burma  to  its  decline, 
with  various  information  regarding  the  country.  They  were 
likewise,  we  believe,  favoured  by  Mr.  Kincaid — before  alluded 
to— with  a  lecture  on  Buddha,  which  one  would  imagine  to 
have  been  rather  above  their  comprehension.  When  the  author 
of  this  work  was  at  home  on  furlough  a  well-educated  man 
took  him  into  a  corner  one  evening,  and  said,  with  a  solemn 
face, — "Now  tell  me,  what  does  Buddha  mean?  Who  was 
Buddha  ? ''  A  very  natural  question,  and  one  of  so  puzzling  a 
character,  that  we  were  obliged  to  leave  it  to  such  men  as 
Colonel  Sykes  and  Professor  Wilson  to  fairly  answer. 


•  In  September  1864  Royal  Artillery  loctarefl  and  public  rendinfiTB  for  the 
Europeans  were  established  at  Rangoon.  But  these  were  got  up  under  far 
more  advantageous  circumstances  than  in  1852,  the  year  of  the  first  lootnrp  t^ 
British  soldiers  in  Pegu. 

11  • 
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Yes,  with  all  'their  erudition  and  vast  research,  notwith- 
standing the  immortal  labours  of  Sir  W.  Jones,  Vans  Kennedy, 
Coleman,  Colebrooke,  Remusat,  ^lanupied,  and  a  host  of  others, 
men  will  be  inquiring,  in  a  generation  yet  to  come, — ^Who  was 
Buddha?* 

Mr.  Kincaid,  on  his  return  from  Maulmain,  recovered  but  a 
very  small  portion  of  his  valuable  books  lost  in  the  "  Flight." 
Lexicons  and  dictionaries,  letters  and  manuscripts,  were  no- 
where to  be  found.  This  zealous  missionary  appeared  to  be  a  roan 
of  no  ordinary  stamp,  judging  by  all  we  had  heard  of  him  from 
officers  of  the  Force  and  others.  Having  resided  some  twenty 
years  in  Burma,  he  had  amassed  a  vast  quantity  of  infor- 
mation concerning  the  people  and  the  country.  His  work  of 
prosclytism  had  been  wonderfully  successful.  He  twice  visited 
the  city  of  Ava ;  and  on  one  or  more  occasions  experienced  ill- 
treatment.  If  the  truth  were  known,  we  dare  sav  this  American 
missionary  had  really  been^  like  many  before  him,  and  St.  Paul 
his  great  exemplar,  "  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  the 
city,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness,  in  perils  among  false  brethren/' 
Thinking  seriously  on  the  matter,  there  is  something  to  greatly 
admire  in  those  devoted  men  and  women  who  labour  in  a 
distant  land,  consecrating  their  whole  lives  to  an  obedience  to 
the  Divine  mandate,  published  by  the  Great  Captain  of  our 
Salvation — "  Go  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature  I  '* 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  missionaries  stand  forth  as 
the  pioneers  of  civilisation  in  Burma.  Regarding  the  mis- 
sionary enteq)rise  in  a  political  point  of  view,  two  things  are 
requisite,  above  all  others,  moderation  and  patience  !  With 
these  the  grand  cause  must  flourish — without  them  there  can 


*  How  tnio  it  18,  that  the  very  errors  of  the  human  mind  form  a  part  of  its 
history  !  In  China  tliero  are  three  pystems  of  philosophic  or  religrions  belief 
— Yu,  the  doctrine  of  Confucius;  Foy  or  Buddhism  ;  and  the  sect  of  Taou,  or 
Bationalists.  Buddhism,  "  the  fairest  branch  of  the  religrion  of  India,'*  caUed 
also  Samaneism,  deserves  the  attentive  study  of  every  thinking  man.  Pop 
remarks  on  Gautama  and  Buddhism,  see  "  Rangoon/'  chap.  z.  p.  129. 
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be  no  satisfactory  result.  And,  musing  carefully  over  the  re- 
spective creeds  of  Brahmanism  and  Buddhism,  very  many  may 
be  apt  to  believe  that  the  latter  presents  the  easier  field  for 
missionary  labour ;  and,  consequently,  the  chance  of  success 
must  be  greater.  On  the  plain  Deism  of  the  Karens,  also^ 
we  know  that  missionaries  do  not  find  it  difBcult  to  engraft 
the  valuable  truths  of  Christianity;  whereas,  in  the  dark 
religion  of  Brahmanical  polytheism,  the  difficulties  are  legion^ 
and  terribly  disheartening  to  the  Christian  philanthropist. 

Mr.  Burney^s  father  was  the  well-known  Resident  at  the 
Court  of  Ava,  Colonel  Burney,  who,  when  the  Burmese  Go- 
vernment would  have  a  Resident  no  longer,  was  yet  requested 
by  the  King  to  stay  as  a  friend. 

Captain  Impey,  of  whom  we  briefly  wrote  in  our  first 
Narrative,*  was  now  quietly  residing  at  Bankok,  in  Siam,  under 
the  assumed  name  of  George  Aylmer.  At  first  he  was  reported 
to  be  drilling  the  King  of  Siam's  troops;  but  he  was  really 
there  in  the  peaceful  capacity  of  a  merchant.  The  adven- 
turous Captain  '^  hoped  to  be  appointed  agent  to  the  Singapore 
merchants  at  the  capital  of  Siam.^^ 

From  the  throne  AmarinunnichauMahaistvriyapheman,  great 
improvements  were  now  expected  in  the  government  of  Siam. 
The  policy  of  cxclusiveness  was  said  to  be,  at  length,  aban- 
doned ;  and  the  Siamese  King  had  taken  to  free  trade,  after  a 
fashion,  which  was  as  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  his  kingdom 
as  to  his  own  preservation.  He  had  forbidden  his  own  subjects 
the  use  of  opium,  and  had  made  a  vigorous  effort  to  extend  the 
commerce  of  his  country. 

Regarding  that   curious  people,  the    Karens,t   Deists,  who 


•  Soe  "  Eangoon,"  p.  144. 

t  "  Their  traditions  embodj  remembrances  of  the  creatioiii  the  deluge,  and 
the  promise  of  a  deliverer."  They,  in  fact,  embrace  what  maj  be  styled  th4 
/098%li'^€tl  skcletitns  of  tfu'  faith. 
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occupy  the  various  mountainous  and  dif&cult  tracts  through- 
out Hurma,  Pegu,  the  Tenasserim  coast,  and  parts  of  the  Shan 
and  Siamese  countries,  we  read  that  the  "  second  section  of 
the  great  Karen  tribe,  which  in  Burma  has  embraced  Chris- 
tianity by  themselves,  and  is  rapidly  being  organized  into  a 
nation,  resides  in  Siam  *'  (1852). 

There  is  evidently  a  great  change  operating  in  the  Siamese 
character.  The  pride  of  this  nation  has  been  described  by 
some  author  of  note,  as  so  excessive,  that  the  lowest  Siamese 
considered  himself  superior  to  the  greatest  subject  of  any  other 
nation.  In  their  literature,  as  with  the  Burmese,  they  have 
nothing  to  enforce  upon  them  the  folly  of  extreme  pride. 

In  June,  it  may  be  mentioned,  the  Madras  Artillery  sustained 
a  severe  loss  by  the  death  of  that  excellent  officer,  Major  Hugh 
Montgomery."**^  He  had  distinguished  himself  at  the  capture 
of  the  White  House  Stockade,  and  during  the  advance  on  the 
Great  Pagoda. 

By  the  commencement  of  July,  Rangoon  was  a  flourishing 
town,  with  some  forty  or  fifty  thousand  inhabitants. t  People 
to  be  seen  of  nearly  every  creed,  and  of  every  Asiatic  nation. 
Of  course,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  among  this  numerous 
population  lurked  many  men  of  questionable  character.  There 
was  the  slippery  dacoit,  who  had  come  to  try  his  hand,  perhaps, 
upon  a  conmiissariat  bullock ;  there  was  the  wily  gambler  who 
had  come  to  cheat  those  who  had  money  about  them;  there 
were  Burmese  spies,  who  had  just  dropped  in  to  look  quietly  at 
the  state  of  affairs,  and  see  whether  our  gallant  General  was  on 
the  qui  vive  or  not ;  but  the  majority  consisted  of  those  who 
were  driven  by  hunger  to  flee  from  Burmese  oppression,  and 


'''"!  lumcnlcd  Major  was  brotlier  to  the  late  Sir  lleiiry  Montgomery, 
c.    ior  iiiniiy  years  n  moinber  of  Her  MajoHty's  Iiuliaii  Conucil. 
This  may  not  bo  <iiiitecorn»ct,  an,  in  lSo7,  the  population  of  Hangorm  <lic 
.   w.l.   »vcoc(l  forty  thou Hii ml.     For  1S51    mi*  ab'»rtlv  h^^^or*- «^hr  m-u*    ^--I'v^' 
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who  now  rejoiced  to  live  in  certain  security,  under  British 
protection  !  Was  it  not  for  this,  Providence  sent  us  here  ?  Was 
not  the  Indian  Government  working  out  its  grand  destiny? 
Near  the  beach  was  an  immense  bazaar,  where  fish,  fruit,  meat, 
and  vegetables  were  sold.  The  vendors  were  women,  old  and 
young.  There  were  pine-apples,  plantains,  and  mangoes  in 
abundance,  for  sale  ;  also  pumpkins  and  cucumbers.  The  bek- 
ties  and  mangoe  fish  were,  generally  speaking,  very  inferior  to 
what  we  got  in  India. 

And,  in  addition  to  the  necessaries  of  life,  many  articles 
of  luxury  were  now  procurable  in  Rangoon.  Justice  breathed 
under  the  vigilant  magistracy  of  Captain  Latter  ;  and,  on  the 
whole,  civilisation  here  seemed  in  a  fair  way  of  taking  root. 

From  such  a  point  of  prosperity  in  our  narrative  we  pass  on 
to  the  middle  of  July,  when  the  welcome  intelligence  arrived 
of  the  success  of  an  expedition  of  steamers  which  had  been 
despatched  up  the  Irawady. 

The  fiotilla  was  under  Commander  Tarleton,  B.N.;  and  the 
steamers  employed  were  the  "  Proserpine,'*  "  Pluto,*'  "  Phlege- 
thon,"  "  Medusa,*'  and  "  Mahanuddy." 

Prome  had  been  circumvented ;  the  enemy's  war- boats  had 
been  destroyed,  and  the  Burmese  put  to  flight,  with  the  loss  of 
forty  guns.  "  It  is  all  up  with  the  army,"  said  many.  '*  There 
will  be  no  medal  for  Prome  I  "  said  a  few.  The  wise  said  nothing ; 
although  it  did  certainly  seem  that  James  W^att  had  taken  more 
than  his  share  of  the  glory.  The  question  of  "  Could  not  the 
General  ere  this  have  taken  troops  sufficient  to  Prome  in  the 
steamers  and  rafts  ?  "  or,  "  Could  he  not  have  taken  two  thou- 
sand men,  and  at  once  have  occupied  Prome  on  this  occasion  ?  " 
might  have  been  answered  in  various  ways ;  one  of  them,  per- 
haps, "  It  would  certainly  have  been  impolitic  to  have  denuded 
Rangoon  of  troops,  at  such  a  period  of  the  war,  without  the 
chance  of  immediate  reinforcements."  Another,  "  Why  occupy 
Prome  immediately,  when  the  wishes  of  Government  are  not 
known  on  the  subject  of  annexation 't "  and  another^   "  W^hy 
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should  the  men  be  exposed  at  such  a  season  as  this^  with  the 
chance  of,  on  their  arrival  at  Prome,  finding  all  the  houses 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  the  ancient  boundary  between  Pegu 
and  Burma  utterly  destroyed  ?  ^^ 

The  object  of  the  expedition  to  Burma  was  described  by 
Lord  Derby,  in  the  House  of  Lords,*  as  follows  : — *'  To  strike 
a  blow  against  Rangoon  and  Martaban,  which  by  striking  terror 
into  the  minds  of  the  Burmese,  and  by  showing  the  eflSciency 
of  our  forces,  would  induce  them  to  make  peace  on  terms 
honourable  to  the  British  Government."  Par  more  than  this 
had  been  done.  Bassein  had  been  captured,  and  various  minor 
successes  had  attended  our  arms ;  and  then  the  Burmese  kept 
silence,  while  the  Peguese  seemed  everywhere  to  desire  our 
protection  and  government ;  yet  Peace  did  not  come  from  the 
Court  of  Ava  !  With  the  golden-footed  King,  or  his  vile  and 
dissolute  advisers,  she  did  not  dwell ! 

All  this  would  naturally  tend  to  place  the  British  Commander 
in  a  difScult  position.  Be  this  as  it  may,  many  thought  Com- 
mander Tarleton  had  done  a  very  fine  thing.  The  General,  just 
returned  from  a  tour  of  inspection,  was  astonished  at  the  event 
which  had  humiliated  Prome,  for  a  time. 

The  following  description  of  the  afi^air  was  eventually  de- 
livered by  electric  telegraph  in  Calcutta,  when  the  "Fire 
Queen  "  came  within  telegraphic  range  of  the  City  of  Palaces: — 
"  Prome  was  occupied  on  the  9th  July.  Twenty-two  guns^ 
many  of  large  calibre,  taken  from  the  enemy  by  the  steam 
flotilla  in  the  Irawady,  under  the  command  of  J.  W.  Tarleton^ 
R.N.  Flotilla  attacked  on  the  7th  by  a  strong  force  of  the 
enemy  at  Konongce.  Silenced  enemy's  fire  in  an  hour,  and 
the  steamers  proceeded.  On  the  10th,  fell  in  with  the  rear  of 
General  Bandoola's  army,  and,  after  an  exchange  of  shots,  the 
enemy  fled  in  great  confusion,  leaving  the  General's  state-barge^ 


*  5tli  of  April,  1852. 
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standard^  two  gold  umbrellas^  several  large  war-canoes^  and 
twenty  prisoners  in  our  possession/'  A  few  officers  were 
wounded,*  and,  on  the  whole,  twenty-eight  guns  were  taken ; 
twenty-nine  by  another  account,  and  among  them  one  42 
and  one  54-pounder.  Commander  Tarleton,  we  believe,  went 
through  what  may  be  styled  the  eastern  channel,  passing 
the  Burmese  who  were  drawn  up  in  force,  not  on  the  island, 
but  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  This  movement  almost 
paralyzed  the  enemy ;  and  as  our  steamers  were  returning,  war- 
boats  were  sent  out  to  intercept  their  progress.  Then  com- 
menced the  work  of  destruction  and  capture  which  terminated 
this  brilliant  little  affair.  Strange  enough,  in  almost  deserted 
Prome,  some  inhabitants  who  sought  our  protection  assisted 
the  men  in  finding  the  guns.  A  poor  Peguese  labourer,  on 
being  asked  by  one  of  our  officers  why  he  acted  thus,  replied, 
"  Because  we  are  perishing  under  this  Government ;  no  secu- 
rity for  person,  no  security  for  property.  If  a  man  is  possessed 
of  five  rupees  to-day,  and  it  becomes  known,  he  is  robbed  of  it 
by  the  greedy  authorities  to-morrow.^'  No  person  in  Burma, 
"  ventures  to  exhibit  his  wealth  by  enjoying  it,  for  means  of 
extortion  would  soon  be  used  to  deprive  him  of  it.'' 

The  people  were  fleeced  by  the  governors,  who  were  delegated 
by  the  King  to  rule  over  them  for  a  high  consideration.  And 
of  course  the  chief  object  was  to  drain  the  coffers  of  their 
helpless  charge  by  a  system  of  oppression. 

Could  it  be  otherwise,  than  that  this  people  should  vrish  the 
dynasty  of  Alompra  at  an  end  ?  The  dog  had  had  his  day ;  he 
had  earned  a  bad  name ;  should  we  hang  him  ?  In  an  age  of 
social  progress  and  enlightenment,  all  such  vile  instruments 
of  government  must  be  swept  away.     What  should  such  crea- 


*  According  to  this  report,  Lieatenant  Elliot,  Bl.  M.,  Mr.  J.  Morgan,  assist.' 
8urgeoii,  U.M.S.  ''  Fox/'  Mr.  Hunter,  I.  N.,  and  Mr.  Brayer,  mate,  I.  N. 
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tures  as  these  do  '^  crawling  between  earth  and  heaven  ?  ''*  The 
grand  question  which  now  arose^  was^  '^  Would  it  be  wise  and 
politic  in  our  Government  to  annex  the  country  to  our  eastern 
domain?  ''  We  were  inclined  to  answer  in  the  affirmative. 
It  would^  we  thought^  be  both  wise  and  politic  to  absorb  Burma^ 
and  place  the  worthless  king  on  the  list  of  pensioners.  The 
country  deserves  care  and  trouble;  let  us  dispense  the  bless- 
ings of  security  and  civilisation^  and  ensure  wealth  and  prosperity 
to  a  wide-spread  and  interesting  people^  whose  domestic  morals 
we  may  reform  in  the  course  of  time,  the  vast  and  rich  re- 
sources of  whose  country  we  shall  be  able  to  evolve  for  their 
own  benefit  as  well  as  that  of  mankind  at  large.  The  Burmese 
would  not  require  a  great  effort  to  be  tamed  under  the  paw  of 
the  British  lion,  and  would  form  the  most  formidable  barrier 
between  our  own  and  the  Chinese  Empire.  Another  view  ad- 
vocated the  annexation  of  the  kingdom  of  Pegu  only  to  the 
British  possessions  in  the  East.  This  would  humiliate  the  court 
of  Ava,  by  taking  away  its  best  provinces,  and  would  relieve  the 
Pegucsc  from  tyranny  and  oppression.  And  many  Burmese 
would  soon  come  under  our  protection.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  wai'  numbers  of  Burmese  expatriated  themselves;  they 
availed  themselves  of  a  time  and  opportunity  for  emancipation 
from  tyranny,  flocked  into  the  Tenasserim  Provinces,  ^'aud 
formed  the  nucleus  of  their  future  prosperity." 

The  reader  may  now  naturally  inquire  if  any  jealousy  exists 
between  the  Talaings  and  Burmese?  Not  nearly  so  much  as 
might  be  expected. 

They  are  both  of  the  Tartar  race,t  and  each  has  been  inde- 
pendent in  its  turn  ;  neither  of  them  is  affected  by  caste ;  and 


*  Wntton  in   1852.     Tho  author  must  have  anticipated  the  reig^  of  King 
n.oVto.i  in  1S79.     Humlot'8  remark,  iu  this  caHo,  becomes  more  ntrikiug,  whei 
TV    oi^oidor  that  Mandahiy  is  lield  by  tho  Barmese  to  bf    "»Joi.  f»,/  ngpe^i'di 

intn^e  of  Santamu ! 

I'l.;-  -u   '.^'  '^/v,,!..-^  an  aciBumption  j  the  jKioplo  of  further  India  ai^^  °\"W- 
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excepting  a  little  jealousy  which  exists  between  the  high  phon- 
gyees,  or  rahans  (priests,  or  monks) ,  of  the  Burmese  and  Talaings 
—said  simply  to  have  reference  to  temporal  dignity  and  position^ 
without  a  tendency  to  produce  schism — there  is  not  more  envy 
than  we  observe  every  day  between  any  two  men  of  a  diflFerent 
trade  or  country.  The  question  remains  open  whether  "  the  inde- 
pendent sea- board  power  of  Pegu  or  the  comparatively  land- 
locked kingdom  of  Ava  was  most  likely  to  have  first  received  the 
missionaries  of  Buddhism/'  The  Tenasserim  Provinces  had 
yielded  no  actual  surplus  revenue  to  British  India.  They  had,  on 
the  contrary,  cost  us  a  few  thousands  a  year.  And  why  ?  Because 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war  we  occupied  a  country  which  could 
never  be  made  to  pay  its  expenses.  We  occupied  this  and  the 
swamps  of  Arakan,  while  the  once  glorious  kingdom  of  Pegu 
stretched  out  its  arms  to  receive  us !  The  Tenasserim  Pro- 
vinces had  never  paid  their  expenses ;  but,  says  an  authority^ 
taking  his  own  view  of  the  annexation  question,  *'  This  is  no 
reason  why  the  rich  province  of  Pegu,  with  its  inexhaustible 
forests  of  teak,  its  fertile  soil,  its  noble  rivers,  its  mineral  re- 
sources, and  its  industrious  population,  should  not,  under  the 
impulse  of  improvement — which  we  shall  not  fail  to  impart  to 
it — more  than  cover  the  whole  expense  of  its  occupation.  Nor 
must  we  forget  that  we  secure,  at  the  same  time,  four  or  five 
millions  of  consumers  of  our  manufactures — that  is,  according 
to  the  extent  of  territory  we  may  appropriate — and  open  new 
marts  of  conunerce.^'  Rangoon,  at  no  very  distant  period, 
would  become  the  Liverpool  or  Glasgow  of  further  India.  Im- 
mense traffic  would  naturally  crown  such  an  admirable  com- 
mercial position,  and  the  woods,  grain,  oils  and  minerals  of 
Pegu,  with  its  various  other  commodities,  would  be  diffused 
throughout  the  civilised  world. 

And  why  should  not  this  be  brought  about?  The  entire 
people  of  Southern  Burma  were  seeking  our  rule ;  Rangoon  and 
Kemmendine  were  filled  with  inhabitants ;  and  the  Pcguese, 
according  to  General  Godwin,  "  decidedly  and  ever  our  friends," 
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what  could  we  seek  more?  Or,  it  may  be  better  to  say,  what 
could  we  wish  more,  after  we  had  invested  and  occupied  Prome 
by  British  troops  ?  Such  a  consummation  was,  doubtless,  near 
at  hand.  "  From  Prome  to  the  Aeng  Pass  on  one  side/'  wrote 
an  authority,  ''  and  to  Martaban,  taking  the  Sittang  river  as 
the  boundary  on  the  other,  would  give  us  the  whole  sea-board, 
and  Pegu  in  its  integrity,  whilst  it  would  still  leave  a  noble 
territory  to  the  Court  of  Ava,  larger  than,  for  the  interests  of 
the  people,  it  ought  to  possess/'  So  much  confidence  General 
Godwin  appeared  to  have  in  the  Peguese,  that  he  once  said 
at  Rangoon, ''  if  he  bad  the  authority  to  promise  annexation,  he 
would  levy  a  militia  of  these  fellows,  and  go  with  them  and  a 
portion  of  our  force,  to  Prome  at  once/^ 

The  "  Phlegethon,"  under  Captain  Niblett,  took  a  trip  to 
Donabew  in  May.  No  fortifications  were  found  there,  merely 
the  town,  and  the  remains  of  the  work  destroyed  in  the  last 
war. 

The  General,  Bandoola,  whose  name  has  appeared  while  nar- 
rating the  temporary  capture  of  Prome  by  Commander  Tarle- 
ton,  was  the  son  of  our  gallant  and  determined  enemy  during 
the  last  war,  who  said,  not  long  before  his  death  at  Donabew^ 
that  the  English  did  not  know  how  to  fight  I  The  report  for 
some  time  had  been  rife  at  Rangoon  that  Bandoola  junior  was 
coming  down  to  make  a  grand  stand.  He  had  forty  thou- 
sand of  the  King  of  Ava's  chosen  troops  with  him,  goodly 
men  and  true. 

Probably  the  Golden  Foot  thought  that  the  name  of  Ban- 
doola would  act  like  magic  on  the  people.  Such  is  well  enough 
in  Europe,  perhaps,  but  it  will  not  do  in  Asiatic  countries. 
The  master-mind  was  wanting.  Bandoola  proved  himself,  on 
t>ie  occasion  referred  to,  to  be  a  disgrace  to  his  father's  name ; 
■le  fled  bodily,  probably  to  drown  his  misfortune  in  dissipation^ 
T^  -vliioh,  report  said,  the  would-be  Bandoola  the  Great  ^i?*- 
-'  Y  much  addicted. 

irn»f  Uritaip  in  the  East — particularly  at  this  time — »i)Tv>a»'«*n 
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to  be  working  out  a  grand  destiny.  Providence  seemed  to  have 
ordained  that  she  should  "go  forth  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer." To  advance  is  life —  to  retire  is  death.  Such  assurances 
ably  cheer  the  onward  march  of  civilisation. 

To  review  the  affairs  of  a  mighty  Government  there  must  be 
no  prejudice,  no  party  feelings  of  revenge ;  there  must  be  am- 
plitude of  comprehension  and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
subject.  Without  these,  a  fair  and  candid  judgment  can  never 
be  passed  on  civil  or  military  affairs.  Thoughts  like  these  were 
apt  to  crowd  upon  the  mind  at  a  time  when  India  was  about  to 
occupy  a  greater  share  of  public  attention  than  ever ;  at  a  time 
when  a  natural  desire  existed  among  so  many  that  justice  might 
be  done  to  India,  and  to  the  Honourable  East  India  Company. 
It  was  highly  pleasing  to  read  the  speech  delivered  by  the  First 
Minister  of  the  Crown  (the  Earl  of  Derby)  on  Friday,  the  &nd 
of  April.  Justice  was  then  done  to  the  Company,  which, ''  from 
an  humble  origin,  established  in  a  comparatively  short  period, 
the  mightiest  empire  under  the  sun,  redeeming  any  errors  of 
rapacity  and  lust  in  its  early  stages  by  the  wise  government 
and  enlightened  humanity  by  which,  in  later  times,  it  had 
achieved  a  dominion  absolute  and  uncontrolled,  whether  by 
the  direct  exercise  of  its  authority,  or  by  an  influence  not  less 
absolute  than  actual  authority,  over  a  district  of  country  ex- 
tending from  Cape  Comorin  on  the  south,  to  the  borders  of 
Burma,  of  Cashmere,  Cabul,  and  Afghanistan  on  the  norths 
and  embracing,  I  think,  something  like  28°  of  latitude  (cheers) ; 
a  vast  district  inhabited  by  a  population  which  I  believe  I  am 
within  the  mark  when  I  set  down  at  150,000,000  exer- 
cising its  authority  over  a  population  of  various  races,  and  of 
various  religions,  who  have  been  often  in  hostility  to  each  other, 
but  who  now,  conquerors  and  conquered,  agree  to  submit  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  comparatively  small  body  of  Europeans ; 
a  Company  which  has  secured  its  power,  not  so  much  by  the 
sword  as  by  the  wisdom  of  its  councillors ;  which  has  seen  suc- 
cumb to  it,  one  after    another,  the  mightiest  monarchies  of 
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India^  and  which,  without  any  attempt  at  conquest — nay, 
contrary  to  its  wisli — has  seen  the  populations  of  those  monar- 
chies gradually  freeing  themselves,  under  the  protection  of  its 
authority.  It  was  not  less  extraordinary  that  this  vast  empire 
should  be  maintained  by  an  army  of  285,000  men,  composed 
mainly  of  natives,  every  variety  of  religion  and  grades,  equally 
loyal  to  their  conquerors.  It  was  a  task  of  magnitude  to 
investigate  the  machinery  by  which  this  great  territory  was 
superintended.^' 

With  reference,  again,  to  the  grand  question,  whether  Prome, 
or  Aniarapiira,  would  be  on  the  northern  boundary  of  our  grasp, 
a  highly  intelligent  officer  wrote,  "  Why,  here  is  a  country,  the 
conquest  of  which  would  cost  comparatively  a  small  outlay  of 
men  and  money,  of  much  greater  value  to  us  than  the  Punjab, 
as  a  maritime  and  commercial  people,  from  its  geographical 
superiority  and  advantages,  to  say  nothing  of  its  productions 
which  are  of  the  most  remarkable  kind.''  Thus  was  the  matter 
looked  upon  in  the  light  of  a  commercial  necessity. 

Some  talked  of  Ava  and  Prome  making  "  convenient  appen- 
dages "  to  Calcutta,  "rounding  off"  our  possessions  in  the 
East.  And  once  having  moved  inland,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
stop  short  of  the  Sea  of  China.*  "  No  fear  of  our  Empire,'' 
said  a  bold  son  of  Progress,  "  falling  to  pieces  from  its  own 
size,  were  it  extended  from  the  Caspian  to  the  Wall  of  China, 
so  lanff  as  the  country  is  rich  enough  to  meet  its  own  charges, 
and  is  possessed  of  a  defensible  frontier." 

Including  Arakan,  the  Burmese  Empire  was  stated,  many 
years  ago,  to  contain  seventeen  millions  of  souls. f     The  popu- 

•  "  The  peniiiBTilnr  is  scarcoly  a  thousand  miles  across,  and  is  penetrated  by 
noble  rivers,  from  north  to  south  and  from  east  to  west — and  we  could  adyance 
from  botli  shores  were  we  so  inclined." 

t  Colcmcl  Symes  estimated  the  total  number  at  seventeen  millions,  while 
Captain  Cox,  who  succeeded  him  as  ambassador,  does  not  go  beyond  eight 
millions;  but  from  subsequent  infonnation  collected  by  Captain  Canning,  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  even  this  last  number  greatly  exceeded  the  truth. 
In  1809  the  country  appeared  half  depopulated. 
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lation  has  since  very  much  decreased.  Should  we  become 
eventually  possessed  of  the  inheritance  of  the  House  of  Alom- 
pra,  the  Indian  Government  would  exercise  authority  over 
little  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  human  family  ! 

On  Tuesday,  the  27th  of  July,  the  Governor- General  of 
India  arrived  at  Rangoon,  in  'the  Company's  steam-frigate 
''  Feroze/' 

Welcome  intelligence,  at  the  same  time,  came  from  England 
that  the  fall  of  Rangoon  and  Martaban  had  drawn  forth  a 
feeling  of  imqualified  admiration  of  the  skill  and  courage  of 
our  troops.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  river.  General  God- 
win and  Commodore  Lambert  paid  Lord  Dalhousie  a  visit. 
The  weather  was  by  no  means  auspicious  for  such  an  important 
event  as  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  the  IndianGovemment  on  these 
shores.  The  day  was  rainy,  and  dark,  and  dreary-looking,  as  if  it 
were  determined  to  repel  the  message  of  light  to  Burma.  But, 
as  usual  at  this  season,  it  cleared  up  in  the  afternoon;  and 
everything  around  seemed  bright  and  beautiful.  Next  morn- 
ing there  was  a  grand  parade,  in  honour  of  the  Governor- 
General;  the  time  he  had  appointed  for  landing  was  7  o'clock. 
Punctual,  as  usual,  the  noble  Marquis  landed ;  and,  entering 
the  stockade,  passed  through  the  street,  lined  with  troops,  to 
the  south  gate  of  the  Great  Pagoda.  H.  M.'s  18th  Royal  Irish 
furnished  the  guard  of  honour  below,  and  the  Artillery,  of 
course,  furnished  its  guard  of  honour*  above,  on  the  upper 
terrace.  What  with  the  various  salutes — the  shipping  having 
thundered  away  in  the  river,  and  the  Artillery  on  the  upper 
terrace — and  the  general  excitement,  there  was  a  temporary 
relief  from  our  rather  monotonous  life  at  Rangoon.  Music, 
too,  welcome  music,  was  now  to  be  heard.  The  Governor- 
General  was  accompanied  on  his  visit  by  Major  Banks,  acting 
as  Military  Secretary, t  Mr.  Charles  Allen,  Foreign  Secretary, 


•  Under  Captain  Cooke,  Madras  Artillery. 

t  This  prallant  officer  afterwards  fell  at  the  IResidency  during  the  siege  of 
Lucknow  (1857). 
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his  Aides-de-camp,  Sir  Edward  Campbell,  Captain  lyOyley, 
and  others.  He  was  received,  on  reaching  the  base  of  the 
Great  Pagoda,  by  Colonel  Foord,  the  Artillery  Commandant^ 
who  introduced  Major  Back  and  Brigade-Major  Scott  to  his 
lordship. 

The  illustrious  party  wandered  round  the  Temple,  of  course 
wondering  and  admiring.  ^'  I  am  astonished  how  your  men 
got  in  here,  with  such  defences ! "  remarked  the  Governor- 
General,  who  was  also  pleased  to  express  his  high  approbation 
of  the  soldier-like  appearance  of  the  Artillery  guard  of  honour. 
The  quaint-looking  houses  of  some  of  the  oflScers,  on  the  upper 
terrace,  must  have  excited  the  attention  of  the  strange  party ; 
nor  could  they  have  been  less  astonished  at  the  bells,  huge^ 
and  now  dumb,  monsters  of  sound ;  they  also  enjoyed  a  splendid 
view  of  the  country  and  river  from  the  parapets. 

While  the  Governor-General  was  residing  at  Rangoon,  of 
course  the  curiosity  of  every  one  was  excited  to  the  utmost. 
"What  was  going  to  be  done  ?  Would  there  be  now  an  imme- 
diate advance  on  Prome,  to  follow  up  the  recent  successful 
achievement?  If  so,  immediate  annexation  would  doubtless 
follow. 

On  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  a  force  was  to  be  sent 
through  the  Aeng  Pass  into  the  basin  of  the  Irawady,  to  cut 
oflF  all  communication  between  Ava  and  Prome.  A  force  would 
also  proceed  from  Martaban  up  the  Sittang  river;  and  the 
principal  force  would  start  from  Rangoon  in  the  steamers.  There 
would  be  no  bullocks  to  destroy  the  eflSciency  of  the  Artillery, 
and  delay  the  army  in  its  onward  progress.  The  rivers  in 
October  and  November  would  have  water  sufficient  for  steamers 
of  considerable  size  to  proceed  up  with  perfect  safety.  "There 
were  steamers  enough  to  take  an  array  to  Ava,  without  wetting 
the  sole  of  a  man's  foot."  Such  lively  remarks  became  current 
during  the  stay  of  the  Governor- General  at  Rangoon. 

"Rut,  with  regard  to  marching,  no  one  could  pretend  to  give 
«.«  -»,./»t  op^Tiion  ap  +o  tl>e  inten^'^^ns  of  GeuPTal  Godwin     ^'' 
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conquer  a  country  thoroughly  you  must  march  through  itj 
there  must  be  no  rebels  hanging  on  your  rear.  This  is  a 
general  view  of  the  custom  of  war.  With  a  river  possessing 
such  capabilities  as  the  Irawady^  much  steaming^  however,  to 
save  marching  through  an  injurious  and  swampy  soil,  one  would 
imagine  to  have  every  chance  of  greatly  facilitating  the  opera- 
tions, and  of  bringing  the  campaign  to  a  brilliant  and  glorious 
termination.  To  use  the  steamers  as  much  as  possible  may 
have  been  the  intention  of  our  gallant  General.  The  "  Pluto/' 
in  July,  anchored  off  Prome,  in  eight  fathoms  water.  Cox  and 
Crawfurd  both  mention  that  the  rise  of  the  Irawady  at  Prome 
is  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet,  and  that  large  vessels*  have 
been  built  there. 

Our  steamers  gave  us  the  entire  command  of  the  Irawady 
below  Prome — "  in  fact,  of  the  whole  of  the  Lower  Provinces.'' 
Steam  would  soon  render  Pegu  truly  British  in  character;  and^ 
with  its  auxiliary,  the  Press,  it  might  form  the  nucleus  of 
civilisation  in  a  new  land,  which  would  be  sure  to  flourish 
under  a  vrise  and  liberal  Government.  After  holding  a  levee 
the  Governor-General  left  Rangoon  on  Sunday,  the  Ist  of 
August,  much  pleased  with  his  visit.  It  was  believed  he  waited 
instructions  from  England,  which  could  not  be  received  before 
the  end  of  September ;  so,  on  the  great  question,  we  were  left 
in  the  dark  as  much  as  ever.  It  was  not  decided  on  whether 
we  should  take  the  entire  Burmese  Empire,  or  simply  unite  the 
two  disjointed  provinces  of  Arakan  and  Maulmain,  by  annexing 
the  intermediate  delta  of  the  Irawady. 

And  now,  to  close  this  portion  of  our  narrative,  Rangoon 
was  flourishing  beyond  all  possibility  of  conception.  In  the 
flrst  war  Rangoon  had  but  few  tenants.  It  was  peopled  chiefly 
by  the  army  and  its  followers.  When  we  landed  in  April  (1852) 
the  town  was  almost  deserted.     The  case  soon  became  entirely 


*  Of  from  three  hondred  to  fiye  hundred  torn  burthen. 
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changed;  the  people  placed  confidence  in  us,  and  rushed  to 
seek  our  protection.  This  time  it  was  not  probable  that  can- 
ning  Burmese  diplomacy  would  be  allowed  to  have  a  hand  in 
the  business.  There  would  be  no  time  for  an  interchange  of 
civilities,  or  other  ''  airy  nothings/' 

Looking  with  a  sort  of  prophetic  eye  into  coming  events^  we 
remarked  : — ^The  Burmese  are  crafty ;  but  the  British  are 
earnest  in  a  good  cause.  There  will  be  no  Dr.  Jonathan  Pricey 
excellent  man  as  he  was^  rushing  backwards  and  forwards  to 
Ava^  bringing  doubtful  intelligence^  as  well  as  bad  rupees,  and 
only  a  portion  of  the  treasure  at  a  time.  There  will  be  no  de- 
putations to  the  Kiug^  to  present  gifts  of  State.  When  we  get 
to  Prorae,  or  beyond  it,  trifling  must  cease.  There  will  be 
much  business  of  vast  importance  to  transact ;  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  of  its  being  transacted  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable  to  the  Government  of  British  India.* 

The  following  is  Lord  Dalhousie's  concise  and  elegant  fare- 
well gift  to  the  force  at  Rangoon : — 

"  The  Major-Gencralt  commanding,  has  the  highest  gratifi- 
cation in  publishing  to  the  troops  the  following  Genera]  Order 
by  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  of  India : — 

"  Rangoon,  lat  August  1862. 

''The  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  of  India  cannot 
forego  the  opportunity  which  is  afforded  to  him  by  his  visit  to 
Rangoon,^  for  again  offering  the  combined  force  his  most 
cordial  acknowledgment  of  the  valuable  and  distinguished 
services   they  have  rendered  here.      The    gratification    which 


*  It  was  Bfiid,  that  when  roinforcement^  arrived  from  Bengal  and  lladras, 
General  Grodwin'a  army  would  number  about  oiglitocn  thousand  men.  At  no 
period  of  the  war  were  there  so  many  tn)op8  in  Burma. 

t  By  a  recent  order,  the  Brovot  Lieutcnnnt-Gcneral  was  in  several  cases 
cancelled,  and  our  gallant  Commander  was  among  them. 

X  The  next  important  visit  to  this  rising  commercial  city  in  Chin-India  was 
that  of  the  much  loved  and  nfter^'ards  lamented  Earl  of  Mayo,  in  Jannary 
1870,  when  Colon ol  Fytcho  was  Chief  Commissioner. 
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the  Governor-General  experiences  in  thus  congratulating  the 
force  on  its  success  in  the  fields  is  greatly  enhanced  by  his 
being  able  to  add  the  expression  of  his  unqualified  approbation 
of  its  conduct  in  quarters. 

'^  In  every  branch,  whether  Naval  or  Military,  European  or 
Native,  the  force  has  exhibited  an  orderly  conduct  and  in- 
offensive demeanour  towards  the  people  of  the  country,  and  a 
spirit  of  sound  discipline,  which  are  as  truly  honourable  to  its 
character  as  the  high  distinction  it  has  won  in  battle. 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  future  course  of  this  service,  what- 
ever may  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  this  country,  the  Governor- 
General  has  the  proud  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  the  people 
of  Burma  will  hereafter  associate  with  the  presence  of  a  British 
force  among  them  no  other  recollections  than  those  of  its 
irresistible  bravery  in  the  field,  of  its  order,  forbearance,  and 
obedience  in  the  camp. 

"  (By  command) 
(Signed)         "  J.  S.  Banks, 

'^  Assistant  Military  Secretary 
to  the  Govemor-Qoneral/* 


The  following  account  of  Lord  Dalhousie's  reception  of,  and 
conversation  with,  the  missionaries,  firom  the  graphic  pen  of 
Mr.  Kincaid,  is  of  too  interesting  a  nature  to  be  omitted  firom 
this  narrative : — 

''  Rangoon,  Aug.  8,  1862. 

'^  In  my  last,  I  mentioned  that  Lord  Dalhousie  and  suite 
were  here.  The  day  after  his  arrival  one  of  his  secretaries 
called  on  me  and  spent  more  than  an  hour,  asking  a  great 
number  of  questions  relative  to  the  Government,  &c.  of  Burma. 
On  Saturday  last,  before  he  left,  a  line  from  one  of  his  aides- 
de-camp  informed  me  that  the  Governor- General  would  see  me 
and  my  associates  at  3  o^clock.  I  went  accordingly  with 
Mr.  Vinton  and  Dr.  Dawson. 

12  ♦ 
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''His  lordship  received  us  in  the  kindest  manner^  and  at 
once  began  conversing  on  Burman  affairs  in  a  way  that  in- 
dicated great  familiarity  with  the  subject.  He  inquired  about 
the  three  races  of  Karens^  Talaings^  and  Burmans,  the  pecu- 
liarities of  each^  the  number  of  native  Christians^  whether  the 
Government  made  no  distinction  between  us  and  British  sub- 
jects^ whether  I  was  acquainted  with  the  present  King^  who 
were  the  leading  spirits  in  the  court  of  Ava^  and  what  were 
the  feelings  of  the  people  towards  the  English  ?  He  asked  my 
opinion  of  the  late  Viceroy,  whether  he  came  down  with  peace- 
ful or  with  hostile  intentions.  To  this  last  I  replied^  *  Hostile, 
no  doubt.' 

" '  How,  then,'  he  inquired, '  do  you  account  for  the  pacific 
tone  of  the  King's  letter  to  me  ? ' 

'' '  It  was  to  .blind  Commodore  Lambert,  and  give  the  Viceroy 
time  to  prepare  for  resistance.' " 

This  interesting  conversation,  in  its  entirety,  will  be  found 
in  Mrs.  Wyllie's  work,*  the  eighth  chapter  of  which — ^the 
"  Annexation  of  Pegu  " — is  a  very  interesting  one,  and  which 
may  with  advantage  be  referred  to.  With  regard  to  annexation 
and  ^'  the  well-being  or  otherwise  of  unborn  millions  depending 
very  mucli  on  his  decision,"  Lord  Dalhousie  said,  "I  feel  it; 
those  who  have  not  the  responsibility  may  act  hastily.     I  hats 

COME    TO   A    DECISION    AFTER    LONG  AND  CAREFUL  EXAM  I  NATION  •'' 

On  taking  leave,  his  lordship  said  to  the  missionaries — '^  We 
may  meet  again !  " 

And  thus  the  great  Pro-consul  courteously  and  gracefully 
closed  his  first  visit  to  Rangoon. 

•  Th    "  Gospel  in  Burma,  1869." 
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FROM  THE  ADVANCE  ON  PROME,  TO  THE 
ENTIRE  CONQUEST  OF  PEGU. 


CHAPTER    I. 

THE  ADVANCE  ON  PBOME.— CAPTURE  AND  OCCUPATION 

OP  PEGU. 

Few  events  in  Indian  military  history  gave  rise  to  so  many 
remarks^  grave^  gay^  lively^  and  severe^  as  General  Godwin's 
advance  on,  and  capture  of^  Prome.  Some  of  the  Indian 
journals  almost  exhausted  their  wit  on  the  subject.  That  five 
octavo  pages  of  a  Gazette  should  have  been  occupied  in  de- 
tailing an  engagement]  in  which  only  one  man  was  killed  and 
a  few  wounded^  was^  in  the  opinion  of  one  of  them^  quite  dis- 
similar to  the  '^  Veni,  vidi,  vici/*  of  the  great  Caesar.  And 
again^  the  same  writer  held  that  Nelson's  idea  of  having  one 
day  a  Gazette  ''  all  to  himself/'  was  not  '^  associated  with  such 
cheap  results  as  the  capture  of  Prome  by  the  Army  of  Burma." 
It  does  certainly  provoke  a  smile^  while  reading  the  graphic 
narratives  by  the  Commodore  and  General^  as  set  forth  in  their 
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Despatches,*  pondering  over  the  naval  and  military  exploits, 
and  the  grand  result.  But  we  are  a  strange  people  in  this 
respect.  Had  there  been  in  human  life  a  large  "  butcher's 
bill/'  there  would  have  been  more  praise  and  less  wit  bestowed 
on  the  operations ;  so,  however  brilliant  the  wit  may  be  on 
such  occasions,  the  expression  of  it  certainly  does  not  say 
much  in  favour  of  British  humanity.  Looking  at  this  failing 
in  a  purely  professional  point  of  view,  it  appears  absurd  in  the 
extreme ;  since  every  one  knows  that  it  is  the  consummate  art 
of  war  to  do  as  much  as  possible  with  quickness,  decision, 
and  effect,  at  a  small  cost  of  life  among  the  troops  employed. 
Writing  a  few  pages  about  doing  the  thing  does  not  then 
become  such  a  great  crime  after  all ;  and  no  doubt  the  General 
as  well  as  the  Commodore  were  perfectly  satisfied  on  this 
point. 

Before  briefly  narrating  the  advance,  with  the  view  of  giving 
a  sort  of  continuous  chain  to  the  abstract  of  a  separate  narrative, 
a  few  events  in  August  and  September  may  be  noted,  with  some 
remarks  of  general  interest. 

Rangoon,  Martaban,t  and  Bassein  were  now  in  our  possession, 
to  the  infinite  delight  of  the  Peguese,  or  former  lords  of  Burma. 
The  Irawady,  that  noble  highway,  or  rather  grand  artery  of 
the  country,  was  in  our  hands,  which  had  enabled  us  for  some 
time  to  cut  oflF  the  enemy's  resources. 

The  Bay  of  Bengal  continued  to  keep  up  an  animated  scene, 
and  its  billows  rolled  fresher  than  ever,  as  if  they  shared  the  joy 
of  the  Irawady,  while  steamers  and  transports  dashed  across  its 
blue  waters  with  brave  reinforcements  for  the  '^  Army  of  Ava." 
Who  could  deny  that  such  vigour  was  highly  creditable  to  the 
Indian  Government  ?  that  such  energy  and  such  resources  did 


If 


*  See  Appendix  No.  V.,  in  "  Fega ;  a  Narrative.' 

f  For  more  information  regarding  the  attack  on  Martaban,  see  ''Beflro, 
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infinite  honour  to  our  Indian  Empire,  which,  although  not  a 
century  since  Clive  won  Plassey,  was  now  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration of  the  world.  But  in  the  face  of  this  hard-won  glory 
there  were  still  some  good  people  in  England — among  them 
those  who  loved  above  all  things  to  make  a  public  ^'show'' 
— who,  as  the  great  advocates  of  Free  Trade  put  it,  saw  or 
read  of  ^^  nothing  but  growth,^'  and  for  the  most  part  talked 
of  '^  nothing  but  decay ''  I 

Among  those  who  looked  back  with  pride  to  the  day  they 
entered  the  old  Company^s  service,  not  the  least  important  were 
the  members  of  that  army  which, "  originating  in  a  few  gunners' 
crews  and  factory  guards,  had,  in  the  course  of  not  quite  two 
centuries,  swollen  to  that  gigantic  and  well-disciplined  host 
known  as  the  Company's  Army/'* 

This  army  had  again  sent  forth  a  gallant  portion  of  its 
sons  on  another  grand  enterprise,  as  pioneers  to  clear  the  way 
for  justice  and  civilisation. 

In  the  middle  of  August,  the  1st  Madras  Native  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Goldsworthy,  reached  Maulmain,  as  the  garrison 
there  was  sadly  in  want  of  reinforcement.  It  was  truly  con- 
sidered that  no  little  responsibility  was  attached  to  guarding  a 
town,  some  three  or  four  miles  long,  with  cantonments,  arsenal, 
and  magazine.  This  important  capital  of  the  Tenasserim 
Province^ — so  famous  for  its  teak  and  timber  tradef — is  about 
thirty-seven  miles  ifrom  the  sea.  Martaban  is  on  the  right  or 
north  bank  of  the  Salween  river,  nearly  opposite  Maulmain. 

We  now  return  to  Rangoon,  where  an  attack  was  made,  on 
the  night  of  the  14th,  on  the  quiet  village  of  Puzendoun — 
lit,,  in  Burmese,  '^  the  shrimp  district '' — ^under  our  very  eyes. 
The  chief  object  of  attack  was  a  house  occupied  by  the  ex- 
Go  vcmor  of  Pegu ;  and  the  attacking  party  consisted  of  fifly 


•  "  Begbie's  Services  of  the  Madras  Artillexy." 

t  For  capabilities  of  Maabnain  as  a  building  yard    for  men-of-war,  see 
"  Pegu,"  p.  80. 
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Burmese  soldiers.  Of  course^  their  design  was  to  carry  him 
oflF;  but  the  enemy  were  vigorously  repulsed^  the  ex-Grovemor 
having  fought  bravely  with  his  small  bandj  defending  himself 
in  a  manner^  although  severely  wounded^  worthy  of  the  beat 
days  of  Pegu  chivalry. 

The  Burmese  at  Prome^  it  was  affirmed,  were  now  employed 
on  an  extensive  stockade,  or  breastwork,  in  a  commanding  po- 
sition, beyond  the  fire  of  the  steamers.  From  ten  thousand  to 
fifteen  thousand  men  were  reported  to  be  in  and  about  Prome. 
There  were  seven  thousand  at  Pegu,  with  a  large  body  of 
Cassay  (Munnipoor)  horse ;  armed  outposts  between  Pegu  and 
Rangoon ;  and  a  large  force  at  Beling,  near  Martaban.  Ava 
was  said  to  be  filled  with  guns ;  and  there  were  the  two  fierce 
brigades,  headed  by  a  Picton  and  an  Uxbridge  of  the  Burmese 
army,  styled  the  Invulnerables  and  the  Invincibles,  who  were 
certainly  to  cut  all  the  English  to  pieces  1  The  Burmese  were 
not  going  to  await  attack ;  but  they  determined  to  attack  us 
when  the  rains  abated.  There  were  accounts  from  the  steamers 
up  the  river  that  Bandoola  with  the  various  expelled  Woons, 
or  ex-Governors,  remained  at  Prome.  The  Dalla  Woon  sent  a 
communication  to  Commander  Tarleton  proposing  a  conference 
on  the  subject  of  the  war.  Tarleton  replied,  "  that  he  had  no 
power  to  entertain  the  subject,  but  that  if  the  Dalla  Woon 
was  duly  authorised,  he  would  guarantee  him  safe  conduct  to 
Rangoon  in  one  of  the  steamers.''  The  Woon  did  not  accede 
to  this  proposal,  but  wished  to  know  whether,  in  the  event  of 
his  communicating  with  the  Commodore,  we  would  remain 
below  Prome  till  matters  might  be  settled.  This  ruse  was  so 
transparent  as  to  indicate  but  an  indifiercnt  opinion  of  our 
penetration.  His  Dalla  Woonship  was  informed  in  reply  that 
nothing  short  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  nations 
Yould  stay  our  proceedings.  The  Woon  would  not  trust  him- 
*^1^  to  the  mercy  of  the  British  General.  At  Ava  his  head 
"lid  surely  have  gone  for  losing  Dalla.     But  in  such  a  case 
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diplomacy  and  cunning !  However,  the  nation  that  produced 
Lord  Palmerston  could  hardly  have  been  defeated  by  the  tact 
of  a  Burmese  Woon. 

At  the  end  of  August,  war-steamers  were  despatched  from 
Rangoon  to  Madras,  to  bring  troops  for  the  approaching  cam- 
paign. The  Commodore  had  utilised  the  little  passenger-steamer 
^'Fire  Queen/'  mounted  her  with  some  12-pounders,  and 
made  a  man-of-war  of  her.  Captain  Keighly,  49th  Madras 
Native  Infantry,  and  Mr.  Chisholm — the  former  from  Martaban 
and  the  latter  from  Maulmain — were  also  engaged  in  the  pre- 
paration of  a  flotilla  of  boats  for  the  conveyance  of  stores  and 
baggage  in  the  movement  upwards.  At  Rangoon,  too,  the 
Artillery  were  usefully  employed  in  attempting  to  effect  a 
breach  in  a  flank  of  the  west  face  of  the  great  stockade  with 
two  24-pounders  and  two  8-inch  howitzers,  at  ranges  of  from 
four  hundred  to  six  himdred  yards.  But  it  was  found  perfectly 
useless  to  attempt  the  breaching  with  such  pieces  in  any  reason- 
able time.*  We  carefully  examined  the  construction  of  the  dense, 
tough,  timber  wall,  which,  though  lacking  the  beauty  of  a  work 
issued  from  the  hand  of  a  Vauban  or  a  Cormontaigne,  never- 
theless had  been  raised  on  simply  natural  principles  of  sur- 
passing strength.  With  two  hundred  pounds  of  powder,  or 
even  with  one  hundred  pounds,  you  can  occasionally  effect  a 
fair  breach  in  a  strong  part  of  a  stockade.  Engineers  and  Ar- 
tillery are  well  acquainted  with  how  to  effect  this  often  difli- 
cult  and  sometimes  dangerous  operation. 

The  boats  of  the  Hon.  Company's  steam-frigate  ''  Zenobia '' 
were  now  doing  some  useful  service  about  thirty  miles  above 
Martaban,  reconnoitring  various  positions  preparatory  to  an 
advance.  They  were  frequently  fired  on  by  the  determined 
enemy.  The  boats  returned  early  in  September  to  Maulmain, 
officers  and  men  having  suffered  much  from  fatigue  and  ex- 


•  See  "  Pegu,"  p.  21. 
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posure.  In  this  expedition,  Mr.  Bondville^  witli  tliree  boats  of 
the  river  police,  also  joined^  and  gave  great  assistance.  Eigh- 
teen canoes  were  captured  in  all.  On  the  1st  of  July  the 
Queen  had  prorogued  Parliament  in  person,  when  Her  Majesty^ 
for  the  first  time  in  her  reign,  was  pleased  to  allude  to  Burma. 
There  had  been  "  an  interruption  of  friendly  relations  *'  with 
the  King  of  Ava.  The  "  promptness  and  vigour  *'  of  the 
Governor-General  of  India  received  ''  entire  approbation " ; 
and  the  valour  ''  and  discipline  "  of  all  ^'  the  naval  and  military 
forces,  European  and  ludian,^^  were  causes  of  just  satisfaction^ 
having  led  to  "  signal  successes,''  which,  it  was  to  be  hoped^ 
would  lead  ^^  to  an  early  and  honourable  peace.'* 

Our  English  Cicero,  Lord  Derby,  had  said  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  5th  of  April,  with  reference  to  the  coming  ope- 
rations,— "  If  these  steps  "  (striking  a  blow  against  Rangoon 
and  Martaban)  ^^  should  not  be  sufficient  before  the  rainy 
season  to  induce  the  Burmese  authorities  to  tender  their  sub- 
mission and  to  enter  into  terms  of  peace^  then  it  will  be  for  the 
Governor-General  to  consider  what  steps  it  will  be  his  duty 
to  take  in  the  arduous  struggle  which  will  be  forced  upon 
him."* 

On  the  same  date  (1852),  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  Burmese  war  might 
prove  "  more  serious  than  we  contemplated."  Is  it  not  so 
with  nearly  every  war  engaged  in  by  any  nation  ?  The  un- 
certainty of  the  issues  of  war  is  proverbial ;  and  none  knew  this 
better  than  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington.f  ''  In  the  last  war 
with  Ava,"  said  his  lordship,  "  we  employed  no  less  than  forty 
thousand  men,"  but  he  doubted  whether  *^in  the  end  ten 
thousand  were  left  fit  for  duty."     But  the  noble  Earl  wisely 


*  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  **  Army  of  Ava/'  Bee  "  Pegu,"  chap,  iv 
88. 
'a#»o  pi'g  Gr'uy(^*t>  ^<Axnai*^Q  or  the  war  at  the  end  of  this  Ab«twiot 
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admitted  that  we  had  undoubtedly  '^  some  advantages  now  we 
did  not  possess  then/' 

Early  in  September  we  became  aware  that  there  was  an 
''  inadvertent  omission/'  regarding  the  9th  Madras  Native  In- 
fantry, in  General  Godwin's  despatch  published  after  the  capture 
of  Bassein.  When  the  orders  for  immediate  landing  were  given, 
the  gallant  party  of  H.  M/s  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.  were  followed  in  a 
boat  from  the  "MoozuflFer''  {musdfir  (Arabic)/' traveller'')  carry- 
ing some  seventy  grenadier  and  D  company  men  of  the  9th 
Regiment.  The  soldiers  and  sepoys,  say  four  hundred  and 
thirty,  were  formed  up  close  to  the  river's  edge,  about  eighty 
yards  from  the  stockades  which  were  manned  by  numbers  of 
the  enemy.  No  sooner  had  the  *'  Hurrah ! "  of  the  British 
soldiers,  and  the  '^  Deen,  deen !  "*  of  the  Madras  sepoys  rent  the 
air,  than  the  Burmese  became  discomfited,  and  fled  ''  like  chafE 
before  the  wind."  The  original  writer  of  this  brave  conduct 
of  the  9th  did  not  think  our  gallant  General  a  master  in  the 
art  of  despatch  writing,  but  asserted  that  our  Chief  had  con- 
ducted the  campaign  hitherto  ^'  with  a  talent  and  energy  worthy 
of  a  Soult."  Whatever  may  have  been  said  of  the  General's 
style,  in  conciseness  of  expression  he  was  not  to  be  excelled  when 
he  chose,  as  many  oflScers  who  served  with  him  will,  doubtless, 
recollect.  There  was  a  good  anecdote  of  him  during  the  war, 
for  the  exact  truth  of  which  we  will  not  vouch;  but  his  ex- 
pression, which  makes  the  pith  of  it,  is  certainly  true.  Two 
rather  "  fast "  medical  functionaries  arrived  at  Rangoon  from 
Calcutta,  at  a  time  when,  after  the  capture  and  during  much 
cholera,  medical  aid  was  in  great  demand.  It  was  reported  that 
these  two  worthies  were  seldom  sober.  We  were  too  busy  for 
courts-martial  in  such  cases ;  but  the  following  order  soon  ap- 
peared from  the  General.  "  The  undermentioned  pair  "  (*'  brace/* 
some  said)  '^  of  Chronic  Inebriates  will  return  to  Calcutta  forth- 


*  Literally  '*  the  Faith/'  used  by  MnsBulmaiui ;  equivalent  to  calling  on 
Allah  (God). 
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forthwith^  per  steamer^  and  report  themselyes  to  the  Town  Migor, 
Fort  WiUiam/' 

It  may  interest  some  to  learn  tliat  the  transports^  of  aboat 
four  or j  five  hundred  tons,  employed  by  the  Gtovemment  at  Ban- 
goon  as  store-ships,  or  stationed  with  the  army  on  the  Irawady, 
were  paid  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  rupees  (at  par,  18s.)  per 
ton  per  month.  In  China  the  transports  received  twelve 
rupees  per  ton.  During  the  first  Burmese  war  the  enormous 
snm  of  twenty-five  rupees  was  given. 

On  the  5th  of  September  news  reached  us  that  Bandoola 
was  tired  waiting  at  or  near  Prome,  that  he  now  intended  to 
push  on  to  Ava,  where  we  must  go  if  we  wished  to  find  him. 
The  trick  was  not  badly  conceived,  and  deserved  a  better 
cause. 

On  the  6th  it  was  announced  in  General  Orders  that  active 
operations  would  be  resumed  on  the  18th.  No  more  welcome 
intelligence  could  have  been  given  to  the  troops ;  for  nothwith- 
standing  some  comforts  now  enjoyed  at  Bangoon,  they  all  hoped 
to  see  more  service,  or  to  have  change  of  scene  and  an  active 
life.  The  General's  order  on  resuming  operations  was  very 
concise,  entering  carefully  into  every  particular.  The  regi- 
ments to  embark  on  service  were  H.  M.'s  18th,  51st,  and  80th, 
with  the  9th  and  35th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  and  the  40th 
Bengal  Native  Infantry. 

There  were  two  brigades,  one  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
dier Elliot,  K.H.,  and  the  other  under  Brigadier  Beignolds,  C.B. 
Bengal  and  Madras  Artillery,  with  the  ever  useful  8-inch 
howitzers,  and  a  light  field  battery,  also  a  detail  of  Engineers  and 
Sappers,  were  to  form  a  strong  part  of  the  force,  now  quite  ready 
to  go  to  Ava  or  Pekin  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  General 
hoped  to  embark  the  2nd  Division  three  weeks  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  first.* 

"  bee  "  Pegu,"  p.  52.  For  remarks  on  Horse  Artillery,  see  page  58.  Tu* 
^  i^»vx)p,  'M'^dn*^'^  P"nrp«»  A  w-iliory,  o«^-v»*^  ^t  B*Ti<io"p  oTi  *■.>»«»  ^**i  '>■*  Sopte^^^^ 
..  .•_    Wit  i    3i..»^-- 
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We  should  have  remarked  that,  at  the  end  of  August,  Captain 
Shadwell,  of  H.  M/s  steamer  "  Sphynx,''  proceeded  up  the 
river  to  relieve  Commander  Tarleton*  in  the  command  of  the 
flotilla  on  the  Irawady.  And  now  there  was  a  pleasing  anec- 
dote of  our  fine  old  General  to  record.  On  first  hearing  of 
Captain  Tarleton's  dashing  attack  on  Prome  (already  narrated), 
the  veteran  lost  his  temper  for  the  moment,  took  off'  his  wig 
and  threw  it  at  his  aide-de-camp  (so  the  story  ran),  exclaiming, 

*'Dash  it,  C ,  there's  that  fellow  Tarleton  again!  he's 

gone  and  taken  the  wind  out  of  my  sails ! ''  Such  is  the  splendid 
emulation  which,  we  trust,  will  ever  exist  in  the  Services  while 
their  members  are  fighting  for  their  gracious  Sovereign  and  for 
the  glory  of  Old  England ! 

We  shall  now  try  and  entertain  the  general  reader  with  a 
sketch  of  Burmese 

Costume. — A  Burmese  Feast, 

The  long  flowing  robes,  which  give  the  females  of  India  such 
a  graceful  and  classical  appearance,  we  look  for  in  vain  in 
Burma. 

The  lower  orders  simply  wear  a  sort  of  jacket,  white  or  any 
other  colour— open  in  front;  at  the  base  or  near  the  centre 
of  this  garment,  a  robe,  reaching  nearly  to  the  feet,  is  flxed 
or  tucked  in  round  the  body,  just  covering  the  lower  portion 
of  the  bosom.  This  robe  is  composed  of  two  pieces  sewn  to- 
gether— ^the  upper  piece  being  of  red  cotton  stufi^,  while  the 
other  is  frequently  of  silk,  or,  if  too  poor  to  afford  it,  of  some 
fantastically  coloured  substitute.  The  female  petticoat  is  styled 
hta-mein.  Small  shoes,  or  sandals,  are  worn  by  the  women, 
and  these  are  extremely  simple  and  primitive  in  construction. 
The  wealthier  females  adorn  themselves,  but  not  so  profusely 
as  those  of  Hindustan,  with  jewellery.  The  poorer  classes  have 
the  rose,  jasmine ,  and  other  flowers  of  tne  country  to  adorn 

•  The  present  Sir  J.  W.,  K.G.B.,  who  was  a  few  years  back  a  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 
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their  jetty  tresses.  The  men  wear  a  rude  cloth  round  the 
loins,  with  a  muslin  ring  of  turband  only,  displaying  economy 
in  its  strictest  sense ;  the  higher  classes  wear  the  turband  in 
fiill,  flat  and  ungraceful  in  form,  with  a  smart  jacket  and 
under  toga/^  in  part  tucked  in  like  the  dress  of  the  women ;  shoes 
also,  with  a  handsome  dh&f  complete  the  costume,  which  in 
some  instances  is  striking  enough.  The  nob  of  hair,  and  ears 
bored,  also  the  pendent  lobes,  like  Gautama, — ^the  ears  boasting 
for  the  sake  of  ornament  an  unfinished  cheroot  or  piece  of  wax 
candle,  to  ensure  the  safety  of  which  the  holes  in  these  valuable 
organs  are  carefully  distended, — are  held  in  considerable  im- 
portance by  the  men  of  this  country;  nor  do  the  fair  sex 
neglect  the  wax  candle  ornament,  and  smoking  appears  with 
them  to  be  a  favourite  pastime,  as  it  is  also  with  their  children. 
It  was  amusing  one  day  to  observe  a  fruit-woman,  cheroot  in 
mouth,  attempting  to  bargain  with  an  European  soldier  by 
means  of  sounds  and  signs  perfectly  unintelligible  to  him. 
Finding  that  she  made  no  impression,  she  took  up  her  basket, 
placed  it  on  her  head,  and  walked  ofiP,  smoking  as  coolly  as 
possible !  Sterne  could  have  moralised  on  the  picture.  The 
Burmese  children  appear  to  be  smart  and  intelligent.  On  one 
occasion,  while  lounging  down  the  principal  street  of  Rangoon, 
we  took  particular  notice  of  two  sharp-looking  Burmese 
choker ahSfX  seated  by  the  roadside,  each  with  his  little  table, 
and  the  pice  counted  out  upon  it,  ready  to  change  money  for 
the  passers  by.  These  juvenile  money-changers,  as  they  sat, 
gave  a  rupee  an  occasional  ring,  tossing  it  with  the  air  of  men 
well  up  to  their  business ;  they  received  one  pice,  or  three  pie 
— ^the  fourth  of  an  anna  or  of  three  halfpence — ^for  changing  a 
rupee. 


*  The  potao  of  the  men— of  bright  silk  or  cotton — reaches  from  the  waist 
0  the  ankles. 
*'  The  nni^^real  weapon  of  Burma. 
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We  now  turn  to  a  Burmese  feast  when  the  upper  terrace  of 
the  great  pagoda  was  crowded  with  Phongyces,  and  people, 
chiefly  from  Kemraendine,  in  every  variety  and  shade  of  cos- 
tume. By  the  base  of  a  graceful  banian  curiosity — beside  the 
old  green  walls  of  the  building — sat  two  Phongyees,  as  usual  in 
the  fashion  of  Gautama.  One  of  them  was  praying  fervently 
in  a  moderate  tone  of  voice,  whilst  the  congregation,  seated 
around,  repeated  what  he  said*  at  the  conclusicm  of  each 
prayer  or  sentence,  bowing  to  the  ground  three  times.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  audience  appeared  to  be  women;  but 
several  old  men  were  there — patriarchal  looking  fellows,  with 
their  long  staves.  At  the  same  time  all  around  Gautama^s 
Temple  din  and  animation  reigned  to  the  utmost — gongs  sound- 
ing, people  talking,  laughing,  and  praying.  The  sun,  now 
beginning  to  shine  from  a  bright  blue  sky,  aided  the  fantastic 
beauty  of  the  lively  scene,  causing  also  the  sacred  silvery  posts 
to  borrow  beauty  from  its  rays.  Every  colour  for  dress  seemed 
to  have  been  brought  into  operation.  Some  of  the  females, 
with  Tartaric  countenances  not  pleasant  to  look  upon,  wore 
elegant  handkerchiefs  or  scarfs  over  the  shoulder.  Several  of 
the  small  children  were  very  fair  in  appearance,  and  were 
dressed  in  fancy  style ;  one  with  a  green  silk  boddice,  turband 
of  yellow  and  red,  and  silver  ornament  on  the  foot.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  Phongyee^s  oration,  large  red-painted  dishes 
were  filled  with  the  boiled  rice,  which,  as  oflFerings,  in  smaller 
plates,  had  been  placed  before  him ;  and  a  well-filled  dish  was 
set  aside  for  each  cluster  of  applicants,  who  immediately  com- 


*  "  In  Ceylon,  upon  Bome  of  the  festiyals,  one  priest  reads  from  the  orig^inal 
Pali,  and  another  interprets  in  the  Vernacular  Singhalese ;  but  this  method 
is  not  very  frequently  adopted.  Whenever  the  name  of  Buddha  is  repeated 
by  the  officiating  priest,  the  people  call  out  simultaneously  Sadhu !  which 
gives  them  a  participation  in  the  proceedings,  and  prevents  them  from  going 
to  sleep." — "  Calcutta  Review,"  No.  xxxii.,  Art.  "Eastern  Monachism." 
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menced  their  morning  meal  in  good  earnest.  The  women 
rendered  the  rice  palatable  by  means  of  mango-fish,  chili, 
prawns^  and  other  savoury  ingredients,  proving  themselves  not 
unskilled  in  gastronomical  science ;  added  to  this,  tumblers  of 
genuine  glass,  like  our  own,  showed  symptoms  of  coming  civi- 
lisation ;  and  that  with  more  speed  than  in  the  land  of  Vishnu 
and  Siva  which  we  have  held  for  nearly  one  hundred  years  * 
And  why  is  this  ?  simply  because  the  people  here  are  not 
fettered  by  caste,  nor  are  they  subject,  as  the  Hindus  are,  to 
a  vile  priestly  dominion  I  Were  it  not  so,  the  moral  precepts 
of  Buddhism  could  not  be  so  much  more  pure  and  efficacious 
than  those  of  Brahmanism.  In  Burma  a  woman  is  not  her 
husband's  slave  but  his  helpmate ;  you  could  observe  this  even 
during  the  simple  operation  of  an  occasional  feast.  In  the 
Great  Pagoda,  say  the  Phongyees,  or  gentlemen  of  the  yellow 
robe,  are  deposited  the  hair  and  teeth  of  Gautama,  in  a  large 
gold  vessel :  these  relics  of  sanctity,  of  course,  form  a  chief  source 
of  attraction  to  worshippers  at  this  celebrated  shrine.  Ceylon 
is  made  sacred  by  the  tooth  of  Buddha — the  grand  tusk,  which  is 
now  under  British  protection.  The  mighty  shrine  of  Jagann^th, 
in  Orissa,  is  said  to  contain  the  bone  of  Krishna ;  and  such  is 
"  hero-worship ''  in  the  East  I  The  intelligent  reader  is  well 
able  to  compare  it  with  that  of  the  West.  Without  the  aid  of 
Carlyle,  he  will  surely  find  a  likeness.  We  shall  conclude  our 
observations  on  the  feast  by  remarking  that  the  Burmese  and 
Talaings  of  every  class  take  off  their  shoes  before  entering  on 
the  upper  terrace  of  the  Shwe  Dagon  Pagoda,  and  that  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  base  of  this  temple  is  about  five  hundred 
yards.  The  height  has  been  already  given  as  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one  feet.f  With  tliis  splendid  edifice  upon  it,  also 
the  smaller  temples,  the  curious  and  beautiful  trees,  and  the 


•  Written  in  1863. 

t  See  "  Rangoon,"  p.  112 ;  also  plan  and  section. 
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numerous  relics  and  'emblems  of  religion,  the  upper  terrace 
cannot  fail  to  command,  from  every  diligent  and  inquiring 
traveller,  genuine  admiration. 

A  document  was  said  to  have  been  found  at  Meaday,  intended 
as  a  report  to  the  King  of  Ava,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  more 
than  one  thousand  Europeans  were  killed  during  the  operations 
against  Rangoon,  ^^and  that  we  set  more  than  one  thousand 
sentinels  all  round  the  camp  to  defend  ourselves ! ''  One 
thoosaud  sentinels,  with  earnest  eyes,  keeping  watch  around 
the  Great  Shwe  Dagon ! — Heaven  defend  us  ! 

Before  the  middle  of  September  some  two  hundred  boats 
were  ready  to  assist  in  the  transport  to  Prome.  In  every 
department  activity  reigned ;  and  it  must  have  been  no  small 
satisfaction  to  our  gallant  General,  while  these  preparations  for 
an  advance  were  being  carried  on,  to  know  that  the  health  of 
the  troops  at  Rangoon  was  highly  satisfactory — forming,  in  this 
instance,  a  remarkable  contrast  with  gloomy,  deadly,  destructive 
1824.  On  the  13th,  the  "  Sphynx  "  and  "  Moozuffer,''  each 
with  a  transport,  arrived  with  Brigadier-General  Steel,  C.B.,* 
Brigadier  McNeill  (Madras  Cavalry),  and  the  whole  of  the  Ist 
Madras  Pu8iliers,t  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  (now  General) 
Duke.  On  the  16th,  the  Artillery  entertained  General  Godwin 
and  Staff  at  dinner.  The  warm  politicians  at  home,  on  festive 
occasions,  never  looked  forward  with  more  eagerness  for  a 
declaration  of  work  in  esse,  in  a  political  campaign,  from  the 
leading  Minister,  than  did  we  on  this  social  evening  while  ex- 
pecting some  important  information  as  to  ^'coming  events'' 
from  our  gallant  and  distinguished  guest,  the  Chief  of  the 
Army  in  Burma.  Our  worthy  Brigadier  (Foord)  proposed  the 
health  of  the  General,  whom  he  hoped  to  hail,  ere  a  few  months 


•  Afterwards  General  Sir  S.  W.  Steel,  K.O.B. 

t  For  remarks  on  this  famous  corps,  incorporated,  like  the  Madras  Artillery, 
in  1766,  see  "  Pegu,"  p.  65.  The  89th  Regiment — Primis  in  Indis — ^was  then 
the  only  other  complete  European  regiment  in  India. 
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had  passed  away,  as  "  Conqueror  of  Ava."  The  General  roee. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  said : — "  With  regard  to  Ava  " 
(now  it  may  be  Mandalay), "  political  as  well  as  other  reasons  had 
urged  the  necessity  of  staying  in  position  at  Rangoon  till  the 
present  time ;  what  had  been  already  effected  had  been  perhaps 
slow,  but  he  was  certain  that  it  was  sure.  He  hoped  before  six 
months  were  over  to  have  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition 
fiiUy  carried  out.  Without  going  to  Ava  no  successful  ul- 
timatum could  be  accomplished  so  as  to  produce  a  lasting 
peace." 

While  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  was  going  on,  remarks 
like  the  following  were  current  at  Rangoon: — "The  word 
annexation  has  only  to  be  sounded,  when  the  Peguers  (and 
many  Burmese  resident  among  them)  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  will  rise  as  one  man,  and  expel  the 
Burmese  soldiery  and  dacoits^  and  give  peace  and  liberty  to 
the  oppressed  ryots.'' 

Wild  flowers  are  numerous  in  Burma  in  September.  The 
great  beauty  of  the  creeping  fern  is  very  striking  during  this 
month,  of  which  plant  there  is  a  great  variety  at  Rangoon. 
Tlie  maidenhair y  a  beautiful  fern,  is  seen  in  the  crevices  of  old 
ruins  and  walls.  A  very  rainy  day,  succeeded  by  a  dry  and 
very  warm  one,  may  give  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  weather, 
which  seemed  highly  favourable  to  rapid  vegetation. 

Through  the  astonishing  energy  of  Major  Fraser,  of  the 
Engineers,  Grand  Architect  of  Rangoon,  and  the  labours  of  his 
assistants,  a  new  city  arose  as  if  by  magic.  Ample  shelter  had 
been  afforded  to  the  troops,  even  while  the  reinforcements  were 
gradually  pouring  in ;  and  now  as  the  city  emptied  itself  of  a 
portion  of  its  defenders^  there  were  almost  palaces  for  some,  and 
houses  for  all,  imtil  another  stream  of  life  came  in  to  stop  the 
gap,  as  it  were,  among  a  social  throng. 

On  the  24th,  the  last  detachment  of  H.  M.'s  80th^  also  the 
head-quarters  of  the  35th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  with  General 
Sir    John   Cheape    (Bengal  Engineers)    and   Staffs  embarked 
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in  the  "  Phlegethon/'  Meanwhile  another  attack  on  the 
village  of  Piizendoun  was  expected;  so  the  surveying-brig 
''Krishna/'  with  a  party  of  marines  and  seamen  from  H.M.S. 
''Winchester/'  started  to  look  after  the  creek.  The  ex- 
Qt)vemor  of  Pegu  was  again  the  object  of  Burmese  vengeance. 

The  P.  and  O.  Company's  splendid  steamer  "Oriental"  was 
now  at  Rangoon^  and  gave  rise  to  not  a  few  reflections.  This 
fine  vessel  had,  at  the  commencement  of  her  career,  carried 
poor  Warburton,  of  "The  Crescent  and  the  Cross/'  which  made 
us  think  that  a  graphic  pen  like  his  would  have  had  an  excellent 
field  for  display  in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Foot.  '  Sir  David 
Wilkie  also,  the  Scottish  Teniers,  we  believe  died  at  Malta,  on 
board  the  "  Oriental." 

On  the  25th,  General  Godwin  and  Staff,  with  Brigadier 
Poord  and  the  Artillery,  embarked  on  board  the  "  Proserpine." 
And  now  the  whole  of  the  1st  Division  had  gone  from  Ran- 
goon, and  Brigadier-General  Steel  was  left  in  command. 
Meanwhile  there  might  be  work  to  do  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  delta  of  the  Irawady.  The  General  was  well  aware  that 
before  advancing  with  a  force  on  Ava,  if  necessary,  or  even 
being  able  fairly  to  secure  the  province  of  Pegu,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  clear  the  country  up  the  Sittang  river — say  by 
taking  a  land  column  from  Martaban  to  Sittang,  thence  to  Shw6- 
gyeen,  thence  to  the  reported  strong  post  of  Toungoo,  and 
next,  perhaps,  across  the  country  to  Prome.  It  might  be  politic 
for  such  a  step  to  succeed  the  recapture  of  Pegu,  the  ancient 
kingdom's  capital. 

With  regard  to  the  advance,  the  following  letter  was  received 
from  Prome,  at  Rangoon,  about  the  middle  of  October  :— 

"  I  have  just  sufficient  time  to  give  a  detail  of  events  as  they 
occurred  since  leaving  Rangoon.  The  voyage  was  marked  by  a 
few  interruptions  in  our  progress  towards  Prome.  In  the  first 
place,  the  '  Fire  Queen '  and  '  Enterprise '  steamers  grounded, 
thereby  causing  a  detention  of  all  the  other  steamers  for  three 
days.      Again,  there  was  the  very  melancholy  event  of  the 

13  • 


196  OUR  BURMESE   WARS. 

Admiral's  deaths  at  the  Island  of  ^  Shouk  Sliay  Klnine.*  ^  It 
appears  he  had  been  taken  ill  on  the  night  of  the  5th ;  the 
following  day  he  became  worse ;  and  he  died  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  7th  on  board  the  '  Pluto/  which  left  for  Rangoon  on 
the  morning  of  the  8th.  From  this  island^  which  is  not  more 
than  ten  miles  from  Prome,  we  weighed  and  started,  in  all 
eight  steamers^  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  9th.  In  two 
hours  we  were  under  the  hill  fortifications  of  Prome,  which 
have  a  full  command  of  the  river.  Fortunately  only  one  shot 
was  fired  from  the  hill,  on  the  second  steamer  sailing  abreast  of 
it.  A  few  rounds  of  shell  from  the  steamers  soon  silenced  the 
enemy  for  a  time ;  but  on  our  advancing  a  short  distance  higher 
up  the  river,  they  fired  on  almost  every  steamer  that  passed, 
and  annoyed  us  very  much  with  jinjals  and  musketry.  The 
two  steamers  in  advance  returned  the  firing  with  great  pre- 
cision and  effect;  in  short,  all  the  steamers  had  a  share  in 
replying  to  the  ineffectual  firing  of  the  Burmese.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  the  steamers  were  alternately  bombard- 
ing, for  the  purpose  of  landing  the  troops.  In  the  afternoon, 
at  5  P.M.  (rather  late  to  commence  operations  inland),  H.  M .'s 
80th,  the  Sappers  and  Miners,  and  the  Artillery  lauded,  taking 
only  two  guns  with  us.  Getting  our  guns  ready  took  up  a 
considerable  time ;  so  that  while  evening  was  closing  upon  us 
we  had  made  but  little  progress.  At  length  we  were  all  busy 
in  securing  a  resting  position  for  the  night.  The  80th  lost 
but  one  man,  who  was  shot,  and  three  were  wounded  that 
same  evening.  The  following  morning,  with  the  18th  Royal 
Irish,  and  35th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  we  proceeded  to  the 
pagoda,  where  we  expected  a  sharp  contest;  but  on  our  ar- 
rival at  the  steps  we  found  the  Burmese  had  fled,  so  we  quickly 
ascended  and  took  possession  of  the  citadel.     It  is  a  similar 


Ubo  ««iitLen '*  Shonk  Shay  Eiienee."     O'*^**   A»i*nixu'    -*»  i^- -v..     in.  -^v- 
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one  to  the  Shw^  Dagou,  but  apparently  of  recent  finish.  The 
ArtiUery  are  located  in  the  north  steps,  far  superior  to  those 
of  Rangoon.  Since  our  occupation  of  Frome  we  have  had  no 
fighting  ;  but  now  and  then  we  hear  a  few  stray  shots  between 
our  skirmishers  and  the  Burmese.  On  the  night  of  the  9th^ 
one  of  the  80th  soldiers,  whilst  at  his  post  as  sentry,  between 
the  hours  of  1  and  2,  was  attacked  by  a  few  Burmese,  who  cut 
ofi*  his  head  and  left  his  body  some  distance  from  his  post. 
The  remains  were  not  found  until  the  relief  went  round.  This 
happened  actually  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  where 
our  guns  were  placed,  at  the  north  gate ;  and  two  of  our  sen- 
tries were  walking  about  at  the  time.  It  appears  at  this 
juncture,  a  few  shots  having  been  fired  on  the  guard  from  an- 
other direction,  the  attention  of  the  men  was  diverted,  giving 
the  Burmese  ample  time  to  accomplish  their  ends.  They  also 
carried  away  the  sentry's  musket  and  belts.  Since  this  atro- 
cious murder  was  committed,  double  sentries  have  been  planted. 
Just  as  I  am  writing,  the  bugle  sounds  for  the  'assembly'  of 
the  18th  Royal  Irish,  one  of  their  picquets  having  been  attacked 
a  little  way  out  by  a  body  of  Burmese. 

"  The  country  seems  to  have  been  entirely  deserted  for  some 
time,  judging  from  the  total  absence  of  food  of  any  sort  being 
found ;  not  even  a  grain  of  rice  ;  and  also  from  the  overgrown 
state  of  vegetation.  Even  the  roads  and  paths  are  all  green 
and  covered  with  long  grass.  No  accidents  have  occurred  to 
any  of  our  men ;  nor  has  there  been  any  sickness,  save  a  few 
trifling  cases,  since  leaving  Rangoon.  The  hospital,  an  old 
Poougi  house,  is  situated  within  a  few  yards  of  the  steps,  and 
is  very  convenient.  The  General  and  Staff,  I  believe,  return  to 
Rangoon  this  evening  on  board  the  '*  Proserpine.''  Brigadier 
Foord,  and  his  Brigade-Major,  Captain  Scott,  also  go.  We  are 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  2nd  Division ;  until  then,  nothing 
further  is  to  be  done." 

Intelligence  of  Admiral  Austen's  death  reached  Rangoon  as 
early  as  the  8th  of  October.     It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  was 
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received  by  the  Naval  and  Military  there  with  a  feeling  of 
sorrow.  The  gallant  Admiral  had  been  '^  changed  into  day '' ; 
but  then  he  had  died  in  harness^  while  serving  his  country, 
with  his  flag  flying !  Thus^  it  was  neatly  remarked^  '^  it  is  the 
pride  of  British  sailors  and  soldiers  to  die ;  and  his  memory 
will  be  honourably  associated  in  history  with  the  Second  Bur- 
mese War/' 

The  "Pluto/'  while  reconnoitring  oflF  Prome,  had  been 
fired  upon  by  "  two  guns  well  mounted  on  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
a  few  jinjals^  and  several  hundred  muskets/'  Then,  in  the 
town  itself,  there  were  supposed  not  to  be  more  than  five 
hundred  Burmese  troops,  but  numbers  were  said  to  be  strongly 
posted  a  few  miles  distant  inland,  at  Kuthdy-Mew.  Major 
Brett  had  accompanied  the  Naval  Commander-in-Chief  to  Prome. 

Just  before  the  melancholy  news  of  the  Admiral's  death 
arrived,  the  Artillery  mess  at  Rangoon  had  the  pleasure  of 
entertaining  the  purser  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  men-of-war — a 
fine  old  tar  of  the  genuine  old  school,  which  is  fast  passing 
away,  to  make  room,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  a  better.  That  very 
day  he  had  completed  forty-one  years  in  the  Royal  Navy.  The 
Service  was  now  as  much  changed,  he  said,  from  what  it  was 
on  his  entering  it,  as  if  it  were  altogether  a  Foreign  Service. 
He  was  vcrj'  severe  on  the  "  young  gentlemen."  The  young 
gentlemen  were  too  fine  now-a-days.  In  his  time,  a  tumbler 
between  three  or  four,  or  a  tin  pot,  or  a  bottle  wanting  the  neck, 
sufficed  for  a  mess  ;  but  now  each  must  have  his  cut  glass,  and 
he  did  not  know  what  else  besides.  He  was  a  promoter  of 
"progress";  but,  shaking  his  head  as  he  pronounced  the 
word,  he  could  not  help  adhering  to  his  opinion  that  the 
"  young  gentlemen "  were  too  precocious  now-a-days.  The 
Yankees  were  evidently  no  favourites  with  him ;  and  he  con- 
sidered their  expedition  against  Japan*  as  "  sheer  humbug. 

"  Strango  enough,  in  1864  (July),  we  find  a  qnostion  in  the  British  ^onat€ 
ti  .«f  our  pending  troops  to  Japan.     Thus,  it  would  soem,  does  dA««*'«"r     »««« 
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Altogether,  there  was  the  dry  humour  of  the  true  British  sailor 
about  him  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  forget.  At  this  time 
also,  as  if  by  way  of  variety,  the  '^Moozuffer'^  and  '^Feroze'' 
arrived  from  Calcutta  with  the  greater  portion  of  the  Bengal 
Fusiliers.  On  the  9th,  the  "  Sphynx  "  came  into  port  with  the 
remainder.  This  distinguished  corps  had  come  from  Meerut, 
and  was  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tudor. 

On  the  12th  of  October  the  ''Pluto"  left  for  Bassein  with 
the  body  of  the  Admiral,  for  whom  minute-guns  were  fired  the 
same  day.  The  "  Pluto  "  was  to  relieve  the  ''  Rattler,'^  which 
was  ordered  to  proceed  with  the  remains  of  the  late  Naval 
Commander  in-Chief  to  Trincomallee. 

Three  most  useful  river  steamers  had  now  arrived  at  Ban- 
goon,  the  "Lord  William  Bentinck,^'  the  "Nerbudda,''  and 
"  Damooda."  The  former  had  been  sent  on  the  5th  to  Pegu, 
''to  see  what  the  Burmese  were  about  up  there";  she  left 
weU  provided  with  ammunition. 

On  the  6th  the  head-quarters  and  a  detachment  of  Bengal 
Artillery,  with  about  forty  horses  and  numerous  bullocks,  and 
two  light  field-pieces,  under  Major  Turton,  embarked  on  board 
the  steamers  "  Nerbudda ''  and  "  Damooda  "  for  Prome.  The 
subaltern  officers  who  accompanied  the  light  field  battery  were 
Lieutenants  Willoughby,  Dobbin,  Ashe,  and  Lewes. 

Some  high  Burman  chief,  who  had  been  under  the  zealous 
and  indefatigable  Captain  Latter's  safe  keeping,  was  now  re- 
leased, leaving,  it  was  said,  "  his  two  sons  as  hostages.'^  It  was 
likewise  asserted,  with  what  degree  of  truth  it  was  impossible  to 
say,  that  the  King  of  Ava  had  promised  the  Peguese  that  if 
they  would  "join  in  opposing  and  harassing  us,  and  finally 
succeed  in  expelling  us  from  the  coimtry,  they  should  have  a 
prince  of  their  own  to  rule  over  them,  and  be  again  an  inde- 
pendent nation  I  '^  But  these  people  seemed  rather  inclined  to 
say — "  We  shall  have  the  British  to  rule  over  us  I "  As  may 
be  well  imagined  the  Commissariat  establishments  had  now 
sufficient  work  on  their  hands.   It  was  pleasant  enough  to  hear. 
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at  a  time  when  poor  Madras  was  considered  to  be  sadly  in 
the  background,  some  experienced  Bengal  officers  declaring 
there  could  be  little  doubt  that  in  two  most  important  items 
we  did  excel  the  Bengallis — in  the  Commissariat  and  in  the 
Medical  Subordinates.  However,  in  the  former  Department^ 
Major  Budd,  Captain  Simpson,*  and  their  officers,  were  wisely 
too  much  occupied  with  the  service  of  the  State  to  think  of 
rivalry ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  face  of  many 
difficulties  they  did  their  work  nobly  in  the  Second  Burmese 
War.  Another  company  of  Oolundauze,  under  Captain  Money^ 
was  now  added  to  the  Artillery.f  On  the  16th  of  October  the 
General,  Staff,  and  Commodore  reached  Rangoon  from  Prome. 
Brigadier  Foord,  Captains  Scott  and  Robertson,  and  Dr.  M^Cosh 
also  arrived.  And  now  we  began  to  glean  some  fresh  intelligence 
about  Prome,  the  city  which  had  fallen  with  so  little  loss  to 
our  troops.  The  scenery  on  the  Irawady  is  for  the  most  part 
flat  and  uninteresting.  No  palm-trees,  no  banyans,  to  be  seen ; 
but  plantain  trees  numerous  on  the  banks,  with  abundance  of 
brushwood.  It  may  here  be  remarked  that  the  plantain  fruit 
is  as  commonly  used  in  Burma  as  the  potato  in  England. 

Near  the  Panlang  Creek  the  river  is  so  narrow  that  two 
steamers  can  hardly  pass  abreast.  On  nearing  Prome  the  sce- 
nery improves,  becoming  picturesque,  and  not  imlike  the  Rhine. 
At  the  city  itself  the  river  is  more  that  a  mile  broad.  Yen- 
benzcik,  a  pretty  village,  with  richly-wooded  hiUs,  crested  with 
pagodas,  presents  a  beautiful  distant  view.  Prome  was  described 
to  us  as  boasting  its  few  artificial  as  well  as  natural  beauties,  the 
wood-carving  there  especially  being  very  fine.  The  golden 
pagoda  likewise  commanded  its  share  of  admiration.  As  at 
Rangoon,  the  Burmese  had  removed  the  old  town  from  the 
beach,  or  rather  from  the  bank  of  the  river.     Regarding  the 


*  Uu^et  yjL  the  jiengal  Commissariat. 
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before-mentioned  act  of  cutting  ofl*  the  European  sentry's 
head^  General  Godwin  had  written  to  Bandoola^  through  Cap- 
tain Smithy  the  Burmese  interpreter,  protesting  against  the 
barbarous  murder,  and  reminding  the  chief  that  on  a  treaty 
being  concluded  the  act  would  be  one  of  the  first  for  which  he 
should  be  called  on  to  give  an  account.  Although  we  imagine 
Bandoola  had  very  little  to  say  to  the  business,  yet  we  believe 
that  the  General's  excellent  letter,  which  also  remarked  on  the 
way  in  which  we  treated  our  prisoners,  was  not  without  a 
salutary  eflFect.  The  four  steamers*  which  had  come  down  with 
the  General  and  Commodore  made  the  passage  in  forty-eight 
hours ;  they  were  just  thirteen  days  in  going  up,  including  the 
time  lost  by  the  "  Fire  Queen ''  having  stuck  in  her  progress 
through  the  Irawady.  The  *'  Sesostris ''  now  acted  as  a  sort  of 
troop  and  guard  ship  off  Prome.  The  once  noble  war-steamer 
had  of  course  been  lightened  considerably  previous  to  her 
voyage  up  the  river.  Portions  of  the  2nd  Division,  including 
H.  M/s  51st,  were  now  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  proceed  to  Prome  at  a  moment's  notice.  Rangoon  became 
once  more  a  scene  of  bustle  and  preparation.  By  the  22nd  of 
October  the  intelligence  was  generally  spread  that  the  King 
of  Ava  had  sent  down  for  Bandoola  to  come  into  the  royal 
presence.  He  was  ordered  to  appear  before  the  Golden 
Foot  in  the  dress  of  a  woman,  having  disgraced  himself 
by  losing  his  army  in  July.  Bandoola  would  not  go,  as  he 
feared  the  King,  or  perhaps  the  loss  of  his  head  more.  The 
wily  chief  therefore  thought  it  wise  to  leave  his  stockade  at  or 
near  Euthay-Mew,t  and  come  over  to  the  English.  He  did 
so— delivered  himself  up  to  Sir  John  Cheape — and  was  now  a 
prisoner  on  board  the  "  Sesostris.'' 


♦  The  "Proserpine,"  "  Phlegethon,"  "Mahanuddy,"  and  "Fire  Queen." 
t  Three  thousand  or  four  thousand  men  were  reported  to  be  at  Enth&y. 
Mew. 
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On  the  25th  the  Burmese  had  a  grand  ceremony  on  the 
upper  terrace  of  the  Great  Rangoon  Pagoda^  which  consisted  in 
putting  up  an  immense  orange-coloured  cloth  round  the  bell 
end  of  the  vast  exterior  of  Gautama's  Temple.  They  likewise 
put  one  up  round  the  smaller  pagoda  near  it.  These  cloths  are 
sometimes  sent  by  people  to  the  Phongyees  from  distant  parts, 
as  substitutes  for  attending  the  sacred  feasts  rnd  meetings  at 
Rangoon^  where  it  is  considered  all  such  assemblies  are  of  vast 
importance. 

On  the  following  day  there  was  another  grand  Gautamaic 
display,  that  of  placing  the  drooping  muslin  pipe*  encircled  by 
orange- wreaths,  in  the  foliage  of  the  beautiful  banian  tree,  in 
which  it  appeared  to  be  blown  about  so  gently  as  if  simply 
intending  to  woo  the  air.  To  others  must  be  left  the  pleasant 
task  of  informing  the  public  on  this  ceremony,  which,  on  the 
present  occasion,  was  carried  [on  during  the  striking  of  gongs 
and  the  clamour  of  a  vast  mixed  Burmese  assembly.f  The 
pagoda  at  Prome,  they  say,  is  dedicated  to  the  Hare ;  by  no 
means  an  unimportant  dedication  in  tlic  religion  of  Gautama. 
It  may  not  interrupt  in  any  very  serious  manner  the  chain  of 
this  narrative  if  we  here  remark,  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of 
those  interested,  that  Gautama — the  fourth  or  last  Buddha — ^is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  hare  in  one  of  his  previous  transmi- 
grations. A  hare  in  Burmese  is  yon,  Yong-meng  signifies  the 
Ilarc- Governor — that  is  in  a  measure  among  the  Burmese  the 
present  ruler  of  the  Universe.  There  are  said  to  have  been 
twenty-eight  Buddhas  originally  in  all ;  twenty-three  have  ap- 
peared in  different  successive  worlds  previous  to  the  present 
world  j  of  the  remaining  five  four  have  appeared,  the  fifth  is  yet 
to  come.    The  inferior  celestial  regions  are  said  to  be  inhabited 


*  Some  of  the  Burmese  style  this  Tan-hg^n.  Tan^hgun  Deing,  according  to 
Chase,  means  '*  flag-post." 

t  After  twelve  or  fifteen  days  the  cloths  and  ornaments  are  removed  fit>m 
the  temples,  trees,  and  sacred  posts. 
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by  the  Nats  or  Fairies.  At  Rangoon,  if  we  recollect  aright^ 
Mr.  Kincaid  said  there  were  about  sixteen  hells  in  the  Budd- 
hist religion ;  but  the  number  varied.  During  a  journey  to 
Ava  he  had  seen  some  very  curious  infernal  resemblances  en- 
graved on  palm  leaves.  Time  would  not  permit  our  waiting  to 
hear  the  learned  lecturer  enter  fully  into  his  interesting  subject, 
so  we  merely  glean  the  following  information, — that  the  four 
states  of  suffering  or  punishment  in  general  use  are  hell — 
transmigration  into  insects,  reptiles,  and  fish — transmigration 
into  animals — and  the  abode  of  the  fallen  Nats  under  the 
Mayenmo  hill.  Then,  again,  the  worshippers  of  Gautama 
entertain  the  hope  of  being  numbered  among  those  who  by 
some  miraculous  change  have  become  '^raised  above  the  com- 
mon destinies,  passions,  and  infirmities  of  human  nature.^'  The 
Pali  word  Niebban,  already  alluded  to,  means  annihilation, 
or  emancipation  from  all  evil.  By  some  it  is  believed  to  be  a 
state  of  total  annihilation,  by  others  a  state  of  perfect  tranquil- 
lity and  abstraction,  like  the  quiet  visage  and  demeanour  of  the 
wooden  or  alabaster  Gautama.  And  now,  after  all  this  mix- 
ture of  sublimity  and  absurdity,  many  Burmese  think  that  the 
greatest  glory  of  the  present  Phya  (god),  the  fourth  Gautama, 
on  the  appearance  of  the  last  or  maistree  (chief)  Buddha  in- 
carnate, will  be  again  to  breathe  in  and  assume  the  form  of  a 
hare !  Perhaps  in  these  wild  beliefs  it  is  not  too  much  to  trace 
the  origin  of  such  a  remark  as  that  put  by  Shakspeare  into  the 
mouth  of  Ophelia : — ^'  They  say  the  Owl  was  a  baker's  daughter; 
we  know  what  we  are,  but  know  not  what  we  may  be.'' 

The  river  steamers  with  any  intelligence  from  Prome  were 
always  welcome  to  the  quid  nunc  sojourners  at  Rangoon.  At 
this  time  we  learned  that  there  had  been  several  cases  of  cholera 
in  the  monastery  at  Prome,  where  the  80th  had  taken  up  their 
abode.  A  detachment  of  H.  M.'s  51st  had  already  left;  the 
remainder  was  now  in  orders  to  proceed  on  the  27th.  A 
portion  of  'the  40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  had  embarked  for 
Prome ;  and  another  portion  of  Major  Reid's  Horse  Battery, 
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under    Lieutenants  Anderson  and  Frascr^  was  about  to  leave 
Rangoon  for  that  important  scene  of  rendezvous. 

On  the  26th  of  October  the  10th  Bengal  Native  Infantry^  of 
the  2nd  Bengal  Brigade^  arrived.  The  admirable  state  of  disci- 
pline which,  at  a  critical  time,  preparatory  to  crossing  the  Kala 
Panee — literally  tlic  dark  water — distinguished  this  fine  corps, 
was  a  subject  of  culogium  throughout  Bengal.  It  was  said  that 
emissaries  from  certain  malcontent  corps  in  that  Presidency 
had  been  trying  to  dissuade  the  10th  from  crossing  the  water ; 
but  like  good  soldiers  they  were  true  to  the  last  to  their 
honourable  and  liberal  masters  ;  and  the  regiment  arrived,  after 
roughing  it  a  little,  in  splendid  condition  at  Rangoon.  Colonel 
Dickenson,  who  had  been  appointed  to  command  the  2nd 
Bengal  Brigade,  might  well  be  proud  of  his  corps,  which  now 
fell  under  the  command  of  Major  Welchman.  No  doubt  the 
10th  *  wondered  at  the  idea  of,  for  one  moment,  a  soldier  not 
going  where  lie  was  ordered.  The  chief  fault,  however,  in 
the  case  of  any  native  corps,  did  not  lie  with  the  Bengal  sepoy 
but  in  the  Bengal  system.  We  certainly  have  ordered  these 
matters  better  in  Madras ;  and  there  can  be  no  question  but 
that  the  Bengal  sepoys  should  be  enlisted  to  go  anywhere  and 
do  anything  according  to  the  call  of  duty. f 

On  the  27th  it  was  announced  that  a  chief  recently  captured 
was  the  adopted  son  of  the  late  Rangoon  governor.  He  said 
that  his  father  would  come  in ;  but  having  fired  upon  our  flag 
of  truce  he  was  afraid  to  do  so.  A  female,  described  as  the 
wife  of  the  adopted,  likewise  appeared  as  a  warlike  Rosalind  in 
man's  clothes.  Gathering  information  from  the  Prome  party 
was  now  not  an  unimportant  occupation  among  the  doings  at 
Rangoon.  We  were  not  surprised  to  hear  from  one  or  more 
quarters  that  the  General  was  annoyed  at  not  having  had  a 


^^J^  t,  \ic>iioxfii  Service  Corps. 
Mi'c       no    eventoally  well  mauifented    by  t'^^^'P  in  the  c*'      -—  '»--•' 
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decisive  action  at  Prome.  It  was  natural  also  that  he  should 
have  been  irritated  by  the  navy  during  its  previous  progress 
on  the  river,  having,  after  procuring  wood  and  provisions,  left 
the  fiicndly  villagers  to  the  mercy  of  the  Burmese  soldiery. 
The  naval  oflScers  present  on  these  occasions,  of  course,  were 
not  to  blame;  they  simply  obeyed  orders,  but  they  never 
should  have  been  there.  Immediately  after  Captain  Tarleton^s 
operations  on  the  Irawady,  which  few  will  now  look  upon  in 
their  originally  intended  light,  that  of  a  surveying  expedition, 
the  naval  force  under  Captain  Shad  well — finding,  as  it  must  have 
done,  that  it  could  only  afford  very  inadequate  protection  to 
the  friendly  population  in  the  important  towns  and  villages  on 
the  river's  banks — should  have  been  withdrawn.  Its  presence 
only  held  out  false  hopes  of  protection  to  people  who  might 
have  sought  refuge  elsewhere.*  Some  may  therefore  insist  on 
the  fact  that  the  unsupported  presence — ^there  is  no  necessity 
to  say  advance— of  the  steam  flotilla  on  the  Irawady  was  the 
cause  of  much  misery  to  the  friendly  people  of  the  country. 
It  doubled  Burmese  vengeance  against  our  allies.  Had  there 
been  none  of  this  naval  meandering  before  the  regular  advance 
of  the  army  in  the  steamers,  the  General  might  have  found  a 
determined  and  powerful  enemy  to  resist  his  occupying  a  po- 
sition at  Prome.  A  blow  might  then  have  been  struck  at  the 
ancient  city  itself  which  might  have  annihilated  the  Burmese 
army,  and  at  once  have  forced  the  Golden  Foot  to  any  terms 
we  might  have  chosen  to  dictate.  Numbers  of  course  will 
dissent  from  these  opinions ;  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  argue 
on  such  a  subject  with  satisfaction  to  all  parties ;  but  there  is 
one  thing  certain,  that  all  concerned  were  interested  in  serving 
the  State  faithfully  and  well ! 


*  The  indefatigable  exertions  of  Captain  Shadwell,  B.N.,  and  of  Major 
Bi'ett,  in  defending  Shouk  Shay  Khenee,  with  Her  Majesty'B  allies,  against 
numbers  of  Burmesef  were  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 
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On  the  30th  of  October  the  report  of  an  attack  by  the 
Burmese  on  Hcnzada  reached  Rangoon.  It  was  simply  a 
*'  brush  ^'  with  the  enemy  at  that  important  position^  beside  the 
junction  of  tlie  Bassoin  river  with  the  Irawady.  Captain 
A.  Becher,  of  the  40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  with  only  one 
company  of  his  regiment,  highly  distinguished  himself  on  this 
occasion  by  his  promptitude  and  gallantry  in  repelling  the 
Burmese,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Gteneral  Godwin. 

By  the  end  of  the  month  nearly  the  whole  of  H.  M.'s  Slst 
and  the  40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  had  embarked  for  Prome. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  either  there 
or  at  minor  posts  on  the  river,  the  whole  of  the  2nd  Division 
would  have  left  Rangoon.  On  the  29th,  H.M.S.  " Hastings'* 
had  left  for  Madras,  homeward  bound. 

On  the  Ist  of  November  a  terrific  explosion  took  place,  which 
few  will  forget  during  their  lives  if  they  were  at  the  time  on 
the  upper  terrace  of  the  Great  Dagon  Pagoda, — the  discharge  of 
heavy  artillery,  the  rattling  peals  of  thunder,  will  not  describe 
it.  It  was  like  some  demon  inside  the  earth  growling  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time  with  a  terrible  power,  certainly  not 
of  this  world  ;  the  noise  wound  up  by  the  fury  of  Jupiter  in  full 
play,  hurling  about  the  bolts  which  Vulcan  is  reputed  to  have 
forged  for  Jove  !  It  turned  out  to  be  the  explosion  of  a  small 
magazine  near  the  theatre,  to  the  southward,  where  there  were 
many  boxes  and  barrels  of  ammunition  and  some  powder.  The 
explosion  set  fire  to  the  temple  of  Thalia,  which  soon  appeared 
in  one  huge  and  dangerous  blaze.*  The  large  magazine  on  the 
west  was  immediately  occupied  by  men  with  buckets.  Through 
the  exertions  of  the  troops  this  important  building  was  saved; 
if  it  had  not  been,  few  of  us  would  have  been  l^ft  alive  to  tell 
the  tale.  The  casualties  amounted  to  three  Burmese  and  two 
or  three  of  the  native  lascars  killed  and  wounded.     Pieces  of 


*  ThiH  pleasant  plaoe  of  amuBement,  with  all  its  oxoellent  Boenery,  was 
entirely  destroyed. 
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wood,  fiery  gun- wads,  and  musket  balls,*  were  sent  into  the 
air  with  terrific  force ;  and  an  artillery  European  gunner,  who 
was  sentry  over  the  upper  magazine  at  the  time,  was  lifted 
some  feet  ofE  the  ground !  A  committee  of  three  field  officers 
assembled  at  the  Artillery  Mess-house  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  explosion,  and  to  'report  on  the  extent  of  damage 
done;  and  the  impression  at  length  became  general  that  it 
was  accidental. 

Akouk-toung,t  it  was  now  said,  had  been  occupied  by  the 
Burmese  with  two  guns.  On  the  8th  of  November  five  dacoits 
were  caught  by  the  Thoogyee  (Judge)  of  Dalla.  One  of  them 
was  described  to  be  the  leader  of  five  hundred  men  of  the 
King^s  army ;  the  titles  given  him  by  Royalty  were  engraved 
on  palm  leaves  \  these  were  carried  by  his  servant. 

On  the  11th  a  company  of  the  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry, 
and  one  from  the  Bengal  Fusiliers  were  sent  to  Puzendoun 
and  Dalla,  respectively,  as  a  guard  to  the  friendly  inhabitants 
in  these  near  positions  to  Rangoon.  Attacks  by  the  Burmese 
had  rendered  such  measures  necessary. 

On  the  12th,  the  melancholy  news  reached  us  of  the  death  of 
Britain's  greatest  warrior — ^Wellington  I  The  "  Times  ^*  was 
magnificent  in  its  eulogium  on  the  departed  hero   who  had 

"  EXHAUSTED  NATURE    AND  EXHAUSTED  GLOEY/^      But  indeed  all 

the  leading  journals  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  doing 
honour  to  his  memory.  We  do  not  believe  that  on  any  previous 
occasion  so  much  graphic,  elegant,  and  impressive  writing  had 
been  poured  forth  by  the  Press.  J 

The  4th  Regiment  of  Local  Sikh  Infantry  arrived  on  the 
12th  at  Rangoon.  Major  Armstrong's  corps  was  regarded  as 
quite  a  curiosity  in  Calcutta,  and  its  appearance  here  was  con- 


*  Some  of  these  actually  came  through  the  thatch  of  the  author's  hooBe, 
though  some  hundred  yards  away  from,  and  about  forty  feet  above,  the  maga- 
zine. 

t  On  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  some  fifteen  miles  below  Prome. 

X  His  Grace's  valuable  opinion  on  the  Second  Burmese  War  was  probably 
the  lust  given  by  the  "  Iron  Duke  "  on  the  familiar  subject  of  a  campaign. 
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sidered  to  be  an  event  of  no  ordinary  importance.*  The 
Ramghur  Cavalry  also  arrived.  On  the  15th  news  reached  us 
from  Promc  that  a  force  had  proceeded  to  Akouk-toung,  and 
had  captured  four  fi^ns.  Another  had  landed  at  the  stockade 
opposite  Prome.  The  enemy  were  completely  surprised  by  the 
tars  and  troops.  Landing  at  difierent  places^  the  gallant  sailors 
and  marines  drove  the  Burmese  into  the  hands  of  our  soldiers^ 
who  made  quick  work  of  a  large  number  of  them^  with  little 
loss  on  our  side.  Upwards  of  ninety  Burmese  were  said  to 
have  been  killed. 

News  of  a  sad  nature  from  Prome  informed  us  of  the  death 
of  Captain  Rundall  of  the  Madras  Engineers,  commanding  the 
corps  of  Madras  Sappers  and  Miners  in  Burma.  This  ejLcellent 
ofScer  had  served  with  distinction  in  the  Chinese  war.  His 
gallantry  on  the  field  in  Burma  has  already  been  alluded  to 
in  the  second  part  of  this  Abstract.  He  was  a  zealous  soldier^ 
of  high  talent,  and  of  the  most  exemplary  character ;  and  he 
died  in  the  prime  of  life  beloved  and  regretted  by  all.  In  him 
another  had  been  added  to  the  list  of  worthy  men  who  had 
fallen  by  a  stronger  hand  than  that  of  the  enemy. 

It  may  be  recollected  by  the  reader  of  the  former 
narrative  that  early  in  June  1852  a  force  of  between  two 
hundred  and  three  hundred  men,  under  Major  Cotton,  left 
Rangoon  to  attack  the  city  of  Pegu.  The  troops  did  their 
work  in  what  may  be  called  dashing  style,  while  exposed  to  the 
fierce  rays  of  a  burning  sun.  The  enemy  were  driven  out, 
but  did  not  suffer  very  great  loss.     It  was  then  much  to  be 


*  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  men  then  composing  the  4th  Sikh 

Infantry : — 

<' Sikhs 600 

Afghans 150 

Pnnjabees 100 

Goorkhas  and  Hindnstanis     .        .     150 — ^900." 

xu>oxiiox-xjhoneral,  it  was  said,  had  paid  the  Sikhs  the  high  oomplimeft- 

>;*;«^  <-hem ;  and  the  regiment  liad  been  fumip^«»d  with  percussion  arm* 
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regretted  that  General  Grodwin  could  not  afford  troops  for  the 
permanent  occupation  of  Pegu.  The  real  capture  and  occupation 
were  now  to  come. 

By  the  middle  of  November  four  river  steamers  were  under 
orders  for  Pegu,  to  convey  a  force  consisting  of  three  hundred 
of  the  Bengal  Fusiliers,  three  hundred  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers, 
four  hundred  of  the  5th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  with  small 
detachments  of  Artillery  and  Sappers,  and  two  guns.  Brigadier 
M'Neill  of  the  2nd  Madras  Brigade  was  appointed  to  command. 
The  Bengal  Fusiliers  were  under  Colonel  Tudor,  the  Madras 
under  Major  Hill,  the  5th  companies  under  Major  Shubrick, 
and  the  Artillery  under  Captain  Malloch  of  the  Bengal  army. 
The  Sappers  were  under  Lieutenants  Shortland  and  Harris. 
General  Godwin  was  to  accompany  the  force,  when  it  was  to 
be  expected  with  his  accustomed  energy  he  would  superintend 
operations.  The  troops  embarked  on  Friday  morning,  the  19th 
of  November,  at  daybreak,  and  anchored  the  next  day  at  sunset, 
a  little  below  Pegu.  In  consequence  of  the  shallowness  of  the 
river  the  steamers  were  not  engaged.  The  force  landed  on  the 
morning  of  Sunday  the  21st,  amidst  a  dense  fog.  The  fatigue 
endured  by  the  troops  was  very  great,  and  the  casualties  in  this 
gallant  affair  were  considerable.  The  Grenadiers  and  Rifle 
companies  of  the  5th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  under  Captain 
Wyndham,  were  on  board  the  ''  Mahanuddy.''  The  following 
notes  may  be  selected  as  containing  at  least  a  faithful  account 
of  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Pegu : — 

^^  My  detachment  (5th  M.  N.  I.),  all  ranks  included,  was 
400  strong ;  280  were  with  me  in  the  foremost  steamer,  the 
'  Bentinck,'  the  remainder  with  General  Godwin  in  the  *  Ma- 
hanuddy.'  At  noon,  on  the  19th,  we  first  sighted  armed 
Burmese ;  that  night  we  were  aground  about  seven  miles  below 
Pegu.  I  was  requested  to  furnish  strong  picquets  on  the 
eastern  bank  for  the  protection  of  the  steamers.  Captains 
Watts  and  NichoUs  were  sent  with  their  companies.  I  visited 
all  the  sentries,  who  were  in  a  jungle  so  dense  they  could  not 

14 
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be  seen  at  a  distance  of  20   yards  one  from  the  other.     On 

• 

the  afternoon  of  this  day  I  had  accompanied  Captains  Lambert 
and  Seymour,  R.N.,  who  attended  the  expedition — ^the  former 
in  charge  of  all  the  gun-boats,  the  latter  as  an  'amateur' — and 
Captain  Digby  of  the  '  Bentinck/  in  an  armed  cutter  up  the 
river,  which  we  found  staked,  but  of  sufficient  depth.  We 
rowed  till  the  noise  of  shouting  from  a  vast  multitude,  about 
150  vanls  ahead  of  us,  told  us  we  were  discovered.  The  town 
proved  to  be  Pegu,  and  the  people  its  inhabitants.  I  concluded 
those  armed  among  them  were  not  there,  but  at  their  respective 
posts  awaiting  the  arrival  of  our  force,  of  which  the  smoke  of 
the  steamers  and  the  guns  we  had  been  compelled  to  fire  had 
given  them  notice,  for  we  were  not  interfered  with.  At  10 
P.M.  our  picquets  were  attacked,  and  a  sharp  fire  poured  upon 
them,  which  was  as  promptly  returned. 

"  On  the  20th,  at  daybreak,  we  advanced  about  a  mile  or  so, 
the  tide  having  fallen.  I  was  requested  to  furnish  companies 
on  either  bank,  for  the  clearance  of  the  jungle.  Captain  Watts 
and  Lieutenant  Whitlock  performed  this  duty,  aided  by  all 
spare  hands  from  the  steamer,  and  several  men  of  H.  M.'s  ship 
'  Fox,'  under  Mr.  Daws,  who  all  worked  with  right  good  will. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  we  exchanged  many  shots  with  the 
Burmese,  who,  before  and  after  the  return  of  the  working 
parties,  came  boldly  down  and  delivered  their  fire  on  the 
steamer.  At  5  p.m.  the  remaining  steamers  appeared  in  sight; 
we  weighed  and  proceeded  about  two  or  three  miles,  and 
dropped  anchor.  I  was  again  called  on  for  a  strong  picquet — 
this  time  on  the  western  bank — which  I  accompanied  and 
placed  in  person,  under  Lieutenants  Maud  and  Cloete.  About 
7  P.M.  General  Godwin  arrived,  and  directed  me  to  have  my 
detachment  drawn  up  on  the  Pegu  bank,  at  6  a.m.  the  next 
morning.  The  Sappers  also  came  with  the  Artillery,  and 
remained  on  board  for  the  night,  the  former  under  Captain 
5lliot,  Bengal  Engineers,  being  engaged  for  a  coupl«  ^^  ^^^nir 

fi.^nfir  f."hp  ■nifirht    SP^irpinfiT  th^  ^k*ink  ^^"^  thp    P.aST^r  iiP'iPVi*     »      'hi» 
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two  24-pounder  howitzers  the  next  morning.  The  river  is 
very  narrow  where  the  landing  took  place,  but  the  banks  are 
very  steep.  The  scene  on  board  that  night,  so  crowded  as  we 
were  by  the  new  arrivals,  beggars  all  description. 

"At  4  A.M.  (November  21st)  the  5th  got  under  arms,  and 
about  a  quarter  to  5  the  landing  began.  We  were  soon  formed 
up,  as  ordered,  occupying  a  grove  of  plantains.  Tlie  Rifles 
and  Grenadier  companies  shortly  joined  me ;  and  by  6  a.m. 
General  Godwin  in  person  came  and  gave  me  his  orders ;  they 
were,  in  the  advance  on  Pegu,  or  any  other  movement  which 
might  take  place,  to  keep  up  with  the  Madras  Fusiliers,  and 
not  lose  sight  of  them.  Supposing  the  following  to  be  a  rough 
sketch  of  Pegu,  the  position  of  the  troops  will  be  clearer  to  you : — 


Town  of  Pegn. 


Pagoda 
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—    *0'     Jungle. 


B.P. 

in  line, 
or  column, 
not  known. 


Jangle. 


1.  Gateway.  2.  Gun-boats. 

4.  M.  F. — Madras  Fusiliers. 


3.  '  Bentinck '  and  other  Bteamem. 
5.  B.  F.  —Bengal  Fusiliers. 
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'*  At  a  quarter  past  6  a.m.  the  firing  began  from  the  jungle, 
clo"*'^  round  and  about  the  troops.  Four  or  five  casualties  im- 
mediately occurred.  Gteneral  Godwin,  who  was  ever  in  the 
fronts  was  reconnoitring.  The  advance  was  first  contemplated 
through  the  jungle,  between  the  river  and  the  wall,  and  the 
Bengal  and  Madras  Fusiliers,  feelers  from  both,  were  pushing 
in  that  direction ;  but  the  severity  of  the  fire  proved  the  Bur- 
mese were  there  in  a  stnmg  position,  and  a  flank  movement 
parallel  with  the  south  wall,  and  distant  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  from  it,  was  begun  and  continued  for  nearly  two 
miles  through  breast-high  grass  and  a  dense — most  dense — 
jungle.  Before  the  movement  a  working  party,  covered  by  the 
Rifles  of  the  5th,  was  sent  forward  to  clear  a  track,  and 
nobly  they  did  their  work,  the  whole  force  following  as  they 
best  could,  scattered  here  and  there  in  single  and  double  files 
over  the  whole  way,  a  heavy  fire  pouring  upon  them  for  four 
hours  and  a  half.  The  guns  and  Sappers,  the  former  covered 
by  the  (irenadiers  of  the  5th,  had  been  hurried  meanwhile  to 
the  ftont.  Advantage  was  taken,  wherever  it  could  be  had,  of 
a  good  bank  to  pour  in  volley  after  volley ;  but  of  course  the 
whole  force  was  greatly  scattered.  The  sun  was  fearful,  and 
the  fatigue  very  great.  By  the  time  General  Godwin  had  ar- 
rived with  the  working  party.  Rifles,  and  hindmost  portion  of 
the  Bengal  Fusiliers  opposite  the  gateway  which  was  to  be 
stormed,  it  was  discovered  that  most  were  dead  beat,  and  that 
some  time  must  elapse  before  anything  like  proper  columns 
could  be  formed.  By  dint  of  great  exertions  the  best  part  of 
the  Bengal,  and  about  half  of  the  Madras,  Fusiliers  were  at 
last  got  together,  allowed  breathing  time, — the  Rifles  forming 
a  line  of  skirmishers  in  their  front, — then  nobly  harangued  by 
General  Godwin,  and,  with  a  British  cheer,  let  loose  on  the  gate 
and  the  crumbling  wall,  the  ditch  here  having  little  water  in  it. 
The  fire  while  the  columns  were  being  formed  was  very  severe, 
and  opposite  the  gate  and  at  the  south-west  portion  of  the  wall, 
where  the  5th  were  first  formed  up,  was  the  "severest  expe- 
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rienced.  Captain  Seymour^  a  gallant  sailor  (the  amateur)^  was 
first  of  all  the  assailants^  and  conspicuous  throughout  the  day. 
Passing  the  gateway^  the  storming  parties  drove  the  Burmese^ 
now  flying  to  the  westward,  fast  before  them,  and  then  retrac- 
ing their  steps,  made  as  rapidly  as  they  could  for  the  pagoda, 
about  a  short  mile  distant.  Here  some  volleys  were  ex- 
changed, and  Pegu  was  in  our  possession.  This  was  about 
noon. 

'^AU  this  time  the  5th,  that  is  the  remaining  portion  of 
them,  with  the  remaining  half  or  so  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers, 
were  returning  the  severe  fire  at  extended  order,  as  they  best 
could,  along  the  south  face  of  the  wall,  but  collected  within 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  or  so  of  the  river,  knowing  nothing  of 
what  was  going  on  ahead,  the  firing  permitting  no  sounds 
of  any  kind  to  reach  them.  Once  only  a  staff  oflScer,  Cap- 
tain Darroch,  came  down,  and  noticing  the  heaviness  of  the 
fire,  directed  me,  in  my  flank  march,  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
possibility  of  the  Burmese  occupying  the  interveuing  space 
between  the  left  of  my  line  and  the  field  hospital,  which  had 
been  formed  on  the  spot  where  the  5th  landed.  At  noon, 
another  staff  officer  came  down  and  hurried  the  Madras  Fusi- 
liers on  my  right,  and  the  5th,  up  to  the  pagoda.  Our  fire, 
doubtless,  kept  the  Burmese  from  passing  along  the  whole 
length  of  the  south  wall,  as  General  Godwin  moved  in  that 
direction,  and  in  fact  quite  disconcerted  their  plans,  for  they 
were  not  prepared  for  an  assault  where  it  was  made ;  and  keep- 
ing up  a  steady  and  rapid  fire,  they  were  so  held  in  check 
between  the  two  points.  The  Rifle  company  had  one  officer 
wounded  severely.  Lieutenant  Whitlock ;  two  privates  killed, 
and  five  wounded ;  the  Grenadiers  none.  About  the  centre, 
between  the  south-west  angle  and  the  place  of  assault,  the  fire 
was  far  less  severe  at  times,  and  in  my  remaining  detachment 
I  lost  one  officer ;  Lieutenant  Cloete  severely  wounded ;  one 
havildar  killed ;  and  two  privates  wounded.*' 

l^s  the  24th  the  General,  with  the  greater  portion  of  the 
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troops^  had  returned  to  llaugoon,  having  left  a  force  at  Pegu 
under  Major  Hill.  He  was,  on  the  whole,  pleased  with  the 
gallant  affair,  though  he  had  to  lament  the  loss  of  several 
brave  ofBcers  and  men.  About  to  storm  the  pagoda^  our 
gallant  Chief  "  nobly  harangued  the  troops/'  in  a  practical 
style  seldom  surpassed.  ''Now/'  he  said  to  the  Fusiliers^ 
"  you  are  Bengallis,  and  you  are  Madrassis ;  let  us  see  who  are 
the  best  men  !  "  A  deafening  cheer — a  rush — and  all  was  over  I 
Pegu  had  fallen ;  but,  we  trusted,  only  to  rise  in  greater  beauty 
than  ever !  Our  loss  was  three  officers  wounded ;  one,  Lieu- 
tenant Cook,  of  the  Commissariat,  mortally ;  and  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty  of  the  men,  Europeans  and  sepoys,  were  killed 
and  wounded.  Two  or  three  officers  were  disabled  by  the  sun, 
among  them  the  worthy  Brigadier,  Malcolm  M'NeiU.*  They 
were  fighting  from  7  a.m.  till  1  p.m. 

All  zealous  soldiers  should,  we  thought,  come  to  this  country 
and  learn  what  fatigue  is,  fighting  with  the  enemy  in  ambuahj 
under  a  Burmese  sun  !  Had  there  been  carriage,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  General  would  have  gone  on  to  Sittang  and 
Beling. 

Brigadier  Elliott,  commanding  the  1st  Madras  Brigade,  with 
Captain  Manners  and  Lieutenant  Pilmer,  Staff,  had  now  left 
for  Prome.  Intelligence  had  arrived  at  Rangoon  of  the  death 
of  Captain  Gardner,*  of  the  40th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  at 
Akouk-touiig.  One  story  went  that  he  was  out  patrolling — 
the  "Enterprise'^  lying  off  Akouk-toung,  high  and  dry  the 
while — and  going  rather  far  into  the  jungle,  he  suddenly  came 
upon  a  work  of  the  enemy ;  a  jinjal  was  fired  at  him,  and  he 


*  General  Godwin  bostowod  his  thanks  on  the  following  officers  in  his 
Despatch: — Brigadier    M'Neill,   Commander    Shadwell,     Lieutenant-Colonel 
'"udur,  Majors  Uill  and  Shubrick,  Majors  Majhow  and  Bonlderson,  Captains 
".alloch.  Brown,  Hamilton,  Darroch,  Bume,  Ronaud,  Latter,  and  Chads,  Ann 
■^be  onomT  was  f«tate<l  to  have  amuunted  to  upwards  of  five  tho""**'^''  '^     - 

'  TCPi^'i  nt  "^be  l^*^^b  November. 


WEIGHT    OF    ARTILLERY.  215 

fell,  shot  through  the  head ;  a  havildar^  iu  trying  to  recover 
the  body,  was  shot  also.  He  was,  we  were  informed,  a  son  of 
the  Honourable  Lieutenant- General  Gardner  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
tillery, and  had  just  been  appointed  a  brigade-major  on  the 
permanent  establishment.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
ability,  and  his  kindly  disposition  could  not  fail  to  strike  one 
immediately  on  coming  in  contact  with  him. 

Sixteen  iron  9-pounders  having  arrived,  chiefly  for  the  defence 
of  the  second  terrace  of  the  Great  Pagoda,  Colonel  Anstruther, 
with  his  usual  practical  knowledge  and  zeal  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  Artillery, — on  the  efficiency  of  which,  there  cannot  be 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  the  security,  offensive  as  well  as  defen- 
sive, of  all  nations  chiefly  depends, — allowed  several  officers  to 
peruse  an  excellent  paper  he  had  written  on  the  expediency  of 
having  all  iron  9-pounder  guns  reamed  out  to  12-pounders,  so 
as  to  throw  a  12-pounder  shot.*  The  24-pounder  was  the 
favourite  breaching  gun  in  the  Peninsula — at  Badajoz  and  at 
St.  Sebastian.  But  the  weight  of  the  iron  9-pounder  reamed 
to  a  12  is  more  than  half  the  weight  of  a  24-pounder  gun. 
Weight  should  be  dispensed  with  on  land  service  as  much  as 
possible.  It  is  a  terrible  drawback,  especially  in  such  countries 
as  Burma.  With  the  Navy  weight  is  of  little  or  no  consequence. 
Robins'  rule — "  the  strength  of  iron  is  as  the  quantity  of 
metaP' — fully  sanctions  the  general  introduction  of  all 
9-pounders  (iron)  being  reamed  out  to  12's.  Again,  Colonel 
Anstruther  proved  by  experiment  that  a  12-pounder  reamed 
up  to  an  18,  with  carronade  windage,  is  superior  to  all  18- 
pounders  now  in  use  for  land  service.  Those  who  uphold  the 
use  of  weighty  guns  on  land  forget  the  vast  amount  of  toil  and 
trouble  necessary  to  bring  them  along.     Reaming,  such  as  pro- 


*  It  must  be  kopt  in  mind  that  these  remarkB  were  written  a  good  many 
years  af?o,  before  the  improvements  of  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  others 
astonished  the  world. 
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posed^  improves  the  windage,  and  diminishes  the  weight  of  our 
Indian  train. 

The  country  about  Pegu  was  described  to  be  in  an  unculti- 
vated state ;  the  Peguese  had,  on  account  of  the  war  and  its 
effects,  neglected  to  till  the  ground.*  It  seemed  for  the  time 
as  if  a  beautii'ul  and  fertile  province  were  on  the  verge  of 
ruin. 

Major  Reid,  with  two  guns  of  his  horse  battery,  em- 
barked for  Prome  on  the  26th  of  November.  A  company 
of  the  9th  Madras  Native  Infantry  also  left  for  Yangain- 
chainya. 

On  the  27th  we  received  intelligence  that  the  chief  who  had 
so  distinguished  himself  at  Puzendoun  had  managed  to  destroy 
some  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  of  the  enemy  who  were 
escorting  rice  to  various  posts.  This,  with  the  fact  of  an 
attack  having  already  been  made  on  the  newly  captured  city 
of  Pegu,  showed  very  plainly  that  there  were  some  desperate 
characters  about.  The  news  of  this  latter  affair  was  not  unex- 
pected by  many,  and  the  receipt  of  it  was  considered  to  he  of 
little  importance. 

On  the  6th  of  December  poor  Walter  Cook  was  no  more. 
A  finer  youn«^  officer  than  this  (of  the  22nd  Madras  Native 
Infantry)  never  stepped.  The  author  had  served  with  him  in 
the  field  among  the  jungle  regions  of  Orissa  (in  1848),  where 
his  ardent  temperament  and  zeal  for  the  public  service  were 
conspicuous  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

Pegu  had  been  attacked  a  second  time  by  the  Burmese,  on 
which  occasion  it  was  said  a  lai^e  party  of  the  enemy  went  to 
an  old  house  where  we  had  formerly  lodged  a  picquet,  and  fired 
away  for  about  two  hours.  The  quarters  had  been  vacated 
some  days  before  this  act  of  gallantry  on  their  part ;  some  two 


'     q  dnring  the  months  of  June,  Jnly  and  Angast,  tha^-  thr  'Qtirtnea^ 
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thousand  people  were  said  to  have  come  into  Pegu  the  next  day 
seeking  Major  Hill's  protection. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  our  entire  attention  for  a  whUe  to 
this  important  quarter ;  but  it  may  be  well  to  chronicle  a  few 
events  before  leaving  Rangoon.  The  headquarters  of  Artillery 
left  for  Prome  on  the  9th  of  December.  A  French  officer,* 
who  had  established  himself  as  a  favourite,  appeared  on  the 
morning  of  packing  up,  and  gave  a  few  suggestions  as  an  old 
campaigner.  In  June  he  had  come  over  in  the  "Emperor" 
from  Calcutta,  and  was  then  said  to  have  been  employed  by 
the  Golden  Foot.  He  struck  not  a  few  of  us  as  being  a  sen- 
sible and  well-spoken  roan.  He  had  done  everything  and  had 
been  everywhere.  He  had  served  in  the  Brazils,  in  Africa,  in 
Spain,  and  in  Portugal.  "  The  Burmese,*'  said  the  Adventurer, 
''  were  very  brave  behind  a  stockade  or  a  breastwork,  but  they 
knew  nothing  of  regular  warfare."  He  had  a  particular  horror 
at  Royalist  France  being  turned  into  the  country  of  a  republic. 
General  Godwin  now  cared  little  about  what  the  French  officer 
did,  although  he  considered  himself  on  parole  and  under  sur- 
veillance. But  things  were  very  different  in  June,  when  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  send  the  "  Fire  Queen  "  and  "  Berenice," 
on  her  voyage  from  Calcutta,  to  bring  the  '*  Emperor"  in 
sight  of  the  Commodore,  and  our  Adventurer  before  the 
General. — The  evening  before  the  departure  of  the  Prome 
party  (8th)  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Brigadier  M'Neill, 
already  mentioned  as  having  been  disabled  by  the  sun  in  the 
operations  against  Pegu.  He  never  recovered  from  the  fa- 
tigue and  exposure  attending  the  capture.  He  was  of  the 
old  school,  an  excellent  and  gallant  officer,  and  a  great  favourite 
in  the  army. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  intelligence  arrived  that  Pegu 


*  D'Orgoni,  afterwards  the  famous  ''  general/'  of  Ava  celebrity. 
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was  surrounded  or  besieged.     Two  hundred  Fusiliers  and  quan- 
tities of  ammunition  were  ordered  to  be  shipped  immediately 
*'  To  the  rescue !  *'  was  the  thought  of  every  officer  and  soldier 
in  Rangoon. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

THE    BURMESE    INVESTMENT    OF    PEGU. CRITICAL   POSITION 

OF   MAJOR   HILL  AND    HIS   TROOPS. — SUMMARY  OF  MILI- 
TARY  TRANSACTIONS. 

It  seemed  to  be  General  Godwin's  policy  to  retain  Pegu  as  a 
most  important  military  position.  He  had  won  it  after  a 
rather  severe  conflict,  but  yet  the  fact  appeared  to  have  escaped 
him  that  the  Burmese  set  any  great  value  upon  it.  Might 
there  not  be  a  combination  among  the  hostile  villages  of  the 
Sittang  Valley  to  recapture  it  ?  On  the  22nd  of  November  all 
the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  two  hundred  Madras  Fusiliers 
imder  Major  Hill,  two  hundred  of  the  6th  Madras  Native 
Infantry  under  Captain  Wyndham,  two  guns,  with  a  small  de- 
tachment of  European  Artillery,  and  some  Madras  Sappers,  were 
ordered  to  return  to  Rangoon.  The  news  that  a  small  garrison 
was  left  to  defend  the  ancient  fortress  and  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  who  chose  to  come  under  our  protection,  was 
not  long  in  reaching  the  Burmese  camp.  Perhaps  at  this  time 
it  was  thought  by  the  enemy  that  they  could  stand  a  defeat,  but 
could  not  bear  to  bo  despised.  It  certainly  does  seem  strange 
that  our  Military  Commander  did  not  calculate  on  a  speedy 


220  OUB   BURMESE    WARS. 

attempt  at  recapture  by  the  Burmese^  who  knew  tolerably  well 
that  on  the  General's  return  to  Rangoon  there  was  every 
chance  of  his  proceeding  as  soon  as  possible  to  take  the  field 
at  Prome.  Rangoon  was  now  in  a  position  to  have  afforded  a 
considerably  greater  military  force  at  Pegu  than  what  was  left 
there.  Very  different  was  it  from  the  month  of  Jime  when 
the  first  capture  took  place.  The  plans  of  the  campaign  were 
then^  it  appeared^  in  a  slow  and  uncertain  state  of  development^ 
and  it  was  probably  prudent  at  such  a  time  not  to  draw  away 
troops  from  our  chief  conquest.  But  now^  through  the  un- 
ceasing exertions  of  the  Engineers  and  Sappers,  much  had  been 
done  to  the  fortifications  of  Rangoon^  and  numerous  pieces  of 
ordnance  had  arrived  to  strengthen  that  noble  fortress.  Allow- 
ing for  the  absence  of  a  division  of  the  army  at  Prome^  and 
troops  elsewhere,  some  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  men 
more,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  at  least  Europeans,  could 
have  been  left  with  case  to  garrison  Pegu. 

As  soon  as  the  night  of  the  24th  of  November  the  enemy 
made  an  attack  upon  our  gun-boats,  but  were  immediately 
repulsed.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  27th  they  made  a  most 
daring  attack  on  all  sides  of  the  pagoda,  but  as  the  garrison 
turned  out  in  a  few  minutes,  they  were  at  once  vigorously 
repelled.  The  troops  remained  on  the  alert  till  morning,  when 
on  examining  the  ground  several  dead  Burmese  were  seen.  A 
most  desperate  attack  had  likewise  been  made  upon  the  gun- 
boats in  the  river  and  the  Commissariat  Guard. 

About  8  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  December  6th,  the  enemy 
— infantry  and  cavalry — surrounded  the  pagoda,  and  attacked  us 
in  great  force.  They  continued  to  annoy  us  with  jinjals  and 
musketry  all  that  day  and  during  a  great  part  of  the  nighty 
and  succeeded  in  driving  off  a  large  herd  of  the  Pegu  buffaloes. 

^om  the  7th  till  the  13th  inclusive,  the  enemy,  according 
.    iTiP  of  tli«>  Hpsieged,  were  firing  jinjals  and  musketry  da' 
,-..     .lorhv       ji^  the  11th  two  gun-boats  arrived  from  Rangooi. 
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losing  several  men.*  The  gallant  beseiged  were  now  doing 
their  utmost,  animated  during  their  unceasing  toil  with  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  reinforcement.  Major  Hill  had  sent  in  three 
or  four  bold  messengers  to  Rangoon.  The  foe  seemed  deter- 
mined to  drive  the  small  band  from  Pegu ;  in  addition  to  their 
rude  iron  and  leaden  balls,  small  brass  representations  of 
Gautama,  pieces  of  iron,  necks  of  bottles,  even  stones,  or 
round  lumps  of  granite  brought  hither  for  the  purpose,  were 
fired  on  our  troops  from  every  quarter.  Truly  the  position  of 
Major  Hill  was  at  this  time  hardly  less  critical  than  that  of  the 
immortal  Clive  at  the  famous  defence  of  Arcot.  The  Burmese 
had  managed  to  bring  a  gun  of  considerable  size  into  a  com- 
manding position,  which  dealt  forth  several  deadly  missiles. 
According  to  another  of  the  besieged,  spent  balls  hit  some  one 
or  other  very  frequently ;  several  of  our  men  were  thus  wounded 
at  night  an<l  not  discovered  till  the  morning. 

Before  turning  to  the  Relief  of  Pegu,  it  may  be  well  to  give 
a  summary  of  military  transactions  in  November  and  December 
1852,  and  January  1853,  at  this  bravely  manned  post. 

The  sketch  is  from  the  manuscript  notes  of  a  distinguished 
officer  present  throughout  this  arduous  service  : — ^The  besieging 
chief  Moung-Kyouk-Loung's  entire  force  consisted  of  eleven 
thousand  men,  disposed  as   follows: — two   thousand  men    at 


•  See  Appendix  No.  VIII.,  "  Pegu,"  p.  469.  On  the  10th,  Captain  Shadwell 
proceeded  with  the  war- boats  to  Peg^i)  also  the  "  Nerbndda  "  with  the  Fnai- 
liors.  Some  seventy-five  rounds  per  gun  had  been  shipped  on  the  evening  of 
the  9th  with  the  greatest  speed,  through  the  energy  of  Captains  Yoyle  and 
Robertson.  At  3  p.m.  of  December  11th,  we  received  the  disastrous  inteUigenoe 
that  the  boats  under  Captain  Shadwell  and  the  steamer  had  been  oompelled 
to  return.  The  enemy  being  in  vast  numbers  and  more  determined  than  ever, 
he  wisely  returned  for  reinforcements  ;  but  not  without  the  war-boats — con- 
taining also  Captain  Malloch  and  a  Bmall  party  of  European  Bengal  Artillery- 
men— having  had  an  affair  with  the  Burmese,  in  which  our  loss  was  a  sergeant 
and  two  mon  of  the  Artillery  killed,  and  two  or  three  wounded ;  also  several 
marines  and  sailors  killed,  and  many  wounded.  It  was  a  serious  affair,  and 
the  whole  required  and  received  immediate  attention. 
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Shw^-gyeen,  ninety-seven  miles  north  of  Pegu ;  one  thousand 
men  at  Sittang,  thirty-two  miles  east  of  Pegu ;  and  eight  thou- 
sand at  Pegu,*  which  latter  force  opposed  the  British  troops 
on  the  2l8t  of  November  1852.  In  addition  to  the  small  body 
left  to  garrison  the  pagoda — which  post  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  W.  Hill  of  the  1st  Madras  Fusiliers — to  keep 
the  river  clear  of  the  enemy's  boats  passing  by,  two  gun-boats 
were  also  left  at  Pegu  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Mason, 
R.N.,  of  H.M.S.  "  Fox.''  Each  boat  carried  a  12-pounder 
howitzer  and  12-poundcr  rockets.  The  boats  were  completely 
hidden  from  the  pagoda  by  thick  belts  of  bamboo  jungle, 
which  grew  up  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  great 
temple. 

General  Godwin  had  left  the  once  famous  capital  of  an  in- 
dependent kingdom,  assured  that  no  force  would  again  assemble 
in  that  part  of  the  province.  So  little  did  he  think  of  the 
enemy  daring  to  attack  the  garrison  of  Pegu,  that  he  left  a 
Peguese  chief,  by  name  Moung-Loung,  with  about  fifty  fol- 
lowers, to  induce  the  families  of  the  inhabitants  to  come  in, 
settle  themselves  quietly  in  their  houses,  and  re-people  the  then 
almost  ruined  and  deserted  city.  But  this  glorious  consum- 
mation was  not  in  the  order  of  things  ;  and,  as  has  been  seen, 
was  not  destined  to  be  accomplished.  It  was  too  much,  after 
losing  the  Shw^  Dagon — the  stronghold  of  Gautama — to  lose 
also  the  Shwe-madoo  Praw,  which  for  so  many  centuries  had 
towered  in  sublime  magnificence  to  the  skies.  Some  idea  of 
what  the  troops  had  to  defend  may  be  gained  from  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  : — ^The  pagoda  stands  upon  three  terraces ; 
the  upper  one  contained  the  troops  of  the  garrison  and  the 
commissariat  stores ;  the  upper  platform  was  nearly  a  square, 
each  side  of  which  measured  from  two  hundred  and  ten  to  two 


"  'i-ir  -  Mo""g-Gyoe,  the  CommanHor-ir  Oii^^g  brothei  jd  '»'*• 
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hundred  and  twenty  yards.*  A  low  brick  wall,  three  feet  high, 
had  formerly  enclosed  the  upper  platform.  The  dilapidation  of 
the  walls  was  on  every  side  apparent,  and  on  the  north-east 
and  west  sides  scarcely  any  wall  remained,  but  high  reedy  grass 
had  sprung  up — vegetation,  as  usual,  rapid  amid  the  scene  of 
neglect  and  ruin.  A  range  of  low  buildings  ran  along  each 
face  in  a  line  with  the  walls,  which  no  troops  occupied.  There 
was  a  Phongyee  house  on  each  side,  and  adjoining  the  base  of 
the  pagoda  itself.  In  these  sanctuaries  the  officers  were  quar- 
tered, one  only  being  reserved  for  a  magazine.  There  were 
four  large  entrances  on  the  top  platform,  open^  and  about 
thirty  feet  wide :  to  join  these  entrances  from  below  there  were 
between  thirty  and  forty  flights  of  steps.  The  second  terrace 
was  twelve  feet  below  the  upper,  and  extended  about  forty  feet 
on  all  sides  from  the  wall.  There  was  then  another  descent  of  six 
feet,  when  a  third  terrace  also  ran  about  forty  feet.  The  second 
and  third  terraces,  respectively,  were  three  hundred  and  twenty 
and  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  length  on  each  side  of  the 
pagoda,  t  The  high  grass  which  had  grown  up  all  round 
prevented  our  posted  sentries  in  many  places  firom  seeing  each 
other.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Burmese  warfare  will 
readily  understand  how  very  much  exposed  our  troops  were 
to  a  sudden  surprise,  when  Burmese  are  so  skilful  in  preserving 
silence  when  creeping  through  grass  to  cut  down  sentries. 
There  were  a  great  many  small  pagodas  on  the  east  and  west 
sides,  a  little  way  beyond  the  lower  terrace.  These  were  so 
close  to  each  other  that  on  the  east  face,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  yards  oflF,  they  formed  a  complete  wall  forty  yards 
in    length,  behind  which   the  enemy  were   in  perfect  safety. 


*  The  terrace  on  which  the  Shw^  Dagon  at  Bangoon  standB  is  nine  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  six  hnndred  and  eightj-five  broad. 

t  Each  eido  of  the  base  of  the  temple  measures  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
foet.     Tlie  shape  is  octagonal  at  the  base. 
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Numerous  other  pagodas  were  dotted  about  at  distances  from 
one  hundred  to  six  hundred  yards^  and  these  became  formidable 
barricades  when  jinjals  and  matchlocks  were  fired  firom  behind 
them.  The  remaining  very  important  advantage  on  the  side 
of  the  enemy  was^  that  the  north  and  east  sides  of  the  country 
being  higher  than  the  platform,  caused  every  man  to  be  ob- 
served passing  to  and  fro.  The  gallant  defenders,  it  will  now 
be  fully  seen,  were  thus  placed  in  a  very  critical  position,  with 
only  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  men  to  defend  what  required 
at  least  one  thousand  two  hundred  to  maintain,  without  haras- 
sing the  soldiery. 

But,  not  at  all  strange  in  this  contrary  world  of  ours,  the 
very  fact  of  a  small  band  being  left  to  garrison  Pegu,  this 
military  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  General,  was  the  means  of 
achieving  a  decided  political  success.  The  prowess  of  the 
British  arms  was  here  displayed  to  its  full  extent,  which  must 
have  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  Burmese  assailants^ 
whose  talc  would  run  rapidly  through  the  neighbouring  hostile 
soldiery —  all  tending  to  bring  about  the  conclusion  of  the 
war. 

Major  Hill  commenced  his  work  of  defence  by  barricading 
the  upper  platform.  Three  of  the  four  large  entrances  to  the 
pagoda  were  the  first  places  to  be  looked  to.  The  enemy  were 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  work  became  the  order  of  the  day- 
Parties  from  the  Europeans  and  Natives  were  ordered  out. 
The  Peguese  were  employed  in  cutting  down  the  high  grass 
with  their  dhas, — their  expcrtness  in  the  use  of  which  we  fre- 
quently noticed.  All  seemed  determined  to  render  the  citadel 
as  strong  as  possible.  Two  brass  4-pounders  and  aS-pounder, 
captured  on  the  21st  of  November,  were  placed  in  position  at 
the  gateways,  which  were  built  up  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
entrance  with  timbers,  about  twelve  feet  high,  leaving  just  a 
sufficient  opening  for  the  gun. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  account  of  the  attack  on  the 
river-picquet  and  boats  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  November. 
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These  did  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  enemy ;  for  though 
we  heard  but  a  few  shots  in  that  direction  whilst  the  pagoda  was 
attacked^  yet  as  soon  as  they  drew  off  from  us  they  made  a 
desperate  assault  in  that  quarter,  and  we  could  tell  from  the 
firing  increasing  at  intervals  more  than  at  others,  that  the 
attacks  were  being  resumed ;  but  the  blue  jackets,  with  their 
marine  artillery,  made  such  excellent  use  of  their  12-pounder 
howitzers  and  rockets,  that,  with  the  support  of  the  picquet  on 
shore,  they  proved  too  strong  for  the  Burmese.  This  was  a 
very  unequal  contest.  There  were  houses  within  thirty  yards 
of  where  the  picquet  was  posted,  besides  having  brushwood  all 
round,  which  enabled  the  enemy  to  conceal  themselves,  whilst 
our  men  were  exposed  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Lieutenant 
P.  A.  Brown  of  the  Fusiliers  commanded  on  this  occasion. 
Having  commissariat  stores  to  protect,  that  officer  with  his 
men  had  taken  the  precaution  before  dark  to  pile  up  the  bags 
of  rice,  tobacco,  barrels,  and  other  articles  which  were  lying 
about,  so  as  to  have  everything  as  compact  as  possible,  and 
then  make  his  post  secure  in  case  of  an  attack.  Some  of  the 
bags  caught  fire  during  the  night  from  the  rockets,  which  en- 
couraged the  enemy  to  approach  nearer,  when  some  of  our  men 
dashed  forward,  charged  them,  and  compelled  them  to  retire. 
After  continued  assaults  had  been  made  upon  this  little  post^ 
British  blood,  as  it  always  does,  proved  too  much  for  them^ 
and  they  withdrew,  leaving  the  picquet  quiet  for  the  rest  of 
the  night.  On  this,  as  on  several  other  occasions  during  the 
war,  the  rocket  practice  of  the  boats^  crews  of  Her  Majesty^s 
Navy  was  very  good ;  and  the  effect  of  such  practice,  added  to 
the  untiring  efforts  of  the  gallant  infantry,  plainly  showed  what 
a  small  body  of  men  can  do  against  a  large  number.  It  is  on 
such  outpost  affairs  generally  that  the  sharpest  firing  is  seen. 
General  Godwin  complimented  Major  Hill  and  his  force  for 
their  steady  gallantry  in  this  dashing  business,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  severe  lesson  which  had  been  given  the  enemy  would 
teach  the  Burmese  respect  for  our  new  position  and  the  vigil- 

15 
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ancc  of  its  garriRon^  so  as  to  prevent  any  future  molestation ! 
The  loss  sustained  in  the  boats  was  four  seamen  and  one  marine 
artilleryman  wounded.  Three  men  of  the  Fusiliers  were 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Mason^  R.N.^  narrowly  escaped  with  hii 
life^  a  shot  haWng  cut  through  his  neck-tie.  It  was  singular 
that  our  loss  on  the  27th  was  not  greater,  as  the  enemy 
attacked  also  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  is  about 
one  hundred  yards  wide  where  the  boats  were  in  position. 

In  consequence  of  the  Burmese  having  attempted  to  escalade 
on  three  sides  of  the  pagoda  on  the  night  of  the  27th,  Mqor 
Hill  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  captain  to  command  each 
face  of  the  pagoda,  with  instructions  that  if  any  one  face  was 
pressed  by  the  enemy,  the  captain  on  the  side  attacked  was  to 
concentrate  his  men  at  the  given  point  of  attack  until  support 
was  given.  This  admirable  arrangement  gave  a  responsibility 
to  the  officer  commanding  each  face,  and  enabled  him  to  act 
on  a  sudden  without  waiting  for  orders.  The  commandants  of 
faces  appointed  were  Captains  Stephenson  and  Nicolay  of  the 
Fusiliers,  to  the  north  and  east  faces  respectively ;  and  Cap- 
tains Brown  and  Wyndham  of  the  5th  Native  Infantry,  to  the 
west  and  south.  This  plan  allowed  Major  Hill  to  have  a 
general  supervision  over  the  whole  of  the  operations,  and  en- 
abled him  to  move  about  and  give  directions  where  his  presence 
was  most  required. 

It  was  soon  learned  from  the  manner  of  this  night  attack  by 
the  Burmese,  that  they  had  regularly  trained  troops  opposed 
to  us.  Chosen  crafty  ones  had  doubtless  found  their  way  from 
the  ^'  city  of  the  immortals ''  to  assist  Moung-Kyouk-Loung ! 
Now  our  men  might  be  seen  climbing  up  the  splendid  pagoda 
to  take  a  coup  d'ail  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  then 
would  appear  a  cluster  of  officers  talking  earnestly  over  the 
number  of  troops  and  the  defences.  Uncertainty  hovered  in 
■he  atmosphere.  But  this,  with  the  British  character,  only 
onr^p  tn  make  the  nerves  firmer,  and  to  raise  expectation  the 
•.^J.*-.        I  is  diflflcult  to  say  what  were  the  feelin^rp  o^    he  'I*. 
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tachment  of  the  Native  Infantry.  They  were  ready,  at  a 
moment^s  warning,  to  fight  or  die  by  the  side  of  British 
soldiers ! 

On  the  29th,  parties  of  the  enemy  were  seen  moving  in 
various  directions  to  the  north  of  the  pagoda;  Cassay*  horse- 
men were  among  them.  Next  were  seen  elephants  moving 
about,  bearing  officers  of  rank,  all  apparently  determined  on 
another  plan  of  attack.  All  this,  of  course,  tended  to  increase 
the  vigilance  of  the  garrison.  Major  Hill  very  prudently  with- 
drew the  picquet  of  fifty  men  on  the  open  bank  of  the  river,  a 
mile  away  from  the  pagoda ;  and  Lieutenant  Mason,  with  his 
boats,  was  desired  to  repair  to  Rangoon.  Upwards  of  forty  men 
of  the  force  were  now  sick  in  hospital,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
the  river  picquet  brought  additional  aid  for  the  defence.  It 
was  signally  providential  that  the  Burmese  did  not  come  on, 
for  Moung-Loung,  the  Pegu  chief,  reported  to  Major  Hill 
during  the  forenoon  of  the  Ist  of  December,  that  a  very  large 
train  of  carts  with  Talaing  families  was  then  making  its  way 
to  the  southward,  and  that  some  of  their  goungs  (chiefs)  had 
come  in  advance  to  know  whether  they  might  claim  protection 
from  the  garrison.  At  about  5  o^clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  two  hundred  and  sixteen  carts,  laden  with  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  two  thousand  persons,  chiefly  women  and  chil- 
dren, came  in  for  protection.  These  poor  creatures  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  jungles,  and  had  wandered  about  from  place  to 
place,  with  of  course  no  settled  residence  while  the  royal 
troops  remained  in  the  province.  "Pity  and  protect  the 
slave  ! ''  was  never  uttered  by  the  swarthy  African  with  more 
intense  feeling  than  now  marked  the  desires  of  those  Asiatics — 
whose  ancestors  had  had  a  king  of  their  own  to  rule  over  them 

^  **  The  Mnniporeans,  or  people  of  Cassaj  in  paitioxilar,  abound  in  great 
nambers,  and  they  are  much  prized  as  clever  workmen.  Owing  to  their 
superior  skill  in  the  management  of  the  horse,  the  Burmese  oayalrj  is 
almost  exclusively  composed  of  them;  and  they  are  disting^oished  by  the 
national  appellation  of '  the  Cassay  Horse/  " — Major  Snodgrass's  **  Narrative  of 
the  First  Burmese  War." 

16  • 
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— ab  their  eyes  were  directed  to  the  British  for  protection! 
The  gprouud  covered  by  their  carts  occupied  several  acres^  for  it 
must  be  recollected  the  Pegu  carts  and  buffaloes  are  of  a  pro- 
digious size.  It  was  now  a  matter  of  anxiety  to  afford  protec- 
tion to  the  families  as  well  as  to  their  property,  whilst  they  lay 
scattered  about,  and  the  enemy  were  nigh  at  hand.  The  infirm, 
as  well  as  all  the  women  and  children,  were  allowed  to  remain 
on  the  upper  platform  of  the  pagoda  during  the  night,  while 
the  others  remained  below  to  look  after  the  cattle  and  goods. 
Reader,  just  picture  to  yourself  the  upper  platform  of  the  Pegu 
Pagoda !  It  is  night,  and  the  troops  are  wearied  after  the  pre- 
paration and  arrangements  of  the  day.  Sleep  for  the  weary 
watchers  would  fain  "  knit  up  the  ravelled  sleeve  of  care  I " 
Suddenly  bursts  forth  the  clamorous  noise  of  children;  the 
sentries  cannot  hear  beyond  the  walls.  There  are  sick  chil- 
dren, and  others  wanting  food;  and  behold!  several  officers, 
up  a  great  portion  of  the  night,  feeding  the  weary  and  desti- 
tute with  biscuit,  to  quiet  the  Peguese  vociferation !  The  help- 
less now  feel  assured  that  Gautama,  through  the  influence  of 
the  fairies  dwelling  in  the  golden  tee  above,  has  sent  guardian 
angels  to  protect  them  I  As  this  arrangement  inconvenienced 
the  troops,  it  only  lasted  three  nights.  Major  Hill  determined 
on  destroying  all  the  houses  in  the  street  below,  as  they  could 
only  give  cover  to  the  enemy ;  and  orders  were  thereupon  issued 
to  stockade  in  the  Peguese  under  the  walls  of  the  pagoda. 
This  severe  work  was  performed  in  a  manner  truly  admirable 
— officers  and  men,  every  one  assisting  to  fortify  the  oppressed, 
after  their  own  national  fashion!  There  was  the  European 
working  with  almost  gigantic  strength,  felling  down  many  a 
noble  tree,  working  with  a  right  good  will ;  there  the  skilful 
and  active  sapper;  and  there  the  sepoy,  having  stopped  work 
■or  a  time,  grinning  with  a  benevolent  coimtenance !  The 
tiusKQnds  of  those  we  had  to  protect  only  a  few  miles  off,  and 
•r    florlit  against   "s,  were   little   dreaming  of  ^^tish 


t  •  I  ■  •»-• 
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walls  of  Pegu.  The  stockade,  covering  about  two  acres  o£ 
ground,  was  soon  done.  The  carta  and  buffaloes  were  all  sys- 
temstically  arranged,  and  took  up  their  position  in  line  and 
column  in  a  manner  quite  worthy  of  the  "  Artilleiy  Exercise." 
All  were  stockaded  in  by  nightfall.  The  women  and  children 
were  placed  in  the  carts  nearest  to  the  walls,  so  as  to  shelter 
them  as  much  as  possible  firom  the  shot.  The  men  were  ata- 
tioned  in  front,  with  their  spears,  matchlocks,  and  sharp  dhfia, 
to  fight  for  their  families — which  they  did,  fearlessly  and  welt. 
Dr.  Beautfieur,  the  zealous  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  stockaded 
allies,  had  several  severe  cases  brought  to  him  for  treatment. 
Spies  had  been  loitering  about ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  we  could  discover,  from  the  elevations  of  the  pagoda,  that 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  were  more  extensive  than  usual, 
and  that  they  mustered  in  greater  force.  The  Cassay  horse- 
men did  not  now  conceal  their  numbers  &om  our  view,  and 
were  seen  galloping  about  in  larger  bodies.  Towards  the  even- 
ing of  that  day  faint  sounds  of  firing  were  heard  at  intervals, 
as  if  from  a  long  distance  down  the  river.  Night  had  set  in, 
when  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  jungle,  which  was  immediately 
returned  by  the  sentry  who  was  fired  at.  Shortly  before  this  it 
had  been  reported  to  Major  Hill  that  a  low  sound  of  voices 
was  heard,  as  of  troops  moving  about  in  the  jungle.  Firing 
soon  became  the  order  of  the  night,  and  a  discharge  of  canister 
from  a  24-pounder  howitzer,  in  the  direction  of  the  voices, 
roused  every  one  into  action.  Before  9  o'clock  Major  Hill  was 
called  away  from  the  defences  to  two  sepoys  of  the  6th  Madras 
Native  Infantry,  who  had  hailed  the  picquet  from  the  jungle — ' 
the  south  picquet — the  sergeant  of  which  had  brought  them 
in.  Fortunately  for  these  men,  the  firing,  which  was  com- 
menced at  the  pagoda  just  before  they  arrived,  was  on  the  east 
face,  whereas  tbey  came  from  the  south.*    Their  object  was  to 


■  Firing  wu  kept  ap  round  the  pagoda,  uid  did  not  cbmb  niitil  titer  raid* 
night,  when  the  moon  loas. 
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report  the  sad  fate  of  a  jemadar  and  his  mcn^  the  former  of 
whom^  with  three  or  four  sepoys,  while  convoying  supplies  in 
a  boat  from  Rangoon,  had  been  killed  by  the  Burmese. 

The  officers  were  sitting  quietly  at  breakfast,  discussing  the 
deeds  of  night  and  morning,  when  the  well-known  cry  of 
"Turn  out!^^   raised  a   stir  among  all   hands;    at  the  same 
time  the  Burmese  shout  of  attack  was  heard  at  the  south-west 
angle  of  the  pagoda.     While  the  firing  at  the  south-west  angle 
summoned  the  men  to  the  walls,  a  very  singular  and  gueriUa- 
like  scene  was  exhibited.     In  an  instant  heights,  mounds,  and 
pagodas  were  crowned  with  men,  who  opened  a  sharp  but  ill- 
directed  fire  against  our  troops.     The  little  curling  smoke  was 
now  to  be  seen  issuing  from  the  place  where  was  perched  each 
wily  matchlock-man;    the  sky  was  beautifully  clear;   every 
object  came  to  view ;  and  the  whole  had  the  effect  of  a  gor- 
geous panorama.     It  was  soon  discovered — from  the  Burmese 
balls  coming  among  us  from  such  elevated  positions — ^that  our 
enemies  were  likely  to  have  the  best  of  it.     It  was,  however, 
highly  ludicrous,  in  the  midst  of  danger,  to  hear  the  men 
joking  with  each  other  as  they  brought  down  a  man  or  two 
from  the  high  pinnacle  on  which  the  Burmese  had  so  proudly 
perched  themselves.     The  surprise  having  failed,  the  enemy 
were   no   doubt    astonished    to   find  that  the  Peguese  were 
sheltered    in   a    well-made   stockade;    there   was   the  reality 
bristling  up  before  their  eyes  !     It  was  now  evident,  from  the 
enemy  taking  possession  of  the  elevations,  that  they  did  not 
intend   going   away;    and  so  decided   an   advantage   did  the 
heights  give  them  of  sweeping  the  platform  with  their  shot, 
that  nearly  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  were  expended 
that  day  in  keeping  down  their  fire.     To  save  life  it  was  now 
requisite  to  barricade  the  pagoda  as  strongly  as  possible.    Lieu- 
;enant  Campbell,  the  officer  of  Engineers,  had  had  no  sand- 
lags  supplied  him  to  make  a  temporary  defence ;  it  was,  there- 
hrp,  Tir'»essary  to  apply  to  the  Commissariat  for  all  the  empt^ 

,.    ....       iQ-«^ou    '>ipv  f»OTil'1  grive.  »uH  th»«P  Kftine   fontiH  ^nttn»-. 
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quate^  bags  of  rice,  and  barrels  of  pork  and  biscuit  were  also 
called  for.     As  soon  as  it  became  dark  the  Sappers  were  set  to 
work.     At  night  gongs  were  heard  in  various  parts  of  the 
jungle,  as  if  the  Burmese  were  assembling  their  troops.    The 
firing  was  not  so  heavy  during  the  night  as  it  had  been  that 
day,  still  there  was  little  cessation  of  it^  while  the  working 
parties  were  heard  about  the  walls.     It  was  of  importance  to 
get  the  Peguese  into  military  order  in  the  event  of  an  attack. 
Some  two  hundred  and  ninety  had  enrolled  themselves  as 
fighting  men,  but  out  of  that  number  only  fifty  had  muskets — 
our  old  flint-locks — while  the  remainder  were  armed  with  spears 
and  swords.     Major  Hill  visited  the  stockade,  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  a  Burmese  interpreter,  pointed  out  to  Moung- 
Loimg  the  way  in  which  he  wished  his  men  to  be  disposed  of 
should  an  assault  take  place.    The  men  with  fire-arms  were 
placed  at  short  distances  between  the  spearmen,  so  as  to  give 
a  greater  appearance  of  strength  in  that  particular  arm ;  a  cer- 
tain number  were  told  off  as  sentinels  on  duty,  to  be  regularly 
relieved.     The  goungs  were  placed  so  as  to  give  orders,  and  to 
overlook  their  own  men.     Major  Hill  visited  the  stockade  of 
:he  allies  every  night,  to  give  them  confidence,  and  to  see  that 
they  were  all  on  the  alert.     To  show  how  much  our  troops 
were  exposed  on  the  platform  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
done,  the  officers'  servants  were  obliged  to  erect  some  kind  of 
protection  for  the  beds  of  their  masters  and  themselves  when 
they  lay  down  to  rest.     Several  days  and  nights  were  passed 
without  any  cessation  of  firing.     With  all  the  fatigue  of  mind 
and  body  was  excessive,  particularly  so  with  the  indefatigable 
commander  of  the  garrison.     The  chance  of  being  able  to  eat 
one's  dinner  without  being  shot  at  seemed  remote  indeed.    An 
officer  of  the  Fusiliers  received  a  severe  contusion  while  seated 
at  the  mess -table ;  several  servants  were  wounded,  and  one  was 
killed  while  waiting  upon  his  master.     A  Peguer  also  received 
a  mortal  wound  while  at  work  inside  the  mess-house.     On  the 
8th  the  men  began  to  feel  the  incessant  work.     Every  man 
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was  daily  on  duty  ten  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  The  ex- 
posure and  fatigue  increasing,  Major  Hill  at  length  deemed  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  inform  General  Godwin  of  the  deter- 
mined nature  of  the  enemy.  All  ammunition  expended,  we 
would  then  be  compelled  to  evacuate  the  pagoda,  and  force  a 
way  back  to  Rangoon  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Four  goodly 
men  and  true,  for  fifty  rupees  a  head,  came  forth  from  Moung- 
Loung^s  detachment  and  volunteered  to  carry  a  letter  to  General 
Godwin.  Three  copies  were  sent  with  the  original,  so  that 
each  man  had  his  letter.  The  Major  did  not  ask  for  any  more 
men,  but  added,  ''  All  I  want  is  ammunition.''  As  soon  as  it 
was  dark,  the  messengers  started  on  their  hazardous  enterprise. 
There  was  a  Burmese  force  on  all  sides  of  the  pagoda  of  at 
least  six  thousand  men,  and  had  the  carriers  fallen  into  their 
hands,  they  would  probably  have  been  decapitated  or  crucified, 
according  to  Burmese  custom. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12tli  the  joyful  sound  of  firing  from 
British  war-boats  ran  like  an  electric  shock  through  the  weary 
garrison.  But  despair  soon  followed,  our  forebodings  were 
indeed  verified, — the  naval  party  had  failed  in  their  attempt  to 
communicate  with  us.  From  the  crowded  state  of  the  stockade, 
together  with  the  cold  damp  nights  and  the  scanty  supply  of 
food  they  had,  cholera  broke  out  among  our  Peguese  allies. 
Fortunately,  the  scourge  did  not  extend  to  the  troops.  The 
sudden  withdrawal  of  the  gun-boats,  with  relief  so  near  at 
hand,  quickly  became  the  all-absorbing  topic.  But  the  assur- 
ance that  General  Godwin  was  now  aware  of  our  difficulties, 
served  to  rouse  us  to  increased  effi)rt. 

After  this  event  the  enemy's  fire  gradually  ceased.  Those 
only  who  have  watched  night  after  night  can  form  an  idea  of 
how  much  a  temporary  calm  is  appreciated.  But  yet  it  is 
difficult  to  reconcile  oneself  to  the  change.  On  the  present 
occasion  the  whistling  of  the  bullets — the  rattling  of  the  boards 
Tie  speedy  movement — the  sound  from  a  cluster  of  voices, — 
..r    i-,nt  '>'    *)1  ^b'**  p**pmw"  ^n  create  a  vacancy  'u  thf  «^«itr  ^^ 
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affairs  quite  unintelligible  !  The  reply  of  "  All  right,  sir !  '^  to 
the  officers  on  duty  passing  along  their  beat,  could  not  disturb 
well-earned  repose.  But  in  the  morning,  yelling  from  the 
Burmese— the  firing  of  canister  from  our  howitzers— and  clear- 
ing the  platform  for  action,  soon  destroyed  the  peaceful  de- 
lusion. The  Burmese  having  made  a  determined  attempt  to 
force  their  way  into  the  Peguese  stockade,  came  to  a  hand-to- 
hand  contest  with  the  allies,  who  received  some  severe  wounds 
from  spears  and  matchlocks ;  and  it  was  not  until  they 
tasted  the  cold  steel  from  some  of  our  Rifle  sepoys  that  they 
drew  off.*  Another  night  had  closed  upon  us,  when  again  the 
welcome  sound  of  a  British  gun  was  heard  down  the  river.  The 
Artillery  officer  reported]his  hearing  guns ;  he  had  also  observed 
a  rocket  fired  perpendicularly.  Wellington's  remark  at  Water- 
loo, "  There  goes  old  Blucher  at  last ! ''  could  scarcely  have  been 
uttered  with  more  heartfelt  pleasure  than  "  There's  old  Godwin 
at  last ! "  by  the  garrison  of  Pegu. 

At  11  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  first  firing  of 
General  Godwin's  relieving  force  was  heard.  As  the  troops 
were  seen  nearing  the  pagoda,  cheering  became  general 
throughout  the  garrison,  and  continued  until  Lieutenant  Elliott, 
who  commanded  the  advanced  guard,  entered  the  small  aper- 
ture— made  as  an  embrasure  for  one  of  our  small  guns — on  the 
eastern  entrance  of  the  pagoda. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  although  no  troops  had  been  ob- 
served moving  about,  a  sudden  discharge  of  musketry  issued 
from  the  opening  of  the  jungle,  which  had  been  cut  down.  A 
12-pounder  howitzer,  loaded  with  canister,  was  ready  pointed 
in  the  direction,  to    the   north,  where    it   was  supposed  the 


'^  The  loss  of  the  Burmese  must  have  been  very  great,  as  they  had  not 
before  ventured  to  cross  a  piece  of  clear  g^ond.  One  man  of  immense 
stature  was  found  dead,  supposed  to  be  a  chief.  The  Peguese  hung  him  up  to 
a  tree  in  triumph,  but  his  body  was  out  down  at  sunset,  and  thrown  into  a  dry 
well. 
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enemy  might  appear^  and  it  was  discharged  with  the  happiest 
effect.  Firing  now  commenced^  and  at  sunset  the  picquet  was 
increased  to  one  hundred  Europeans  and  fifty  sepoys.  By  that 
time  several  men  had  been  wounded. 

On  the  5th^  6th^  and  7th,  the  working  parties  were  increased 
and  uprights  were  fixed  in  the  ground,  about  ten  feet  firom 
each  other,  and  planks  were  nailed  upon  them,  as  being  the 
most  expeditious  way  of  keeping  the  men  out  of  sight  of  the 
enemy.  Their  attacks  were  now  directed  against  the  north 
face ;  and  notwithstanding  our  men  had  been  for  some  time 
worried  and  fired  on — in  spit  of  shot  flying  about — the  Euro- 
peans were  quite  observable  outside,  coolly  nailing  on  the 
planks,  while  others  sat  on  the  top  of  the  beams,  assisting 
in  the  work,  under  a  heavy  fire  all  day.  The  Burmese  must 
have  set  them  down  as  at  least  possessing  a  charmed  life ;  but 
it  was  nothing  more  than  British  courage  and  working  with  a 
hearty  good-will — qualities  which  had  for  nearly  a  century 
distinguished  the  Madras  Fusiliers.  The  picquet  was  obliged 
to  act  as  a  covering  party  to  keep  down  the  fire,  otherwise  we 
might  have  lost  many  men.  The  enemy  had  now  taken  up  a 
position  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  with  the  number  of 
their  force  increased,  and  where  an  irregular  brick  building 
was  turned  into  a  battery  by  them.  It  has  not  been  recorded 
that  on  the  departure  of  General  Godwin  a  stockade  had  been 
erected,  according  to  his  orders,  at  the  landing-place  on  the 
bank  of  the  river.  The  enemy's  battery  was  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  yards  from  this  stockade,  and  was  a  great 
annoyance  to  it.  The  gun-boats,  under  Captain  Tarleton^ 
R.N.,  having  been  withdrawn,  we  could  not  cross  the  river  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  strong  position  they  had  taken  up, 
"vho,  finding  that  we  had  no  boats,  at  length  rendered  the 
stockade,  from  its  unfinished  condition,  almost  untenable.  Up 
'^  the  7th  one  captain  was  mortally  wounded  (Captain  Nicolay 
./*>>*>  "BSisiliers),  one  artilleryman  was  killed,  and  thirteen  men 

,nt\f*f  ^fy   the  morninir  of  the   8th,  fo"**   SO"lP  a^^^nijr* 
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reason  difficult  to  understand,  tbe  enemy  were  seen  from  the 
heights  of  the  pagoda  marching  in  two  confused  columns,  in 
full  retreat.  The;  went  northward,  and  never  again  appeared 
to  oppose  us.  And  thus  ended  the  protracted  transactions  at 
Pegu! 

In  conseqnence  of  the  "  very  gallant  and  distinguished  coU' 
duct"  of  Major  Hill  throughout  these  stirring  events,  the 
Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council  bestowed 
upon  him  a  special  mark  of  favour.*  Previous  to  this  the 
thanks  of  the  Supreme  Government  of  India  were  sent  him  by 
General  Godwin,  as  well  as  to  the  garrison  under  his  orders, 
for  the  gallant  defence  of  Pegu : — 

"  Fori  fVilUam,  4th  January  1853. 

"  4th.  The  Governor-General  in  Council  requests  that  yon 
will  convey  to  Major  Hill  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  the  marked  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  Government  of  India,  for  the  bravery  and  steadi- 
ness with  which  they  met  and  repulsed  the  continuous  and 
harassing  attacks  of  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  for  many  days, 
before  reinforcements  arrived  at  Pegu." 

*  Commuid  of  the  Owitlior  Contingont,  with  itbont  2,000  Ba.  &  month.  Wa 
h*<d  tbo  pleunn  of  leadiog  the  oonrtooni  lett«r  from  Ixird  Dalhonsie  by  whiah 
thia  noble  gift  -*«•  oonvoTed. 
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CHAPTER    III.* 

BELIEF   OP   PEGU,   AND   OTHEB   OPBBATIONS. — THE 

PBOCLAMATION. 

The  most  energetic  measures  were  now  taken  at  Rangoon  by 
General  Godwin  to  answer  with  all  possible  speed  the  needy 
call  for  relief  which  came  from  the  Pegu  garrison.  Rangoon 
had  not  been  in  such  a  state  of  excitement  since  its  capture  by 
the  British  in  April.  Had  the  tide  of  fortune  at  length  turned 
against  us  ?  Had  the  mine  of  Burmese  vengeance  at  length  been 
sprung,  to  tell  us  that  the  dynasty  of  Alompra  was  not  yet  in 
danger,  and  rouse  us  into  action  ?  In  any  way  a  great  event 
had  taken  place.  The  wonted  energy  of  our  chief  when  any- 
tliing  like  danger  was  to  be  encountered  proved  him  to  be  the 
man  for  this  emergency.  But  General  Godwin  unfortunately  had 
much  difficulty  in  providing  transports  for  the  troops  for  the 
relief  of  Pegu.  Trv'o  hundred  and  fifty  Madras  Fusiliers  under 
Captain  Renaud  had  been  obliged  to  return  to  Rangoon  in  con- 
sequence of  the  disabled  state  of  the  river  steamer  "Nerbudda/* 


•>^caoij   Jitbiv)8b  Ob  AttUyitxed  to  this  chapter,  it  being  chiefly  "wxittv. 
.n«i<niaiin'^  ♦/»  ^v**-  »nthor  by  General  Neill — the  *'  aven&rinir  oTir-^i  »•  « 
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in  ffhich  they  had  embarked.     These  troops  were  transhipped  to 
the  "  Mahanuddy/^  a  vessel  whose  boilers  had  seen  rather  too 
much  service.     It  was  not,  therefore,  until  both  these  steamers 
had  been  repaired  that  the  head-quarters  in  the  "  Nerbudda/' 
and  the  Madras  Fusiliers  in  the  "  Mahanuddy/^  were  enabled 
to  leave  Rangoon.     At  noon  of  the  12th  of  December  both 
vessels   steamed   on   until  sunset,   the  "  Nerbudda "  leading. 
At  daylight  next  morning,  which  was  very  foggy,  all  the  boats 
conveying  the  other  troops,  under  convoy  of  Captain  Tarleton, 
R.N.,  proceeded  with  the  "  Nerbudda ''  up  the  river ;  the  other 
steamer  was  supposed  to  be  following  not  far  astern.     They 
approached  the  village  of  Lomen  Seedee  as  the  mist  was  rising 
which  was  found,  as  expected,  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
river  staked,  abreast  of  it.     We  were  quite  prepared  for  the 
foe;    guns  loaded,    and  a  party  of  twenty-five  men  on   each 
paddle-box — the  starboard  furnished  by  the  Madras,  the  lar- 
board by  the  Bengal  Fusiliers.     We  had  evidently  taken  the 
Burmese  by  surprise ;  some  of  them  were  seen  about  the  vil- 
lage, also  a  large  party  with  some  horsemen  moving  about  on 
the  plain.     The  left  bank  near  where  the  steamer  was  anchored 
was   an  open   plain;    higher  up   and  out   of  shot,   stood  the 
village.     The  troops  were  soon   landed;    and  it  was   speedily 
determined   to    occupy  the   village,    as    affording    shelter — ^it 
having  been  taken  for  granted  that  the  enemy  had  retreated. 
The  Bengal  Fusiliers  were,  therefore,  moved  up  to  some  of  the 
nearest  houses,  when  about  twenty  shots  were  fired  into  them 
from   the  high   grass   and    jungle   adjoining.     One   man  was 
slightly  wounded ;  the  Burmese  escaped  without  either  being 
seen  or  fired  upon.     The  village  was  then  occupied,  the  Madras 
Fusiliers  being   on  picquet  in  advance.     The  "Mahanuddy'' 
not  having  yet  arrived  with  the  remainder  of  the  Fusiliers,  the 
other  steamer  was  therefore  sent  down  to  bring  the  men  up. 
The  day  wore  on,  and  there  being  no  appearance  of  the  steamer^ 
arrangements  were  made  to  pass  the  night  in  the  village,  and 
picquets  were  thrown  out ;  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  drive 
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the  enemy  further  away,  or  out  of  the  village  of  Upper  Seedee^ 
about  a  mile  distant.  This  village  had  on  several  occaaionB— 
particularly  the  last,  when  the  boats  were  obliged  to  retire — 
annoyed  the  navy  considerably ;  and  the  occupation  of  it  might 
have  been  attended  with  little  or  no  loss  had  its  entrenchments 
been  turned  by  a  small  party^  and  the  enemy  there,  about  three 
hundred  or  four  hundred  men,  driven  off,  and  perhaps  inter- 
cepted. 

About  midnight  a  volley  was  fired  into  some  of  the  houses^ 
by  which  one  Bengal  Fusilier  was  killed  and  another  was 
mortally  wounded ;  a  sailor  was  also  mortally  wounded.  Irre- 
gular firing  now  commenced,  and  the  sentries  at  other  points 
of  the  line  also  giving  the  alarm,  some  firing — which  was  for- 
tunately put  a  stop  to  in  time — had  nearly  caused  considerable 
confusion,  to  which  the  increasing  consternation  of  the  servants 
and  few  camp-followers  would  have  materially  added.  Two 
hours  after  this  disturbance  the  bamboo  flooring  of  one  of  the 
houses  occupied  by  the  followers  falling  in,  caused  great 
alarm ;  the  troops  of  course,  without  inquiring  into  the  cause^ 
stood  to  their  arms  and  behaved  steadily.  The  steamer  re- 
turned during  the  night  with  Captain  Rcnaud's  party,  their 
detention  having  been  caused  by  the  ''  Mahanuddy ''  unfortu- 
nately grounding.  The  troops  were  landed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  by  7  A.M.  the  whole  force  advanced  in  the  following 
order  : — Two  ship  guns  dragged  by  sailors  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
under  Captain  Shadwell,  B.N. ;  two  hundred  and  fifty  Madras 
Fusiliers  under  Captain  Renaud ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  Bengal 
Fusiliers  under  Major  Gerrard,  and  three  hundred  Sikhs  under 
Major  Armstrong,  formed  the  advance  of  seven  hundred  men. 
General  Godwin  commanding,  with  Brigadier  Dickenson.  Two 
hundred  of  the  10th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  under  Captain 
Monro ;  four  hundred  and  fifty  Bengal  Fusiliers  under  Colonel 
^udor — six    hundred   and   fifty    men  —  iormed    the  reserve 

•nder  Brigadier-General  Steel,  C.B.     The   force  mo^ed  oJBL. 

..-.r'>hin^   iwny  froffi  the  pvcr  so  as  to  avoid  S«^dee     *'^t^  '^t 
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nearing  a  small  village  came  upon  the  high  road  leading  to  the 
south-west  gateway  of  the  mound  or  old  wall  round  the  an- 
cient city  of  Pegu.  In  the  outskirts  of  the  village  about  three 
hundred  of  the  enemy  were  posted,  and  on  the  plain  about  one 
hundred  Cassay  horse.  On  the  approach  of  our  advanced 
troops  the  enemy  cheered  and  came  on  towards  us,  their  in- 
fantry flanked  by  their  cavalry.  Our  skirmishers  pushed  on, 
answering  their  cheers;  firing  commenced,  and  the  Burmese 
retired,  the  infantry  into  the  jungle  in  our  front,  the  cavalry 
keeping  to  the  plain  on  our  flank.  As  the  head  of  the  colunm 
was  entering  the  jungle  near  the  south-west  angle  of  the 
mound,  a  short  halt  took  place ;  the  guides  had  evidently  been 
leading  the  column  in  the  wrong  direction  for  that  point. 
Counsel  was  now  taken  of  an  excellent  guide  in  Captain 
Renaud^s  service,  who,  having  urgently  represented  that  the 
defences  at  the  west  point  were  particularly  strong — as  was 
subsequently  seen — and  that  the  proper  way,  which  he  offered 
to  show,  was  by  the  east  side,  he  was  at  once  directed  to  lead 
the  column.  The  force  continued  its  march,  and  after  a  very 
fatiguing  morning's  work,  reached  the  gateway  in  the  eastern 
bund.*  Here,  the  head  of  the  column  first  came  in  contact 
with  the  enemy.  Captain  Renaud's  party  quickly  pushed  over 
the  bund.  The  Burmese  came  down  through  the  jungle  on  the 
flanks  of  the  column,  and  opened  fire  on  the  reserve ;  their 
fire  was  speedily  answered,  and  they  were  compelled  to  retire. 
All  then  pushed  forward  and  got  within  the  bund.  Firing  had, 
up  to  the  time  of  the  column  entering  the  bund,  been  heard 
near  the  pagoda.  Telescopes  were  now  in  requisition,  but 
nothing  could  be  seen  of  the  garrison.  A  man  was  at  last  dis- 
covered on  the  pagoda;  he  was  made  out  to  be  a  Burmese 
soldier ;  he  was  immediately  afterwards  declared  to  be  a  Madras 
lascar.     General  Godwin,  who  had  been  in  a  state  of  intense 


*  An  artificial  mound  of  earth. 
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anxiety^  was  at  once  relieved.  The  force  now  pushed  on  to  the 
east  gateway  of  the  pagoda;  and  it  was  not  until  a  very  short 
distance  from  it  that  we  observed  the  garrison,  and  then  learned 
that  the  line  of  bund  and  old  pagodas  from  which  it  was  com- 
manded;  had  been  occupied  by  the  Burmese  until  within  a  few 
minutes  of  our  entering  the  fortress,  that  we  had  taken  them 
in  reverse,  and  that  had  we  been  aware  of  it,  by  detaching  a 
party  to  our  right  on  entering  the  first  bund,  we  might  have 
cut  many,  if  not  all,  off.  The  troops  were  now  "dead  beat'*; 
and  quietly  rising  with  terrific  glow,  shone  forth  the  fierce 
Burmese  sun — ^than  which  the  heat  is  nowhere  more  intense, 
except  perhaps  occasionally  in  China.  Few  out  of  the  whole 
force  were  equal  to  more  exertion  during  the  heat  of  that  day. 
It  had  been  a  long  and  fatiguing  march,  but  not  yet  was  there 
to  be  a  rest  of  any  duration.  All  the  troops  crowded  into  the 
pagoda  and  completely  covered  its  area.  Then  commenced 
cordial  greetings  of  welcome;  tales  of  adventure  experienced 
within  the  last  few  days;  and  the  frequent  remark  of  the 
soldier  to  his  comrade  on  the  careworn  and  fagged  appear- 
ance of  some  of  the  relieved.  The  men  were  lying  about 
taking  their  rest  when,  about  4  p.m.,  a  fire  was  opened  upon 
them  from  the  old  commanding  ground  which  the  enemy  had 
again  occupied ;  in  a  few  minutes  several  men  were  hit,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  dislodge  and  drive  them  out  of  the  defences 
along  the  river  bank,  and  south  and  west  faces  of  the  bund. 
These  services  were  performed  in  a  very  brilliant  manner  by 
the  troops  employed ;  and  this  being  the  first  time  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  beholding  the  Sikhs  acting  by  themselves,  their 
progress  was  attentively  observed.  Nothing  could  have  ex- 
ceeded their  enthusiasm,  and  their  forward  propensities  were 
beyond  a  doubt.  They  advanced  steadily  and  coolly  across  a 
piece  of  open  ground  fully  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Burmese, 
"^10-  po^^^ed  on  the  mound,  were  completely  covered  by  the 
hPT  MnslipH    >n  >iowever,  without  answering  the  fire. 


^  I  .  r'  '  •- 
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drove  them  from  their  position.  The  same  men  whose  bravery 
had  given  Lords  Hardinge  and  Gough  their  peerages,  wlio  had 
proved  themselves  to  be  one  of  the  most  formidable  foes  the 
British  ever  had  to  encounter  in  India,  were  now  nobly  acting 
on  our  side  in  defence  of  order  and  a  just  government,  nearly 
three  thousand  miles  from  the  land  of  their  birth,  from  the  land 
where  the  pride  of  the  Khalsa  army  but  yesterday  became 
mutinous,  disorganised,  and  fallen  !  The  Bengal  Fusiliers  had 
been  directed  to  clear  the  works  to  the  south  and  west,  which 
they  soon  did  in  an  effective  style,  destroying  the  stockades 
and  defences,  out  of  which  they  expelled  the  enemy.  All  the 
troops  returned  after  dusk  to  the  pagoda,  well  tired  out ;  they 
slept  under  what  cover  they  could  get ;  many,  being  without 
great- coats,  suffered  much  during  the  night  from  the  cold  damp 
and  dew,  which,  no  doubt,  laid  the  foundation  of  much  of  the 
subsequent  sickness  and  mortality. 

From  what  we  saw  of  the  Cassay  horse,  and  the  activity  of 
the  enemy  in  evading  us  on  the  plain,  we  all  looked  forward 
to  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Sturt^s  land  column,*  with  a  portion 
of  Burgoyne's  Troop  of  Madras  Horse  Artillery,  Sappers,  Ram- 
ghur  Cavalry,  and  67th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  feeling  assured 
the  mounted  men  would  give  a  good  account  of  the  cunning 
Burmese  soldiery  on  the  plains  over  which  they  had  to  pass  to 
reach  Shwe-gyeen  or  Sittang ;  and  more  particularly  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  the  whole  Burmese  army  of  about  nine 
thousand  or  ten  thousand  men  were  observed  from  the  pagoda 
taking  up  a  position  and  entrenching  themselves  on  the  plains 
about  the  village  of  Kully,  between  four  and  five  miles  distant, 
on  the  Shw6-gyeen  road. 

It  was  now  but  natural  to  believe  that  General  Godwin  would 
not  venture  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  such  force  without 
aid  from  the  expected  land  column  in  the  shape  of  cavalry  and 
artillery.     In  the  first  place  he  could  have  no  guns  with  him, 

*  Of  some  seven  hundred  men,  which  General  Godwin  had  despatched  to 
co-operate  with  hia  other  force. 

16 


242  OUB   BUBMESE   WABS. 

for  he  had  ''  no  means  of  drawing  them '' ;  and  in  the  fiecond, 
without  cavalry^  in  any  fortunate  movement  made  by  onr  in- 
fantry, he  had  not  the  means  of  following  up  and  cutting  off 
the  enemy.  But  no  doubt  the  GeneraPs  presence  was  urgently 
required  at  Prome.  To  him  time  was  everything.  He  would 
not  be  content  with  the  glorious  achievement  of  having  re- 
lieved Pegu,  but  he  was  determined  also  to  free  that  garrison 
from  the  near  position  of  the  Burmese  army  I  It  is  difficult  to 
say  whether  others,  similarly  situated,  would  not  have  been  in- 
clined to  act  likewise ;  but  we  think  that  the  majority,  under 
the  circumstances,  would  have  waited  for  the  land  column.  Ab 
to  time,  there  was  Brigadier-General  Steel,  a  distinguished 
Company's  officer,  who  could  have  waited  to  disperse  the 
enemy  with  effect,  while  the  senior  general  was  steaming  to 
Rangoon  or  to  Prome,  ready  to  gain  any  amount  of  glory  that 
might  be  in  store  for  him.     But  it  was  ordained  otherwise. 

On  the  15th,  orders  were  issued  for  the  force  to  march  on  the 
following  morning.  During  the  day  this  was  countermanded 
in  consequence  of  the  commissariat  supplies  not  being  brought 
up.  The  Burmese  were  still  observed  entrenching  themselves 
about  the  village  of  Kully,  and  showed  no  intention  of  retiring. 

On  the  16th  nothing  was  heard  from  Colonel  Sturf  s  column. 
According  to  orders  issued  on  that  day  the  force — composed  of 
five  hundred  and  seventy  Bengal  Fusiliers,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  lOtli  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  three  hundred  and 
thirty  Sikhs,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Madras  Fusiliers,  and  thirty 
Sappers ;  total,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  men — 
was  warned  to  be  prepared  to  move  on  the  following  morning. 
The  men  were  directed  to  carry  their  great-coats,  and  one  day's 
cooked  provisions  in  their  haversacks.  A  memorandum  was 
also  required  from  the  commandants  of  corps  of  the  positive  re- 
quirements of  their  men  in  the  way  of  shirts  and  trowsers,  with 
i  view  to  their  being  procured  from  Rangoon ;  men  and  officers 
Kur^ncr  left  Raugoou  for  this  service  with  the  least  possible 
.ativ.tr   V  r»l'^*'^iri?,     NoTi**  of  the  officers  HaH  lioiH»of.     4^no 
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rals  Godwin  and  Steel  excepted ;  and  the  rations  for  the  force 
were  carried  on  in  carts  drawn  by  buffaloes. 

The  force  moved  out  of  the  pagoda^  following  Captain 
Latter*s  guides.  We  wound  slowly  through  the  jungle  to  the 
north  of  Pegu,  and  emerged  on  the  plain  about  half-past  9  a.m. 
So  little  were  the  enemy  expecting  us  that  the  garrison  of 
Pegu  saw  from  the  pagoda  their  elephants  feeding  in  the  jungle 
near  us,  and  had  we  been  aware  of  it  we  might  have  captured 
them  all.  On  our  column  reaching  the  plain  signal  guns  were 
fired  from  the  enemy's  lines,  evidently  to  pollect  their  people. 
On  reconnoitring  their  position,  it  appeared  to  be  three  lines 
of  entrenchments,  the  right  on  the  river,  and  extending  across 
the  Shw^-gyeen  road,  far  into  the  plain ;  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  which  was  the  centre  of  their  position,  ran  a  jungly- 
nullah,  which  we  subsequently  found  had  been  so  spiked  and 
entrenched  that  had  we  advanced  by  that  route  our  loss  would 
have  been  very  considerable  from  a  foe  who  outmarched  U8  and 
fought  under  cover. ^  General  Godwin  determined  to  turn  the 
left  of  their  position,  and  moved  to  the  right.  The  Cassay 
horse  approached  and  kept  pace  with  our  column,  moving  on 
our  right  flank.  After  the  force  had  turned  the  left  of  the 
first  line  of  entrenchments  it  was  halted,  and  dispositions  made 
for  attacking  in  two  columns ;  one— the  left; — ^under  General 
Steel,  the  other  under  General  Godwin.  The  left  column  was 
soon  in  its  place,  impatiently  waiting  the  signal  to  advance ;  it 
was  not  given ;  the  enemy  were  seen  moving  in  huge  masses 
from  their  left,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  some  that  had  the  left 
column  been  permitted  it  could  have  cut  them  off.  An  aide- 
de-camp  was  sent  off  to  General  Godwin  to  inform  him  of  what 
was  going  on  in  front,  and  returned  with  an  order  that  the 


*  This  is  a  grand  difficulty  we  hare  to  contend  with  in  Burmese  warfare. 
Shoald,  nnfortonatelj,  any  mptnre  hereafter  take  place  in  this  quarter,  light 
guns  and  plenty  of  irreg^ilar  cavalry  wiU  be  an  invaluable  addition  to  European 
infantry ;  also  howitzers  for  boat  service. — Note  in  1864. 

16  • 
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attack  of  the  left  column  was  not  to  take  plaoe^  but  was  to 
stand  firm  and  cover  liis  flank  when  he  attacked.  At  this 
ord(T  considerable  disappointment  wad  felt  by  the  left  column, 
(icncral  Steel  ro(h^  back  to  join  our  Chief  on  the  right;  and 
Major  Soatoii,  of  the  1st  Ben<^al  Fusiliers,  and  his  men,  had  to 
n*nmin  inactive,  seeing  an  enemy  they  could  by  a  rapid  dash 
get  in  among  and  severely  punish,  walk  leisurely  off.  When 
the  advance  by  General  Godwin  at  last  took  place,  the 
enemy  were  in  full  retreat ;  a  few  only  remained  on  our  front ; 
and  although  the  attacking  party,  European  and  Native,  more 
particularly  the  Sikhs,  were  exceedingly  forward  and  energetic, 
our  men  were  never  able  to  approach  sufficiently  near  to  do 
the  execution  they  would  have  done  had  they  been  permitted 
to  attack  at  the  proper  time.  While  the  column  was  thus 
halted,  the  Cassay  horse  on  our  right  were  emboldened  to  make 
a  cliarge.  They  rode  down  with  some  spirit,  but  none  of  our 
infantry  field  otlicers  Ixnng  mounted  they  had  not  sufficient 
conunand  over  their  men,  some  of  whom  in  the  hurry  and 
excitement  fir(?d  t<K)  s(K)n,  and  were  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
line ;  a  few  saddles  only  were  emptied,  and  the  Cassay  horse 
got  out  of  shot  at  the  quickest  possible  pace.  The  Burmese 
retreated  by  the  Shwe-gyeen  road,  and  the  column  was  halted 
in  a  tope  of  trees  which  had  formed  their  head-quarters.  After 
more  than  an  hour's  halt  the  men  stood  to  their  arms,  and 
formed  upon  a  road  leading  nearly  west.  Hopes  were  now 
entertained  of  again  speedily  beholding  the  enemy.  Although 
not  a  vestige  or  trace  of  any  number  of  men  was  observed 
along  the  road,  yet  on  the  repeated  assurance  of  the  guides  the 
march  in  that  direction  unfortunately  was  persisted  in,  which 
ended  in  our  reaching  the  village  of  Lephandoon  before  sunset. 
With  the  exception  of  a  broken-down  buffalo  cart  and  an  old 
•vonifm  M./^ro  lye  no  patriots  in  Burma  so  staunch  as  the 
■  :i*,  cunie  friend  or  foe— the  post  was  found  aban- 
j-'w         ^Sp  old  '^OTnnn  stated  in  a  lively  m»T)"er    that  th^ 
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said,  expressed  his  extreme  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  the 
guides.  Many  now  thought  that  instead  of  halting  in  the  tope 
the  enemy  should  have  been  at  once  followed  up  along  the 
Shwe-gyeen  road ;  as  the  men  had  not  marched  far,  and  their 
blood  was  up,  they  could  have  kept  up  a  hot  pursuit  for  many 
miles,  and  perhaps,  although  unaided  by  cavalry,  they  would 
have  captured  some  guns  and  baggage,  also  carts  and  other 
carriage,  which  we  much  required.  The  guides  on  this  oc- 
casion seemed  to  have  taken  us  oflF  the  proper  line  of  pursuit, 
which  was  the  more  provoking  when  it  was  considered  that 
they  were  under  the  charge  of  one  who  possessed  a  vast  know- 
ledge of  the  Burmese  language  and  character. 

For  the  night  the  force  occupied  the  houses  on  the  left  hank 
of  the  river  at  Lephandoon,  and  after  sunrise  on  the  18th 
moved  oflF  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  After  proceeding  some 
distance  we  came  upon  the  Shwe  gyeen  road,  about  two  miles 
north  of  the  tope  where  we  had  unfortunately  halted  the  day 
before,  and  proceeded  along  it.  Every  yard  showed  the  traces  of 
a  multitude  having  crowded  along  it  in  great  confusion.  The  road 
was  narrow,  through  thick  grass  and  paddy,  and  in  some  places 
tall  elephant  grass,  all  sufficiently  thick  to  impede  the  march 
of  infantry  except  on  the  road.  Approaching  the  village  of 
Montsanganoo  there  was  a  thick  belt  of  jungle,  but  it  was 
found  unoccupied.  The  force  passed  through  it  and  found 
shelter  in  huts  and  sheds.  A  vast  plain  extended  to  the  front 
and  our  right.  The  guides  declared  that  the  enemy  had 
pushed  on,  and  were  at  least  twenty  miles  off.  Under  such 
belief  all  ranks  got  under  such  cover  as  the  place  afforded,  and 
it  was  determined  to  return  on  the  following  day  to  Pegu 
Lomen.  About  1  o^ciock  p.m.  it  was  reported  that  two  of 
the  Cassay  horse  had  appeared  in  front  of  the  position  oc- 
cupied by  the  detachment  of  the  Madras  Fusiliers.  A  Staff 
and  two  other  officers,  accompanied  by  two  men,  went  out 
along  the  northern  road  to  reconnoitre  ;  and  the  Burmese 
being  within  long  rifle  range,  two  shots  from  a  Mioi^  were  fired 
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at  them ;  the  first,  at  about  four  hundred  and  sixty  yards^* 
went  Hufficicntlv  close  to  one  to  make  him  bow  his  head; 
another,  at  about  double  the  distance,  ako  fell  close.  The 
horsemen  making  off  at  their  utmost  speed,  the  party  moved 
on  to  a  wooden  bridge,  from  which  they  had  retired,  and 
where  a  better  view  of  the  country  in  our  front  was  expected. 
From  this  nothing  could  at  the  time  be  seen  except  a  village 
and  some  large  houses  to  our  left,  some  Phongyee  houses  on 
the  road,  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  bridge,  and  a  large 
village  some  distance  to  the  right;  in  many  places  it  was 
thought  a  line  of  newly  tumed-up  earth  could  be  distinguished, 
as  if  extending  from  the  houses  on  the  road,  on  both  sides, 
towards  the  villages  on  the  right  and  left.  Not  a  saw&r  was 
to  be  seen  except  the  two  horsemen  above  noticed,  who,  ob- 
serving the  party  stationary  at  the  bridge,  began  to  approach 
slowly.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Captain  Travers,  General 
Steel's  aide-de-camp,  rode  up  on  his  brave  little  Arab  Selim, 
and  gallo])ing  past  the  party,  the  Cassay  horse  wheeled  about. 
The  gallant  aide-de-camp  dashed  on  after  them,  and  had  gained 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  last,  when  many  more  men 
suddenly  rode  out  to  meet  him,  and  numbers  of  the  enemy 
showing  themselves  about  the  houses,  the  energetic  Captainf 
was  compelled  to  pull  up.  As  he  walked  quietly  back,  the 
Burmese  horsemen  following  at  a  respectful  distance,  the  whole 


*  The  old  porcusBion  mnskot,  Lovell's  Bmnswick  rifle,  with  belted  ball,  and 
the  old  light  artillery  g^ns,  had  all  been  in  use  during  these  Pegu  operationa. 
Since  then,  the  Enfield  rifle,  with  a  range  of  nine  hundred  yards  and  upwards, 
has  been  introduced  into  the  Indian  service. — Note  of  1858-59. 

t  This  excellent  ofiicer,  of  the  Adjutant-General's  Department,  Madras, 
was  afterwards  Colonel  Travers,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  for  India  at  the 
Horse  Guards,  London,  which  appointment  he  held  for  some  years.  He  was 
subsequently  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  in  his  own  presidency  | 
but,  health  failing.  Brigadier- General  E.  A.  B.  Travers  died  at  Coonoor  (Neil* 
gherries),  16th  of  June  1879.  He  was  one  of  the  most  promising  officers  in 
the  Sorvicc  ;  and  the  present  writer  thought  him  the  beet  adapted  for  command 
in  the  event  of  a  Third  Burmese  War  1 
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extent,  from  village  to  village,  became  alive  with  men.  A 
long  line  rose  up  from  their  entrenchments,  where  they  had 
been  lying  concealed,  and  the  houses  and  villages  were  soon 
filled.  A  peremptory  order  at  this  time  arrived  for  the  party 
to  return  to  their  lines,  upon  which  our  opponents  fell  back  on 
theirs.  The  presence  of  the  whole  enemy  within  two  miles  of 
his  head-quarters  thus  by  chance  became  known  to  General 
Godwin  from  the  unauthorised  act  of  two  or  three  officers  and 
men  going  out  beyond  the  outposts  to  reconnoitre.  The 
position  occupied  by  the  British  was  better  adapted  for  affording 
shelter  to  the  troops  than  for  defence ;  a  few  huts  on  the  right, 
a  shady  tope,  and  some  sheds  on  the  left ;  the  rear  close  on  a 
jungle,  and  a  nullah  which  turned  up  round  our  left  flank  and 
extended  nearly  to  the  right  centre  of  the  enemy^s  position, 
would  have  enabled  him  at  any  time,  day  or  night,  to  have 
brought  his  whole  force  unperceived  into  our  rear  and  left 
flanks,  and  to  have  occupied  the  thick  jungle  within  half-musket 
shot  of  us.  There  was  certainly  something  wrong  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  The  guides  asserted  that  it  was  all  a  mistake ; 
there  was  no  enemy  near.  However,  an  old  ruined  pagoda  in 
the  jungle,  in  rear  of  our  head-quarters,  and  which  had  been 
used  by  the'  Burmese  as  a  look-out,  enabled  others  to  see  them 
as  they  had  been  reported ;  and  a  body  of  their  infantry  moving 
down  into  the  belt  of  jungle  in  front  of  their  right  centre,  an 
officer  with  a  small  party  again  went  towards  the  bridge  to 
reconnoitre,  when  the  enemy  attempted  to  cut  off  their  retreat. 
More  of  their  troops  pushed  forward ;  but  our  party  was  brought 
slowly  back,  keeping  clear  of  the  jungle  which  was  now  occu- 
pied by  our  adversaries,  and  bringing  down,  following  them  at 
a  respectable  distance,  considerable  numbers  of  their  infantry, 
with  a  few  horse,  The  bugles  in  camp  now  sounded ;  the  men 
stood  to  their  arms  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  force  moved  on 
to  meet  the  foe,  who,  on  seeing  our  troops  advance,  fell  gra- 
dually back  on  his  entrenchments,  our  skirmishers  dislodging 
those  who  had  entered  the  belt  of  jungle  on  our  left.    After 
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crosNing  the  bridge^  two  columns  of  attack  were  formed ;  the  right 
intended  for  (jcnrral  Godwin,  the  left  given  to  General  Steel. 
The  right  had  Horac  little  farther  distance  to  march ;  General 
Godwin  did  not  accompany  it,  and  the  next  senior  officer  lost 
no  time  in  getting  into  motion.  The  left  column  was  halted 
and  held  back  by  (general  Godwin's  personal  order.  Thus,  in 
the  opinion  of  some,  was  a  chance  of  fairly  and  successfully 
closing  with  the  enemy  lost,  who,  as  on  the  previous  day,  re- 
treated slowly  and  surely.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a 
steady  active  advance  would  have  brought  our  troops  into  ac- 
tion, but  apparently  General  Godwin  was  not  desirous  of  risking 
such  a  contact.  The  skirmishers  of  the  left  column  only  were 
engaged ;  the  right  carried  the  village  on  the  enemy's  left. 
Night  closed  in,  and  the  force  marched  back  to  their  former 
ground,  where  they  found  that  the  sheds  they  had  protected 
themselves  in  during  the  day  had  been  set  fire  to.  The  follow- 
ing morning  we  left  Moutsanganoo  after  sunrise,  and  reached 
Pegu  about  1  o'clock  p.m. 

The  operations  on  the  17th  and  18th  showed  that  had 
Colonel  Sturt's  column  been  waited  for,  the  army  of  the  enemy 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  entirely  destroyed.  No 
countrj*  could  have  been  more  favourable  for  cavalry,  and  the 
few  patches  of  jungle  their  infantry  might  have  found  refuge  in 
could  have  been  cleared  by  our  own.  But  between  Kully  and 
Moutsanganoo  there  was  a  sufficient  space  of  open  ground  for 
the  destruction  of  the  force.  A  blow  might  have  been  struck  at 
Kully  on  the  18th  or  19th  which  would  have  paralysed  them  with 
terror,  and  compelled  them  to  submit  to  our  power ;  and  from 
the  carriage  the  enemy's  camp  would  have  supplied,  a  rapid 
movement  on  Shwe-gyeen  would  have  obtained  us  possession 
of  that  town^  and  the  almost  certain  annihilation  of  that  boast- 
ing Burmese  army.  It  is  a  humane  wish  to  be  lenient  with 
hr  onfio^is  of  men.  We  must  relate,  however,  that  this  gr^^d 
.Muv^'T...iib    v«s  lost  by  not  waiting  for  a  most  efficient  coluv 
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into  action.*  The  exposure  and  fatigue  the  troops  underwent 
on  the  17th  and  18th  caused  much  sickness  from  cholera ;  the 
Bengal  Fusiliers  in  a  few  days  lost  upwards  of  twenty  men. 
The  natives  also  suffered  considerably.  General  Godwin,  as  was 
ever  the  case,  showed  the  greatest  coolness  under  fire,  and  an 
entire  disregard  of  self;  and  nothing  could  have  been  better 
than  the  relief  of  Pegu  and  the  plans  of  attack  on  the  17th  and 
18th.  These  were  admirably  conducted  until  it  came  to  the 
moment  for  acting,  when  it  appeared  as  if  the  veteran  Chief 
lacked  decision,  and  seemed  to  be  unconscious  of  the  enemy 
passing  away  before  him.  Whatever  may  have  been  General 
Godwin's  motives  for  not  attacking  his  enemy  with  vigour  on 
the  17th  and  18th — and  he  had  shown  himself  quite  capable 
of  vigorous  and  successful  attacks  even  during  the  Second 
Burmese  War — whatever  may  have  been  his  motives  for  not 
waiting  for  Colonel  Sturt*s  column,  or  leaving  General  Steel 
to  follow  up  the  enemy  when  the  Horse  Artillery  and  the 
Cavalry  arrived — he  relieved  Pegu  and  turned  the  enemy's 
position  on  the  1 7th  with  little  or  no  loss  to  his  own  troops. 

The  three  days'  work  on  the  14th,  17th,  and  18th  of  Decem- 
ber tried  the  stoutest  and  hardiest  of  the  force.  Some  old  cam- 
paigners declared  the  **  Punjab ''  was  a  joke  to  it  as  far  as  fatigue 
went.  None  displayed  greater  endurance  than  General  Godwin 
himself,  and  several  of  the  oldest  officers  who  accompanied  him. 

The  General  embarked  at  Pegu  on  the  20th,  and  arrived  at 
Rangoon  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  after  leaving  a  rein- 
forcement with  the  garrison  at  Pegu,t  and  strengthening  their 
party  of  Sappers  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  allow  of  their 
putting  themselves  in  a  perfect  state  of  defence.  The  British 
Commander  in  his  despatch  bestowed  no  small  share  of  praise 

•  See  Colonel  Sturt's  Deapatch,  dated  Pegu,  December  19,  1852,  *•  Pegu," 
Appendix  No.  VIII. 

t  Amount  ing  now  to  Bome  seven  hundred  men,  including  four  hundred  and 
fifty  Europeuns.  On  the  3l8t  inst.  a  detachment  of  the  19th  M.  N.  1.  marched 
up  to  the  Pegu  Pagoda ;  it  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
dent  to  relieve  the  detachment  of  the  5th  M.  N.  1.  ordered  to  Hangoon. 
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on  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  harasBing  and  arduous 
duties  we  have  just  been  relating;  and  wc  are  assured  that 
never  was  praise  better  deserved.  We  shall  now  give  the 
General  Order  issued  by  General  Godwin  in  honour  of  Major 
Hill's  gallant  defence  of  Pegu  : — ^'  Major-General  Grodwin  is 
most  proud  to  express  his  admiration  of  the  noble  defence  of 
the  Pegu  Pagoda  (against  a  host  of  enemies)  made  by  Major 
Hill  and  the  brave  handful  of  officers  and  soldiers  under  his 
command  for  so  many  days  and  anxious  nights,  cut  off  as  they 
were  from  the  succour  of  their  comrades  by  the  works  of  the 
enemy  on  the  river  as  well  as  by  the  distant  communication 
with  the  head-quarters  of  the  army.  It  is  a  fine  example  to 
this  army  of  what  bravery  under  the  direction  of  cool  courage 
can  do,  giving,  as  Major  Hill  has  done,  confidence  to  all,  by 
which  alone  the  Pegu  garrison  has  gained  so  much  honour/' — 
[Dated  Pegu,  17th  December  J  852.] 

The  Land  Column  under  Colonel  Sturt  had  left  Rangoon 
on  the  13th  of  December.  Attacks  on  the  great  fortress  had 
been  openly  spoken  of ;  but  Brigadier  Duke  had  taken  every 
precaution.  It  certainly  was  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the 
Burmese  to  commit  some  daring  act;  for  never  before  had 
Rangoon  been  so  denuded  of  troops.  Any  attempt  on  the 
citadel  itself  would  have  met  with  a  repulse  rarely  equalled  for 
its  terrible  effects.  The  artillery  was  all  in  capital  position — ^a 
gun  at  every  vulnerable  point  on  the  terraces  of  the  pagoda — 
a  24-poundcr  howitzer  ready  to  sweep  the  north  steps,  where 
it  was  said  a  rush  might  bo  made  to  regain  possession  of  Gau- 
tama^s  most  famous  temple.  We  maybe  said  to  have  prevented  an 
attack  by  being  ready  for  it.  And  this,  after  all,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  most  valuable  lesson  to  be  learned  in  the  great  art 
of  War. 

In  January  1853,  Captain  Phayre,*^  who  had  been  appointed 


*  For  a  sketch  of  this  dlBtinguishod  adminiBtrative  officer,  who  had  been 
Commissioner  of  Arakau,  see  the  writer's  little  work,  "Sketches  of  some 
Distin^uiBhed  Anglo-Indians/'  p.  135. 
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Commissioner  of  Pegu,  arrived  at  Rangoon  with  the  Governor- 
General's  Proclamation  annexing  Pegu  to  the  British  terri- 
tories  in  the  East.  This  act  had  been  forced  on  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  of  India.  A  Second  Burmese  War,  it  is  useless  to  repeat, 
was  in  the  last  degree  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  that  Govern- 
ment. Lord  Dalhousie  did  everything  that  man  could  do  to 
avoid  it.  He  wished  no  addition  to  our  territories ;  but  the 
force  of  circumstances  willed  it,  as  they  have  done  since  the 
days  of  Clive,  and  as  they  will  do  till  the  end  of  time  or 
England's  glory.  "  We  cannot  stop  here  I "  said  Clive  on  the 
plains  of  Bengal.  Why  should  we  stop  ''  here  '*  if  Providence 
means  us  to  go  there  F  Seventy  years  ago  when  they  talked  of 
schemes  of  conquest  in  India,  and  the  British  Senate  declared 
that  the  pursuit  of  them  was  "  contrary  to  the  wish,  policy, 
and  interest  of  the  British  Nation,''  the  zealous  speakers  little 
knew  how  the  force  of  circumstances  would  produce  much 
rightful  conquest,  ending  even  in  the  annexation  of  such  king- 
doms as  the  Punjab,  Sind,  and  Pegu. 

The  following  is  the  Proclamation,  so  exactly  adapted  to  the 
meridian  of  Ava,  and  to  the  comprehension  of  its  subjects  : — 

NOTIFICATION. 

Fort  WiUiam,  Foreign  Department, 
the  30th  December  1S(^2. 
The  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  in  Council  is  pleased 
to  direct  that  the  following  Proclamation,  whereby  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pegu  has  been  declared  to  be  a  portion  of  the  British 
Territories  in  the  East,  shall  be  published  for  general  infor- 
mation. 

His  Lordship  in  Council  directs  that,  in  honour  of  this  eventj 
a  Royal  Salute  shall  be  fired  at  every  principal  Station  of  the 
Army  in  the  several  Presidencies  of  India. 

By  order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  of 
India  in  Council, 

C.  Allen, 
Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Govemment  of  India. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

The  Court  op  Aya  having  refused  to  make  amends  for  the 
injuries  and  insults  which  British  subjects  had  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  its  servants,  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council 
resolved  to  exact  reparation  by  force  of  arms. 

The  Forts  and  Cities  upon  the  coast  were  forthwith  attacked 
and  captured  ;  the  Burmese  forces  have  been  dispersed  wherever 
they  have  been  met ;  and  the  Province  of  Pkgu  is  now  in  the 
occupation  of  British  troops. 

The  just  and  moderate  demands  of  the  Government  of  India 
have  been  rejected  by  the  King ;  the  ample  opportunity  that 
has  been  afforded  him  for  repairing  the  injury  that  was  done 
has  been  di»regarded ;  and  the  timely  submission  which  alone 
could  have  been  effectual  to  prevent  the  dismemberment  of  his 
kingdom,  is  still  withheld. 

Wherefore,  in  compensation  for  the  past,  and  for  better 
security  in  the  future,  the  Governor- General  in  Council  has 
resolved,  and  hereby  Proclaims,  that  the  Province  of  Pegu  is 
now,  and  shall  be  henceforth,  a  portion  of  the  British  terri- 
tories in  the  East. 

Such  Burman  troops  as  may  still  remain  within  the  Pro- 
vince shall  be  driven  out;  Civil  Government  shall  immediately 
be  established ;  and  officers  shall  be  appointed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  several  districts. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  hereby  calls  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pegu  to  submit  thems>elves  to  the  authority,  and  .to 
confide  securely  in  the  protection  of  the  British  Government^ 
whose  power  they  have  seen  to  be  irresistible,  and  whose  rule  is 
marked  by  justice  and  beneficence. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  having  exacted  the  repara- 
tion he  deems  sufficient,  desires  no  further  conquest  in  Burma, 
and  is  willing  to  consent  that  hostilities  should  cease. 

But  if  the  King  of  Ava  shall  fail  to  renew  his  former  rela- 
tions of  friendship  with  the  British  Government,  and  if  he 
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shall  recklessly  seek  to  dispute  its  quiet  possession  of  the  Pro- 
vince it  has  now  declared  to  be  its  own,  the  Governor- General 
in  Council  will  again  put  forth  the  power  he  holds,  and  will 
visit  with  full  retribution  aggressions  which,  if  they  be  per- 
sisted in,  must  of  necessity  lead  to  the  total  subversion  of  the 
Burman  State,  and  to  the  ruin  and  exile  of  the  King  and  his 
race. 

By  Order  of  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  of 
India  in  Council, 

C.  Allen, 

Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 
20th  December  1852. 

ORDERS  BY  THE  GOVERNOR-GENERAL  IN 

COUNCIL. 

Foreign  Department,  Fort  William, 
the  30th  December  1852. 

The  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  in  Council  is  pleased 
to  make  the  following  appointments  : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Bugle  to  be  Commissioner  of  the 
Tenasserim  and  Martaban  Provinces. 

Captain  H.  T.  Berdmore,  Madras  Artillery,  to  be  Deputy 
Commissioner  in  the  Province  of  Martaban. 

Lieutenant  D.  A.  Chase,  64th  Native  Infantry,  to  be  Assistant 
ditto. 

Captain  A.  P.  Phayre  to  be  Commissioner  of  the  Province  of 
Pegu.* 


•  Consequent  on  this  appointment,  Captain  Hopkinaon  Bocceeded  to  Arakan. 
In  1861,  Pegu,  Arakan,  and  Tenasserim  were  all  under  the  Chief  Com- 
missifmer  of  British  Burma,  Agent  to  the  Viceroy  and  Governor- General, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Phayre,  C.B.  It  is  probable  that  the  three  great  provinoes 
which  comprise  British  Burma  will  one  day  be  ruled  oyer  by  a  Lieatenant- 
GoTernor,! 
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Deputy  Commissioners. 

Captain  T.  P.  Sparks^  7th  Madras  Native  Infantryi  at  Ban- 
goon. 

Lieutenant  A.  Fytche^'^  70th  Native  Infantry^  at  Bassein. 

Captain  T.  Latter^  67th  Native  Infantry^  at  Prome. 

Captain  J.  Smithy  13th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  at  Sarawa. 

Lieutenant  B.  D.  Ardagh,  Magistrate  of  the  Town  of  Ban- 
goon. 

Lieutenant  E.  J.  Spilsbury,  67th  Native  Infantry,  Assiatant 
ditto. 


Assistant  Commissioners. 

Lieutenant  C.  D.  Grant,  11th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  at 
Bassein. 

Lieutenant  G.  Dangcrfield,  Madras  Artillery,  at  Sarawa. 

Lieutenant  J.  S.  Baird,  Madras  Artillery,  at  Prome. 

Dr.  J.  McClelland  to  be  Officiating  Superintendent  of 
Forests,  Pegu. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Edwards,  Collector  of  Customs,  Prome. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Fallon,  Collector  of  Sea  Customs,  Bassein. 

C.  Allen, 
Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 

At  Rangoon,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  annexation  of 
Pegu  was  proclaimed  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Fox,''  amid  the  roar- 
ing of  cannon  from  the  navy.  On  the  21st  it  was  proclaimed 
to  the  army,  and  a  grand  parade  was  ordered  for  the  occasion. 
The  Proclamation  was  read  to  the  troops  in  the  various  lan- 
guages;   and  a  detachment  of    Horse  Artillery  on  the  right 


*  For  a  sketch  of  this  able  and  energetic  officer  (afterwards  Chief  Gom- 
nuBsioner),  see  "  Sketches  of  some  Distingaished  Anglo-Indians/*  p.  119. 
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fired  a  Boyal  Salute.  Brigadier  Duke  then  marched  the  troops 
home^  when  another  salute  was  fired  from  the  upper  terrace  of 
the  great  pagoda.     Pegu  had  become  British  !* 

"  The  Proclamation  *'  would  be  read  at  the  Courts  of  Siam 
and  Cochin  China^  and  even  at  Pekin  itself.  A  blow  had  been 
struck  which  would  no  doubt  vibrate  throughout  Eastern  Asia ; 
and  exclusive  nations  would  learn  henceforth  that  they  need 
not  think  of  attempting  to  insult  or  oppress  British  subjects 
with  impunity.  In  1752  we  were  in  possession  of  three  fac- 
tories and  twenty  square  miles  of  territory;  at  the  close  of 
1852,  we  were  the  sovereigns  of  all  India,  and  not  a  shot  was 
fired  in  it  without  our  permission :  we  ruled  over  six  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  square  miles,  and  a  population  of  more  than 
two  hundred  millions.  A  new  province  had  just  been  annexed^ 
at  a  rough  calculation  two  hundred  miles  in  length  by  nearly 
two  hundred  in  breadth,  of  some  forty  thousand  square  miles^ 
said  to  contain  between  three  and  four  millions  of  inhabitants. 
It  was  thought  that  the  administrative  talents  of  Captain 
Phayre,  who  had  been  "  one  of  the  chief  means  of  turning  the 
swamps  of  Arakan  into  the  granary  of  the  bay,  and  whose 
forte  lies  in  making  a  little  kingdom  a  great  one,''  would  soon 
render  Pegu  a  most  important  and  valuable  British  possession 
in  what  Malte  Brun  styles  Chin-India,  which  title  has  certainly 
more  meaning  in  it  than  "  India  beyond  the  Ganges.'' 

General  Godwin  had  received  a  copy  of  the  Proclamation 
while  busily  employed  at  Pegu.  The  General  having  concluded 
operations  in  that  quarter,  and  having  given  orders  regarding 


*  "  The  annexation  of  Pegu  included  the  district  of  Bassein,  and  united  in 
one  continuous  sea-board  of  British  possession,  Arakan,  Peg^,  and  TenasBerim, 
commanding  the  entire  outlets  and  deltas  of  the  Irawadj,  the  Sittang,  and 
the  Salween.  The  British  territory  ran  northward  up  the  Irawadj  to 
Meaday,  and  in  addition  to  former  stations,  Toungroo,  Shw^-gyeen,  Henzadft, 
and  Prome,  were  occupied  by  missiouR." — "  Gospel  in  Burmah"  (1869), 
p.  237. 
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an  admiraT)lo  flank  movement  to  be  made  by  a  land  colamn 
from  Martuban  to  Siiwe-gyecn,  he  left  Rangoon  with  hia  Staff 
for  Prome  on  the  29th  of  December.* 


*  On  the  8tli  of  Dorembcr  tlio  Burmosc  had  made  a  most  daring  nigbt-attaok 
on  Promo,  narrated  in  "  IVf^u,"  cliap.  xi.  p.  ViH.  On  this  occaRion  their  file-firiDg 
on  Her  MajtMty'R  5lHt  wan  rcmarkod  as  admirablo.  Reminding  na  of  the  fint 
war,  thf  chiefs.  diatin^iiiMliod  by  their  ^i)t  helraot;*,  nxle  boldly  in  theadvanoa 
and  foarlertnly  arnm^ud  thoir  jM^stH.  At  length  tliev  fell  back  on  Eath&j-Mew. 
On  thi>  Oth,  Sir  John  Choapo  (of  Mooltan  and  (tooje rat  celebrity)  followed  ap 
the  attack,  when  all  booanic  (juiot  for  a  time.  There  was  to  bo  no  more  aerera 
w(;rk  at  Pnime.  The  march  of  tho  Martaban  JjiLiid  Column,  under  Brigadier- 
Genenil  Sir  S.  W.  Sipol  (with  whii-h  force  the  writer  had  the  honour  to  serve), 
arranged  in  order  to  carry  out  that  emphatic  part  of  the  proclamation,'"  Such 
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DRIVEN  out!"  was  now  the  most  impiirtant  undertaking  of  the  army.  The 
force  left  l{iin(;o(m  early  in  January  lN53,  and  wan  highly  BaccoKBfnl  in  all  ita 
operatiniip,  nMichin^  Toungoo  (Tan-lloon)  on  the  22nd  of  February.  The 
march  will  be  found  duly  rcconled,  in  all  itfl  details,  in  the  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
and  fourteen  I  h  chapters  of  "  IVgu.'*  SuHice  it  to  say,  that  the  column  had 
forced  its  way  in  rliirty-four  days  from  Martaban  thnmgh  two  hundred  and 
forty  mih^s  of  unknown  forest,  with  a  long  and  lioavy  train  of  artillery,  but- 
mrnintinir  difliculties  wliich  few  land  marches  on  record  ever  had  to  encounter. 
The  ancient  province  of  Tounguo  extended  eighty  miles  beyond  this  onoe 
famous  capital.  Bassriii,  one  of  the  most  important  ))lace8  captured  from  the 
Kinir  of  Ava  (see  "  lVt:u."  p.  21S),  ]ia<l  now  attained  importance  through  the 
administnitive  and  military  energy  of  the  Deputy  Commissioner  (a  future 
Chief).  Captain  Fytchc.  He  raised  a  small  l<»cal  army,  and  cleared  the  entire 
district  of  Dac«»its,  with  liith*  or  no  ex]>ense  to  tlio  State.  It  18  a  strange 
coinciilence  that  in  his  lirst  expediti(m  in  this  district,  Fytche  employed  the 
**  Nemesis";  and  twenty-four  years  after  was  also  in  a  "  NemoBis,"  when,  as 
Chief  Commissioner,  he  went  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Xing  of  Burma! 
Thus,  it  would  seem,  although  Fyt die's  was  a  peaceful  mission,  must  UeTcnge 
in  tho  Kast  be  a  sort  of  guiiling-star  for  politicals  !  (See  also  "  Pegu," 
p.  3S5.)  For  "the  disaster  ni»ar  Donabew,"  in  which  the  brave  Captain 
Loch,  C.B.,  of  tiie  Navy,  lost  his  life  (in  Fobniarj'),  and  both  naval  and  mili. 
tary  otticers  jlistinguislied  themselves  while  operating  against  the  notorioua 
robber  cliieftain,  aMyat-htoon,  who  had  won  for  himself  an  all-powerful  name 
in  Donabew  and  its  vicinity,  see  "  Pegu,"  cliaji.  xvi.  p.  226.  As  the  English 
^lover  like  to  hear  of  di'^aster,  it  will  be  nf  more  interest  to  proceed  «♦■  oTice 
o  s:?t»  ■*  >1mi  ^^heap'^'"  ^^*'i]l"«»nt  operations. 
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CHAPTER    IV.* 

SIB   JOHN   CHEAPB's   OPERATIONS   AGAINST   MTAT-HTOON. 

The  Robber  Chieflain  of  Donabew  had^  to  all  appearance, 
become  the  Soult  of  the  war.  Like  the  great  opponent  to  our 
immortal  Wellington  on  more  than  one  occasion  in  the  Penin- 
sula, he  kept  his  ground — as  a  matter  of  course  contemplated 
gigantic  enterprises — and  was  certainly  not  to  be  despised. 
Were  it  possible  in  India  or  the  East  to  meet  with  a  hostile 
leader  possessing  the  "firmness,  activity,  vigour,  foresight, 
grand  conceptions,  and  admirable  arrangement t  of  Soult, 
the  Indian  army  would  better  deserve  the  title  which  has  been 
so  graciously  bestowed  upon  it,  that  of  the  fighting  army  of 


*  An  especial  interest  will  be  attached  to  this  chapter  when  it  ia  known 
that  in  the  operations  narrated  Ensign  Wolselej,  who  led  the  storming  partj, 
is  now  General  Sir  G.  Wolselej,  G.C.M.G.,  K.C.B.,  a  High  Commissioner  at 
the  Capo.  Such  has  been  the  rise,  after  much  good  service,  of  this  promis- 
ing general  and  able  administrator.  While  writing  this,  we  read  (Sept.  1879) 
the  telegram  bj  His  Excellency  : — "  Ulnndi,  Angast  29.  Cetawajo  captured 
yostordaj  in  the  heart  of  Ngome  Forest  bj  patrol  under  command  of  Major 
Marter,  King's  Dragoon  Guards." — Such  heroism  and  perseyerance  in  the 
chase,  displayed  also  by  Lord  GifiFord,  V.C.,  and  his  men,  remind  us  of  one  or 
more  similar  incidents  during  the  Burmese  War. 

t  Napier's  "  Peninsular  War,"  rol.  iiL  p.  822. 

17 
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the  world !  There  certainly  is  no  army  which  has  acted  with 
more  strictness  up  to  the  great  Napoleon's  maxim^  that  ''  an 
army  should  always  be  in  a  condition  to  fight/'  than  oura.  But 
not  to  diverge  from  the  strange  comparison  brought  forward, 
Myat-htoon,  in  spite  of  the  want  of  civilisation,  and  consequent 
want  of  development  of  intellectual  power,  really  seemed  to 
possess  some  of  the  attributes  of  Soult.  He  was  determined 
to  remain  in  his  strong  jungly  position,  to  force  which  had 
proved  so  fatal  to  poor  Loch  and  his  companions ;  and  perhaps 
his  "  grand  conception "  was,  like  the  chivalrous  Bandoola  in 
the  last  war,  that  of  eventually  carrying  our  General  in  chains 
to  Ava !  Of  course  the  news  of  the  recent  disaster  speedily 
reached  the  palace  of  the  Golden  Foot,  and  filled  the  Golden 
Ears  with  a  rare  delight.  Donabew  was  the  dreaded  name 
which  would  at  length  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the 
English ;  and  Myat-htoon  had  been  deputed  by  the  authorities 
in  the  Buddhistical  celestial  regions  to  drive  the  British 
''  barbarians  "  into  the  sea,  and  prop  up  the  falling  Burmese 
Empire ! 

With  regard  to  the  former  proceeding,  it  was  confidently 
asserted  that  the  chief  did,  before  the  conclusion  of  Sir  John 
Cheapens  operations,  send  the  Commodore  a  letter  saying  that 
if  the  gallant  sailor  did  not  immediately  quit  the  river  he 
would  blow  him  out  of  the  water !  On  the  other  hand,  our 
allies  the  Karens  entertained  the  serious  prospect  of  soon  being 
enabled  to  foiward  Myat-htoon's  head  in  salt  to  the  Commis- 
sioner or  to  the  General !  But  he  had  yet  to  be  driven  from 
his  stronghold;  and  before  relating  the  Brigadier- General's 
operations  it  may  be  interesting  to  take  a  slight  retrospect,  in 
which  will  be  found  a  few  events  not  yet  mentioned. 

At  a  time  (May  1852)  when  Captains  Niblett  and  Brooking, 
-»f  flip  '<  Phlegethon  "  and  "  Proserpine  "  steamers^  were  pro- 
^^hy  lurninp"  likf  3ome  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy — ^with  the 
-../^   • Ipsif*    /    iinngriner  thenar  +o  a  speedy  terminatiop 
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Cochrane//'  or  siraply  shelling  the  Golden  Emperor  in  his 
palace  from  the  river  off  Ava,  the  former  vessel  during  her 
trip  up  the  river  went  twenty  miles  above  Donabew.  No  forti- 
fications were  found  at  the  position  so  celebrated  in  the  military 
narratives ;  there  was  merely  the  town  and  the  remains  of  the 
work  destroyed  in  the  last  war.  The  science  of  Burmese  war- 
fare which  here^  under  Maha-Bandoola^  had  been  of  no  despic- 
able nature^  had  given  place  to  the  more  profitable  glories  of 
dacoity.  During  the  trips  of  the  "  Fhlegethon  "  dacoits  were 
roving  about^  plundering  and  murdering,  shooting  men,  women, 
and  children ;  in  short,  whoever  came  in  their  way.  Many  of 
the  inhabitants  who  were  friendly  to  us  and  anxious  to  know 
if  the  country  was  to  be  annexed,  came  down  with  the  steamer, 
but  during  their  progress  were  fired  on  from  the  banks  of  the 
river.  Three  women  were  shot.  The  chief  of  the  party,  it 
was  said,  went  to  Captain  Niblett,  and  begged  he  would  lend 
him  a  dozen  muskets  or  so,  and  they  would  land  and  capture 
these  terrible  marauders.  The  fire-arms  were  lent ;  the  allies 
landed,  killed  four  or  five  of  the  dacoits,  and  captured  the  Rob 
Roy  of  the  party,  "  whom  they  tied  to  a  tree  and  shot  through 
the  head/' 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  generally  known  that  the 
notorious  bandit  chief  Myat-htoon,  also  another,  by  name 
Shway-Ban,  were  but  thirty  or  forty  miles  distant,  in  the  vici- 
nities of  Rangoon  and  Dalla.  Myat-htoon  had  burned  down 
Donabew  and  Zaloon,  and  many  other  villages.  Two  other 
chiefs,  it  was  believed,  were  along  with  him ;  and  he  ruled  over 
a  desperate  army  of  seven  thousand  men.  Shway-Ban  had  a 
smaller  force  of  two  thousand.  For  the  last  six  months  these 
skilful  Sivas  had  been  rushing  forth  like  fiery  torrents  on  the 
country,  destroying  everything  in  their  course.  Myat-za,  a 
Karen  chieftain,  came  into  Rangoon  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember and  asked  assistance  to  repel  Shway-Ban,  who  hovered 
about  to  the  west  of  Dalla,  but  he  was  told  very  properly  that 
he  must  protect  himself;   so  collecting  about  seven  hundred 

17  • 
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men  of  His  tribe^  He  armed  them  after  the  fashion  of  the 
country,  and  soon  captured  upwards  of  thirty  robbers,  three  of 
whom  he  executed  on  the  spot,  and  sent  in  the  rest  to  Ban- 
goon.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  such  energy  on  the  part  of  a 
Karen  chief  I  It  is  just  probable  that  soon  after  these  pro- 
ceedings Myat-htoon  retired  to  his  village  and  the  various  fast- 
nesses near  Donabew,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Irawady."^ 

We  do  not  read  of  any  defeat  of  Myat-htoon  by  Karen  cHie& 
or  others ;  he  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  Fra  Diavolo  of 
His  vicinity,  striking  terror  into  the  hearts  of  innocent  men  and 
helpless  women.  He  was  doubtless  thus  employed,  in  addition 
to  having  dethroned  a  governor  who  had  been  elected  by  the 
people  at  Donabew,  when  the  steamer  "  Phlegethon,''  with  gun- 
boats, and  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines,  arrived  to  attack 
him  and  his  band.  A  boat  expedition  was  made  up  a  creek, 
where  we  met  with  a  repulse,  the  particulars  of  which  may  here 
be  given.  First,  it  may  be  stated,  however,  that  in  December 
1852  Captain  Hewett,  I.N.,  of  the  "Moozuffer/^  with  the  steam- 
frigate^s  boats  and  those  of  II.M.S.  "Fox,'^  had  surprised  a 
party  of  three  thousand  Burmese  at  Pantanno  (Pantanau), 
killing  numbers,  and  among  the  rest  a  chief's  son,  or  some 
such  person  of  distinction.  For  anything  we  know  to  the 
contrary  the  party  then  defeated  belonged  to  Myat-htoon. 
There  could  be  little  doubt  who  was  the  directing  chief  on 
the  present  occasion  of  our  repulse. 

On  the  I6th  of  January  an  attack  was  made  on  PantannOi 
and  the  place  as  formerly — when  Hewett  commanded — carried 
with  little  loss. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  the  advance  was  made  up  the 


^  It  is  carious  to  note  that  the  principal  towns  of  Bnrma  (including  thtt 
^pitals)  are  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.    This  pretty  clearly  demonstratea 
•hat  when  the  exodus  from  the  north,  or  north-west,  took  place,  the  peopl< 
jiose  their  dwellings  on  the  left  bank — especially  those  from  the  nort^<    -*- 
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very  creek  into  which  Captain  Hewett  had  thought  it  rashness 
to  venture.  Two  boats  could  not  pull  abreast  in  it ;  the  banks 
were  low  and  covered  with  jungle,  with  stakes  driven  into  the 
river,  and  trees  across  to  "  bar  the  passage/'  The  boats  had 
only  proceeded  a  few  miles  when  from  each  bank  came  a 
volley  of  musketry ;  several  men  fell ;  the  fire  became  '^  hotter 
and  hotter/'  till  at  length  the  boats  were  driven  back  with  the 
loss  of  twelve  killed  and  wounded,  including  among  the  latter 
one  officer  of  the  "  MoozuflFer,"  Lieutenant  Mitcheson,  I.N., 
severely.  On  this  occasion  the  expedition  was  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  strong* 

Having  thus  finished  an  imperfect  retrospect  of  events  con- 
nected with  Myat-htoon  previous  to  the  disaster  near  Donabew, 
let  us  proceed  to  relate  more  decisive  and  satisfactory  opera- 
tions, yet  those  darkened  by  the  ever-floating  shadows  of  disease 
and  death  ! 

On  the  18th  of  February  Brigadier-General  Sir  John  Cheapej 
K.C.B.,  left  Prome  to  proceed  against  the  robber  chief  Myat- 
htoon,  near  Donabew.  He  took  with  him  the  following  de- 
tachments composed  of  the  most  healthy  men  of  the  different 
regiments : — two  hundred  of  H.  M.'s  18th  Koyal  Irish  under 
Major  Wigston;  two  hundred  of  H.  M/s  51st  E.  O.  L.  I. 
under  Captain  Irby ;  the  Rifle  company  of  the  67th  Bengal 
Native  Infantry  under  Captain  Hicks ;  two  hundred  of  the  4th 
Sikh  Locals  under  Major  Armstrong;  some  seventy  Sappers 
and  Miners  under  Lieutenants  Mullins  and  Trevor;  and  two 
guns — a  24-pounder  howitzer  and  a  9-pounder  of  the  light 
field  battery — under  Major  Reid,  with  Lieutenants  Ashe  and 
Dobbin,  all  three  of  the  Bengal  Artillery;  there  were  also 
some  rocket-tubes,  served  by  a  small  party  of  dismounted 
Madras  Horse  Artillerymen,  with  Conductor  Lesby^  under 
Lieutenant  Magrath  of  the  latter  arm. 


*  For  Note  on  operations  of  the  Indian  Navy  ondor  Oaptain  Bennie,  lea 
"Pegu,"  p.  256. 
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Sir  John  landed  and  collected  his  force  at  Hensada  on  the 
Irawady,  a  position  some  thirty-five  miles  north  of  Donabew — 
determining  to  start  against  Myat-htoon's  stronghold  firom 
this  quarter.  Hcnzada  is  large  and  populous^  and  here  a 
vast  number  of  hackeries  (carts)  were  procurable.  From  in- 
formation gained  through  the  Commissioner,  Sir  John  was 
led  to  expect  that  he  could  reach  Myat-htoon's  position  in  three 
or  four  days,  then  march  into  Donabew,  and  embark  again  in 
the  steamers.  The  force,  having  been  joined  by  Captain  Sin- 
gleton, H.  M.'s  51st,  and  all  sickly  men  left  behind,  started  on 
the  evening  of  the  22nd,  taking  seven  or  eight  days'  proyisioni 
with  them.  On  the  26th  the  General  found  himself,  as  he  be- 
lieved, still  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  chieTs  strong- 
hold. Provisions  running  short,  and  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  country  between,  save  a  nullah  reported  unfordaUe, 
Sir  John  determined  to  regain  the  river;  he  accordingly  made 
a  flank  movement  to  Zaloon,  where  the  force  arrived  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  28th,  after  a  very  tedious  and  harassing  march. 
The  enemy  had  only  shown  themselves  twice,  on  one  of  which 
occasions  they  fired  from  the  opposite  side  of  a  nidlah  and 
wounded  two  men  of  the  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.  The  steamers 
having  been  warned,  they  came  up  to  Zaloon  and  received  the 
greater  part  of  the  troops  on  board.  On  the  morning  of 
the  Ist  March  the  force  was  joined  by  a  small  detachment  of 
the  Ramghur  Irregular  Cavalry  under  Lieutenant  Oraham, 
which  body  had  followed  Sir  John  from  Prome,  but  did  not 
arrive  at  Henzada  till  after  the  General  had  started.  The 
steamers  left  about  11  a.m.  for  Donabew.  The  empty  carta 
and  the  horses  of  the  battery  were  escorted  down  to  Donabew 
by  one  hundred  of  the  Royal  Irish,  one  hundred  Sikhs,  and 
the  detachment  of  Irregular  Cavalry,  the  convoy  being  under 
charge  of  Captain  Armstrong,  18th  Royal  Irish.  It  arrived 
safely  at  its  destination  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  March. 

About  two  miles  before  reaching  Donabew  Captain  Smith, 
the  Deputy  Commissioner,  was  told  by  a  Phongyee  that  there 
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was  a  Burmese  piequet  in  a  house  which  he  pointed  out.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  in  consequence,  took  three  or  four  sawdrs  and 
sepoys  along  with  him,  surrounded  the  house,  and  succeeded 
in  capturing  three  men.  These  prisoners  afterwards  acted  as 
guides  to  the  expedition.  The  pagoda  of  Donabew  stands  on 
the  river  side,  and  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  Phongyee 
houses  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  not  a  house,  not 
even  an  inhabitant  of  any  description  was  to  be  seen.  The 
town,  as  has  been  already  observed,  had  been  burned  down 
by  Myat-htoon  and  his  destructive  band,  who  had  probably  de- 
determined  that  while  the  English  remained  in  the  country 
'^Stormy  Donabew,^'  as  a  town  or  military  position,  should 
not  stand.  Here  Sir  John  Cheape  resolved  to  wait  for  the 
reinforcements  which  were  expected  from  Rangoon.  The 
Europeans  lived  in  the  flats  and  steamers,  and  the  native 
troops  inside  the  pagoda.  This  prudent  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  General  was,  no  doubt,  occasioned  by  the  reflection  that 
Myat-htoon's  position  was  an  exceedingly  strong  one.  He  was 
by  no  means  to  be  despised ;  nor  was  his  stronghold  to  be  as- 
sailed in  an  incautious  and  hasty  manner.  He  had  the  disci- 
pline and  power  of  Mother  Nature  on  his  side  against  the 
regular  training  of  a  British  force  I  Coolness  and  judgment 
were  consequently  required  at  this  juncture  against  such  an 
enemy  as  the  chief  Myat-htoon. 

During  Massena's  invasion  of  Portugal,  when  Lord  Welling- 
ton was  endeavouring  to  drive  sense  into  the  heads  of  the  Por- 
tuguese Government,  he  said  to  them,  ^'I  have  little  doubt 
of  final  success,  but  I  have  fought  a  sufficient  number  of 
battles  to  know  that  the  result  of  any  is  not  certain  even  with 
the  best  arrangements  .^^^  In  like  manneri  probably^  argued 
Sir  John  on  the  present  minor  occasion. 

On  the  6th  a  party  of  recruits,  one  hundred  and  thirty  strongi 


•  Napier'B  **  Peninsiilar  V7«r.'' 
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of  II.  M.'s  80th^  under  the  command  of  Major  Holdich^  three 
hundred  men  of  the  67th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  under  Colonel 
Sturt^  two  mortars  under  Lieutenant  Percival^  B.A.^  and  a 
large  supply  of  commissariat  stores  under  the  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant Mackellar^  Madras  Commissariat,  arrived. 

Everything  being  now  ready,  including  two  rafts  prepared 
by  the  Sappers — the  barrels  composing  them  having  been 
brought  from  Rangoon — the  General  issued  an  order  for  the 
force  to  start  at  2  p.m.  on  the  7th  instant.  All  the  sick  being 
left  at  Douabew,  and  some  few  men  to  garrison  the  place^ 
the  party  now  consisted  of  about  five  hundred  Europeans,  five 
hundred  Natives,  two  guns  of  the  light  field  battery,  three 
rocket-tubes^  and  two  mortars,  with  the  detachment  of  Irre- 
gular Horse,  and  seventy  Sappers.  Being  now  assured  that 
three  days  would  bring  them  in  front  of  Myat-htoon^s  strong- 
hold, they  started,  as  ordered,  at  2  p.m.  on  the  7th,  taking  six 
or  seven  days'  provisions  with  them.  The  right  wing  under 
Major  Wigston,  consisting  of  the  detachments  of  H.  M.'s  18th 
and  80th  regiments,  with  the  4th  Sikhs  in  front;  then  came 
the  guns,  followed  by  the  Irregular  Cavalry,  rocket-tubes,  and 
mortars.  The  left  wing,  consisting  of  detachments  of  H.  M.'a 
51st  and  the  67th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  was  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Sturt.  The  direction  taken  by  the  force 
was  almost  due  west.  After  proceeding  three  miles  the  ad- 
vanced guard  surprised  a  small  picquet,  and  shot  two  of  the 
enemy.  About  5  p.m.  the  column  reached  Akyo  and  the  bank 
of  a  broad  nullah,  at  least  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  wide. 
This  was  seven  miles  from  Donabew.  Here  the  enemy  opened 
a  fire  of  jinjals  and  musketry,  but  our  guns  came  to  the  front 
and  silenced  them  for  a  time.  The  troops  passed  the  night 
behind  a  belt  of  jungle  parallel  to  the  nullah ;  and,  although 
the  Burmese  dropped  in  shots  all  night,  occasionally  replied  tc 
■»V  our  rockets,  only  two  men  were  slightly  wounded.  On  t^« 
srh  ->Kout  9  A.M.,  the  rafts  having  been  put  together  bv  tLc 
^'.^f...,.     iTi#l  *.he  fog  clearing  oflf,  a   party  if  the  fil«     -"^^ 
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Rifles  were  thrown  across  the  nullah.  A  little  firing  took  place, 
but  no  casualties  occurred.  All  this  day  was  occupied  in  cross- 
ing the  guns  and  baggage,  which  operation  was  not  concluded 
till  late  at  night.  The  fogs  being  particularly  heavy  at  this 
season  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  not  clearing  up  till 
near  9  a.m.,  the  force  generally  breakfasted  before  starting. 
On  the  9th  they  left  at  the  above  hour,  when  a  few  shots  were 
fired  in  front.  At  mid-day  our  troops  came  opposite  a  few 
houses;  the  Burmese  were  said  to  be  in  them.  Guns  drawn 
up  and  all  ready,  a  party  was  sent  forward  to  make  them  show 
themselves ;  but  not  a  vestige  of  either  friend  or  foe  was  to  be 
seen  there !  It  was  now  said  to  be  the  wrong  road ;  the 
guide  was  flogged,  sent  to  the  rear,  and  another  one  cdled  up 
to  take  his  place.  The  new  guide  turned  to  the  left,  and 
after  a  most  tedious  round,  under  a  glaring  sun,  brought 
the  wearied  troops  back  to  the  identical  spot  from  which 
they  had  started  !  Here  was  provocation  enough  to  try  the 
temper  of  the  most  forbearing.  While  dwelling  on  this  inci- 
dent one  is  apt  to  recall  to  memory  a  story  related  by  Admiral 
Sir  Charles  Napier  in  his  "  Travels  in  Syria,^'  of  a  guide  who 
would  not  do  his  duty.  Seizing  hold  of  the  miscreant,  he  de- 
clared, if  he  did  not  proceed  on  his  way  forthwith,  *'  by  the 
beard  of  the  Prophet !  *'  he  would  send  a  bullet  through  his 
head ;  after  which  the  guide  sullenly  took  the  lead.  On  the 
present  occasion  the  first  guide  should  have  been  under  the 
charge  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  and  probably  there  would  have 
been  no  occasion  for  a  second.  To  proceed — a  halt  was  made 
in  the  village  for  two  hours ;  but  Major  Cotton  was  sent  on 
with  two  hundred  men  to  the  nullah  where  the  force  intended 
to  encamp  at  Kyomtano.  It  was  about  a  mile  farther  on ;  and 
on  his  arrival  he  succeeded  in  surprising  a  party  of  Burmese, 
drove  them  across  the  nullah,  followed  them  in  dashing  style, 
and  killed  eight  of  them  without  losing  a  man.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  in  the  evening,  a  small  party  of  Burmese  showed 
themselves  from  the  jungles  on  the  left;  the  guns  opened  on 
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them^  and  they  soon  disappeared.  These  men  came  down  next 
morning,  under  cover  of  the  fog^  and  fired  into  the  camp. 
The  nullah  here  was  about  fifty  yards  wide.  A  sort  of  bridge 
was  made  by  connecting  the  rafts  with  planks^  and^  with  the 
assistance  of  an  old  boat  found  in  the  nullah^  the  greater  part 
of  the  troops  and  all  the  baggage  passed  over.  The  bridge  was 
then  broken  up^  and  the  guns  taken  across  on  the  rafts ;  the 
empty  hackeries  were  driven  into  the  water  and  swam  over 
beautifully.  Everything  was  across  and  the  rafts  packed  again 
by  5  P.M. 

On  the  11th  the  force  started  at  the  usual  hour.  Every  one 
now  expected  to  reach  Myat-htoon's  position  that  day.  They 
had  not  proceeded  two  miles  when  Lieutenant  Clarke,  of  the 
67th  Native  Infantry,  and  one  of  the  Rifles  were  wounded  on  a 
small  patch  of  cleared  ground,  and  the  rear-guard  were  attacked 
by  a  strong  party  in  the  long  grass.  Lieutenant  Johnson  com- 
manding the  guard,  seeing  that  firing  was  useless,  charged  into 
the  jungle  and  dispersed  the  Burmese.  The  rear-guard  on  this 
occasion  lost  one  sepoy  killed,  and  one  private  and  six  sepoya 
wounded.  From  the  spot  where  Clarke  was  wounded  the  road 
entered  the  thick  forest ;  the  Burmese  had  only  to  throw  down 
a  tree  or  two  with  their  usual  tact  in  such  matters,  and  a  com- 
pletely new  road  would  have  to  be  cut  round  the  obstacle. 
This  they  had  done  in  several  places ;  there  was  consequently 
very  hard  work,  particularly  for  the  Sappers,  and  the  advance 
was  very  slow.  Shortly  after  entering  the  forest  a  small 
breastwork  was  taken,  where  one  man  was  wounded ;  another 
breastwork  was  passed,  but  it  was  undefended.  About  2  p.ii. 
the  Burmese  disappeared  from  the  front,  and  the  road  was  unob- 
structed. The  force  crossed  a  piece  of  water  about  4  p.m.  and 
shortly  after  the  advance  found  that  the  road  turned  into  a  foot- 
path. Every  one  was  now  tired  out, — ^man  and  beast  thoroughly 
*9f4^ed  from  this  wearisome  pursuit  of  the  crafty  chief;  th^ 
J.    iliprr  ^orqp^  -wow  '^^afirgrenng  iu  thcir  harness.     P^r  Johp 

rhp    sp'^*    t}»*^w»    KpiT\or  vafot      .     ^hnr^ 


t*>     -•  ill  I 
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distance  ahead.  The  hackeries  as  they  came  up  were  either 
pushed  right  and  left  into  the  jungle  or  remained  on  the  road. 
The  troops  lay  down  on  each  side^  and  it  was  dark  long  before 
the  whole  of  the  carriage  was  up.  Not  a  fire  was  lighted,  and 
the  night  passed  away  quietly.  Cholera  made  its  first  appear- 
ance in  camp  this  night,  and  one  of  the  wounded  Sikhs  died. 
Myat-htoon^s  place  was  said  to  be  only  two  miles  to  the  left, 
but  there  was  no  road  between.  The  guide  who  had  committed 
himself  on  the  9th,  and  who  was  now  with  the  rear-guard,  had 
pointed  out  a  spot  shortly  after  passing  the  first  breastwork 
where  he  declared  the  road  to  Myat-htoon's  position  diverged 
to  the  left.  Unfortunately  there  was  no  one  to  take  advantage 
of  this  information,  and  his  statement  might  not  have  found 
credit,  though  it  was  afterwards  proved  to  be  correct.  We 
believe  the  Commissioner,  Captain  Smith,  informed  Sir  John  this 
same  morning  that  he  did  not  know  the  road,  and  had  no  means 
of  gaining  information.  A  feeling  of  despondency,  a  despair  of 
success,  with  one  or  more,  began  to  arise  I  But  Sir  John 
tempered  his  energy  to  the  occasion,  and  was  determined  to 
persevere  I  Myat-htoon  was  not  the  man  to  keep  back  the 
Engineer  of  Moultan  and  the  Artilleryman  of  Qoojerat  I  The 
force  retraced  its  steps  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  without 
rations  having  been  served  out,  the  rear  of  yesterday  moving  in 
front  to-day.  On  passing  the  spot  where  the  road  branched  off, 
there  were  serious  thoughts  of  stiU  advancing  on  Myat-htoon ; 
but  provisions  were  failing  again,  so  it  was  thought  prudent  to 
return  to  Kyomtano  and  wait  for  a  supply.  Several  cases  of 
cholera  occurred  on  the  road.  On  the  13th  Colonel  Sturt, 
with  all  the  hackeries  and  some  three  hundred  men,  went  into 
Donabew  for  provisions.^  Meanwhile  ^the  troops  were  put  on 
half -rations.  This  was  a  sad  day  in  camp,  no  less  than  thirteen 
deaths  from  cholera  having  taken  place. 


•  The  sick  and  wounded  were  Bent  in  along  with  him. 
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The  force  remained  here  until  the  16th,  when  Colonel  Stnrt 
returned  with  ten  or  twelve  days'  provisions.  The  Burmese 
had  fired  a  few  shots  into  camp  every  night,  but  fortunately 
without  hitting  any  one.  At  2  p.m.  on  the  17th,  the  right 
wing  under  Major  Wigston,  18th  Royal  Irish,  were  sent  on  the 
old  road,  and  again  captured  the  breastwork,  which  had  been 
much  strengthened,  with  the  loss  of  one  officer  and  five  men 
wounded.  A  prisoner  and  two  brass  jinjals  were  taken  on 
this  occasion.  This  prisoner  was  of  some  use  in  the  further 
advance  of  the  force  in  describing  and  pointing  out  the  enemy's 
position.*  On  the  18th,  at  daybreak,  the  rest  of  the  force 
started,  leaving  the  sick  and  surplus  provisions  with  a  detach- 
ment under  Lieutenant  Dickson  of  the  51st,  in  a  small  stockade 
at  Kyomtano.  The  party  joined  the  right  wing  at  the  breast- 
work, and  the  sick  and  wounded  of  Major  Wigston's  party 
were  sent  back  to  Kyomtano  ;  the  column  continued  their 
march,  the  left  wing,  under  Colonel  Sturt,  in  front,  till  they 
came  to  another  breastwork  about  4  p.m.  This  work  was 
gallantly  carried  by  H.  M.'s  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.  and  the  67th 
Bengal  Native  Infantrj',  Captain  Singleton  of  the  former  regi- 
ment leading  the  advance.  Ensign  Boileau  of  the  67th  fell 
while  gallantly  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  left  bank.  On  this 
occasion  our  loss  was  one  officer  and  one  sepoy  of  the  67th 
killed,  and  one  ensign  of  the  51st  and  si.x  sepoys  of  the  67th 
wounded.  At  5  p.m.  the  force  encamped  by  a  piece  of  water 
about  a  mile  farther  on,  cholera  raging  in  camp.  At  7  a.m. 
on  the  19th,  the  General  was  advancing  with  his  troops,  the 
right  wing  in  front.  Having  gone  a  mile  out,  the  enemy  were 
found  in  a  breastwork  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  nullah,  or  at 
the  head  of  the  piece  of  water  on  the  right,  along  the  edge  of 


bir  John  Choape's  Despatch,  dated  Donabew,  25th  Marol'  '.H6i 
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which  the  road  lay."**^  Under  the  circumstances  Sir  John 
deemed  it  the  safest  plan  to  get  at  the  enemy  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

The  Action  ^  the  19th. 

Supported  by  the  guns  and  rockets,  the  General  now  re- 
solved to  carry  the  breastwork  on  the  right.  H.  M/s  80th 
formed  the  advanced  guard,  followed  by  the  Sappers  clearing 
the  road. 

On  coming  opposite  the  enemy's  left  flank  the  firing  com- 
menced. The  rockets  were  advanced  and  opened  fire.  The 
Sikhs  were  sent  on  to  support  the  80th;  and  the  18th  Royal 
Irish  in  support  of  them. 

The  Sappers  worked  admirably,  and  the  guns  were  shortly 
got  into  position  and  opened  a  well  directed  fire,  which  gra- 
dually became  very  heavy  on  both  sides,  and  it  was  reported  to 
Sir  John  that  Major  Wigston  was  wounded.  On  reaching  the 
front  he  found  also  that  Major  Armstrong  of  the  Sikh  Corps 
was  wounded,  and  many  other  officers  and  men.  The  fire  of 
the  enemy  on  the  path  leading  up  to  the  breastwork  was  so 
heavy  that  *'  the  advanced  party  had  not  succeeded  in  carrying 
it/'  Lieutenant  Johnson,  the  only  remaining  officer  of  the 
4th  Sikh  Regiment,  persevered  most  bravely,  which  only  in- 
creased the  loss.  H.  M.'s  80th  and  the  Sikhs  now  hoped  to 
get  round  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy,  but  thick  jungle 
and  strong  abattis  prevented  the  men  from  making  their  way 
through.  At  this  point  the  18th  Royal  Irish  came  up.  The 
fire  of  musketry  and  grape  was  so  heavy  that  they  got  scat- 
tered, and  sustained  great  loss.  Lieutenant  Cockbum  of  this 
distinguished  corps  was  severely  wounded.  Major  Holdich  of 
H.  M.'s  80th  was  now  in  command  of  the  right  wing.  Dense 
smoke,  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  the  deadly  breastwork  yet  to  be 
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assailed^  there  was  some  difficulty  in  Sir  John  acting  up  to 
Napoleon's  advice  to  Massena  before  the  battle  of  Busaco :  "  At- 
tack vigorously  after  having  observed  well  where  to  strike  !  **  At 
length  the  General  did  ascertain  what  was  between  our  men 
and  the  breastwork.  He  discovered  that  there  was  no  water, 
and  no  obstacle  of  any  importance  to  be  encountered^  provided 
the  troops  could  pass  through  the  enemy's  fire^  a  distance  of 
some  thirty  yards.  Now  the  resolution  to  attack  vigorously 
was  at  its  full  height.  The  ''  assembly  "  brought  as  many  of 
the  right  wing  together  as  possible.  In  the  meantime  Major 
Reid  of  the  Bengal  Artillery  gallantly  brought  up  a  24-pounder 
howitzer — the  men  of  the  51st  assisting  to  drag  the  gun  along— 
and  opened  an  effectual  fire  on  the  enemy  at  a  range  of  not 
more  than  twenty-five  yards.  Being  in  a  much  exposed  posi- 
tion, as  was  to  be  expected  the  gallant  Major  was  almost  imme- 
diately wounded,  after  which  Lieutenant  Ashe  kept  up  the 
fire  of  the  gun  in  the  most  spirited  manner.  This  was  dan- 
gerous firing  for  our  Artillery,  but  the  canister  from  that  gem 
of  field-pieces,  at  such  a  range,  must  have  been  terribly  effec- 
tive !  At  this  crisis,  while  the  Burmese  were  doing  sad  havoc 
with  their  musketry,  and  working  their  masked  battery  with 
decided  effect,  it  is  highly  probable  that  no  other  means  avail- 
able could  have  been  nearly  so  instrumental  in  striking  terror 
into  the  determined  hearts  of  the  enemy  as  this  artillery  fire  I 
It  came  as  a  splendid  harbinger  of  the  final  charge  which, 
in  spite  of  all  resistance,  was  to  drive  the  chieftain  from  his 
stronghold  I  The  right  wing  being  much  weakened  from  the 
loss  they  had  sustained,  and  on  account  of  the  number  of  men 
required  as  skirmishers,  Sir  John  ordered  a  reinforcement  from 
the  left.  These  were  joined  by  the  men  of  the  right  wing  that 
had  been  collected  by  Major  Holdich,  and  were  led  by  Ensign 
Wolsel'^y  of  H.  M.^s  80th.  To  use  the  General's  own  words^ 
"  .^'  -'holp  p'^vj>npoY  no  ^nTiner  that  nothing  could  check'" 
'hf   ^*-    "*i    .r  ...      ,...1  jLicutenant  Taylor,  9th  Madras  Nati>'^ 
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Ensign  Wolseley  was  also  struck  down,  and  many  other  gallant 
soldiers.  The  breastwork  was  immediately  carried ;  the  enemy 
fled  in  confusion,  except  those  who  stood  to  be  shot  or  bayo- 
neted by  the  men.  British  courage  had  now  overcome  in  the 
midst  of  dense  forest  and  jungle  all  natural  difficulties,  as  in 
more  civilised  countries  it  had  so  often  gloriously  conquered  all 
artificial  oned,  and  the  entire  defeat  of  the  chieftain  Myat- 
htoon  was  now  to  be  ranked  among  the  most  important  events 
of  the  war  !  Our  loss  was  severe.  Eleven  bodies  were  buried 
on  the  spot,  and  nine  officers  and  seventy-five  men  were 
wounded  in  this  well- fought  action  of  the  19th  of  March^ 
which  lasted  about  two  hours.  "  Lieutenant  Trevor  of  the 
Engineers,  with  Corporal  Livingstone  and  Private  Preston,  of 
H.  M.'s  51st  K.  O.  L.  I.,  first  entered  the  enemy's  breastwork^ 
the  two  former  each  shooting  down  one  of  the  enemy  op- 
posing their  entrance.  The  lead  devolved  on  them  and  on 
Sergeant  Preston  of  H.  M.'s  51st,  and  Sergeant-Major  Quin 
of  H.  M.'s  80th,  when  Lieutenant  Taylor,  Ensign  Wolseley, 
and  Colour-Sergeant  Donnahoe  fell  in  the  advance.''*  Two 
guns,  which  had  been  lost  by  the  unfortunate  expedition  at  the 
beginning  of  February,  were  now  recaptured.  The  Burmese 
had  been  firing  with  them  at  our  troops  with  deadly  effect. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  General  and  others  they  were  well  served 
to  the  last.  In  attempting  to  carry  off  one  of  them  twelve  of 
the  enemy  were  killed  by  a  discharge  from  our  9-pounder  gun. 
The  enemy  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded;  the 
only  drawback  to  Sir  John's  complete  triumph  was  the  escape 
of  the  chief  with  a  few  followers.  It  was  improbable  that  he 
would  go  to  Ava  after  such  a  defeat,  or  out  of  his  own  vicinity  be 
again  able  to  collect  forces  to  resist  our  power.  "  His  whole 
force  and  means,"  wrote  Sir  John,  '^  were  concentrated  on  thia 
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position^  and  I  imagine  be  mnst  have  had  about  4^000  men  in 
these  breastworks^  which  extended  1^00  yards  in  length/' 

After  the  action  a  party  was  sent  on  immediately  to  Kyoa- 
kazeen  (or  Eun-ka-zeen)^  Myat-htoon's  own  village.  Neither 
in  this^  nor  in  a  village  passed  on  the  road  to  it,  was  a  single 
person  to  be  seen.  Both  villages,  situated  on  the  Pantanno 
creek,  might  be  distant  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  each  other. 
Colonel  Sturt,  with  part  of  the  67th,  and  all  the  commissariat, 
remained  in  the  first  village ;  the  rest  of  the  force,  with  all  the 
wounded,  proceeded  to  Kyoukazeen.  Captain  Fytche,  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  the  Bassein  district,  joined  about  mid-day  at 
the  first  village. 

On  the  20th  Captain  Tarleton  arrived  with  some  gun-boats, 
having  with  his  accustomed  energy  and  perseverance  cut  through 
the  obstructions  thrown  into  the  creek  for  a  distance  of  fifteen 
miles.  Some  nine  hundred  boats,  crowded  with  people  who 
had  been  kept  in  subjection  by  Myat-htoon,  passed  down  the 
creek  !  In  this  aflecting  incident  alone  was  to  be  found  an 
argument  against  those  who,  be  it  just  or  unjust,  affect  to 
shudder  at  the  very  name  of  war !  Some  thousands  of  our 
fellow-creatures  were  now  relieved  from  captivity  and  oppres- 
sion ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  all  the  wordy  speeches 
of  the  Peace  Societies  will  ever  do  as  much  !  War,  we  all 
know,  is  an  evil,  but  it  is  a  necessary  one  ;  and,  as  in  the  above 
incident,  out  of  it  does  come  good ;  Providence,  it  would  seem^ 
has  placed  it  amongst  the  machinery  which  governs  this  won- 
derful world  of  ours,  and  it  cannot  be  removed  altogether  to 
suit  the  selfisliness  of  a  party.  Were  our  life  not  what  Byron 
styles  '^  a  false  nature,^*  it  might  be  otherwise.  It  certainly 
^'  is  not  in  the  harmony  of  things,  this  hard  decree  I  "  But  aa 
long  as  there  are  opposing  interests  in  the  world,  as  long  as 
there  are  countries  to  bring  within  the  pale  of  enlightep"^'*^*' 
inH  civilisation,  there  must  and  will  be  war !  Govemmeu'- 
I  -.-^orp  iVionlH  ^^ilways  be  prepared  for  it,  which  prep«^«>''»--^ 
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On  the  21st  Lieutenant  Cockbum,  18th  Royal  Irish,  was 
buried,  having  died  of  his  wounds  the  previous  evening.  All 
the  sick  and  wounded,  with  the  guns,  were  sent  down  in 
boats  to  the  steamers  lying  in  the  creek.  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liams, Adjutant  of  the  67th  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  who  had 
been  seized  with  cholera  on  the  19th,  died  on  board.  The  bad 
cases  of  this  terrible  scourge  were  sent  to  Rangoon  direct,  the 
others  to  Donabew  and  Prome.  On  the  22nd  the  force  was 
ordered  to  return.  Four  p.m.  was  the  appointed  hour  to 
march ;  but  at  two  the  village  (Kun-ka-zeen*),  extending  nearly 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  on  the  side  where  the  troops  were  en- 
camped, caught  fire.  Sir  John,  who  lived  on  the  opposite  side, 
was  enabled  to  cross  with  difficulty,  and  not  without  being 
scorched.  The  fire  spread  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  burning 
even  the  boats  on  the  nullah.  Captain  Garden,  Assistant 
Quartermaster- General,  and  one  or  two  others,  were  obliged 
to  swim  across.  It  was  most  fortunate  that  the  sick,  the  guns, 
and  ammunition,  as  also  the  Commissariat  in  the  other  village, 
had  been  sent  away.  Great  confusion  reigned  for  some  time, 
the  calamity  of  fire  always  producing  '^  confusion  worse  con- 
founded,^' but  eventually  all  were  collected  in  Colonel  Sturt's 
camp.     The  force  marched  to  Kyomtano  the  same  evening. 

On  the  23rd  a  nullah  was  crossed,  and  into  Akyo.  On  the 
24th  another  nullah  was  crossed,  and  into  Donabew.  The 
troops  were  embarked  and  returned  to  Prome,  leaving  a  de- 
tachment in  the  pagoda  of  Donabew. 

In  these  operations  against  Myat-htoon  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  of  our  troops  were  killed  and  wounded  (including 
three  officers,  one  killed  and  two  severely  wounded),  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  died  of  cholera,  making  the  total  of 
casualties  up  to  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty.  This  was  severe 
work,  every  one  will  admit,  but  only  those  who  have  had  some 


*  Probably  Kyon  Kazeen  is  tho  correct  spelling,  although  the  above  mode 
is  in  tho  skotoh,  which  has  also  Kun-ta-ni,  and  not  Kyomtano. 
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experience  in  jungle  warfare  can  know  of  the  sufferings  fre- 
(luciitly  to  be  cudnrcd,  and  the  vast  difliculties  to  be  overcome. 
No  soIditT  likes  to  be  sliot  at  witliout  a  chance  of  immediately 
rt'tiiniing  it ;  he  raises  liis  piece  at  trees  and  jungle,  and  per- 
lia])s  anotlier  shot  tells  him  to  desist.  Then  may  come  want  of 
provisions,  want  of  rest,  and,  worse  than  all,  pestilence,  too 
often  not  to  ])e  avoided  on  sueli  expeditions, — and  such  in  jungle 
warfare  are  the  shadows  of  a  soldier's  life  !  A  glorious  light 
of  it  had  now  been  shared  by  many  in  the  final  charge  at  the 
(Mieniy  in  the  breastwork,  with  the  irresistible  British  bayonet ! 
In  the  ojKTations  just  related  two  wants  appear  to  have  been 
predominant, — the  want  of  correct  information  regarding  the 
whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  provisions  at  the  required  time.  Why  not  more  provi- 
sions? Simply  because,  even  had  sufficient  carriage  been 
availa))lc,  it  would  not  have  been  prudent  in  a  General  to 
have  started  in  an  unknown  forest  with  a  long  line  of  commis- 
sariat hackeries,  which,  had  the  enemy  sent  thieves  or  skir- 
mishers into  the  jungle,  it  would  have  taken  half  his  force  to 
defi'ud.  It  was,  therefore,  sufficient  to  take  a  fair  quantity  of 
provisions,  relying,  as  the  distances  could  not  be  great,  on  the 
talents  of  his  guides,  who  appear  to  have  been  arrant  knaves 
and  honest  men  by  turns.  Apparently,  there  is  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  conduct  of  this  expedition  against  Myat-htoon; 
on  the  contrary,  Sir  John  Cheape  is  to  be  praised  for  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  conducted.  Throughout  the  operations 
he  appears  to  have  displayed  coolness,  energy,  and  prudence, 
with  compassion  for  his  woimded  and  sufiering  soldiers ;  and 
these  are  qualities  which  must  be  found  in  an  eminent 
degree,  under  all  circumstances,  in  him  who  would  be  a  great 
general. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

LORD    DALHOUSIB's   POLICY   IN   THE    SECOND    BURMESE   WAR. 

VARIOUS   REMARKS. 

About  the  middle  of  June  1853  the  official  documents  contain- 
ing the  policy  of  the  Governor-General  of  India  regarding 
liurma,  reached  us  at  Toungoo.  No  feast  could  have  been 
more  welcome  to  the  poor  author  of  a  narrative  than  these 
Timnorous  columns  of  type  at  such  a  time.  Novelty  was  sadly 
wanting  among  us.  Even  those  who  had  a  taste  for  reading 
and  writing  had  exhausted  books^  and  had  nearly  exhausted 
paper.  Of  '*  news ''  there  was  none^  save  the  old  story  of  the 
treaty  which  was  never  to  be  signed ;  and  of  excitement^  being 
on  the  frontier  station^  there  was  an  occasional  little,  caused 
by  the  rumour  of  a  Burmese  attacking  force  being  not  far 
distant,  and  the  probability  of,  while  writing  a  letter  homewards 
about  the  treaty  of  peace,  your  being  visited  by  a  swift  mes- 
scnjrcr  in  the  shape  of  a  4-pounder  shot  or  a  jinjal  ball  right 
throu^^li  the  mat-wall  of  your  airy  pictiu*esque  cottage  !  The 
reality  of  soldier-life  at  Toungoo  had  arrived  at  this  pitch 
among  us  when  the  various  documents  of  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Governor- General  of  India  and  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee,'relative  to  hostilities  with  Burma^  presented  some  new 
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food  for  the  mind  to  dwell  upon.  The  first  thought  that  struck 
the  present  writer  wius,  How  did  it  all  tally  with  what  lie  had 
already  written  ?  Had  he  been,  without  sufficient  data,  rash 
in  any  of  the  important  assertions  he  had  ventured?  Gon- 
seienee  having  brought  forward  no  very  serious  accusationSj  he 
determined  on  making  a  few  notes  from^  and  remarks  on,  the 
imi>ortant  papers  whieh  had  now  arrived^  and  the  following  are 
presented  to  our  readers  accordingly. 

In  tlie  first  place,  few  will  now  be  bold  enough  to  deny  that 
^^  hostilities  with  Burma  h.ad  become  unavoidable/'  and  these 
f(iw  {)robably  belong  to  the  Peace  Society,  a  great  gun  of  which 
was  let  fly  at  Manchester  against  our  Burmese  policy;  but 
what  signified  the  futile  discharge,  when  common  sense  held 
firmly  to  the  opinion  that,  ''  of  all  our  justifiable  wars,  none 
was  more  obviously  and  thoroughly  justifiable  than  the  Second 
Burmese  War/* 

The  Governor-General,  in  a  Minute  dated  June  30,  1852, 
says — after  remarking  that  the  whole  sea-board  of  Burma  was 
in  our  possession — "  But,  for  all  that,  the  Court  of  Ava  has 
made  no  sign  of  submission,  and  a  final  result  has  not  yet  been 
obtained.  ...  I  had  the  honoiu*  (Minute,  February  12) 
to  declare  my  opinion  that  '  the  Government  of  India  cannot, 
consistently  with  its  own  safety,  appear  for  one  day  in  an 
attitude  of  inferiority,  or  hope  to  maintain  peace  and  submis- 
sion among  the  numberless  princes  and  people  embraced  within 
the  vast  circuit  of  the  Empire,  if,  for  one  day,  it  give  coun- 
tenance to  a  doubt  of  the  absolute  superiority  of  its  arms,  and ' 
of  its  continued  resolution  to  assert  it."'  The  wisdom  of 
these  remarks  is  at  once  apparent.  '^  This  maxim,"  continues 
his  Lordship,  "applies  with  especial  force  to  any  matter  of 
dispute  or  conflict  with  the  Burman  Kingdom.  .  .  .  There 
is  no  Power  which  ventures  to  assert  the  same  pretensions  to 
»"T)eriority  in  strength  and  dignity,  and  none  so  ready  to  sup- 
port thoQf    ^»rp,tensions  bv  force  of  arms.''     The  Gk^'-^'^o?* 
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three  montlis  we  ought  not  to  concede  to  them  terms  so  light 
as  General  Godwin,  in  his  instructions,  was  authorised  to 
grant.  ...  If  overtures  should  be  made  before  large 
additional  charges  have  been  incurred  by  the  Government  of 
India,  in  the  preparation  of  an  army  to  take  the  field  in  No- 
vember, the  Court  of  Ava  should  be  required  to  pay  down, 
promptly,  15  lakhs  of  rupees,  to  cede  the  Negrais  and  Diamond 
Islands,  aad  the  district  of  Martaban,  to  a  point  upon  the  Sittang 
river  near  to  Shwe-gyeen.^'  In  this  Minute  the  Governor- 
General  thus  ably  defends  himself  and  the  Government  of  India 
against  the  vulgar  charge  of  ^'  insatiable  lust  of  territorial 
aggrandisement  '^ : — 

"  In  the  earliest  stage  of  the  present  dispute  I  avowed  my 
opinion  that  conquest  in  Burma  would  be  a  calamity  second 
only  to  the  calamity  of  war ;  that  opinion  remains  unchanged. 
...  If  conquest  is  contemplated  by  me  now,  it  is  not  as 
a  positive  good,  but  solely  as  the  least  of  those  evils  before  us, 
from  which  we  must  of  necessity  select  one/^  With  reference 
to  the  necessity  which  compelled  us  in  1826  to  deprive  the 
Burmese  of  the  provinces  of  Tenasserim,  Arakan,  and  Assam, 
the  Governor- General  asserts — "  Now,  for  stronger  reasons 
and  with  better  eflFect,  the  occupation  of  the  province  of  Pegu 
appears  to  me  to  be  unavoidably  demanded  by  sound  views  of 
general  policy.^'  In  short,  what  should  have  been  done  twenty- 
six  years  before  was  in  contemplation  now. 

On  the  6th  of  September  the  Secret  Committee  replied  to 
the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council,  acknowledging,  in 
addition  to  the  above  Minute  of  the  30th  of  June,  the  receipt  of 
a  very  important  despatch,  dated  the  2nd  of  July.  The  reply 
of  the  Secret  Committee  reveals  the  policy  of  the  Home  Go- 
vernment. They  seem  entirely  to  concur  with  the  Governor- 
General  in  his  opinions  regarding  the  annexation  of  Pegu; 
but  they  see  "  material  difficulties  opposed  to  the  retaining 
possession  of  the  district  without  bringing  the  war  to  a  con- 
clusion either  by  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Ava,  of  which  that 
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cession  should  be  the  basis  {sine  qua  non),  or  by  the  entire 
subjugation    of   that    Powcr/^     These   "  material   difficulties  '* 
appeared  to  the  Secret  Conimittec  from  the  Governor-General, 
after  presenting  to   them   five   alternatives,  having  remarked, 
chiefly  >vith  reference  to  tlie  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pegu,  "  that  it  may  be  well  worthy  of  consideration  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the   King  of  Ava  evading  submission,  and  of 
the  occupation  of  Pegu  being  finally  resolved  upon,  we  should 
not   confine  our  military  operations  to  driving  the  Burmese 
before  us  out  of  every  part  of  that  province,  and  then  occupy- 
ing it,  with  the  declared  intention  of  holding  it  permanently, 
without  proceeding  onward  to  the  capital.^'     The  Secret  Com- 
mittee  consider   that,  simultaneously   with  General  Godwin's 
advance  on  Prome,  or  earlier  if  thought  expedient,  the  King  of 
Ava  should  be  informed  of  our  being  prepared  to  adopt  the 
cession  of  the  province  of  Pegu  as  the  measure  of  compensa-  • 
tion   by  which  a  fiu*ther  advance  into   his   kingdom   may  be 
stayed,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  him  accordingly, 
"accompanied    by    the   necessary  stipulations    for  the  future 
maintenance  of  a  friendly  intercourse  between  the  two  nations ; 
but  that,  in  the  event  of  his  refusing,  or  delaying  to  accede  to 
that  proposal,  he  must  be  prepared  for  all  the  consequences 
which  he  will  bring  upon  himself  by  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  war   in  his  dominions/^     With  regard  to   the  additional 
force  required  by  General  Godwin  for  his  operations,  the  Com- 
mittee consider  that  this  force  would  be  required  under  any  of 
the   contingencies   contemplated  by  the  Governor-General  in 
Council,  except  the  very  improbable  one  of  a  timely  submission 
by  the  Burmese;  and  they  doubt  not  "the  preparations  for 
the  despatch  of  it  will  have  been  completed  in  due  time  to 
take  advantage  of  the  favourable  season  for  its  employment/' 
The  Secret  Committee  observe,  with  intense  satisfaction,  the 
Vripiully  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pegu;  and  they  ex- 
,. r,i>     ;bpir  admiration  of  the  policy  of  the  Governor-General 


LOED   DALHOUSIE's   POLICY.  279 

place  themselves  formally  under  our  protection  while  an  un- 
certainty remained  as  to  the  final  annexation  to  our  territories 
of  their  once  independent  kingdom.  "  Now/'  write  the  Com- 
mittee, ''  that  uncertainty  will  be  removed  by  the  present 
despatch,  which  is  intended  to  convey  to  you  our  authority, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Queen's  Government,  to  consider  the 
permanent  occupation  of  Pegu,  and  its  final  annexation  to  the 
East  Indian  Dominions  of  Her  Majesty,  as  the  just  and  neces- 
sary result  of  those  military  operations  which  you  have  been 
driven  to  direct  against  the  Burmese  Empire.  .  .  .  You 
will,  therefore,  consider  yourselves  authorised  to  proclaim  the 
annexation  of  Pegu  to  the  British  Empire  in  the  East  as  soon 
as  the  forces  under  General  Godwin  shall  be  in  possession  of 
the  whole  of  it  by  the  capture  of  Prome.^^  The  precise  limits 
of  the  cession  to  be  insisted  upon  were  those  which  would 
secure  a  well-defined  military  line  of  defence.  It  is  curious  to 
remark,  in  the  above  instructions  by  the  Secret  Committee, 
the  great  importance  attached  to  the  capture  and  occupation  of 
the  city  of  Prome.  Perhaps,  in  common  with  many  at  home 
and  in  India,  they  thought  that  not  a  shot  to  the  southward 
would  be  fired  after  our  securing  the  ancient  boundary  between 
the  two  kingdoms. 

We  now  turn  to  the  Governor-General's  Minute,  dated 
August  10,  1852,  written  after  his  Lordship's  return  from 
Rangoon.  He  passes  in  review  the  present  position  of  our 
affairs  in  Burmah,  our  preparations,  our  means,  and  our  future 
prospects.  He  is  delighted  at  the  health  of  the  troops,  their 
excellent  state  of  discipline,  and  everything  seems  to  secure 
Lord  Dalhousie's  admiration  at  the  great,  commercial  capital 
of  the  Burmese  Empire.     But  his  hands  are  tied — 

"  Uneasy  lies  the  hood  that  wears  a  crown !  ** 

"The  Government  of  India,''  he  writes  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, "  is  at  present  incompetent  to  determine  the  question 
of  policy.  No  reply  can  be  expected  to  their  application  for 
instructions  for  some  time  to  come." 
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Particular  attention  is  requested  to  the  following  remarks,  ai 
bearing  on  what  the  author  ventured  to  put  forward  in  a 
former  chapter.  "  The  absence  of  definite  orders  now,  upou 
the  ultimate  policy  to  be  adopted^  is  so  far  to  be  regretted 
that  it  necessarily  hampers  the  Government  in  some  degree 
as  to  present  measures.  For^  so  long  as  it  continues  doubtful 
whether  the  permanent  occupation  of  Pegu  will  be  permitted^ 
I  feel  reluctant  to  direct  an  advance  of  the  army^  even  aa  fiar 
as  Prome ;  because  I  am  most  unwilling  to  expose  the  people 
(who  would  be  led  by  our  advance  to  commit  themselves  still 
more  deeply  to  us  than  they  have  yet  done)  to  all  the  horrora 
which  would  be  the  certain  consequence  to  them  of  any  subse- 
quent retirement  by  us.''  The  question  now  to  be  solved  was 
— Whether  the  ensuing  campaign  should  include  a  march  upon 
Ava,  or  should  be  restricted  to  an  advance  to  Prome  and  an 
occupation  of  Pegu?  TJie  Governor-General  discovered,  from 
the  best  information  he  could  obtain  at  Rangoon,  that  an  ad- 
vance to  Ava  could  not  be  made  wholly  by  water;  in  his  opinion 
a  heavy  land  column  would  be  '^  unavoidable  for  some  part  of 
the  way.''  And  with  regard  to  the  carriage  resources  of  Burma, 
Lord  Dalhousie  truly  says — "  Greatly  as  everything  in  that 
country  has  changed  for  the  better,  compared  with  what  it 
was  in  182 1,  I  apprehend  that  the  ditiiculty  of  obtaining  land- 
carriage  would  be  hardly  less  now  than  then."  But  notwith- 
standing all  these  disadvantages,  "  everything  of  that  sort  is 
practicable  if  one  is  resolved  to  do  it ;  but  it  could  be  effected 
only  at  an  enormous  cost,  which  nothing  but  a  proved  indis- 
pensable necessity  would  justify  the  Government  in  incurring." 
On  the  other  hand,  should  it  be  resolved  to  limit  the  advance 
"  to  the  ground  which  it  is  proposed  to  occupy  permanently/' 
expense  would  be  vastly  diminished,  life  would  be  saved,  and 
time  would  be  economised.  Only  half  the  amount  of  troops 
^ould  then  be  required  by  the  General.     The  flotilla  might  V»o 

-.lie  to  convey  the  force  for  the  occupation  of  Prome.     Th«»^.. 

.><^ ,    hf>  Governor-General,  "the  whole  of  the  cold  «pjw*»...  -  i 
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be  before  us^  in  which  to  confirin  our  position  and  to  provide 
against  the  future ;  and  if  the  decision  of  the  authorities  in 
England  shall  confirm  the  proposals  of  the  Grovemment  of 
India^  the  war  may  be  declared  at  an  end  in  November^  and 
the  annexation  of  the  province  proclaimed.  The  treaty  rela- 
tions which  have  been  violated  by  the  Burmese  will  not  be  re- 
newed. Doubts  and  uncertainties  both  in  Pegu  and  among 
ourselves  will  be  removed^  and  thenceforward  we  shall  have 
only  to  defend  our  frontier  against  attack/'  Lord  Dalhousie  is 
firmly  of  opinion  that  the  conquest  of  the  upper  provinces 
of  the  Burmese  Empire  "  would  be  for  no  good  end  after  all.'' 
It  was  now  decided  that  the  advance  should  be  limited  to  Prome. 
We  now  come  to  a  very  important  pointy  the  discussion  df 
which  drew  down  much  unjust  abuse  on  Oeneral  Godwin — 
unjust^  because  information  and  impartiality  were  not  apparent 
in  the  majority  of  opinions— regarding  the  time  when  the 
advance  on  Prome  should  be  made.  The  Oovemor-General 
adverts  to  the  subject  of  an  immediate  advance  to  Prome  having 
been  officially  discussed  by  Oeneral  Godwin  shortly  after  the 
conclusion  of  operations  at  Rangoon.  The  General  stated 
strong  military  objections  to  the  movement ;  '^  he  pointed  out 
that  his  force  was  comparatively  small^  and  that  no  reinforce- 
ments could  be  obtained  at  that  season;  he  showed  that  we 
were  totally  ignorant  of  the  plans  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Hence  he  argued^  that  if  he  should  take  his  force  to  Prome  it 
would  be  placed  there  in  the  heart  of  an  enemy's  country^ 
wholly  without  support  if  attacked  (which  was  an  event  at 
least  as  possible  then  as  in  1825),  and  with  jhis  sole  communi- 
cation by  the  river  insecure ;  and,  consequently^  that  he  would 
be  altogether  in  a  weak  and  false  position."  These  reasons 
appeared  to  the  Governor-General — as  they  would,  doubtless^ 
have  appeared  to  all  reasonable  men — to  be  unanswerable. 
Then,  again,  General  Godwin  was  strongly  urged  by  many  to 
advance  during  the  rains.  On— on — ^to  Ava — ^'^  Sesostris/' 
'^  Pluto,"  ''  Proserpine  "  I  throw  shells  into  the  Palace  of  the 
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Goldcu  Foot,  astonish  the  inhabitants  of  the  "  City  of  the  Im- 
mortals '' !  "  Another  tnrn-a-hcad/'  to  Amarapiira,  and  bring 
the  "  Goklcn  Supreme "  to  terms !  Steam  on  the  Irawady^ 
there  is  no  limit  to  your  i)ro<i:ress  !  shotils  are  nothing ;  tonnage 
is  nothing ;  roeks  not  hiid  do\rn  in  the  chart  are  nothing ;  no- 
thin<i^  whatever  is  impossible  !  General  Godwin  informed  Lord 
Dalhoiisie  at  liangoon  that  he  had  declined  to  advance  during 
the  rains.  Though  some  of  his  previous  objections  were  re- 
moved by  the  command  obtained  over  the  river  by  the  flotilla^ 
he  would  still,  in  the  absence  of  reinforcements,  have  been 
wholly  without  support ;  and  he  alleged  as  an  additional  reason 
for  declining  to  advance,  that  while  no  object  of  importance 
had  been  pointed  out  as  likely  to  be  secured  by  the  early 
occupation  of  Prome,  it  would  have  been  unwise  and  culpable 
to  remove  the  troops,  without  positive  necessity,  from  the  bar- 
racks which  had  been  provided  for  them,  and  where  they  were 
enjoying  comparatively  good  health,  in  order  to  expose  them  at 
Pronie  to  eil'eets  of  climate  and  the  season,  from  which  they 
were  likely  to  sutler  severely.  "  I  consider,"  says  Lord  Dal- 
housie,  **  that  these  reasons  of  General  Godwin  for  refusing  to 
advance  hitherto,  during  the  rains,  to  Prome,  were  sound  and 
good."  Thus  aj)proved  of  by  his  Lordship  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, nevertheless,  Genend  Godwin  had  the  rare  distinction 
of  being  one  of  the  best  abused  generals  of  the  day  !  Yes,  it 
was  a  distinction  to  be  abused  by  those  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
facts  of  each  ease — ignorant  alike  of  local  as  well  as  of  military 
allairs — whose  ignorance  and  presumption  now  became  ap- 
parent in  the  most  glaring  form  from  the  papers  before  us.  At 
a  more  advanced  period  a  letter  appeared  in  an  Indian  journal* 
— which  journal  in  India,  with  two  others  well  known  to  fame 
in  London,  formed  the  grand  literary  triumvirate  of  sarcasm 
and  abuse — in  defence  of  the  GcneraPs  conduct,  the  publication 

of  -''hir»li   ovnu»orl   a  rlonWIrvl  liHor-^Uty  OU  tllC  pai*t  of  thc  cditOr:— 
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'^  General  God^vin  formed  one  opinion,  Commodore  Lambert 
another.  Had  Commodore  Lambert^s  views  been  as  easy  of 
accomplishment  as  the  editors  of  so  many  journals  declare, 
surely  Lord  Dalhousie  would  have  over-ruled  the  General, 
ordered  him  to  furnish  1,000  soldiers  to  the  Commodore,  and 
have  directed  the  gallant  sailor  to  advance  up  the  Irawady  and 
blow  the  King^s  Court  and  Capital  to  '  immortal  smash/  It  is 
but  reasonable,  however,  to  conclude  that  the  Governor-General 
did  not  coincide  with  this  dashing  proposal,  but  preferred  the 
plan  of  campaign  submitted  by  the  General/' 

Let  us  next  turn  to  the  all-important  Minutes  of  November 
1852,  forwarded  bv  the  Governor- General  of  India  in  Council 
to  the  Secret  Committee : — 

"  Fort  William,  November  6,  1852.  (No.  53.)  In  reply  to 
your  despatch  of  the  6th  of  September  last,  we  have  the  honour 
to  forward  for  your  information,  copies  of  Minutes  recorded  by 
us  on  the  afi'airs  of  Burma,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  are  unanimous  in  deprecating  an  occupation  of  Burma,  and 
that  we  further  deprecate  an  advance  to  Ava  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  Sir  John  Littler,  who  advocates  an  advance,  but  without 
an  occupation).     We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)         "  Dalhousie.  F.  Currie. 

''  J.  Littler.  J.  Lowis.'' 

Lord  Dalhousie's  Minute  is  dated  November  3,  1852.  It 
contains  so  much  valuable  information  thut  one  is  almost  led 
to  wonder  how,  in  the  midst  of  a  Governor-General's  multi- 
farious duties,  so  much  knowledge  should  have  been  brought 
together  in  a  despatch,  a  large  portion  of  which,  it  is  presumed, 
must  have  been  written  from  memory.  Here  we  have  the 
Govemor-Gcncrars  full  views,  and  the  policy  he  urged  upon 
the  Secret  Committee  at  home.  It  is  a  reply  to  the  despatch 
of  the  Secret  Committee,  dated  the  6th  of  September.  It  is 
regretted  that  the  Committee  does  not  coincide  with  the  Gro- 
vcrnor-General  in  Council  '^regarding  the  manner  in  which  the 
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formal  termination  of  the  war  is  to  be  effected.  .  .  .  The 
orders  of  the  Committee  are^  that  on  the  occupation  of  Pega 
beuig  completed^  the  King  of  Burma  shall  be  called  upon  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  pcace^  of  wliich  the  cession  of  Pegu  shall 
be  the  basis ;  and  threatened^  if  he  refuses^  with  all  the  conse- 
quences that  continued  war  will  bring  upon  him 
Although  it  now  appears  that  the  objections  felt  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  larger  occupation  are  not  insuperable^  I  still 
adhere  to  the  policy  originally  recommended;  and  still  strongly 
urge  that  the  army  should  not  advance  to  Ava^  excepting  under 
a  more  cogent  necessity  than  that  contemplated  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  present  despatch/'  Now  we  have  a  piece  of 
statesmanship^  as  if  its  author^  like  a  political  Theophrastus^  had 
penetrated  into  the  inmost  core  of  the  Burmese  character: — 
"  The  Committee,"  says  Lord  Dalhousie,  "  regard  the  treaty 
as  of  great  im|)ortance.  I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to 
dificr  from  it  so  widely,  that  I  regard  a  treaty  with  this  Burman 
Power  as  an  evil  to  be  avoided.  .  .  .  Eastern  nations  set 
little  store  by  such  instruments.  Their  opinion  of  any  attempted 
violation  of  treaty  by  Burma  would  certainly  not  be  calcu- 
lated to  deter  the  Court  of  Ava  from  prosecuting  its  unfaithful 
projects;  and  the  British  Government  would  obtain  neither 
moral  nor  physical  aid  from  them  in  enforcement  of  its  rights^ 
either  by  thcii*  opinion  or  by  their  action.  In  truth,  the  con- 
clusion of  such  a  treaty  serves  only  to  impose  obligations 
upon  the  British  Government  in  proportion  as  it  confers  rights. 
A  general  stipulation  for  peace  and  friendship,  and  for  the 
mutual  security  of  the  subjects  of  both  States,  is  not  open  to 
so  much  objection ;  but  when  clauses  are  multiplied,  as  in  the 
Treaty  of  Yandaboo,  and  in  the  consequent  commercial  treaty 
with  Burma,  giving  to  the  British  Government  many  rights 
specified  in  detail,  points  of  contact,  and  consequently  oi 
^n^^i^\nt,  arc  multiplied  in  the  same  proportion.  The  Briti**^ 
-iiucnt  is  thereby  reduced  to  the  necessity  either  of  i. 
— .  .nif    iT^'^n  *i^f»x^  oof»«»iiioji  on  which  a  faithless  *^nn  i."— 
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bearing  Power  disregards  the  stipulated  rights  of  our  subjects^ 
or  of  avoiding  the  perpetual  risk  of  quarrel  by  overlooking  such 
disregard  of  its  subjects'  rights,  and  neglecting  to  enforce  them. 
Such  was  the  course  pursued  through  many  years  in  regard  to 
our  treaties  with  Burma/' 

It  is,  then,  the  opinion  of  the  Governor-General  that  this 
undecided  poUcy  ''did  unquestionably  encourage  the  Burmese 
in  their  arrogance,  and  presumptuous  violation  of  public  rightSj 
which  led  at  last  to  the  present  war,  and  to  their  refusal  of  any 
reparation  for  the  purpose  of  averting  it/'  With  reference  to 
the  fact  of  our  Envoys  having  been  ''  actually  hunted  out  of 
the  country,"  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bumey — son  of  Colonel  Bumey — 
informed  the  author  of  this  narrative  that  while  his  father  was 
resident  at  Ava,  on  the  eve  of  the  Colonel's  departure  from  the 
presence  of  the  Golden  Foot,  the  King  said  he  would  allow 
him  to  remain  with  him  as  a  friend,  but  not  as  a  B.esident.^ 
Colonel  Bumey's  knowledge  of  the  Burmese  language  and 
people  even  endeared  him  to  the  Court  of  Ava. 

Lord  Dalhousie  is  convinced  that  treaties  formed  on  the 
Yandaboo  model  would  lead  either  to  an  early  quarrel  or  to  a 
repetition  of  the  same  process  as  before,  with  a  similar  result ; 
and  such  are  the  reasons  for  which  the  Governor-General 
regards  "  the  negotiations  of  a  formal  treaty  with  Burma  as 
productive  of  evil."  The  Governor-General  in  Council  at 
length  arrives  at  the  conclusion  ''  that  a  treaty  with  Burma  is 
of  no  more  value  than  the  reed  with  which  it  is  written — that^ 
as  a  barrier  against  hostility,  it  is  as  flimsy  as  the  piqper  on 
which  it  is  traced."  But,  as  the  Committee  express  an  opinion 
that  a  treaty  should  be  formed,  ''its  injunctions  shall  be 
obeyed."  Lord  Dalhousie  regards  it  in  the  last  degree  im- 
probable that  the  King  will  consent  to  sign  a  treaty  ceding 
Pegu.  "  That  province  was  the  first  and  best  of  the  conquests 
of  Burma,  and  is  the  last  that  it  has  retained.    To  cede  it 
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would  be  to  cut  off  a  right  hand  and  pluck  out  a  right  ejre. 
National  pride  would  stniggic  bitterly  against  the  open  humilia- 
tion of  a  formal  surrender '' ;  but  yet  the  King's  refusal  to  sign 
does  not  deter  the  Governor-General  from  urging  on  the  Secret 
Committee  the  fact  that  the  consequences  of  an  entire  subju- 
gation of  Burma  would  be  "  most  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  British  Government/'  With  regard  to  the  entire  sub- 
jugation of  the  Burman  power,  the  Committee  had  not  before 
it  the  full  information  that  (in  the  Minute  of  the  10th  of 
August)  '^must  subsequently  have  made  it  acquainted  with 
the  great  difBculties  by  which  the  execution  of  such  an  enter- 
prise woidd  be  obstructed."  Lord  DiJhousie  then  proceeds  to 
sliow  how,  with  reference  to  the  much  entertained  opinion  of 
the  propriety  of  an  immediate  despatch  of  a  force  upon  the 
steam  Hotilla  to  Ava,  thus  striking  at  the  heart  of  the  capital^ 
and  terminating  the  war  at  once,  such  a  movement  is  impos- 
sible. ''  The  Government  of  India  lias  not  at  its  disposal  the 
means  of  effecting  it/' 

We  have  already  stated  in  this  Al)stract  that  a  fleet  of  very 
light  steamers  was  required  to  proceed  above  Promc,  so  it 
will  be  useless  here  to  give  any  of  the  Governor- General's 
details  on  these  matters,  admiial)ly  set  forth  as  they  are  in  his 
"splendid  Despatch.''  In  the  narrative,  the  "Enterprise/' 
drawing  twelve  feet  of  water,  has  been  seen  lying  high  and  dry- 
even  between  Rangoon  and  Prome.  We  are  not  quite  so  sure 
of  having  mentioned  the  "Sesostris"  ha\4ng  struck  upon  a 
rock  coming  down  the  broad  and  deep  Bassein  river.  How- 
ever, the  frigate,  through  a  niiracle,  came  safe  to  port,  was 
lightened,  put  into  the  Irawady  while  the  water  was  yet  high, 
and  accompanied  the  advance  to  Prorae.  "  The  river  has  already 
fallen  fifteen  feet  since  tin*  Dtii  of  October."  *  There  were  nine 
«team-ve8sels  employed  oii  the  advance  to  Prome,  including 
r+oro-hoat«*    enr  boots.  n"d  other    craf^.       ''Although  2  ^'^ 
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men  were  recently  brought  to  Prome/^  says  the  Gtovemor- 
General,  "  tlio  voyage  was  comparatively  short  and  the  weather 
was  fine.  Even  then  the  men  suffered  from  the  crowding  and 
confinement.  If  they  are  to  be  moved  in  the  rains  for  some 
hundred  miles  farther,  the  ships  must  be  covered  in,  and  the 
ships^  boats  could  not  give  the  same  aid  as  of  late.  Unless  it 
was  desired  to  invite  the  decimation  of  cholera,  the  numbers 
embarked  in  each  ship  must  be  greatly  less  than  on  the  ad- 
vance to  Prome.  I  give  a  wide  estimate  when  I  say  that  the 
whole  steam  flotilla  could  not,  in  the  rains,  convey  more  than 
1,500  men,^^  and  this  flotilla  could  not  be  increased.  In  the 
Minute  of  the  10th  of  August  the  Governor-General  held  that 
an  advance  to  Ava  could  not  be  made  wholly  by  water.  '^  I 
greatly  doubt,^^  said  he,  "  whether  the  steamers  which  during 
this  autumn  would  go  to  Prome,  could  in  the  ensuing  winter 
mount  the  stream  to  Ava/'  Since  the  date  of  that  Minute  it  is 
now  asserted  that  no  time  had  been  lost,  nor  any  exertions  spared, 
to  collect  carriage  for  the  army.  Elephants  had  likewise  been 
despatched  from  Bengal,  all  with  a  view  to  enabling  the  army 
"  to  move  against  any  force  that  might  be  in  its  neighbourhood .'' 
This  was  politic ;  but  Lord  Dalhousie  thinks  it  in  the  highest 
degree  the  reverse,  with  the  Cabul  disaster  fresh  on  our  memory, 
to  conquer  and  occupy  Ava,  and  thus  '^  expose  a  handful  of  men 
isolated  in  the  midst  of  enemies.'*  * 

We  now  proceed  to  the  financial  remark  put  forward  by  the 
Governor-General,  that  "heretofore  the  charges  of  the  war 
have  been  light  indeed,  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  previous 
war.''  It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  Campbell  Expeditiou, 
during  Lord  Amherst's  administration,  cost  nearly  twelve  million 
pounds  sterling,  or  say  ten  crorcs  of  rupees,  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  months.  From  what  has  been  publicly  set  forth  regarding 
the  expense  of  the  present  war,  it  would  appear  to  have  cost 


*  Theso  romarks  become  of  espeoial  interest  in  1879,  during  our  oocnpation 
of  Afghanistan* 
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coiisidorahly  leas  tlian  a  million  sterling  in  the  twelve  months. 
In  the  House  of  Lords,  Fobniiiry  24,  1853,  the  Earl  of  Ellen- 
borough  said  that  the  M-ar  had  cost  from  the  commencement 
not  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  a  month. 
On  the  following  day,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  James 
Weir  Hogg  exposed  what  he  termed  the  preposterous  exaggera- 
tions respecting  the  cost  of  the  expedition.  Taking  up  a  good 
authority* — a  sort  of  finance  minister  in  his  way — it  is  there 
said  that  the  war  will  have  scarcely  cost  more  than  sixty  lakhs 
of  rupees  in  a  twelvemonth !  The  London  "  Times "  had  the 
cost  of  the  expedition,  up  to  the  first  of  July  1852,  reckoned 
at  al)out  half  a  million  sterling :  at  a  later  date  the  "  leading 
journal"  calculated  it  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds  a  month  (twenty- five  lakhs  of  rupees),  or 
throe  million  pounds  stcrlini^  a  year.  Our  Indian  financial 
authority,  writing  in  November  1852,  says — "  Lord  Dalhousie 
began  the  Burmese  war  not  merely  with  £12,000,000  sterling 
of  cash  balance  in  the  treasury,  but  with  £2,000,000  sterling 
in  excess  of  the  sum  which  was  in  hand  when  the  Second 
Punjab  War  commenced  in  1848,  and  it  is  doubtless  to  this 
circumstance  we  are  to  attribute  the  fact  of  his  having  been 
al)lc  to  meet  the  heavy  expenses  of  a  maritime  war  like  that  we 
are  now  engaged  in,  with  so  much  ease  and  freedom,  and  to 
disappoint  the  expectations  of  those  who  were  looking  for  a 
new  five  per  cent.  loan.  Even  if  the  war  should  therefore  cost 
.£2,000,000  sterling,  the  treasury  will  only  be  reduced  to  the 
same  position  in  which  it  stood  on  the  30th  of  April  1848." 

Returning  to  the  Governor-General's  Minute,  he  assures  the 
Committee  that  if  it  "requires  this  Government  to  protract 
the  war,  to  continue  the  advance  to  Ava,  and  to  seize  a  vast 
and  unprofitable  region,  they  must  be  prepared  to  hear  of  ex- 
b«usted   cash  balances   and  re-opened   loans.''     Even   sh^"!*' 

4mnrnpiir«,  bp  />aptnred,''  thc  task  would  be  but  half  oor^- 


ivir,..>*  of  Tndi'a,**  Tunnftrv  "".J^^vm^  i'«<W<> 
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The  Committee  are  referred  to  the  map  of  Burma^  where  it 
will  find  that  ''six  degrees  of  latitude  mast  still  be  traversed 
before  the  sujugation  of  the  Barman  power  will  be  effected. 
That  tract  of  country  is  mountainoas^  jungly,  and  peopled 
with  wild  tribes.  The  difficulties  of  subduing  this  tract  cannot 
be  stated,  because  they  cannot  be  calculated.  .  .  .  Terri- 
tory, 800  miles  in  length,  from  the  sea  to  Assam,  and  varying 
in  breadth  from  Arakan  to  the  borders  of  China,  will  have 
been  added  to  the  British  possessions  in  the  East.  Once  taken 
it  must  be  held.  .  .  .  No  hill  people  is  contemptible 
among  its  own  hills.^^  Lord  Dalhousie  alludes  to  an  attempt 
to  coerce  the  N%as  round  Assam  some  two  years  ago,  which 
was  attended  with  no  very  brilliant  results ;  the  same  might  be 
the  case  with  the  Shans*  and  other  hill  tribes  with  whom  we 
would  now  come  in  contact.  On  every  principle  his  Lordship 
seems  to  deprecate  the  entire  subjugation  of  the  Burmese  Em- 
pire ;  he  thinks  it  neither  worth  the  trouble  nor  the  expense. 
The  King  of  Ava's  crown  is  one  of  tinselj  and  will  secure  its 
own  downfall.  The  glory  of  the  dynasty  of  Alompra,  come 
what  may,  is  on  the  eve  of  departing  for  ever.  We  may  some 
day  be  solicited  by  numerous  unknown  tribes  to  go  forth  and 
spread  the  light  of  civilisation  among  them.  Such  thoughts 
are  apt  to  strike  one  in  the  perusal  of  the  Minute  now  under 
consideration.  The  Governor-General  is  satisfied,  from  all 
the  information  within  his  reach,  "  that  the  revenues  of  Burma 
woidd  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  extra  expense  which  the 
possession  of  Burma  would  impose  upon  us.''     Again,   ''the 


*  In  1861^,  although  the  BurmeBO  Empire  had  lost  some  of  its  most  Talnable 
possessions,  still  the  centralising  power  of  Burma,  beyond  our  conqueai,  ¥ra8 
KtnMiirly  frit.  The  Shans,  extending  from  China  to  Bankok,  were  becoming 
their  prey,  cither  by  conquest  or  coercion;  and,  although  Lord  Dalhousie 
wisely  said  "  No  hill  tribe  is  contemptible  among  its  own  hills,"  might  we  not 
in  some  measure  prevent  such  a  scattered  race  as  the  Shans,  who  might  be  so 
useful  to  us  in  many  ways,  from  falling  a  prey  to  the  powers  that  still  reign 
in  Chin-India  P — In  1879  public  attention  has  been  much  called  to  the  Nag^as 
and  other  tribes. 
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policy  which  would  fix  the  frontier  near  to  Ava  would  as- 
suredly leave  us  still  without  a  treaty  of  peace^  and  with  tbe 
prospect  of  an  idefinite  continuance  of  hostilities  between  the 
two  States.  My  own  conviction  remains^  as  I  have  ahready  ex- 
pressed it^  that  the  King  would  make  no  overtures  and  no 
submission.  On  our  ap[)roacli  to  Ava  he  would  retire  into  his 
hijrhlands,  as  was  their  declared  policy  before,  and  as  recent 
intelligence,  received  through  Armenian  merchants  at  Ava^ 
shows  to  be  the  King's  intention  now/^  About  the  same  time 
lis  these  words  were  written  another  opinion  was  entertained  as 
to  the  prol)ability  of  the  King's  flight  into  the  jungles  on  the 
capture  and  occupation  of  Ava.  It  was  said  that  those  well 
informed  on  the  subject  had  declared  that  such  a  contingency 
could  never  arise.  The  King  could  not  leave  his  capital;  if 
he  did,  his  flight  would  be  followed  by  immediate  destruction. 
So  much  for  opinion,  well  defined  by  Dean  Swift  as  "  light  of 
foot  and  headstrong,  yet  giddy  and  perpetually  turning !  '* 
And  we  cannot  help  thinking  that,  notwithstanding  the  golden 
immortal  charm  that  is  ever  said  to  hover  around  the  dignity 
of  Ava,  His  Majesty  would  retire  on  our  approach  at  an  nn- 
questionable  speed  to  the  jungle  regions.  Were  he  to  get 
among  that  strange  and  mysterious  race,  the  Shans,  they 
might  deliver  him  up  any  day  to  us  for  five  thousand  pieces 
of  silver ;  or,  owing  him  a  grudge  for  past  injuries  received, 
they  might  seek  to  annihilate  the  dynasty  of  Alompra  in  de- 
stroying him  and  all  his  follower.  Siam  would  rejoice  at  the 
annihilation ;  and  this,  in  some  way  or  other,  at  no  very  distant 
period  must  take  place.  We  shall,  no  doubt,  be  quite  ready 
for  the  coup  d'etat!  for  wc  shall  have  been  prepared  for  it 
by  the  pnident  policy  of  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  the 
Second  Burmese  War. 

But  even  if  the  King  sliould  forego  the  intention  of  flight, 
there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  "  no  hope  whatever 
of  his  signing  such  a  treaty  Jis  the  Committee  has  required/' 
Even  at  Ava  he  would  not  consent  to  "  cede  the  fairest  portion 
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of  his  kingdom  to  us,  and  confine  himself  for  the  future  to 
forest  and  barren  hills.''  No  peace,  therefore,  will  have  been 
concluded ;  and  why,  at  the  present  time,  should  we  be  ''  en- 
cumbered with  four  hundred  miles  of  additional  territory,  with 
enhanced  expenses  and  disproportionate  returns'*?  With 
regard  to  what  was  stated  by  the  Secret  Committee,  that  with 
the  mere  annexation  and  occupation  of  Pegu  the  Grovemment 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  constantly  maintaining  a 
force  upon  a  war  footing  in  that  district  for  its  defence,  the 
Governor-General  remarks — "  I  hold  a  treaty  of  any  kind  with 
the  Burmese  to  be  so  valueless,  that  the  conclusion  of  one 
would  not  induce  me  to  keep  one  regiment  less  in  Pegu 
than  if  there  were  no  treaty.*  .  .  .  Nor  would  the  force 
be  kept  on  a  '  war  footing '  if  there  were  no  treaty,  any  more 
than  if  it  were  negotiated.  ...  By  long-established  prac- 
tice all  troops  crossing  the  sea  receive  the  higher  allowances ; 
wherefore,  for  the  present  at  least,  and  until  a  great  change  be 
made,  the  higher  allowances  could  not  be  withheld  from  the 
troops  in  Pegu.'' 

Lord  Dalhousie  brings  forward  the  case  of  the  Ameer  Dost 
Mahommed  Khan  in  1849,  when  he  entered  the  Punjaub  in  arms 
against  the  British  Government,  and  occupied  Peshawur.  After 
the  surrender  of  the  Sikhs,  the  Dost  was  chased  out  of  the 
country,  and  the  province  was  occupied  by  the  British.  The 
Governor-General's  policy  not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  him 
was  approved  of  by  the  Committee.  The  people  of  the  Punjab, 
or  elsewhere,  did  not  consider  our  power  one  whit  the  less  para- 
mount because  a  treaty  was  not  concluded  with  the  wily  Dost. 

But  to  proceed : — ''  The  occupation  of  Pegu  does,  in  my 
judgment,"  writes  his  Lordship,  "aflFord  reparation  for  the 
past,  and  will  give  effectual  security  for  the  future.  The  phy- 
sical and  commercial   advantages   that  would    accompany  the 


*  These  romarks  of  his  Lordship  are  of  great  political  ixnportanoe  at  tha 
present  time  (1879). 
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possession  of  Pegu  by  the  British  Govemment  were  set  fiyrth 
in  the  Minute  of  the  30th  of  June.  The  enquiries  which  hare 
been  sedulously  made  since  that  time  tend,  as  far  as  they  go, 
to  confirm  the  safe  and  moderate  estimate  which  stated  the 
revenues  of  Pegu  at  25  lakhs  a  year.  The  annexation  of  a  terri- 
tory in  perpetuity,  producing  the  revenue  above  named,  and  sua* 
ceptibic  of  great  and  various  improvement,  will  certainly  pay 
for  all  the  cost  of  its  occupation  and  govemmentj  and  fully 
reimburse  the  State  for  all  the  charges  of  the  present  war/' 

With  respect  to  security  for  peace  in  the  future,  the  loss  of 
Pegu  deprives  the  Burmese  of  the  sinews  of  war,  for  it  im- 
poverishes the  treasury  of  the  Court  of  Ava,  and  takes  the 
means  of  raising  many  soldiers  on  the  '^  conscript  **  system  oat 
of  their  hands.  '^  If  the  Burmese  should,  nevertheless,'*  says 
the  Governor-General,  ^'  collect  an  army  for  attack,  after  the 
declared  annexation  of  Pegu,  we  could  desire  nothing  better. 
The  frontier  of  Prome  is  not  extensive.  Its  central  portion  is 
filled  by  the  Galadzet  mountains,  covered  with  jungle  and  desti- 
tute of  water,  which  arc  as  impassable  to  the  Burmese  army  as 
to  us.  The  valley  of  Prome  and  the  vaDey  of  Toungoo  are  the 
only  points  of  attack.  ...  If  the  Burmese  should  attempt 
to  attack  with  an  army,  its  destruction,  if  it  vrill  stand,  or  its 
total  dispersion  if  it  breaks,  would  be  the  certain  consequence. 
.  .  .  Still,  for  some  time,  they  may  harass  the  border  by 
guerilla  inroads."  But,  with  the  aid  of  a  friendly  population, 
this  frontier  skirmishing  would  very  soon  cease.  It  would  die 
away.  The  Court  of  Ava  would  silently  acquiesce  in  its  loss, 
*'  though  it  would  not  openly  assent  to  a  cession." 

Having  arrived  at  this  point — and  writing  from  Toungoo 
(or  Tonghoo), — it  may  here  be  remarked,  that  we  believe  the 
difficulty  of  crossing  the  Galadzet  mountains  to  be  greatly  ex- 
aggerated, as  far  as  a  British  force  is  concerned.  We  think  if 
«  Baron  Humboldt  were  asked  his  opinion,  he  would  say  that 
«aere  there  were  mountains  and  jungles  there  must  be  w«»tArc 

''h»    '^qpaaor^    ^r*Tnfl«.  *>f    ?ourse,  WO"n|d  ^ajcp  Hni^.       Atir      -.^.      ^ 
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now  to  be  regretted  that  when  Oeneral  Steel  arrived  at  this 
station  he  did  not  urge  an  endeavour  to  reach  Prome.  With  fifty 
elephants,  the  Irregular  Cavalry,  two  light  guns,  and  one  company 
of  European  Infantry,  the  Oeneral,  an  excellent  horseman,  might 
have  rivalled  Napoleon  crossing  the  Alps.  The  feat  would  have 
astonished  (General  Godwin,  who  would  probably  have  resolved 
on  walking  a  considerable  part  of  the  distance ;  for  although 
some  seven  or  eight  years  older  than  our  Madras  Gteneral,  the 
pedestrian  agility  of  the  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Burma  had  often 
astonished  far  younger  men ! 

Asking  pardon  for  this  digression,  let  us  now  attend  to  the 
Gbvemor-Oeneral's  assertion,  that  ''  if  my  anticipations  should 
not  be  fulfilled, — and  if,  notwithstanding  the  superiority,  which 
they  cannot  deny,  and  the  risk,  which  they  cannot  fail  to  re- 
cognise, the  Burmese  should  really  dispute  our  possession,  still 
I  earnestly  contend  that  an  onward  territorial  movement 
should  be  avoided  to  the  last.  .  .  .  Though  I  am  strongly 
opposed  to  an  advance  on  Ava,  followed  by  a  retirement  to 
Prome,  I  would  advise  that  even  that  costly  military  operation 
should  be  undertaken  before  Burma  be  made  and  declared  a 
British  possession/'  And  now  comes  what,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  is  the  finest  passage  in  the  despatch : — ^*  But  if,  after 
all,  peace  cannot  be  procured  by  any  thing  short  of  the  con- 
quest of  Burma;  if  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  course  of 
events  shall  establish  a  real  necessity  for  advance,  then  let  us 
advance, — let  us  fulfil  the  destiny  which  there,  as  elsewhere^ 
will  have  compelled  us  forward  in  spite  of  our  own  wishes,  and 
let  us  reconcile  ourselves  to  a  course  which  will  then  have  no 
alternative.  Haviug  made  every  honest  exertion  to  stand  fiut, 
we  shall  go  on  with  a  clear  conscience — ^with  motives  unim- 
peached ;  and  we  may  rest  tranquil  as  to  the  ultimate  result'' 
The  Minute  then  proceeds  to  consider  matter  already  set  forth 
in  the  '^  Proclamation ''  chapter  of  this  Abstract.  A  letter 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Eling  of  Burma,  ''reciting  more 
fully  the  object  and  the  results  of  the  war."    Aocordlii|r  to  tho 
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desire  of  the  Committee,  or  with  the  object  of  giving  effect  to 
their  orders^  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
States  is  to  be  proposed  to  the  King.  "  If  the  Court  of  Ava 
desires  to  secure  itself  from  further  assaults  by  the  Power 
which  it  has  found  itself  wholly  unable  to  resist^  it  will  cause 
the  proper  officers,  duly  accredited  on  its  part,  to  repair  to 
Prome,  within  one  month  from  the  dispatch  of  the  letter  to 
the  King  from  that  place,  there  to  sign  a  treaty  by  which  the 
province  of  Pegu  shall  be  ceded  to  the  British  Government^ 
and  relations  of  friendship  shall  be  renewed/'  The  proba- 
bility of  the  letter  in  question  not  reaching  the  King  now 
occurs  to  the  mind  of  the  Governor-General.  European  officers 
would,  perhaps,  meet  with  immediate  death  on  its  delivery. 
No  Burman  would  undertake  to  be  the  bearer.  The  Lord  of 
the  White  Elephant  holds  heads  but  cheap  in  Ava !  But, 
through  the  wise  measure  of  distributing  large  numbers  of 
copies  of  the  Proclamation  over  the  country,  the  King  will 
hear  of  annexation  ^^  though  the  letter  should  never  reach 
him.''  The  Secret  Committee  are  then  informed  that  the  Gh>- 
vemor-General  in  Council  has  selected  Captain  Phayre^  the 
present  Commissioner  of  Arakan,  to  be  Commissioner  of  Pegu; 
that  everything  is  in  preparation  for  the  establishment  of  a 
civil  government  in  the  new  province ;  and  that  all  will  come 
into  operation  as  soon  as  the  Proclamation  of  Annexation  *^  shall 
have  been  publicly  promulgated." 

We  have  now  endeavoured  to  set  before  the  reader  the  lead- 
ing points  of  Lord  Dalhousie's  policy,  in  as  brief  a  space  as 
was  compatible  with  doing  justice  to  his  Minutes  and  the  last 
extraordinary  despatch.  This  document  of  November  8, 1852, 
is  distinguished  by  three  leading  qualities— decision  of  cha- 
racter, a  desire  of  economy,  and  the  wish  to  show  that  a  para- 
mount Power  can  afford  wisely  to  act  with  moderation  under 
fOT^  fWificv^t  oircumstancps  The  difficulties  for  a  statesman 
^.,./or)ri     -?+>i   in  t^i^r    .-^if.mpjaA   wur   were  indeed   ^^^^j** 
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he  did  before  in  other  quarters  in  troublous  times  ?  Who  will 
deny  him  a  place  beside  such  Governors- General  as  the  Marquis 
Wellesley,  Lord  William  Bentinck,  and  Lord  Hardinge  ? 

On  the  23rd  of  December  1852,  the  Secret  Committee  replied 
to  the  Governor-General  in  Council.  They  approve  of  the 
course  the  Governor- General  proposes  to  pursue.  "We  should 
deplore/^  say  they,  "the  necessity  of  further  conquest,  and 
we  strongly  feel  the  very  serious  objections  to  the  annexation 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  Burman  Empire.^'  The  Committee 
"  see  with  satisfaction,  by  the  Minute  of  Sir  John  Littler, 
whose  military  experience  entitles  his  opinion  to  great  con- 
sideration, that  he  does  not  estimate  the  difficulties  of  an 
advance  upon  Ava  as  being  of  so  grave  a  character  as  to  pre- 
sent a  material  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of  that  course,  if  it 
should  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  persevering  hostility  of  the 
Burmese.^^  Sir  John  advocated  an  advance  on  Ava  without  an 
occupation.  It  is  probable  that  General  Godwin  entertained 
the  same  idea  in  September  1852,  when  he  made  his  speech  at 
the  Artillery  dinner.  And  none  could  be  more  natural  for  a 
military  man  to  entertain,  who,  from  the  very  nature  of  his 
profession,  is  calculated  to  look  more  at  the  immediate  effect 
and  glory  of  a  thing  than  at  the  after  consequences.  Yet,  for 
anything  we  know,  the  two  Generals  may  have  well  considered 
the  future,  after  planting  the  British  standard  on  the  battle- 
ments of  Ava ! 

The  Governor- General's  letter  to  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Ava  is  dated  November  16, 1852.  It  is  simply  the  Proclamation 
in  detail  ;  but  there  is  important  matter  regarding  the  treaty 
by  which  the  conquered  province  of  Pegu  was  to  be  ceded  to 
the  Government  of  India.  Should  His  Majesty's  accredited 
officers  sign,  then  tlic  Government  of  India,  on  its  part,  "  will 
bind  itself  to  renew  relations  of  friendship  with  your  Majesty, 
and  to  grant  liberty  to  trade  in  security  within  the  British  terri- 
tories to  your  Majesty's  subjects,  permitting  the  usual  trade 
and  supplies  of  your  kingdom  to  pass  its  frontier  in  Pegu^  ou 
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the  payment  of   such  moderate  duties  as  it  may  fix/'    The 
following  is  the 

DBAFT   OP  TREATY. 

Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Honourable  East  India  Com- 
pany, on  the  one  part,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Aya,  on  the 
other;  settled  by  His  Excellency  Commodore  6.  R.  Lambert, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  Her  Majesty's  Naval  Force  in  the 
East  Indies,  Major-General  Henry  Godwin,  C.B.,  commanding 
the  British  Forces  in  Ava,  and  Captain  Arthur  Purves  Phayre, 
Commissioner  of  Pegu,  on  the  part  of  the  Honourable  Company; 
and  by  ,  on  the  part 

of  the  King  of  Ava ;  who  have  each  communicated  to  the  other 
their  full  powers. 

ARTICLE    I. 

There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between  the 
Honourable  East  India  Company,  on  the  one  part,  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Ava,  on  the  other. 

ARTICLE    II. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ava  cedes  to  the  Honourable  East 
India  Company,  in  perpetual  sovereignty,  the  Province  of  Pegu, 
being  the  territories  to  the  southward  of  the  boundary  herein* 
after  described,  namely : — 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  Honourable  East  India  Company,  and  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Ava,  will  each  permit  the  subjects  of  the  other  to  carry 
on  trade  within  their  respective  dominions,  and  they  will  give 
to  such  traders  full  protection  and  security. 

ARTICLE  rv. 

rhis  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  A^^ 
.tVijn  oTio  Tnoiifh  ;  the  British  Commissioner  engag^ner  ^^a^    < 
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shall  be  ratified  by  the  Oo7emor-G«neral  in  Council^  and  de- 
livered to  the  Burmese  Commissioners^  within  one  month,  at 
Prome. 

Done  at  ,  this 

day  of  186     . 

(1853.) 

Having  now  related  the  annexation  of  a  new  province  to  our 
dominions  in  the  East^  and  holding  the  opinion  that  it  is 
highly  politic  to  increase  those  dominions  when  we  can  do  so 
with  a  due  regard  to  our  own  interests  and  to  those  of  others, 
we  are  led^  at  a  time  when  the  government  of  India  forms  one 
of  the  prominent  objects  of  public  attention,  to  muse  over  the 
progress  we  have  made  during  a  wonderful  century  of  govern- 
ment. If  even  a  Frenchman — ^remembering  the  scenes  of  the 
glory  of  Dupleix,  Labourdonnais,  Lally,  and  Bussy — styled 
the  government  of  the  East  India  Company  '^  one  of  the  most 
glorious  works  of  civilisation/^  why  should  any  of  our  own 
countrymen,  without  having  weighed  the  matter,  be  prone  to 
condemn^  or  simply  to  wish  for  change  f  In  the  little  city  of 
Pondicherry — the  Niobe  of  the  French  possessions  in  India — 
the  traveller  of  the  present  day  will  probably  hear,  as  the  writer 
has  heard  before  him,  the  intelligent  circles  of  the  Paris  of  the 
East  expressing  their  wonder  and  admiration  on  the  subject  of 
the  government  of  India — "  the  result  of  circumstances  rather 
than  of  desi^^' — a  piece  of  machinery  surpassing  all  that 
could  be  devised  by  the  most  cunning  legislator — a  system 
which  could  not  wisely  be  replaced  by  any  other.  It  is  plea- 
sant to  know  that  the  country  in  which  so  many  of  our  desti- 
nies are  cast  has  made  considerable  progress  under  the  East 
India  Company.  This  government,  it  has  been  well  expressed, 
''  is  extraordinary  in  its  design,  singular  in  its  conduct'';*  it  is 
a  system  pursued  among  a  strange  people  who  like  not  sudden 

*  "  History  of  tlie  BritiBh  GonqoesU  in  India,"  by  Uoraoe  St.  Jcduu 
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innovations^  millions  of  whom  seem  to  persist  in  remaining 
"  uncliangeabic  in  the  midst  of  change  1 "  Who  that  knows 
au;(ht  concerning  India  and  her  people  will  not  agree  with  the 
remark  *  that  "  Kurope  and  South  America,  if  not  India,  have 
had  quite  enough  of  governments  l)y  design — of  governments 
not  the  results  of  ci  renin  stances,  but  of  theories;  and  we  should 
be  sorrv  were  India  tlic  pr(»v  of  constitution-makers  !  '*  Modify 
and  correct  if  you  will,  but  do  not  attack  in  order  to  destroy. 
The  attempt  carries  failure  in  the  face  of  it,  as  sure  as  ever 
failure  was,  or  ever  will  be  !  f 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  even  in  a  quarter  of  a  century  hence 
a  decided  progress  will  be  ol)servable  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Pegu.  As  has  l)een  said  before,  there  is  easier  and  better 
material  to  work  upon  here ;  and  the  Talaings,  seeing  that  we 
have  be(»n  the  m(\'ins  of  rescuing  them  from  tyranny  and  op- 
pression, will  no  doubt  aid  us  in  the  general  cause  of  improve- 
ment, when  our  system  of  government  has  fairly  begun  to  work, 
buoyed  up  with  the  hoi)e  of  seeing  Pegu  rise  in  its  beauty 
again,  and  themselves,  although  not  an  independent,  at  least  a 
peaceful  and  hap^y  nation  ! 

Upon  our  occupation  of  the  Tenasserim  provinces  after  the 
first  war,  we  are  informed  that  our  rule  commenced  very 
l)roperly,  "  by  disturl)ing  as  little  as  possible  the  systems  of 
revenue*,  police,  and  justice,  to  which  the  people  had  been  ac- 
customed under  their  Burmese  rulers/'  By  the  Burmese  the 
chief  portion  of  the  State  revenue  derived  from  land,  was  levied 
in  kind  ;  and  one-fourth  of  the  crop  of  rice  was  nominally 
the  share  clainu»d  by  the  Government.  J  But,  on  account  of 
the  distance  of  the  southern  provinces  from  Ava,  the  Burmese 


•  "  KconoiniHt." 

t  No  scMisiblo  ninii  \N'ill  vtMit.urc  to  (Umy  to  Ilor  Majesty's  Government, 
fhl^in^■  tlie  la<t  twomy  years,  buiMhij^  on  tlio  foundation  laid  l)y  the  East  India 
Company,  tlie  oxorciac  of  fxtrcme  m(xloration,  an<l  an  ardent  dooiro  to  benefit 
\m'  ^u>(,pi^>  o*'  ^"dia.     (l.s7iK) 

^-,l/.,-.»  >^    'it    "^'»  j;^^  xyr^  p^  90^       Tin**     lit^incl'  '.F       i»-->»ino  •lnir---Tid  flT"^ 
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governors  and  their  subordinates  had  a  large  field  for  the  exer- 
cise of  tyranny  and  exaction.  Garden  produce,  fruit  trees, 
the  farming  of  fisheries,  town  dues,  and  other  modes  of  raising 
money,  likewise  yielded  revenue  for  the  State  as  well  as  for 
the  governors.  [The  oflScers  appointed  by  our  Government 
are  the  Commissioner,  his  assistants,  the  Tseekays,  and  the 
Goung  Gyouks.]  With  the  exception  of  taking  revenue  from 
the  land  in  kind,  the  above  fiscal  system  was  adopted  by 
us ;  from  which  period  the  revenue  system  of  the  Tenasserim 
provinces,  apparently  for  some  years,  went  through  so  many 
fluctuations  and  errors  as  to  impress  us  with  the  idea  that  a 
Colonel  Read,  with  his  assistant  Munro  (afterwards  the  great 
Sir  Thomas)  were  much  wanted  in  this  comer  of  our  do- 
minions in  the  East.  There  is  no  saying  what  these  lords  of 
the  Ryotwari  system,  and  masters  in  all  relating  to  land 
revenue,  would  have  done  under  the  circumstances;  but, 
doubtless,  they  would  have  done  something — have  invented 
some  mode  of  'raising  a  just  revenue  which  should  at  least 
bring  the  territory  nearer  paying  its  civil  and  military  expenses 
than  has  hitherto  been  attained.*  It  would  now  appear,  not- 
withstanding a  similar  drawback  to  these  provinces — that  of  a 
scanty  population — reasonable  to  expect  that  Pegu,  with  all  its 
natural  advantages,  will  not  eventually  disappoint  the  Gx)vem- 
ment ;  there  is  every  chance  of  a  speedy  increase  of  population ; 
and  even  in  a  few  years,  with  judicious  management,  guided 
by  experience,  which  qualities  distinguish  the  head  of  Pegu's 
Government,  this  once  ancient  kingdom  may  furnish  a  fair  and 
sufficient    revenue    for  every  purpose.     The  Commissioner  of 


*  Major  Broadfoot,  tho  horo  who  fell  at  Moodkoo,  altered  the  whole  fiscal 
eystom  of  tho  provinces,  "substituting  a  fixed  money  payment  in  lieu  of  the 
levy  of  one  fourth  of  the  grain  in  kind  or  commuted  in  money  ;  he  abolished 
taxoH  on  trees  and  garden  pro<luce,  and  those  on  turtle-banks  and  fisheries  ;  in 
place  of  tho  latter  he  establinhed  a  species  of  poll-tax,  so  regulated  that  a 
cultivator  paid  about  ouo-third  of  what  was  exacted  from  a  nou-cultivator."— 
"Calcutta  Review." 
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the  Tenasserim  and  Martaban  provinces^  whose  jurisdiction  now 
includes  a  portion  of  Pegu  to  the  eastward^  as  far  as  Shw^ 
gyeen^  will  also  have  an  admirable  field  for  the  development  of 
his  talents  in  the  endeavour  to  bring  his  now  extensiye  terri- 
tory into  a  prosperous  and  paying  condition.  As  regards  the 
commercial  capital  of  Pegu^  the  ground-rent  of  Rangoon 
alonc^  it  was  said^  would  furnish  no  inconsiderable  source  of 
income.  Captain  Phayrc  had  already  begun  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  healthy  and  wealthy  metropolis  of  Eastern  Asia. 
And  iinvr,  towards  the  close  of  this  narrative^  it  comes  as  a  sort 
of  duty  to  notice  a  fallacy  recently  put  forth  in  England^ — 
nothing  less  than  the  assertion  that  ^'  each  new  acquisition  had 
added  to  our  debt,  and  has  impoverished  India.^' 

In  the  account  of  the  revenues  and  charges  of  the  Punjab 
and  Ti*ans-lndus  territory  for  1840-1850,  and  the  succeeding 
year,  we  find  a  surplus  of  upwards  of  sixty  lakhs  of  rupees. 
If  we  deduct  from  this  what  is  styled  "  an  extra  military  ex- 
penditure ^'  of  thirty  lakhs — much  of  which  would  have  been 
expended  had  annexation  never  taken  place — there  is  then  a 
clear  surplus  of  thirty  lakhs  !  The  last  accounts  of  the  same 
territory  give  a  surplus  of  about  half  a  million  sterling,  subject 
to  the  same  deductions.  Should  very  minute  statisticians  give 
no  weight  to  the  fact  that  had  we  not  annexed  the  Punjab  we 
would  have  had  to  watch  it,  consequently  a  large  army  to  pay, 
without  deriving  any  revenue  from  that  territory  ?  Supposing 
that  Government,  in  the  case  of  Pegu,  had  not  annexed — ^had 
simply  been  contented  with  striking  a  blow;  allowing  that 
Burmese  arrogance  always  goes  on  in  an  increasing  arithmeti- 
cal progression,  would  not  Maulmain  and  Arakan  have  re- 
mained constant  themes  of  anxiety  and  expense?  There  could 
be  nothing  so  effective  as  taking  away  the  ^'  sinews  cf  war " 
from  a  country  like  Ava  !  And  this  could  only  be  done  bj 
»nnexation  !     Had  the  resources  of  Ava,  by  such  a  stroke  o^ 

r^y'iny    ^^Qoiy  crippled  in  1826,  it  is  highly  probable  there  wouln 

,  ,,     — ,  ^oftorir   ^•irmps'*  Wa**  ^^  lftfi2 
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Again^  a  popular  writer  advised^  shortly  after  we  were  settled 
at  Rangoon^  that  the  army  should  be  withdrawn  from  Burma, 
and  that  we  should  retire  to  Calcutta ''  with  as  little  loss  of 
time  as  possible  '* ;  thus  attempting  to  destroy  the  prestige  of 
the  power  of  that  very  Empire  which  he  afterwards  so  ele- 
gantly styled  ''  the  most  splendid  dominion  under  the  sun  I  " 

We  are  thankful  to  have  some  writers  in  India  able  and 
willing  to  expose  such  absurdities  as  have  just  been  alluded  to; 
and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  these  are  not  more  xmi- 
versally  read  in  England.  But  we  are  not  always  perfect  in  our 
views  of  matters^  even  in  the  Eastern  quarter  of  the  universe. 
Our  esteemed  Indian  Quarterly*  put  forth  a  fallacy  or  two 
which  were  commented  on  by  one  of  the  Calcutta  journals.  The 
annexation  of  Pegu,  thought  the  reviewer,  would  be  followed 
''  by  the  rapid  establishment  of  an  Eastern  Empire.''  This  was 
all  very  well — ^Who  did  not  hope  it  might  ?  But  after  giving 
England  new  possessions,  in  addition  to  Pegu,  such  as  the  Shan 
States  and  the  Gulf  of  Siam,  and  having  established  his  empire, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  such  acquisitions  would  not  pay.  It 
was  sufficient  to  assert  that  we  did  not  see  why  an  ''  Eastern 
Empire "  shotdd  speedily  follow  the  annexation  of  Pegu ;  bat 
if  such  should  take  place,  we  maintained  that  the  said ''  Empire  ** 
would  not  only  pay,  if  properly  managed,  but  afford  a  consider- 
able surplus  to  the  future  Emperors  I  f 

On  the  20th  of  June  a  letter  arrived,  having  been  brought 
across  the  Galadzet  mountains  from  Plrome  in  six  days,  a 
distance  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  making  the 
runner's  trip  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  a  day.  General 
Godwin  was  about  to  start  for  Meaday,  and  then  move  south- 
ward and  complete  his  tour  of  inspection  at  the  various  military 
posts — which  steps  seemed  to  augur,  on  our  part,  a  decided 
termination  to  the  war. 

•  "  Calcatta  Renew/'  September  1862. 

t  Pega  has  partly  f alfiUed  this  propheoj  in  the  funds  she  has  abesdj  foxw 
nished  to  the  Imperial  ezohequer.  {Noi§  in  1879.) — See  notes  in *P^ec%'  NallL 


302  OUB   BURMESE   WABS. 

But  all  doubt  on  the  latter  point  was  put  an  end  to  by  the 
arrival  of  news  at  the  end  of  June^  to  the  effect  that  an  Am- 
bassador had  arrived  at  Prome  with  a  message  from  the  King 
of  Ava,  statinji:  that  althou<;h  he  would  not  sign  away  any  of 
his  territory  he  would  nevertheless  allow  us  to  remain  in  the 
country,  and  would  give  orders  to  his  generals  not  to  molest 
us;— and  that  he  wished  the  blockade  on  the  Irawady  with- 
drawn, and  a  free  trade  to  be  established  between  the  two 
nations!  We  should  have  l)cen  inclined  to  consider  this  a 
piece  of  consummate  craft,  had  it  not  been  a  well-known  fact 
that  the  unfortunate  people  to  the  northward  were  starving — 
that  traffic  had  almost  ceased — that  taxes  of  course  could  not 
be  paid, — and  that  if  such  a  state  of  things  continued,  the 
remnant  of  the  glory  of  Ava's  kingdom  must  soon  depart 
without  the  necessity  of  (mr  moving  one  mile  from  Meaday. 

We  deem  it  necessary  to  make  special  mention  here  of  the 
adniinible  measures  adopted  for  enabling  us  to  defeat  any 
attempt  of  the  Burmese  to  recover  a  |)Osition  in  the  Aeng  Pass 
or  its  vicinity.  Captain  NuthalPs  gallant  surprise  of  the  Aeng 
stockade  *  was  followed  up  by  a  garrison  there.  The  Toungoo 
Pass  being  also  garrisoned,  British  communication  vid  Arakan^ 
was  brought  to  within  three  days'  journey  from  Prome.  "  From 
the  crest  of  the  Nareghain  Pass,''  writes  an  officer, ''  the  valley 
and  course  of  the  Trawady  are  distinctly  visible,  and  present  a 
very  beautiful  and  interesting  sight."  Two  officers  were  em- 
ployed to  survey  these  Passes,  which  were  to  become  "the 
main  line  of  communication  between  Prome,  the  upper  part  of 
Pegu,  and  Calcutta."  And,  in  a  few  years,  we  hoped  to  see  the 
Governor-General  of  India,  by  means  of  electric  telegraph,  in 
communication  with  Prome  and  Meaday  !  Truly,  what  might 
we  soon  expect  to  see   tlie  wizard — Science — ^leave  undone? 


'h»  .'.  fKft  -..  4-»\ia  ooCHviiiOT*  OA,pfo.{p  Kif.k    ^1. 
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The  magic  wires  will  speak^ — ^announce  a  kingdom's  &11^  or 
utter  forth  a  kingdom's  prosperity^ — ^tell  from  Europe  of  an 
Emperor's  ambitious  views^  or  herald  forth  an  approaching 
revolution ;  all  these  things  were  likely  enough  to  be  tele- 
graphed in  Eastern  Asia  I  How  different  from  the  time  when 
Sir  A.  Campbell  showed  his  foresight  by  ordering  a  body  of 
men  to  Aeng  under  Captain  Ross^  to  pioneer  the  way  for  any 
future  forcCj  as  the  Aeng  road  over  the  Arakan  mountains  had 
not  been  explored  by  any  officer  of  General  Morrison's  unfor- 
tunate army  I  However^  we  should  even  be  grateful  to  that 
army^  for  through  it  the  Burmese  lost  Arakan  on  the  Ist  of 
April  1825.  It  was  now  declared  that  there  was  not  a  single 
stockade  to  be  seen  all  the  way  from  Meaday  to  Avaf 

Among  the  Christian  prisoners  who  had  been  liberated  by 
Prince  Mengdoon  in  his  struggle  for  the  throne  of  the  Golden 
Foot^  were  two  Catholic  priests ;  a  Mr.  Spiers^  formerly  captain 
of  a  vessel  at  Rangoon ;  and  Mr.  Conductor  Quinn^  attached 
to  the  Bengal  Ordnance  Department.  The  last  was  an  extra- 
ordinary man.  There  is  always  something  to  create  a  vast 
interest  in  the  mind  about  the  circumstance  of  a  prisoner  of 
war.  Here  was  a  man  who  strayed  beyond  the  safe  boundary 
at  Prome^  probably  "  whistling  as  he  went  for  want  of  thought,*' 
who  believed  the  presence  of  an  enemy  to  be  a  &ble.  Behold 
him  coolly  ascending  a  tree^  then  employed  in  getting  a  spy- 
glass to  the  proper  focus,  then  surveying  the  surrounding 
country  in  the  most  consummate  self-confidence  I  The  Bur- 
mese observe  him — he  is  surrounded — becomes  a  prisoner  of 
war— and  is  led  off  in  triumph  to  Ava.  He  refuses  food — 
even  kicks  away  the  proffered  meal— he  is  but  a  poor  prisoner 
— ^his  heart  is  sick — ^he  is  about  to  die.  He  reaches  Ava.  As 
a  stroke  of  conciliation  with  the  British,  the  successful  Prince 
releases  the  conductor,  and  once  more  the  hitherto  unfor- 
tunate man  is  a  child  of  the  glorious  goddess  Liberty! 
Who  would  not  be  a  prisoner  of  war  for  such  a  brilliant  con- 
summation? 
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Having  thus  remarked  concerning  prisoners  of  war^  one  is 
led  to  tliink  of  a  concluding  event  of  the  former  campaigns^ 
just  before  the  Treaty  of  Yanda]>oo  was  signed  and  sealed. 
The  reader  will  probably  recollect  the  arrival  of  a  deputation 
and  treasure  from  Ava,  also  of  Dr.  Price,  wiih  the  Judsons  and 
other  prisoners.  The  British  camp  at  Yandaboo  boasted  one 
tent  containing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judson.  While  Mr.  Judson's 
life  was  in  the  power  of  a  cruel  and  sanguinary  Courts  the 
amiable  wife  was  debarred  from  seeing  her  husband.  While  he 
remained  in  prison  she  supplied  him  with  food^  '^  occasionally 
contriving  to  communicate  with  him  by  hiding  a  slip  of  paper 
in  the  e^pout  of  a  teapot ;  and  at  one  period,  the  prisoners  having 
been  moved  to  a  place  of  confinement  several  miles  from  Ava^ 
she  followed,  and  took  up  her  abode  in  a  miserable  hut,  where 
to  escape  insult,  she  assumed  the  Burinan  attire.''  *  We  have 
no  "  romance ''  like  this  to  write  about  in  the  Second  War;  and 
perhaps  it  is  as  well. 

As  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  and  General  Godwin  are  the  only 
two  British  Generals  to  whose  lot  it  has  yet  fallen  to  conduct 
a  war  in  these  regions,  it  may  not  bo  deemed  uninteresting,  iu 
conclusion,  to  note  a  few  circumstances  regarding  each^  with 
respect  to  their  high  command. 

Sir  A.  Campbell,  having  distinguished  himself  in  the  Penin- 
sula, where  he  commanded  a  division  of  the  Portuguese  army^ 
was  appointed  to  the)  Army  of  Ava  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  after  he  had  won  his  European  laurels.  General  Godwin^ 
who,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  a  Queen's  regiment,  had  served 
under  him  in  the  East,  having  distinguished  himself  in  the  Ava 
campaigns,  was  appointed  to  a  similar  command  about  twenty- 
six  years  after  that  war  which  has  been  so  vividly  narrated  by 
Trant  and  Havelock,  and  so  correctly  by  Professor  Wilson.f 


T  7o  Years  in  Ava." 
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With  Sir  A.  Campbell  there  was  European  military  experience 
to  guide  the  war^  which  could  not  possibly  include  a  practical 
knowledge  of  how  to  work  Europeans  and  sepoys  together;  and 
the  latter  not  having  been  supported  by  European  infantry  and 
a  well-directed  fire  of  artillery  was  the  cause^  every  one  knows^ 
of  such  decided  and  bloody  repulses  as  our  troops  met  with  at 
Kykloo  and  Wattegaum  (Watty-goon).  With  his  European 
regiments  there  was  much  to  admire  in  Sir  A.  Campbell  as  a 
soldier,  but  he  knew  nothing  of  Native  Infantry.  And  putting 
the  qualifications  of  the  sepoy  out  of  the  question — even  as  a 
political  stroke  of  wisdom  never  to  give  our  native  troops  in  the 
East  a  chance  of  being  shown  off  to  disadvantage — ^this  want 
of  knowledge  was  of  serious  consequence.  General  Gk)dwin^ 
although  a  Queen's  officer,  throughout  the  operations  of  the 
Second  War,  proved  himself  well  aware  of  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  using  the  sepoy.  In  no  instance  did  he 
allow  the  natives  to  advance  ineffectively  supported  by  Euro- 
peans ;  and  thus  supported,  they  really  did  admirably  at  Ban^ 
goon,  Bassein,  and  Pegu,  to  say  nothing  of  Donabew^  and 
several  minor  affairs.  Even  in  his  greatest  error — that  of 
leaving  Pegu  with  too  small  a  garrison  after  its  capture — ^more 
than  half  of  that  small   but  gallant  band  was  composed  of 

m 

Europeans.  The  sepoy  could  not  have  been  better  supported ; 
and  no  doubt  he  would  have  aided  in  slaying  the  Burmese 
wholesale,  by  the  side  of  the  European,  had  an  opportunity 
offered,  even  against  the  thousands  of  infuriated  warriors  who 
surrounded  the  pagoda. 

Before  Sir  A.  Campbell's  army  was  sent  to  Rangoon,  a 
supposition  was  entertained  that  should  an  advance  on  Ava  be 
necessary  it  might  be  accomplished  by  embarking  the  troops  in 
Burmese  boats,  which  wotdd  reach  the  city  of  Ava^  in  three 
or  four  months.    It  never  occurred  to  those  who  dictated  this 


•  A  distSDM  of  sboat  6U0  milMU 
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line  of  operations  that  the  Burmese  might  have  the  means  off 
withholding  from  us  the  resources  of  the  country^  on  which  it 
would  be  necessary  in  such  a  movement  to  place  great  depen- 
dence. Having  selected  Rangoon  as  the  chief  point  of  attack^ 
it  was  also  thought  that  the  Burmese  would  submit  on  hearing 
of  the  fall  of  the  famous  city  built  by  Alompra. 

Twenty-eight  years  after,  on  General  Godwin's  arrival  with  a 
splendid  array  of  steamers  and  comparatively  few  transports^ 
subsequent  to  the  ''  brilliant  feat  of  arms'*  which  placed  Ran- 
goon in  our  possession,  a  speedy  advance  on  the  capital  was 
declared  by  many  to  be  the  only  mode  of  bringing  matters  to 
a  conclusion.  Again,  little  thought  was  given  to  the  proba- 
bility of  the  Burmese  cutting  off  our  supplies,  or  withholding 
the  resources  of  the  country,  or  to  the  fact  that  but  yery  fisw 
of  the  steamers  were  suitable  for  such  an  advance.  In  the 
case  of  both  generals  public  expectation  was  filled  with  the  idea 
of  a  brilliant  and  speedy  termination  to  the  war.  The  dis- 
tinguished Peninsula  officer  was  expected  to  bring  about  all 
this  in  the  first  war,  and  all-powerful  steam  was  to  do  every- 
thing that  was  needful  in  the  second.  We  say  all-powerful 
steam,  for  it  was  believed  by  many,  from  no  knowledge  of  the 
Commander,  but  from  sheer  assumption  on  the  score  of  years^ 
that  General  Godwin,  in  spite  of  his  Burmese  experience^  would 
be  fit  for  nothing — that  lie  would  be  "  simply  in  the  way." 
Age  is  a  pei*sonal  business  with  which  the  public  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do.  For  no  other  crime  than  that  of  having  lived 
a  little  longer  than  most  men  through  the  changing  scenes  of 
life,  volleys  of  abuse  were  discharged  in  England  against  onr 
gallant  General,  and  that,  too,  before  lu^  was  put  to  the  test. 
Even  the  philanthropic  spirit  of  "a  noble  and  learned  lord" 
opposed  to  tlie  war,  was  roused  to  give  utterance  to  the  liberal 
sentiment  that  the  General^s  appointineut  to  command  the 
oTT^pHitioT>  ^iv  o  -'"ry  proper  one.  He  was  acquainted  practi- 
■^ii^    *nr.     ..'^•^oi'^'i'^     "'♦h  B"^ma,  he   had    already  obtained 
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cany  on  the  war  with  greater  advantage  than  any  other  officer. 
Who  among  ns  would  object  to  a  command^  should  he  hare 
the  good  fortune  to  enjoy  what  Dryden  styles  ''  a  green  old 
age'' — a  youth  renewed  like  the  eagle's?  We  do  not  advocate 
the  employment  of  old  generals  as  a  safe  rule  in  the  army*; 
they  do  not  always  boast  that  matured  judgment  for  which 
they  get  credit;  but  when  strong  recommendations  in  their 
favour  appear,  it  is  very  hard  and  unfair  that,  without  having 
been  weighed  in  the  balance,  they  should  be  declaimed  as  want- 
ing !  Sir  A.  Campbell  had  the  good  fortune  to  steer  dear  of 
all  such  calumny  at  the  period  tsi  his  appointment.  Then 
public  feeling  in  England  against  war  was  not  so  violent  as  it 
is  at  present.  The  national  advantages  obtained  by  Waterloo 
were  being  reaped  in  abundance.  In  India  the  Mahratta  Power 
had  only  a  few  years  before  been  subdued ;  and  in  the  case  of 
a  Burmese  war  it  was  merely  turning  the  course  firom  the  west 
to  the  extreme  east.  When  the  Burmese  amthorities  had 
written  to  the  Marquis  of  Hastings,  asserting  their  right  to  the 
Province  of  Bengal,  we  had  no  Punjab—^no  Sind — ^nnder  our 
government.  Altogether,  the  times  were  move  fimnirable  to 
the  First  Burmese  War  than  the  Second.  Far  less  shackled^  if 
shackled  at  all,  than  General  Godwin,  and  with  a  new  and 
determined  enemy.  Sir  A.  Campbell  had  also  freqfoent  oppov^ 
tunities  of  displaying  that  persevering  enterprise  whidi  the 
British  always  admire,  and  than  which,  when  disereetly  usedt 
nothing  can  be  more  worthy  of  admiratioo.  General  Godwin 
had  not  so  many  opportunities.  The  effieieDcy  of  steam  aided 
in  rendering  the  opening  campaign  of  the  Second  Burmese 
War  truly  brilliant.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  no  satis* 
factory  comparison  can  be  instituted  between  the  two  com- 
manders, under  the  circumstances.    The  health  of  the  troops. 


*  Nor  of  old  admixali  in  tlio  Natj,  m  has  besn  ahmiSf  nmarked  rogardisg 
Admiral  ▲nstin. 
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in  comparison  with  tlie  former  campai^is^  shows  to  great 
advantage.  We  behold  no  army  perishing  in  the  swamps  of 
Arakan  from  the  want  of  the  commander's  experience  of  the 
climate.  As  far  as  hardships  and  the  want  of  supplies  are 
concerned^  wc  are  not  too  proud  to  yield  the  palm  to  the  former 
Army  of  Ava.  The  first  war  was  a  far  longer  and  more 
tedious  one  than  the  second ;  and  it  was  declared  to  end  '^  in  a 
manner  highly  honourable  to  the  British  Government/'  Aa 
regards  the  expenditure  of  life  and  treasure,  ''look  on  this 
picture  and  on  this !  *'  As  regards  energy  and  military  capacity^ 
it  is  pleasant  to  turn  to  pictures  of  the  two  chiefis^ — ^to  the  one 
with  the  eye  of  the  past,  when  we  behold  him  busy  at  work 
preparing  to  retrieve  what  we  had  lost  by  the  repulse  at  Do- 
nal>cw,*  and  again  at  the  final  action  of  Pagahm  Mew^  a  city 
of  former  splendour,  where  he  directed  the  column  in  person 
against  the  Infernal  Kingf;  to  the  other  with  the  eye  of  the 
present,  when  we  behold  him  in  his  general's  cap  and  plume, 
wliile  so  many  were  suffering  from  the  terrific  heat  of  the  sun, 
as  active  as  the  younger  men  on  the  field  on  the  12th  of  April, 
while  fighting  our  way  towards  the  great  pagoda, — in  all  his 
prompt  energy  during  the  bustle  and  preparation  for  the  relief 
of  Pegu, — and  again,  when  directing  the  assault  against  that 
capital's  noble  temple.  In  both  cases  we  have  true  soldiers 
anxious  to  serve  their  country  faithfully  and  well.  The  result 
of  the  Second  Burmese  War  is  infinitely  more  satisfactory  than 
that  of  the  First.  Great  Britain,  for  the  first  time,  secured 
a  firm  footing  in  Eastern  Asia.    The  link  between  our 


*  The  news  of  thin  was  forwarded  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Godwin,  H.  M.'s 
4LBt,  in  a  quill,  to  headquarters. 

t  "  The  King  of  Hell/'  as  he  was  styled,  the  (Tuhlen  Foot's  last  resuorce  •■ 
a  commander.  The  battle  of  Pagahm  Mew  was  fought  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1826.  It  was  nearly  bloodless  on  our  side,  and  fifty-fiya  pieces  of 
artillery  were  captured.  This  was  the  last  action  of  the  First  Bnmiese 
War.— See  Part  I.,  p.  55. 
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sions .  on  the  Ganges  and  the  vast  Hindu-Chinese  r^ons  had 
been  rendered  complete.  A  mighty  work  was  done — ^a  great 
political  triumph  had  been  accomplished !  Should  destiny  impel 
us  forward,  a  few  years  in  Pegu  wotdd  make  us  quite  ready 
for  the  service.  Before  that  time  arrived  it  was  probable  the 
King  of  Ava  would  be  in  every  sense  a  strenuous  advocate  for 
free  trade.  Some  enterprising  members  of  the  British  Senate 
may  even  travel  this  way,  and  expound  some  new  and  unheard 
of  principles  of  political  economy  to  His  Majesty  of  the  Golden 
Foot  and  the  Golden  Ear !  *    (1853.) 


*  It  most,  with  regret,  be  affirmed  that,  as  regards  free  trade,  onr  sangaine 
hopes  have  not  been  realised  (October  1S79).  For  oontiniiation  of  nanaiiTa 
to  the  month  of  February  1854,  see  "  Pega,"  p.  880. — Kacgfiing  to  the  order 
of  events,  we  shall  here  make  a  few  remarks  to  render  our  Abatraot  ae  com- 
plete as  possible.  At  Toongoo — where  for  some  time  the  writer  was  the  only 
artillery  officer  in  command — Mr.  Mason,  of  the  American  Baptist  Missioaiy 
paid  ns  a  yisit.  He  thought  well  of  the  annexation  of  the  coontry.  It  was 
of  no  common  interest  to  talk  with  the  author  of  the  "  Fauna,  Flora,  and 
Minerals  of  Burma,"  perhaps,  after  Judson,  the  most  distinguished  missionary 
that  ever  came  to  the  land  of  the  Golden  Foot.  In  his  famous  work  he  thus 
describes  the  AmhersHaf  which  he  first  saw  in  all  its  natiya  grace  and  beaaty 
at  Maulmain,  and  which  is  considered  the  finest  indigenous  tree  of  Ohin-India. 
"  It  is  of  low  stature,  with  slender  pendulous  branches  clustered  under  its 
tufted  summit  of  lively  green,  and  draperied  with  large  pea-blossom  whtuptd 
flowers  of  brilliant  red  and  yellow,  which  hang  down  from  its  graceful  branches 
in  tassels  more  than  a  yard  long.  It  was  discovered  by  Dr.  WalHch,  on  the 
Salween,  near  Trockla,  and  named  by  him  [after  the  Govemor-Genssml's  lady, 
'  the  noble  Amherstia.' "  We  notice  in  his  work  on  Burma  that  Gonaral 
Fytche,  following  the  doctor's  example,  has  named  a  beaatifnl  Bmmsss 
creeper  after  himself — Dendrohium  Fytchianum — a  fine  iUnstratioiii  of  which 
will  be  found  at  page  297,  vol.  i  In  Burma  there  is  scarcely  a  tree  without 
its  attendant  creeper. — On  the  14th  of  December  (1868),  the  Qoremor-Generalt 
Lord  Dalhousie,  paid  his  second  visit  to  Bangoon.  He  found  the  city  prospsfons, 
and  happiness  and  prosperity  everywhere ;  also  that  articles  paying  duty  in 
November  and  December,  amounted  in  value  to  eleven  lakhs  of  rupees  (one 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling) — a  good  return  from  exports  and 
imports  in  such  a  short  space  of  time.  His  lordship  next  steamed  up  the 
Irawady  to  Prome  and  Meaday,  on  his  mission  of  peace.  At  the  latter  place 
he  made  a  pithy  speech,  and  was  the  chief  actor  in  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  of  the  new  Province.  The  pillar,  he  said,  was  to  be  a  mark  of  the 
British  possessions  for  ever  and  ever  I    Our  Toongoo  boundary  was  to  be  in  a 
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Fort-William^  Foreign  DxrARTMXxrT, 
the  30th  Jane  1853. 
In  the  Proclamntion  hy  which  the  Province  of  Pegu  was 
ncxed  to  tlie  British  dominions  in  the  East^  the  OoTemor- 
Gencral  in  (^ouncil  declared  that  he  desired  no  further  conquest 
in  Vurmay  and  was  willing  to  consent  that  hostilities  should 
cease.  Tliereaftcr  the  Burman  troops  were  everywhere 
withdrawn.  The  King  was  dethroned  by  his  brother,  the 
Mengdoon  Prince,  and  an  Envoy  was  sent  from  Ava  to  sue  for 
peace.  The  Burman  Knvoy — confessing  their  inability  to 
resist  the  power  of  the  British  Government^  and  submissively 
soliciting  its  forbearance — announced  his  willingness  to  sign  a 
Treaty  in  accordance  with  the  Proclamation^  objecting  only  to 
the  frontier  being  placed  at  Meaday.  Tlie  Government  of 
India,  while  it  maintained  its  undoubted  right  to  fix  the 
frontier  where  it  had  been  placed^  at  the  same  time  gave  signal 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  its  desire  for  the  renewal  of  friendly 
relations  between  the  Stat(*s ;  for^  in  the  hope  of  at  once  con- 
cluding a  treaty  of  |  nice,  the  Governor-General  in  Council 
consented  to  withdraw  the  frontier  from  Meaday,  and  to  place 
it,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  most  literal  wording  of  the 
Proclamation,  immediately  to  the  northward  of  Prome  and 
Toungoo, — cities  which  have  been  described  at  all  times  as 
within  the  northern  limits  of  Pegu,  in  the  official  records  of 
transactions  between  the  two  States. 

But  when  this  concession  was  offered,  the  Burman  Envoy, 


straight  line  with  the  point  chosen  six  miles  north  of  Meadaj. — Oar  xnaroh  to 

3fvo-Khla — forty-two  miles  north  of  Toung^o — has  beenalladed  to  elaewhera. 

A.t  this  time  it  looked  as  if  a  Third  Burmese  War  were  about  to  commence — 

'ithongh  the  Burmese  know  wo  had  now  a  direct  land  movement  on  Aya  «^ 

n     .1   ^^  one  s'''**  ^^d  a  water  movement  by  means  of  light  craft  on  t* 
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wholly  receding  from  his  previous  declarations^  reftased  to 
assent  to  any  Treaty  by  which  a  cession  of  territory  should  be 
made.  Hereupon  the  negotiations  were  at  once  broken  off. 
The  frontier  of  the  British  territories  was  finally  fixed  to  the 
northward  of  Meaday  and  Toungoo,  and  the  Envoy  was 
directed  to  quit  the  camp. 

The  Envoy  proceeded  to  the  capital,  whence  he  has  now 
conveyed  to  the  Gknremment  of  India  the  sentiments  and  pro- 
posals of  the  Court  of  Ava. 

The  Kin^  expresses  his  desire  for  the  cessation  of  war.  The 
King  announces  that ''  orders  have  been  issued  to  the  governors 
of  districts  not  to  allow  the  Burmese  troojis  to  attack  the 
territories  of  Meaday  and  Toungoo,  in  which  the  British  Go- 
vernment has  placed  its  garrisons.''  Furthermore,  the  King 
has  set  at  liberty  the  British  subjects  who  had  been  carried 
prisoners  to  Ava;  and  he  has  expressed  his  wish  that  '^the 
merchants  and  people  of  both  countries  should  be  allowed,  in 
accordance  with  former  friendship,  to  pass  up  and  down  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  trading/'  Mindful  of  the  assurance  he 
gave  that  hostilities  would  not  be  resumed  so  long  as  the 
Court  of  Ava  refrained  from  disputing  our  quiet  possession  of 
the  Province  of  Pegu,  the  Govemor-Gteneral  in  Council  is 
willing  to  accept  these  pacific  declarations  and  acts  of  the 
King  as  a  substantial  proof  of  his  acquiescence  in  the  proposed 
conditions  of  peace,  although  a  formal  Treaty  has  not  been 
concluded :  Wherefore  the  Governor-General  in  Council  permits 
the  raising  of  the  river  blockade,  consenting  to  the  renewal  of 
former  intercourse  with  Ava,  and  now  proclaims  the  restovm- 
tion  of  peace.  The  Army  of  Ava  will  no  longer  be  w^Mntained 
on  a  war  establishment.  At  the  same  time,  a  force  wiU  be 
permanently  retained  in  Pegu  amply  adequate  for  its  defence 
and  fully  prepared  for  the  event  of  war.  The  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  while  he  announced  the  successive  events 
of  the  war,  has  gladly  seized  each  fitting  occasion  for  bestowing 
promptly  on  the  several  oflBoers  whose  services  were  mentioned 
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with  distinction,  the  cordial  thanks  and  approbation  of  the 
Government  of  India.  His  Lordship  in  Council  deems  it  un- 
necessary now  to  repeat  in  detail  acknowledgments  of  individnal 
merit  tliat  are  still  so  recent ;  but  he  cannot  dose  the  record 
of  this  war  without  again  conveying  to  the  Services  generally 
an  assurance  of  the  admiration  with  which  he  has  viewed  the 
combined  exertions,  whereby,  under  God's  good  providence, 
the  su])roniacy  of  our  power  in  the  East  has  once  more  been 
asserted  and  upheld.  [Then  follow  [thanks,  naming  the  higher 
officers.] 

In  testimonv  of  the  sense  that  is  entertained  of  the  services 
and  conduct  of  the  combined  Force,  the  Governor-General  in 
Council  is  pleased  to  dii*ect  that  a  donation  of  six  months' 
batta  shall  be  issued  to  all  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men  of  the  several  Naval  and  Military  Forces  that 
have  been  employed  during  the  progress  of  the  war  with 
Burma.  And  it  shall  be  the  further  care  of  the  Goyemor- 
Gcneral  in  Council  to  brinjr  their  services  and  conduct  under 
the  special  notice,  and  to  commend  them  to  the  most  favour- 
able consideration,  of  ller  Majesty's  Government  and  of  the 
Honourable  Court  of  I^i rectors. 

By  Order  of   the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General  in 
Council, 

(Signed)  J.  P.  Grant, 

Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 

At  the  termination  of  hostilities  (1853)  the  troops  were 
quartered  at  the  following  stations  and  out-posts  : — 

Rangoon.  Shwe-oyeen.  Shwe  Douno. 

Yandoon.  Toungoo.  Padouno-Miw. 

Bassein.  Maulmain.  Tomboo. 

Pegu.  Prome.  Henzada. 

SiTTANG.  MeADAY.  DoNABBW. 

irand    total    actually  present, — 346  European    office- »         ^'^ 
^To,..      ,.fipoif. ,    t,334  European  non-commissioned  ofldbcii^  a- -r 
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men;  8,242  Native  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, — in 
aU  13,099. 

The  army  was  divided  into  two  divisional  commands,  held 
hj  Brigadier-General  Sir  John  Cheape  at  Prome,  and  hy 
Brigadier-General  Steel  at  Rangoon.  The  Staff  of  each  Divi- 
sion was  to  remain — a  highly  prudent  arrangement — until  the 
new  territory  became  perfectly  secure  on  the  frontier.  The 
army  being  now  distributed  over  Pegu,  recalled  the  memorable 
words  of  the  Governor-General  in  his  Despatch  of  8rd  Novem- 
ber : — ''  By  the  annexation  of  P^u  we  hold  in  the  easy  grasp 
of  our  hand  the  kernel  of  the  Burman  Empire.  Why  should 
we,  by  the  occupation  of  Ava,  encumber  ourselves  with  an 
armful  of  worthless  rind  ?  But  if,  after  all,  peace  cannot  be 
procured  by  anything  short  of  the  conquest  of  Burma;  if  thb 

LAPSE  OF    TIME  AND  THE  COURSE    OF  EVENTS  SHALL  ESTABLISH    A 

REAL  NECESSITY  for  advaucc,  THEN  LET  US  ADVANCE.''  Mean- 
while we  hoped  that  our  new  possession — extending  beyond 
the  19th  parallel  of  latitude — a  fertile  country  more  than  twice 
the  size  of  Holland,  with  a  friendly  and  unwarlike  people- 
would  rise  to  a  high  state  of  prosperity,  without ''  encumber- 
ing ourselves  with  an  armful  of  worthless  rind  I  '* 

Tboops  in  Pegu,  &c. 

1864. 

Head-quarters  : — Rangoon — ^No.  1  Battery,  20th  Brigade^ 
Royal  Artillery ;  H.  M.'s  60th  Rifles  (8rd  Battalion)  ;  28th 
Regiment  Madras  Native  Infantry.  Thatet-Mtoo— O  Bat- 
tery, 23rd  Brigade,  Royal  ArtiUery ;  H.  M.'s  19th  Regiment  of 
Foot ;  5th  Regiment  Madras  Native  Infantry.  Toungoo — ^No. 
5  Battery,  20th  Brigade,  Royal  Artillery ;  8rd  Regiment  Madnui 
Light  Infantry.  Shwe-gyeen— Two  companies  8rd  R^ment 
Light  Infantry.  Maulhain — 9th  Regiment  Madras  Native  In- 
fantry. Port  Blair,  Andahans — One  company  Sappers  and 
Miners ;  one  company  Madras  Native  Infantry.  (The  Arakan 
Battalion  had  been  abolished,  and  Police  substituted.) 
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Lard  Dalhoitsie's  Autoyraph  Letter  to  Major  Hill,  on  the 

Defence  of  Pegu. 

The  author  thinks  it  a  fitting  conclusion  to  a  chapter  con- 
taining remarks  on  Loni  Dalhousie's  policy  to  present  bis 
readers  with  a  copy  of  the  original  letter  forwarded  by  tbe 
Governor-General  to  Major  Ilill^  after  the  gallant  defence  of 
Pegu.*  This  epistle  by  the  great  Pro-consul  and  ready  writer 
has  never  before  been  published ;  and  it  will  be  of  additional 
interest  at  a  time  when  ''  Isandula  "  and  **  Roorke's  Drift ''  are 
fresh  in  the  memories  of  all  true  Britons — showing  that  tbe 
British  arms  are  always  gallantly  displayed,  in  all  ages.  Such 
a  letter  also  enhances  the  great  importance  Gt)vemment  at- 
tached to  the  defence  : — 

Government  House,  July  19, 1853* 
Sir, — It  afforded  me  much  satisfaction  some  months  ag^  to 
offer  to  you,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  India,  an  expres- 
sion of  the  approbation  with  which  it  regarded  your  gallant  defence 
of  your  post  at  Pegu,  against  an  overwhelming  Burman  force.  I 
have  still  greater  satisfaction  now,  in  having  the  means  of  proving 
the  sincerity  of  the  admiration  which  was  expressed,  by  rewarding 
the  services  which  called  it  forth. 

The  command  of  the  Gwalior  Contingent  is  vacant.  It  com- 
prises two  regiments  of  Cavalry,  seven  regiments  of  Infantry, 
and  four  Field  Batteries;  its  allowances  are  to  be  2000  rupees 
a  month  ;  the  climate  is  excellent,  and  the  position  is  altogether 
more  coveted  than  any  other  which  the  Governor-General  has  to 
bestow. 
If  it  should  suit  your  views  to  accept  this  command,  I  shall  feel 


*  The  abuv(>  lotter  lins  boon  alladod  to  at  page  235,  after  the  "  Inyestment 

of  Pogu.'*     liajor  11  ill,  we  may  hero  noto,  had  served  in  the  First  Burmese 

War ;  and,  as  Ensign  in  tho  Madras  F]aro]>ean  Regiment,  was  present  at  the 

fall  and  occupation  of  Rangoon,  lh21,  and  at  tho  assault  of  stockades  %*■ 

^emmendine  in  the  same  year.     Ho  served  also  at  the  escalade  of  Panla^.^ 

n  1825,  an*^   *U8  engaged  in  the  first  assault  on,  and  the  second  att^'^v-  m 

i/x«ta>>«>-'       vK«,  gallant  young  subaltern,  therefore,  had  been  taught  "       . -- 

_.        ....  »*  *r»  prAQDivk  }»i»n  V»*  111*  ''utnrft  (r«»»^'^  nchieveinen^ 
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a  great  and  real  pleasure  in  bestowing  it  upon  jou :  and  I  beg 
you  to  regard  the  act  as  being  at  once  a  testimonj  to  jour  dis- 
tinguished personal  merit,  and  a  compliment  to  the  gallant  force 
you  led  so  well,  and  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  army  of  the  Presidencf 
to  which  you  belong. 

I  would  beg  that  if  you  should  accept  my  offer,  you  will,  neyer- 
theless,  remain  in  command  of  your  corps,  until  final  arrangements 
shall  be  made  for  the  distribution  of  forces  in  Pegu  after  the  mon- 
soon. 

Let  me  add  that  my  selection  of  you  for  this  command  has  not 
prevented  my  soliciting  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable  Court, 
and  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  services  of  yourself  and 
others  at  Pegu,  in  marked  and  special  terms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Seryant, 

(Signed)        DALHomizB. 

Major  Hill,  1st  Madras  FusilierSy  Tonghoo. 
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PART    IV. 


VARIOUS   PAPERS   ON   BURMA. 


I. 

View  of  the  Condition  of  Burma  in  1854-55. 

'*  Peace  is  that  harmony  in  the  state,  that  health  is  in  the  body." 

LoBD  Glarskdom's  "Efloaji.*' 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1854^  it  became  generally  known 
in  Rangoon  that  the  Burmese  were  about  to  gild  anew  the 
great  Shwe  Dagoung  (Dagon)  Pagoda.'**'  This  momentous  event 
in  the  annals  of  the  Golden  Land^  it  naturally  struck  vm, 
would  be  no  inconsiderable  proof  of  Burmese  prosperity  under 
British  rule.  And  while  among  the  men^  women^  and  chiU 
dren  of  this  interesting  land^  the  news  became  rife  that  the 
grand  temple  dedicated  to  Gautama  was  to  shine  forth  in  full 
splendour  again^  a  royal  salute  was  fired  by  British  soldiers 
from  the  upper  terrace  of  that  very  temple^  in  honour  of  the 
great  victory  gained  by  the  allied  forces  on  the  banks  of  the  Alma 
— the  firsts  as  it  seemed^  of  a  series  of  blows  about  to  be  aimed 


-^•«  !««--<- ViAav^    '  r»«iijroiing  "  translp^^d  "world's  end";  Pagodp^  *- f  «^.. 
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at  Russian  despotism.  The  Burmese,  as  usual,  wondered  at 
the  cause  of  the  firing.  Could  there  be  any  analogy  between 
Artillery  and  Religion  ?  The  salute  could  not  be  in  honour  of 
Gautama  ?  At  length  some  were  told,  and  others  divined^  that 
a  victory  was  the  cause  of  the  firing.  The  old  Phongyee  (priest), 
with  yellow  garb,  turned  a  wistful  glance  to  the  great  pagoda, 
as  the  smoke  vanished  from  the  landscape :  the  little  Phongyee, 
clinging  to  his  garments,  would  surely  see  some  great  charge 
in  his  native  land,  before  he  attained  the  age  of  his  sacred 
sire ;  at  present,  they  had  the  first  or  great  change,  security 
under  a  new  and  liberal  government.  Everything  breathed  of 
security ;  and  the  contemplative  Phongyee  even  began  to  forget 
that  he  might  have,  without  our  conquest,  become  a  miserable 
victim  of  feudal  days,  while  he  gained  from  the  Rangoon 
authorities,  on  the  asking,  permission  to  place,  with  a  view  to 
gilding,  the  unique  and  highly  ingenious  scaffolding  of  bis 
country  around  the  exterior  of  the  vast  and  solemn  pile.* 
Thus,  in  a  matter  of  considerable  moment,  did  we  humour  the 
Burmese  people ;  although  some  short-sighted  reformers  would 
infinitely  have  preferred  our  pulling  down  the  noble  edifice  and 
selling  the  bricks !  Such  people  have  never  yet  aided,  and 
never  will  aid,  the  cause  of  Civilisation  or  Christianity  in  the 
East  by  too  hasty  action.  Conciliation  must  ever  form  the 
ba«is  of  our  Eastern  policy. 

In  February  1855,  the  writer,  after  nearly  three  years  resi- 
dence in  the  country,  left  Burma  f ;  and  the  Burmese  people. 


•  See  note  at  the  end  of  this  Paper. 

t  He  retarned  again  in  186^,  when  he  had  the  honour,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Chief  Commissioner,  Cokmel  PhajTe,  C.B.  (now  Sir  A.  P.  Phajre, 
K.C.S.I.)i  o^  being  appointed  the  first  Inspector  of  Ciyil  Schools  in  British 
Bm-ma.  As  Rupcrintciident  of  army  schools,  Madras  Presidency,  the  writer 
again  visited  Burma  in  \H6H,  when  he  inspected  the  school  of  H.M.'s  24th 
Regiment,  giving  the  men  a  lecture  on  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden ;  and  many 
of  the  gallant  fellows  afterwards  displayed  the  tme  courage  of  the  "Iron 
King"  in  the  eventful  Capo  War  (1879). 

With  reference  to  Kducaticm  in  Pegu,  Sir  Arthur  Phayre  did  his  utmoft  to 
give  the  inhabitants  a  national  system,  founded  on  the  best  principles. 
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there  is  every  rea^^on  to  believe^  were  then  greatly  pleased  at 
the  change  of  masters.  DiscoDtented  growlers  there  were,  as 
there  arc  everywhere ;  but  there  was^  in  the  opinion  of  many 
a  close  observer,  no  general  discontent  in  the  countiy.  Among 
other  peaceful  events  in  the  East,  1854  was  remarkable  as  the 
year  in  which  Indian  and  Burmese  specimens  of  art  and  in- 
dustry were  procured  for  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1855.  Peace 
had  indeed  begun  to  assert  her  triumphant  reign — Peace,  the 
greatest  oniament  and  comfort  that  can  be  conferred  upon 
states. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  take  a  very  brief  view  of  the  con- 
dition of  Burma  shortly  after  the  conquest  of  Pegu,  which 
condition,  as  Macchiavclli  said  is  occasionally  the  case  with  a 
man,  it  is  easier  to  understand  than  to  define.  It  may  aid 
our  purpose  if  we  commence  by  condensing  some  facts,  at  the 
time  well  known,  relative  to  an  embassy  from  Ava.  We  should 
like  to  possess  the  discerning  powers  of  some  moral  philosophers 
who  have  in  days  gone  by  dissected  for  you,  on  paper,  a  co- 
quette's head,  or  given  you  a  lecture  on  the  probable  position 
or  quantity  of  a  fop's  brain, — that  we  might  penetrate  into,  or 
examine,  the  heads  of  the  Burmese  Envoys  on  their  arrival  in 
Calcutta. 

Not  having  the  graphic  powers  of  a  Theophrastus  or  an 
Addison,  we  must  simply  content  ourselves  with  beholding  in 
the  "mind's  eye"  the  mental  machinery  of  the  Burmese 
Envoys  on  their  landing  at  Baboo's  6h&t,*  under  a  salute^ 
and  while  they  proceeded  in  the  Governor- General  of  India's 
carriage  to  the  fort. 

"  With  such  a  splendid  city,  such  a  '  residence  of  Merchant 
Kings,'  what  can  the  British  possibly  want  with  Pegu?  Let 
us  exceed  the  bounds  of  our  mission  and  ask  back  the  Province. 
The  '  strangers '  having  taken  our  territory,  how  can  friendship 


*  Tuesday,  Nuyember  28tli,  1854. 
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exist  between  us  ?  If  they  wish  for  peace^  they  must  give  us 
back  Pegu.  This  is  Burman  custom/'  So^  perhaps^  whis«- 
pered  the  principal  Envoy  *  to  the  most  astute  and  clever  of 
his  five  companions  when  they  became  fairly  settled  in  their 
strange  abode. 

Some  amusing  anecdotes  regarding  the  Burmese  Envoys 
were  current  in  Rangoon^  one  of  which  was  that  the  Dalla 
Woon  (Minister)  believed  the  greater  portion  of  the  guns  of 
Fort  William  to  be  wooden,  until  the  sound  of  the  metal  proved 
them  to  be  genuine  iron.  Again^  with  regard  to  the  Envoys, 
it  was  said  that  the  rooms  of  the  Government  House  in  which 
they  were  located,  furnished  with  many  necessary  European 
comforts,  did  not  at  all  meet  with  their  approbation.  The 
rooms  were  too  large,  and  the  walls  too  white;  and  they 
longed  for  the  real  Burman  house,  and  the  dose  curtain  to  half 
suffocate  themselves  in,  and  dream  of  Py&  (Gautama).  So 
much  for  what  some  Orientak  think  of  the  civilisation  of  the 
West.  In  Pegu,  however,  we  found  it  amusing  to  meet  with 
people  of  the  country  using  English  washing-basins,  tumblers, 
bowls,  and  even  decanters,  for  wrong  purposes— proving,  at 
least,  that  they  hold  our  manufactures  in  great  esteem. 

On  Monday,  the  11th  December,  Calcutta  was  enlivened  by 
the  brilliant  spectacle  of  the  reception  of  the  Burmese  Envoys 
in  the  marble  hall  of  Government  House.  Everything  was 
done  to  render  the  scene  as  impressive  as  possible.  The 
Governor-General  was  there,  and  all  the  grand  dignitaries  of 
the  City  of  Palaces.  The  Chief  Envoy  advanced  to  the  throne 
with  his  own  credentials  and  the  royal  letter  from  the  Gkdden 
Foot  of  Ava. 

Then  there  was  a  conversation,  through  Mqor  Phayre,  the 
Commissioner  of  Pegu,  who  acted  as  interpreter.  Gifts,  curious 
and  valuable,  were  then  prese];^ted  and  received  by  our  Govern- 
ment and  the  Ambassadors.     After  a  short  time,  passed  in 


•  The  old  DaUa  Woon,  who  wm  nil«r  of  DsQa  at  the  oommaiiosiiiont  of  the 
war  in  April  1S52. 

21 
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conversation^  the  Envoys  returned  to  their  carriages;  and^ 
under  the  shade  of  many  umbrellas,  were  soon  conveyed  to 
their  mansion  in  the  fort,  and  again  secluded  from  the  curiona 
gaze  of  a  motley  Calcutta  world. 

To  cultivate  friendship  with  the  paramount  power  now  na- 
turally seemed  to  all  to  be  the  grand  object  of  the  Embassy. 

At  niglit^  the  nats  (fairies)  of  the  Golden  Land  appeared 
to  one  of  the  Envoys  in  a  dream,  while,  disdaining  the  sump- 
tuous couch  prepared  for  him,  he  lay  comfortably  on  the 
floor.*  These  Glcndovcers  (good  spirits)  of  the  Oautamaic 
creed,  who 

"  In  sportive  flif^^ht  were  floating  round  and  ronnd/'f 

prompted  him  to  take  advantage  of  British  good  nature,  and 
ask  back  the  Province  of  Pegu. — On  Saturday,  the  2Srd  of 
December,  the  parting  interview  took  place.  It  was  a  business 
interview  of  the  most  important  nature.  The  Burmese  Envoy 
at  length  boldly  proclaimed  that  he  had  come,  by  command  qf 
the  King  of  Ava,  to  seek  restitution  of  the  whole  of  the  cap- 
tured provinces  in  Burma  I  The  political  gun  had  exploded; 
but  with  no  deleterious  cllict.  The  Governor-General,  as  was 
his  wont,  stood  calm  and  collected ;  and  his  answer,  through 
the  interpreter  (Major  Pliayre),  to  this  cool  request  waa— 
"Tell  them,  that  as  long  as  the  Sun  shines  in  the  Heavens^ 
THE  British  Flao  shall  wave  over  those  Possessions/'-— 
Lord  Dalbousie's  reply  was  considered  by  a  few  gentle  diplo- 
matists to  partake  ratlicr  too  much  of  the  "Cambyses  vein''; 
but  this  was  a  coni])lete  mistake.  Nothing  could  have  been 
milder  with  the  slightest  pretension  to  decision  of  character. 


•  Ludicrous  as  it  inus:t  appi.'ar,  thiH  position  may  capily  have  been  x^alisecL 

f  we  aro  to  believe  tbe  assertion  of  a  writer  wlio  evidently  knew  Bomethinff 

» ->ut  the  mattrr,  *' They  (the  Knvoys)   passed  nmch  of  their  timo  ahiTerinff 

1*0  morning,  looking  wretched  during  the  day,  and   (disdaining  the  bed) 

lw,^ciQivofi  up  on  the  floor  at  night."     Goldsmitl  "  •  "  C^'t*****'  '^**flo* 

"finitely  more  in  his  e^'*'^'*"*'  in  Loi»rir..i 


.  J  i«  •  1 VI  r 
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or  upholding  the  dignity  of  the  British  Government.  And 
when,  in  after  ages,  men  will  search  in  Burma's  history  for 
aught  '^  to  point  a  moral,  or  adorn  a  tale/'  they  will  say,  as  we 
do  now,  and  as  other  candid  actors  in  the  Burmese  theatre  of 
past  events  must  be  compelled  to  say,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  imagine  any  reply  more  dignified  or  suitable  than  such  an 
irrevocable,  immutable,  and  final  decision  of  the  Governor- 
General. — On  Thursday,  the  28th  December,  the  Burmese 
Woongees,  with  their  suite  and  accompanied  by  Major  Phayre, 
took  their  departure  in  the  Hon.  Company's  steamer  "Sesostris" 
for  Rangoon  and  Ava. 

After  this  important  visit,  a  return  Mission  from  our 
Government  proceeded  to  Ava*  (sometimes  styled  the  Golden 
City),  the  results  of  which,  doubtless,  under  the  able  conduct 
of  Major  Phayre,  were  highly  beneficial  to  the  Eastern  world. 
We  can  imagine  the  feelings  of  regret  with  which,  at  the  close 
of  the  First  Burmese  War,  the  British  soldier  turned  his  back 
upon  the  capital  of  Alompra,  when  only  three  marches  from 
the  city.  But  notwithstanding  the  patched-up  and  unsatis- 
factory treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Tandaboo,t  it  is  perhaps 
as  well  we  did  not  advance  on  and  destroy  the  capital ;  for  Ava 
is  as  dear  to  the  Burman  as  London  is  to  the  Briton.  And  our 
noble  forbearance  then,  as  in  the  Second  Burmese  War,  must 
have  taught  the  people  that  even  an  Oriental  despot  might  be 
permitted  to  govern  his  subjects,  if  he  could  govern  them  well. 
Under  the  reigning  king  it  seemed  possible  that  this  good 
government  might  be  secured.  He  appeared  to  manifest  a 
friendly  disposition  towards  the  British,  although  we  had 
deprived  him  of  Pegu ;  and,  while  sorely  feeling  the  loss  of 
such  a  fine  province,  it  was  now  generally  believed  that  he  did  not 
authorise  the  Envoys  from  his  Court  to  ask  its  cession.  J  It  was 


•  See  Captain  H.  Yule's  "  Narrative  of  a  MiBBion  to  Ays  in  1855." 
t  February  1826. 

{  It  was  believed  by  many,  on  the  Mission  departing  for  Oalontta,  that  the 
Envoy  would  ask  back  the  port  of  Bassein,  and  Meng-don,  a  principality  of 
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a  Mission  to  cement  friendship,  and  it  was  notbing  more.  Tliit 
was  the  brightest  and  most  satisfactory  side  of  the  qnertaoiiy 
although  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  a  Bormeae  king 
R<(king  back  from  strangers,  since  he  declared  that  he  mm  not 
the  erring  party^  the  glorious  conquest  of  his  anceston.  He 
was  soon  said  to  be  improving  his  kingdom  of  Ava  in  trade 
nnd  in  agriculture ;  the  best  thing  he  could  do,  since  tbe  de- 
cision had  gone  forth,  '^  irrevocable,  immutable,  and  final,'' 
that  Pegu  was  ours  for  ever ! 

It  may  now  be  well  to  state  that  the  condition  of  our  new 
conquest  in  Eastern  Asia,  in  1854,  was,  considering  the  time 
Pegu  had  been  ours,  truly  marvellous.  The  sudden  rise  of 
Rangoon,  from  a  dirty  town,  to  a  flourishing  commercial 
capital,  well  laid  out, — with  its  picturesque  military  cantcm- 
mcnts,  adorned  with  so  many  neat  houses  and  excellent  roada ; 
its  newly  erected  assembly  rooms,  with  the  general  look  of  comfort 
the  town  was  beginning  to  wear, — seemed,  as  it  were,  a  tran- 
sition from  darkness  into  li|>:ht.  Let  us  turn  to  Rangoon  at  the 
end  of  1854,  and,  comparing  it  with  what  the  town  was  nearly 
three  years  before,  we  may  well  say,  "  Look  on  this  picture^  and 
on  this/'  Before,  mis(>ry  and  starvation  were  to  be  seen  in  many 
a  countenance,  while  the  small  army  of  '^  men  and  boya,  the 
matron  and  the  maid,'^  proceeded  to  pay  their  devotions  to 
the  god  of  their  ancestors  at  his  celebrated  shrine.  Now,  wdl 
dressed  crowds,  in  holiday  attire, — the  Burmese  ladies,  freah 
from  Vanity  Fair,  shining  forth,  as  Goldsmith  has  it,  "  in  all 
the  glaring  trickery  of  drcss,^'  proud  rather  than  otherwise  to  be 
gazed  at  by  the  English  strangers, — wend  their  way  to  Gau- 
tama's temple.  And  silently  working  for  the  conversion  of  our 
new  subjects,  behold  the  amiable  Protestant  missionary,  with 


\.va. — To  this  note  wo  may  add  (1879)  that  the  present  King  tajcea  hia  name 

!.«»*.  Ti,oo,i)au — some  seventy  or  eighty  miles  to  the  east  of  MandalaT the 

•  Y  jlB  the  late  King  did  from  Meng-don.     It  is  the  custom  to  wiiT^ft  ths 

.'  the  Royal  House  after  Principalities,  the  revenues  of  whiol   "^^^ 


BURMA  IN  1854-55.  325 

his  not  less  amiable  wife,  surrounded  by  Karens,  Talaings,  and 
other  tribes,  paving  the  way,  should  peace  continue,  for  the 
exclamation  of  delighted  surprise  from  the  charmed  and  arrested 
traveller,  when  he  shall  hear  throughout  Pegu  the  ''  hum  of 
missionary  schools,"  and  regale  himself  with  the  "  lovely  spec- 
tacle of  peaceful  and  Christian  villages." 

And  again,  silently  working,  behold  the  disciples  of  the 
Church  of  Rome — the  Church,  as  Lord  Macaulay  says,  '^  with 
the  principle  of  life  still  strong  within  her."  There  she  is  with 
her  funds  and  her  chapels,  her  persuasive  priests,  and  her 
wonderful  management,  silently  working  in  Burma,  as  she  has 
long  done  in  China ;  causing  us  more  than  ever  to  say, 
'^  When  we  reflect  on  the  tremendous  assatdts  which  she  has 
survived,  we  find  it  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  she  is 
to  perish."* 

And  silently  working  in  the  region  of  Science,  now  comes 
forth  that  wonder  of  wonders,  which  is  now  fast  progressing  in 
Pegu — the  Electric  Telegraph.  Through  this  mighty  agent  the 
Governor  of  Bengal  will  eventually  receive  intelligence  from 
Pegu  in  two  or  three  hours.  May  we  hope  that  the  telegraphic 
message  may  never  be  an  announcement  of  the  Russians  pour- 
ing down  in  Northern  Burma !  With  good  roads,  and  the 
electric  telegraph,  if  they  do  come,  what  need  we  care  if  the 
Indian  Army  be  kept  up  to  the  requisite  European  strength  ? 
Then,  to  the  three  Presidencies  it  is  simply 

*'  A  word — and  the  impulse  is  giyen ; 
A  touch — and  the  mission  has  sped  ^«» 
Hurrah  !  'tis  the  best  conjuration 
That  Science,  the  wizard,  has  done ! 
Through  me  nation  speaks  unto  nation, 
Till  are  are  united  in  one." 


•  Macaulaj's  "Essays" — Banke's  History  of  the  Popes. — "During  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIV.  several  splendid  attempts  were  made  to  propagate  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Borne,  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  French 
nation  in  the  kingdom  of  Siam ;  but  little  is  related  of  Aye  or  Fegn." 
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Campbell  declares,  in  his  "  Pleasures  of  Hope/' — 

'*  Tho  world  was  sad ! — the  garden  was  a  wild ! 
And  man,  the  hermit,  sigh'd — till  woman  smiled !  ** 

And  not  the  least  important  light  in  the  picture  of  ciyiliBfttioii 
was  now  the  appearance  of  so  many  European  ladies  in  P^a. 
The  resources  of  the  new  province  were  in  course  of  develop- 
ment, regarding  which  the  Mission  to  Ava  would  probably 
furnish  us  with  more  information.  Coal,  it  was  said,  bad  been 
discovered  on  the  Irawady,  of  excellent  quality, — a  discoveiy  of 
infinite  importance  to  the  Government  and  steam  navigation. 
Of  course,  in  a  few  years,  Pegu  will  have  its  railway.  Then 
there  is  the  new  port  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bassein  river,  new 
Bassein,*  which  would  do  an  immense  grain  trade.  Turn  what 
way  we  wished,  the  condition  of  Burma  in  1854,  more  par- 
ticularly Pegu,  was  highly  gratifying.  If  dacoits  were  severely 
and  summarily  dealt  with,  dacoity  would  soon  be  rare  in  the 
land.  But  it  must  ever  be  remembered  that  this  crime  ia, 
like  Thuggism  in  India,  indigenous  to  the  country.  Many 
persons  hoped  for  an  abrogation  of  the  frontier  duties ;  but  tbe 
security  of  a  new  conquest  must  be  maintained  with  money^ 
and  taxation  is  the  order  of  the  day  throughout  the  world. 
So  much,  then,  for  the  condition  of  Burma,  at  a  time  when 
Government  began  wisely  to  think,  in  the  words  of  Plutarch, 
that  it  sufficed  not  to  conquer  alone — "  Victory  must  be  made 
profitable/' — [The  frontier  duties  were  abrogated  in  1868.] 


NOTES. 

Gilding  the  Gbeat  Paooda. 

The  Burmese  mode  of  erecting  the  scaffolding  around  the  Groat 
Pagoda  struck  us  as  being  most  ingenious.  Every  one  assisted  in 
bringing  material  for  the  huge  frame-work.     Even  the  women,  in 


Ix  Jalhousio,  so  Btjled,  of  conrse,  after  the  celebrated  Marqoig.     [It  is 
.af/««i  <U)me  sixty  miles  below  Bassein,  near  the  mouth  of  the  riyer ;  but,  an 

.      -»^oT»piwo  flr  »'*»9[  »   "^avr  ye»*fi  since    ""^aB  mi«AH    mytt^  *r  -i**— r  ^IfHH^ 


.nn 


GILDING   THE    GREAT   PAGODA.  327 

holiday  attire — with  the   glittering  nadoung  (ear-ring)  and  the 
gold  chain— came  forth  to  assist  in  the  religious  duty.     Many 
females  and  young  children  were  to  be  seen  wandering  from  Kem- 
mendine ;   first   with  bamboos,   and  eventually   with  chatties  of 
water,  requisite  for  cleaning  the  temple  before  the  operation  of 
gilding.     A  strong  foundation  being  made,  the  bamboo  frame- 
work gradually  ascended  to  a  height  of  more  than  three  hundred 
feet,  to  the  astonishment  of  the    inhabitants  of  Rangoon.     The 
huge  pile  then  resembled  a  temple  of  wickor-work,  admirably  pre- 
serving the  bell-like   form  of  a  portion  of  the  structure,  beside 
which  the  colossal  human  images  used  by  the  Druids  of  old  in 
their  sacrifices  would  have  made  an  appropriate  ornament.    The 
exterior  of  the   temple    was  not  touched  by  the  general  frame- 
work, allowing  space  sufficient  for  a  man  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion   of   gilding,    which,  from   the    curious   arrangement  of   the 
bamboo,  he  could   do    in   perfect  safety.      The  scaffolding  was 
brought  to  the  base  of  the  tee  (umbrella) ;  and  through  a  tele- 
scope it  was  interesting  to  observe  what  might  form  a  striking 
picture  of  the  huge  pile.     First,  you  beheld  the  parapet,  then  the 
dark  fan-like  palms,  then  the  old  dark  base  rings  of  the  pagoda, 
then  the  bamboo- work  (which  was  eventually  covered  with  mats), 
then  the  gorgeous  tee  of  Gautama,  for  the  time  divested  of  its 
gold  and   silver  bells.     In  the   great    tee^  we  heard,  there  were    « 
about  six  hundred  silver  bells,  twenty  of  pinchbeck,  and  fifteen 
of  gold.     One  of  the  gold  bells  was  found  to  be  six  pounds  in 
weight,  with  a  golden   leaf,*   as   usual,  attached  to  the  tongue, 
a  present  from  the  late  King  Tharawadi's  daughter.      Some  of 
the    silver   bells   weighed    seventeen   pounds  and  a  half.     Each 
bell  was  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  donor,  and  some  of  the 
small  gold  bells  were  adorned  with  jewels.    Each  bell  was  attached 
to  the  rich  gilt  tee  by  a  hook  ;  and  no  difficult/  was  experienced  in 
handing  down  the  bells,  which  was  done  by  arranging  a  string  of 
men  from  the  tee  to  the  base,  a  select  few  who  were  allowed  to 
touch  the  precious  offerings.     On  the  completion  of  the  gilding,  the 
bells  were  to  be  restored  to  their  former  position. 

The  gilding,  which  was  only  to   extend   to  the  upper  portion 
of  the  pagoda,  was  just  commencing  when  the  writer  left  Burma, 


*  "  Waving  golden  leayes  attached  to  tinkling  belli,  rich  gold  work,  aU  so 
Btrictlj  protected  bj  the  golden  *  tee/  draw  forth  admiration." — Nairative. 
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and  the  expense,  defrayed  by  a  Burmese  subscription,  mm  esti- 
mated at  bt'tween  forty  thousand  and  fifty  thousand  rupees 
(four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds).  According  to  HaTeloek, 
the  glittering  coating  of  the  temple  was  last  renewed  in  1817, 
if  we  recollect  right,  at  a  much  less  cost.  [The  height  of  the 
pagoda,  as  before  remarked,  is  upwards  of  three  hundred  end 
twenty-one  foet.  The  terrace  on  which  it  stands  is  about  nine 
hundred  feet  long,  and  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  brcMMl ;  it 
is  elevated  above  the  inferior  terrace  by  a  wall  fifteen  feet  high. 
Shwe  Dagon  is  encircled,  at  some  distance,  by  smaller  pagodas,  all 
possessing  more  or  less  beauty.  The  scene  from  the  upper  temoe 
is  most  imposing  ;  either  by  moonlight,  with  huge  grotesque  &ces 
peering  out  upon  you;  or  in  the  broad  day,  when  the  golden 
summits  of  the  temples  are  gUttering  in  the  fiery  sun.] 


II. 

Sparseness  of  Population  and  Health  of  the 

Indigenous  Races.'^ 

Sparseness  of  population  anywhere  is  a  serious  subject.  It 
suggests  various  trains  of  thought  to  the  mind.  Emigration^ 
caused  by  bitter  want  and  local  distress^ — emigration^  caused 
by  cruel  wars  and  oppression;  increase  of  mortality  from 
neglect  of  women  and  children  (the  latter  in  early  infancy) — 
may  turn  us  at  oncc^  with  regard  to  emigrants  or  people  forced 
to  leave  their  homes^  to  think  of  the  *'  Deserted  Village  '*  of 
Goldsmith ;  and  again^  in  the  realms  of  poetry^  to  '^  Evangeline, 


*  Tliis  paper  is  a  portion  of  a  review  of  Koports  on  the  Health  and  Popnla- 

tion  of    the  Indigenous  Races  of   British   Burma,   ordered  by  Colonel  (Sir 

Arthur)  Phayre.     The  writer  received  the  following  kind  note,  when  the  Chief 

Commissioner  liad  done  him  the  honour  to  peruse  his  ])aper : — "  Accept  my 

best  thanks  for  your  very  interesting  chapter  on  the  Ueulth  of  the  Indigonoiu 

Peoples  of  British  Burma.     I  feel  ossun^d  tliat  your  work  will  be  read  with 

laop  interest,  and  have  no  doubt  will  cause  the  country  to  be  known  Mid 

-.opreciated  in  quarters  where  otherwise  it  never  would  have  been  he^^^  ^^ 

<nder  the  title  of  "  The  Conquest  of  Pegu,"  the  author  had  int'^'"^—- 

;o^   Sir  \yi^o  NnTatives  in  one  volume,  while  at  Hangoon,  in  iRft^ 
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a  Tale  of  Arcadie '' ;  while,  with  reference  to  the  management 
of  infancy,  we  turn  in  prose  to  where  a  chief  evil  existing  in 
Burma  has  the  remedy  at  once  suggested,  by  simply  going  back 
eighty  years  to  wise  old  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  wrote  on  early 
marriages,  holding  forth  their  advantages  in  a  rising  conntry  to 
his  "  Dear  Jack  "  : — "  By  these  early  marriages  we  are  blessed 
with  more  children  ;  and  from  the  mode  among  us,  founded  by 
nature,  of  every  mother  suckling  and  nursing  her  own  child, 
more  of  them  are  raised.  Thence  the  swift  progress  of  population 
among  us,  unparalleled  in  Europe/'  Such  was  an  opinion  on 
the  cause  of  a  large  population  in  America  by  a  philosopher, 
whose  penetrating  eye  nothing  could  escape^  the  best  informed 
man  of  his  time.  Turning  from  Franklin^  who  could  write  an 
essay  on  a  whistle,  teach  the  city  of  Paris,  by  statistics,  the 
economy  of  using  ^'  sunshine  instead  of  candles  '^ ;  who  could 
ascertain  the  nature  of  lightning  by  the  most  simple  means, 
and  then  treat  the  subject  of  population — all  with  equal  £EuaIity 
— we  arrive  at  the  second  page  of  the  interesting  brochure  on 
which  we  now  intend  to  make  a  few  brief  remarks,  furnishing 
also  a  portion  of  what  is  valuable  therein,  and  thus  forming 
what  may  be  considered  a  fitting  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
"  Conquest  of  Pegu.'' 

From  the  ''  Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Samxee  '^ 
(Mr.  Thomas),  we  learn,  with  reference  to  Burmese  women  and 
children,  that  '*  there  is  a  pernicious  practice  prevalent  among 
the  people  of  giving  unnatural  food  to  infants  at  a  very  early 
age.  The  natural  aliment  of  the  child  is  the  mother's  milk, 
but  scarcely  is  a  Burmese  child  a  week  old,  when  boiled  rice  is 
taken  into  the  mouth  by  the  mother,  or  by  any  other  female 
relative,  and  is  chewed  into  a  pulp,  and  with  this  pn^  the  poor 
little  creature  is  daily  fed." 

Another  evil  is  now  noticed — ^want  of  clothing.     ''A  dis- 


*  Difltriot  of  Ramrae  is  m  Aimkaiii 
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re<::ird  to  rleanlinos^  is  an  evil  also,  and  the  want  of  proper 
▼entilation  in  the  houses  is  no  less  so.  Burmese  medicine,  I 
may  add^  is  very  rude,  and  all  these  combined  operate  with 
deleterious  influence  on  human  life ;  and  although  the  people 
of  British  Burma  may  have  fine  houses  and  plenty  of  gndn 
food  with  numerous  children  born  to  them,  still  will  the  nn- 
merical  bulk  of  the  nation  be  affected  as  long  aa  the  people 
cleave  to  this  **  (alluding  also  to  the  absurd  treatment  of  the 
woman  and  child  on  the  occasion  of  a  birth)  "barfaaroiu 
mode  of  treating  their  women  and  children/' 

Few  people  will  deny  the  truth  of  the  remark,  that  a  greater 
number  of  children  all  over  the  world  do  not  annnally  die  at 
birth,  is  in  itself  a  wonder.  We  read,  in  one  of  Dr.  Combe's 
treatises,  of  the  care  required  in  Great  Britain  to  rear  even  a 
healthy  infant.^  We  should  like  to  know  what  he  of  the 
present,  or  Dr.  Hunter  of  the  last  century  would  have  said  to 
the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  cold  bath,  followed  up  by  quick 
firing,  or  the  "  roasting  plan,''  for  the  mother,  and  "  pulpy 
chewed  rice  '*  for  the  small  particle  of  humanity  just  appeared 
on  the  stage !  Hunter  would  have  called  his  man  John  (this 
was  the  name  of  his  favourite  servant)  immediately,  and, 
doubtless,  would  have  said  to  him,  ^'  Hang  at  every  Burmese 
threshold  my  three  rules  for  the  rearing  of  healthy  children, 

PLENTY  OF  MILK,  PLENTY  OF  SLEEP,  AND  PLENTY  OF  FLANNBL  I '' 

These  the  celebrated  John  Hunter  has  handed  down  to  posterity. 
With  the  observation  of  such  rules,  our  wonder  would  no  longer 
increase  at  the  fewness  of  deaths  among  Burmese  and  other 
children  of  the  East.  Colonel  Phayre  inquiresf  why  the 
people  of  British  Burma,  possessing  all  those  circumstances 
which  are  considered  favourable  to  increase  of  population,  are 


'^omM  BajB  that  "  between  a  third  and  a  half  of  all  the  o!b*"^ 
t>^      -iri''  lio  within  t>^«  ^»^t  f"'^  years  a^*«r  birth." 


POPULATION  AND  HEALTH.  331 

not  more  numerous  than  we  now  find  them  ?  among  the  cir- 
cumstances considered  favourable,  enumerating  '^  natural  fertility 
of  soil,  general  healthiness  of  climate,  the  use  of  rice  as  the 
chief  article  of  food,  the  non-oppressive  character  of  the  Go- 
vernment under  which  the  people  reside,  and  their  descent 
from  the  same  stock  as  the  prolific  Chinese/'  In  the  Chief 
Commissioner's  opinion,  '^  the  following  appear  to  be  the  most 
obvious  remedies  against  disease  and  the  number  of  early 
deaths,  which  there  is  reason  to  conclude  occur  among  the 
indigenous  races  of  Burma.  These  are  vaccination^  improved 
sanitary  arrangements,  the  establishment  of  dispensaries,  and 
instruction  of  natives  of  the  country  in  the  science  of  medi- 
cine *' ;  and,  since  the  Reports  now  under  consideration  were 
written,  '^  measures  have  been  adopted  for  commencing  the 
above  plan."  In  fact,  the  famous  saying  of  the  American 
essayist,*  "  To  think  is  to  act !  '*  has  been  wisely  carried  out 
during  our  British  policy  in  Burma.  And  we  all  know  that 
the  grand  requisite  for  a  political  ofiScer  in  the  East  is  decision 
of  character,  of  that  nature  which  the  eloquent  pen  of  John 
Foster  has  described,  without  which  he  is  nothing,  or,  locally 
speaking,  worse  than  nothing !  In  the  "  Report  '*  from  the  pen 
of  Colonel  Fytche,t  he  writes  to  the  Chief  Commissioner : — ''In 
a  beautiful  and  fertile  country  like  Burma,  and  inhabited  by 
such  a  robust  race,  the  sparseness  of  its  population  must  strike 
the  most  indifiPerent  person  with  surprise.  The  most  generally 
received  idea  regarding  this  scarcity  of  population  is,  I  believe, 
the  great  mortality  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of 
age.  This,  however,  I  imagine  to  be  a  popular  error,  for  since 
we  have  taken  possession  of  Tenasserim  and  Arakan,  the 
country  being  freed  from  either  internecine  or  foreign  wars, 
and  the  people  allowed  to  settle  quietly  down  in  towns  and 
villages,  the  population  has  increased  much  more  than  two-fold; 


•  KnimorBon. 

t  Commissioner  of  Tenasterim. 
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the  official  returns  ^^howinv  a  term  of  about  thirtr  vean  aa  tbe 
period  within  which  the  population  haa  doabled  itaelf^  and 
which  doe>  not  by  any  means  compare  nnfaTonrably  with  tlie 
increase  of  cither  any  European  or  Asiatic  race  we  are  ac- 
quainted with." 

According  to  this  Commissioner,  then,  deraatatinc  hoatilitiea 
or  remorseless  wars  appear  as  the  chief  causes  of  a  scaicitj  of 
population  for  the  past,  while,  from  a  practical  knowledge  o£ 
the  subject,  gained  by  many  years  residence  in  Burma,  lie 
holds  out  great  hopes  for  the  present^  or  for  the  country  under 
British  rule.  Regarding  the  ''chronic  state  of  internecine 
warfare ''  in  Burma,  one  or  two  facts  may  be  here  brought 
forward.  The  oppression  of  the  Talaings  (or  Peguers)  by  the 
Burmese  is  known  to  the  reader  of  history.  The  Talaiugaj 
long  oppressed  after  their  conquest  by  the  Burmese,  became 
special  objects  of  hatred  when  the  British  forces  unhappily 
withdrew  from  Pegu  in  1826,  leayiug  the  Peguers,  our  friends 
during  the  First  Burmese  War,  to  Burman  vengeance  and 
cruelty.  The  subsequent  years,  till  British  annexation  in  1858, 
witnessed  increasing  severities ;  ''  and  the  race  is  now  greatly 
diminished/'  But,  prior  to  our  first  war  with  Burma,  not  only 
cruelty,  and  oppression,  and  murder  thinned  the  fertile  pro- 
vinces of  the  Delta,  but  emigration  did  its  work  in  a  very 
considerable  degree.  This,  of  course,  was  caused  by  crueltiea 
practised.  Dcing  Woon,  who  delighted  in  the  sight  of  gibbeted 
or  crucified  bodies,  it  is  said,  caused  the  emigration  of  some 
twenty  thousand  families  of  Peguese  into  Siam,  which,  although 
enduring  far  better  treatment,  they  feel  to  this  day  is  not  the 
land  of  their  fathers.  It  is  little  more  than  fifty  years  since 
that  the  condition  of  the  interior  of  Ava  became  equally  de- 
plorable with  that  of  the  river  banks.  Villages  and  towns  were 
everywhere  deserted ;  robbers  and  insurgents  ranged  about  the 
country,  and  ''  many  of  the  harassed  inhabitants,  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  openly  expressed  their  wishes  that  the  English 
would  either  take  the  country  or  allow  them  to  migrate  to 
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Bengal/'  These  facts  alone^  which  we  have  derived  from 
various  sources^  prove  how  much  reason  npholds  Colonel 
lytche's  argnment  regarding  the  sparseness  of  population  in 
Burma.  Turning  to  the  history  of  British  colonisation  also^  we 
find  a  reduction  of  population  from  various  significant  causes. 
In  Virginia^  for  instance^  the  first  colony  in  which  we  settled 
in  America^  the  tribes  were  originally  strong  enough  so  destroy 
three  separate  and  powerful  bodies  of  colonists^  who  acted  like 
brutal  invaders^  after  being  received  with  a  welcome.  But 
their  thousands  of  warriors  of  1607  were  reduced  two-thirds 
in  sixty-two  years  '*  by  our  spirituous  liquors^  by  our  diseases, 
by  our  wars^  and  by  an  abridgment  of  territory^  fatal  to  a 
people  who  lived  much  on  the  spontaneous  productions  of 
nature.^'  In  twenty  years  more  they  were  quite  weakened; 
and^  at  the  end  of  the  next  century,  nearly  all  had  perished. 
Wars  and  a  consequent  abridgment  of  territory  here  pro- 
ducing sparseness  of  population,  again  support  the  views  of 
Colonel  Fytche;  while  it  is  curious  to  remark  that,  by  the 
invasion  of  Vii^inia  we  ruined  the  population,  through  the 
conquest  of  Pegu  we  have  increased,  and  are  going  on  steadily 
increasing  it  I 

Doubtless,  we  have  made  vast  improvement  in  the  way  of 
ordering  matters  in  a  new  country.  This  becomes  evident 
from  simply  reading  about  Virginia — a  country  ''  purchasedj'' 
in  '^  imexceptionable  form,*'  to  use  the  words  of  Jefferson,*  by 
the  English,  whose  reserved  districts  were  ''kept  from  en- 
croachment by  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and  who  usually  had 
white  protectors  to  watch  over  their  interests.'^  We  ponder 
and  inquire.  How  could  almost  extinction  be  the  'fate  of  a 
people  who  were  so  cherished?  We  know  of  no  other  answer 
to  this  question  but  that  of  an  improved  system  of  colonisation. 


•  <*  Notet  on  Yirfnnift."  qnotod  bj  8.  Baanister  in  his  "British  OoloniM- 

tion,"  &G. 
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or  of  our  manner  of  conduct  after  conquest ;  and  this  has  been 
admirably  exemplified  in  the  conquest  of  Pegu. 

Causes  of  the  decay  in  numbers  in  Burma,  before  we  an- 
nexed Pegu,  now  become  susceptible  of  a  simple  solution : — 
the  whole  made  clear  from  the  ^'  interesting  and  useful  reports  '* 
furnished  to  the  Chief  Commissioner — Colonel  Fytche  believing 
''  that  mortality  is  not  greater  amongst  the  people  of  British 
Burma  than  in  other  Asiatic  countries  " ;  and  he  has  no  doubt 
that  ^'  the  establishment  of  dispensaries  throughout  the  country, 
with  properly  educated  practitioners,  would  considerably  de* 
crease  the  mortality  now  existing/^  True  enough,  he  considers 
that  time  and  civilisation  alone  must  teach  the  people. 

Dr.  Donnelly,  Civil  Surgeon  of  Mergui,  furnishes  a  very 
interesting  report.  He  is  the  grand  advocate  for  properly 
educated  practitioners  in  the  science  of  medicine.  The  best  of 
the  Burmese  students  who  have  passed  the  prescribed  exami- 
nation, in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Donnelly,  should  be  selected  to 
fill  all  those  hospital  appointments  at  present  held  by  natives 
of  India, — who,  having  few  feelings  or  sympathies  in  common 
with  the  Burmese,  never  obtain  their  respect  or  their  confi- 
dence,— to  take  charge  of  village  dispensaries  and  to  act  as 
vaccinators  throughout  the  district.  With  a  few  and  inex- 
pensive changes,  the  doctor  thinks,  we  could  do  much  towards 
lessening  the  present  rate  of  mortality. 

Dr.  Marr,  Civil  Surgeon  of  Maulmain,  likewise  strongly 
advocates  the  extension  of  vaccination,  and  the  establishment 
of  dispensaries  throughout  the  country,  in  charge  of  properly 
educated  practitioners.  Alluding  to  the  mortality  of  Burmese 
infants,  from  causes  similar  to  those  we  have  before  alluded  to, 
this  medical  officer  brings  forth  a  curious  fact,  which  we 
believe  may  be  applied  to  the  children  of  all  Asiatic  nations, 
that  they  get  through  the  process  of  dentition  with  greater 
facility  than  European  children. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Cowie,  Civil  Surgeon  of  Rangoon,  furnishes  a  moat 
elaborate  and  valuable  report  on  the  sparseness  of  population 
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in  British  Burma.  The  learned  surgeon  takes  a  very  compre- 
hensive yiew  of  the  subject,  worthy  of  one  holding  sudi  a 
situation  as  his  at  the  great  commercial  capital.  But,  on  one 
or  two  points,  we  either  do  not  quite  understand  him,  or  his 
opinion  appears  to  be  rather  sudden.  For  instance,  he  cites 
wars  and  bad  governments  as  one  of  the  given  chief  causes  for 
a  sparseness  of  population,  the  truth  of  which  he  proceeds  16 
examine.  ''  Could  we  attribute  sparseness  of  population,''  he 
says,  '^  to  successive  and  great  wars,  then  surely  we  could 
expect  to  find  a  great  preponderance  of  women  owesr  men,  which 
is  not  the  case/'  Now  we  are  of  opinion  that  men,  women, 
and  children,  in  countries  without  the  light  of  civilisation,  suffer 
nearly  equally  by  war — ^internecine  wars  especially  producing 
the  desire  of  mutual  extermination.  Warlike  gentlemen  sudi  as 
Messrs.  Deing  Woon,  Oenerals  Roung-Boung  and  Bandoola  in 
the  first,  and  such  as  Myat-htoon  in  the  second  Burmese  war, 
would  think  little  of  sparing  woman  and  child  in  their  tiger- 
like thirst  for  blood.  Doubtless,  they  frequently  thought  how 
much  sooner  the  cause  would  be  won  by  taking  ''  all  the  Utile 
chickens  and  their  dam  at  one  fell  ewaop  I  ** 

No  finer  touch  of  human  nature  is  to  be  found  in  Uteratoie 
than  when  Macdu£f,  hearing  of  the  murder  of  his  wife  and 
children,  inquires  of  the  messenger — ''  Did  you  say  aUf*^ 
Nature  is  nearly  the  same  in  all  countries ;  and  this  pathetio 
question  from  the  genius  of  Shakspeare  has  often  rung  throngli 
the  Burman  vales  and  forests  I 

In  1812,  we  read,  the  Viceroy  of  Pegu  '' monopolised  the 
supply  of  coffins '' ;  and  very  well  he  might  have  done  to  if 
his  cruelty  was  nearly  equal  [to  that  of  the  Viceroy,  two  yean 
before,  who  was  ordered  up  to  the  Court  of  Ava  with  a  chain 
round  his  neck.  Opium  smoked  and  spirits  drank  by  the 
troops,  and  being  too  lenient,  were  the  charges  against  him. 
He  had  taken  off  too  few  heads  since  his  arrival  in  Ran)!;oon. 
A  very  short  time  before,  this  ''mild  person"  had  ordered 
twelve  men,  women,  and  children,  who  had  deserted  from  him 
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to  an  obnoxious  rivals  to  be  murdered  in  a  manner  that  we 
dare  not  put  on  paper.  The  execution  of  the  aentence,  how- 
ever, was  prevented  by  the  "  urgent  entreaties  oE  the  Britiah 
Envoy.''  Being  murdered  or  starved  were  too  frequently  the 
fate  of  the  poor  women  and  children,  during  peace  aa  well  aa 
war.  Children  of  various  ages  were  frequently  brought  to 
Captain  Canning  (whose  mission  took  place  in  1809)  whoae 
fathers  had  been  driven  to  the  wars,  and  whom  their  mothers 
entreated  him  to  accept,  ''  in  hopes  of  procuring  far  their 
wretched  offspring  that  sustenance  which  they  were  unable  to 
get  for  themselves.'*  We  have  no  doubt,  if  we  could  collect 
records  of  the  oppressive  mode  of  recruiting  the  Burman  armiea 
and  of  the  conduct  of  the  opposing  nations^  during  the  wara, 
quite  enough  evidence  would  appear  to  show  that,  during  at 
lea.st  a  century,  men,  women,  and  children  have  suffered 
dreadfully ;  especially  in  Pegu,  when  the  star  of  Alompra,  the 
hunter,  became  lord  of  the  ascendant ! 

Again,  the  Ci>il  Surgeon  commences  his  report  by  remarking 
that  '^Colonel  Phayrc  has  shown  us,  that  the  population  of 
British  Burma  was  never  more  numerous  than  it  is  at  present." 
The  Chief  Commissioner  also  commences  the  section^  Popu- 
lation, in  his  Administrative  Report  for  1862-63,  by  stating^ 
what  deserves  the  consideration  of  all  rulers,  that  "  the  popu- 
lation of  British  Burma  increases  rapidly  j  partly  from  im- 
migration, and  partly,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  from  natural  causes. 
The  causes  of  the  paucity  of  population  in  Chin-India  remain 
to  be  ascertained.  Increase  appears  to  be  an  established  fact." 
C'lptaiu  Harrison  (Deputy  Commissioner)  writes,  regarding  the 
Mergui  district : — "  There  is  a  fair  annual  increase  to  the 
population,  and  when  more  accurate  statistics  have  been  col- 
lected I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  increase  amoimts  to 
\bout  twenty  or  twenty-two  per  thousand  per  annn"!-  ^^^  «^ 
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this  rate  the  population  would  double  itself  in  about  thirty- 
three  IjeBXs"  Colonel  Fytche  also  mentions  increase.  We 
have  had  the  Tenasserim  Provinces  about  forty  years — ^P^;a 
not  yet  twelve ;  surely^  then^  on  the  same  principles,  there  is 
hope  for  the  new  conquest  1  It  appears  difficult,  therefore,  to 
see  cause  for  remarking,  after  allusion  to  ''wars  and  bad 
governments'': — ''enough,  whether  the  people  increased  or 
not,  before  the  advent  of  British  rule,  is  not  to  the  point — what 
is  now  keeping  the  increase  of  the  population  in  check  is  the 
difficulty  to  be  solved,  for  wars  can  have  nothing  to  say  in 
the  matter,  and  the  country  can  boast  of  a  good  and  just 
Government/'*  If  by  increase  kept  in  check,  non-increase  be 
meant,  then  the  author  of  the  report  in  question  has  the  autho- 
rity of  Colonel  Brown,  Deputy  Commissions,  Prome,  to 
support  him, — "  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fum-increoie  qf  the 
population  of  the  country  is  not  solely  the  effisct  of  any  one 
special  cause,  but  that  of  a  combination  of  influences  whidi 
are  in  operation  at  the  same  time.'^t  The  population  of 
British  Burma,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  stationary, 
but  increasing,  as  already  asserted  in  two  cases  with  statistical 
proof  1 

Dr.  Cowie  informs  us  that  small-pox  in  Burma  is  a  much 
milder  and  far  less  fatal  disease  than  it  is  in  Ghreat  Britain. 
Regarding  this  disease.  Dr.  Marr  asserts  that  "epidemics  of 
small-pox  exercise  a  considerable  influence  on  the  population. 
.  .  .  To  children  unprotected  by  either  vaccination  or  in- 
oculation, the  disease  proves  very  fatal.^'  For  not  being 
vaccinated,  while  we  write,  at  least  in  Rangoon,  no  one  can 
have  any  excuse ;  for  all  are  invited  to  come  to  the  dispensary 
by  the  Civil  Surgeon,  and  receive  what  the  genius  of  Jenner 
provided  for  them ;  and  this  is  announced  in  Burmese  as  well 
as  in  English,  in  the  public  journals.    Referring  to  inoculation. 
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Dr.  Cowie  brings  forward  an  interesting  remark  which  will  be 
new  to  many  readers : — "  Our  greatest  living  Physician  aaji  of 
Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague — '  We  owe  the  actual  intzo- 
duction  of  the  practice  of  inoculation ' — a  wise  and  justifiable 
measure  in  the  absence  of  vaccination — into  Oreat  Britain  to 
the  good  sense  and  courage  of  an  English  lady." 

Cholera  in  Burma  is  only  "  an  occasional  visitant/'  and 
seldom  severe  in  its  outbreaks.  It  is  not  endemiCj  as  in  many 
parts  of  India ;  and,  writes  Dr.  Marr^ ''  visits  Burma  at  long 
intervals.^'  Of  this  destroyer^  we  have  thus  two  valuable  me- 
dical opinions^  in  addition  to  that  of  the  Chief  Commissioner 
(as  regarding  its  destructiveness)^  justly  coinciding. 

Fevers  of  the  country,  opium  smoking  and  eating,  housing, 
food,  ardent  spirits,  and  a  variety  of  other  topics,  are  all 
touched  on  by  the  fertile  pen  of  Dr.  Cowie.  Regarding 
"  Ardent  Spirits " — ^to  all  military  officers  a  most  important 
subject  as  regards  discipline — the  Civil  Surgeon  of  Rangoon 
asserts  what  should  shame  many  a  European  who  boasts  of 
enlightenment  and  civilisation !  ''  I  have  not  yet,  in  all  my 
experience,  met  with  a  case  of  *  delirium  tremens '  among  the 
Burmese ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  other  medical  rnta% 
who  has  resided  in  this  country  ever  has  either.  The  Burmese  are 
not  at  all  given  to  drunkenness .''  Dr.  Cowie  concludes  a  moat 
interesting  report,  extending  to  fifty-three  sections,  with  the 
remark,  which  has  been  so  often  applied  to  advocate  the  cause 
of  Female  Education  in  India : — ''  It  is  through  the  ^women 
that  we  must  expect  to  reform  the  Burmese,  and  they  axe 
under  the  influence  of  the  Phongyees  I " 

Valuable  papers  from  Major  Ardagh  (Officiating  Commia* 

sioner  of  Pegu),  Mr.  E.  O'Riley,  Rev.  Mr.  Beecher,  Dr.  Davis, 

Captain  M.  Lloyd,  and  others,  also  throw  light  on  the  sparae- 

ness  of  population  in  British  Burma,  forming  a  valuable  ool- 

<>^tioi^    *^  statistics,  from  which  also  a  good  idea  of  the  health 

..   Ill     M/licro'''^'"   -><^ples  of  the  country  may  be  gained. — ^The 
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Burma  about  March  1864),  although  extensive,  have  a  popu- 
lation of  less  than  three  thousand  original  inhabitants.  These 
are  a  singular  race,  resembling  a  degenerate  race  of  negroes — 
five  feet  in  height,  eyes  small  and  red,  and  skin  of  a  deep  dull 
black.  They  are  not  cannibals,  as  has  been  supposed.  How 
they  came  there  is  not  yet  decided.  They  belong,  we  believe, 
to  the  same  race  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  Nicobar  Islands — 
not  a  hundred  miles  distant.  But  the  affinity  between  the 
people  of  the  Andamans  and  Nicobars  is  yet  to  be  established 
by  fact. 

The  story  of  the  advent  of  the  Andamanites  is,  that  of  a  ship 
being  wrecked  while  convejdng  pilgrims  to  or  from  Mecca,  and 
depositing  its  strange  '^  cargo  ^'  on  these  islands.  But  this 
would  appear  to  be  more  possible  than  probable.  Facts  re- 
garding the  health  and  population  of  these  curious  people  are 
required.  Recently  a  party  of  officers  from  Rangoon  visited 
the  Andamans,  and  brought  away  several  items  of  information, 
as  well  as  a  few  specimens  of  fish  and  fossils,  interesting  to  the 
naturalist.  Dr.  Smith  examined  some  peculiarity  about  the 
teeth  of  an  Andamanite.*  The  scenery  of  the  Islands  was 
considered  to  be  very  beautiful  in  parts ;  the  hospitality  of 
the  Superintendent,  Major  Ford,  was  great ;  and  the  party  left 
the  islands  for  Rangoon,  justly  reckoning  among  the  ''  green 
spots  '^  in  memory ^s  waste  their  visit  to  the  "  Cannibal  Islands''  I 
— But,  to  return  to  the  land  of  Burma. 

After  receipt  of  the  Reports  on  health  and  population^  a 


*  On  inquiring  from  oar  learned  and  obliging  friend,  the  Depntj  Inipector- 
Goneral  of  Hospitals,  what  this  pecaliaritj  was,  he  sent  ns  the  following 
note : — "  The  peculiarity  is  this  : — The  Eye-tooth  (Dens  Cannia)  is  placed  ont- 
sido,  and  on  a  level  with  the  first  Bicuspid.  Tops  of  molars  worn  flat,  as  in 
all  tribes  that  feed  on  roots."  Inquiring,  also,  regarding  some  skulls  he  had 
brought  from  the  Andamans,  Dr.  Smith  informed  us,  that  the  skull  is  well- 
developed — belonging,  most  likely,  to  **  Negrello,*'  or  Dwarf  Negroes. 
Another  esteemed  traveller  to  the  Andamans  mentions  the  absence  of  the 
receding  or  monkey  forehead  ! 

22  • 
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valuable  little  pamphlet — '^  Queries  respecting  the  Hmnaii 
Racc^  Addressed  to  Travellers^  By  a  Committee  of  the  Britiah 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science/'  fell  into  oar 
hands.  We  believe  that  it  was  printed  by  order  of  the  Chief 
Comnussioner,  in  order  to  obtain  reports  on  the  varioaB  sab- 
jects  from  officers  in  the  province.  One  set  of  answera,  some 
months  ago,  had  been  received  from  Dr.  Mason^  whidi  were 
considered  to  be  '^  exceedingly  interesting '^ ;  and  which  we 
trust  may  be  laid  before  that  learned  body,  the  Asiatic  Society. 
Regarding  this  Society,  the  prophecy  of  Sir  William  Jones — ^the 
motto  of  their  Calcutta  journal — has  been  well  fulfilled : — "  The 
bounds  of  its  investigation  will  be  the  gec^raphical  limits  of 
Asia ;  and  within  these  limits  its  inquiries  will  be  extended  to 
whatever  is  performed  by  man  or  produced  by  nature/'  In 
their  museum  in  Calcutta  (thanks  to  Mr.  Bligh),  we  saw  beasts 
and  birds  from  Burma ;  and  now,  through  the  researches  and 
energy  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  and  others,  they  have  a 
flood  of  light  thrown  on  the  various  interesting  races  of  the 
country  1 

We  shall  now  enrich  this  rather  discursive  paper  with  some 
already  published  matter  on  the  sparseness  of  population^  and 
other  statistical  information,  commencing  with  Dr.  Mason,  who 
has  furnished  a  critique  on  the  Reports.  If  there  be  one  man 
more  qualified  than  another,  not  in  the  medical  profession^  to 
give  an  opinion  on  the  health  of  and  sparseness  of  population 
among  the  indigenous  peoples  of  British  Burma,  that  man^ 
perhaps,  is  Dr.  Mason,  of  Toungoo.  His  valuable  statistics 
cause  us  regret,  when  we  read  (what  would  support,  regarding 
one  race,  the  views  of  Dr.  Cowie)  that  the  Karens,  under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances,  are  not  increasing.  But  we 
think  it  will  interest  many  to  insert  the  learned  Doctor's 
critical  notice  entire  : — 

"•  It  was  a  happy  thought  in  the  Chief  Commissioner  to  propose 
'>ie  inquiries  which  have  produced  these  Reports.    We  have  thus 

.fn^yq'V^    *-f\^c^^\ytx-      tViP    Vijowlo/lgrp  of    ft.ll    ♦'.lifl    -man     Kaaf    'i/»nnn.inf»' 
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with  the  subject,  from  every  part  of  the  country.  The  Beports 
contain  a  miscellaneous  mass  of  information  that  may  be  diyided 
into: — 

1.  Statistics.  These  all  adding  to  our  knowledge  of  the  country, 
are  all  valuable. 

2.  Plans  for  obtaining  more  accurate  statistics.  These  are  of 
mixed  value :  some  not  being  quite  practicable. 

3.  Causes  of  the  sparseness  of  population.  These  are  somewhat 
contradictory.  Those  that  are  valid  are  exaggerated.  A  European 
does  not  suffer  by  exposing  his  &oe  to  the  weather,  and  the  body 
of  a  native  is  all  face. 

4.  Proposals  to  Government  to  take  measures  to  preserve  the 
population.  Perhaps  all  is  here  proposed  that  Government  can 
do ;  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know,  from  the  Chief  Commissioner's 
introduction,  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  carry  out  the 
plans  proposed. 

Still  it  can  scarcely  be  said  that  ths  cause  of  the  sparseness 
has  been  revealed,  for  most  of  the  causes  to  which  it  is  attributed 
exist  in  Hindustan  and  China,  where  the  population  abounds.  We 
need  in  the  first  instance,  accurate  and  extensive  statistics,  as  a 
basis  on  which  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  the  question.  Since 
the  reports  pertain  principally  to  the  Biurmese,  we  will  contribute 
an  item  to  the  statistics  of  the  Ejurens  in  this  district. 

In  1859  we  took  the  census  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Christian  villages,  and  found  in  them  about  twenty-six  thousand 
inhabitants.  In  1860  we  required  the  native  Assistants  to  note 
the  births  and  deaths  in  their  villages,  and  to  report  annually  to 
the  Associations. 

This  they  have  done  ever  since,  but,  as  from  one  cause  or  another, 
the  Beports  have  never  been  complete,  we  prefer  to  call  the  popula- 
tion reported  on,  in  round  numbers,  twenty-five  thousand.  The 
births  and  deaths  for  the  last  four  years  were  reported : — 

1860,  Births,  496,  rt.  1*90.  Deaths,  700,  rt  2*8. 

1861,  „        768,  „   8*05.  „       891,  „  8*56. 

1862,  „        801,  „   8-20.  „        618,  „  2-07. 

1863,  „        659,  „    2*63.  „        644,  „  2-67. 

Average,  Birth-rate     2*69.  Death-rate     2*76. 

The  churches  report  also  annually  the  number  of  baptized  Chris- 
tians that  have  died  during  the  year,  and  as  few  are  baptised  under 
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Mte^n  years  of  age,  we  thus  obtain  the  death-rate  of  a  daM  of 
the  population,  exclusive  of  children.  The  retoniB  for  tba  last 
nine  years  are : — 


1855 

Of  2,010 

baptized, 

64 

died.        Bate  8*1. 

1856 

„  2,660 

99 

98 

»      81. 

1857 

„  2,706 

99 

66 

99                             19            «'^ 

1858 

„  3,739 

99 

108 

99                              M            *"8. 

1859 

„  4,142 

»9 

190 

99              99      4r6. 

1860 

..  4,531 

99 

146 

99                              99            8*2. 

1861 

„  4,907 

99 

174 

99                             99            8'6- 

1862 

„  5,307 

99 

120 

99                             9f            2*2. 

1863 

„  6,085 

99 

157 

99                             91            8"0- 

At 

reracre  of  nine  years 

t 

Death-rate  2-9. 

The  great  difference  that  is  seen  in  the  numben  of  difierant 
years  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  inaccuracy  of  the  reports.  We 
know  that  such  differences  often  occur. 

These  statistics  proye  yery  conclusively  that  the  Earensy  under 
the  most  fayourable  circumstances,  in  this  district  are  not  incxeaa- 
ing. 

The  high  death-rate  among  the  Church  members  may  arise  from 
a  large  proix)rtion  of  elderly  people  being  baptized.     But  it  seems. 
to  indicate  that  the  deaths  in  infancy  are  not  disproportionate.*' 
(From  tho  "  Toungoo  News  Sheet,"  October  1864,  an  interesting 
littlo  journal — pro  deo  et  eccleaia — edited  by  Dr.  Mason.) 

For  the  sake  of  yariety^  we  now  give  a  portion  of  a  rather 
able  letter^  contributed  to  the  "  Rangoon  Times/'  and  headed 

SPAESENESS  OF  POPULATION  IN  BEITISH  BXTBMA.' 


"  SlE,— 

I  haye  of  late  seen  seyeral  articles  treating  on  the  sparse- 
nesB  of  population  in  British  Burma,  among  the  rest  a  very  able 
one  by  Captain  Fitzroy,  in  the  ''  Gazette  "  of  27th  September  1864. 
Granting  that  he  has  used  the  subject  with  skill,  ability,  and 
rvinch  information,  I  would  oppose  my  arguments  to  his,  ^n  the 
<iuund  that  he  has  been  led  by  appearances  and  not  by  "»^*«  P^t 
ncifance,  in  his  first  deduction  he  comes  to  ^^he  conuiu«aoi.    'ha^f: 
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they  can  produce  or  acquire  food.  I  would  oppose  this  poBition^ 
hj  stating  that  rather,  as  land  is  cultiTated  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  that  when  the  population  is  con- 
trasted, that  seren  hundred  and  seventy-seren  Chinese  oaltiraite 
one  square  mile,  whilst  seven  hundred  and  ninefy-three  Burmese 
are  required  to  do  the  same  work :  it  necessarily  follows,  that  the 
Chinese  are  more  efident  in  that  work  by  sixteen.  This,  of  course, 
is  owing  to  the  superiority  of  the  one  oyer  the  indolence  of  the 
other. 

Men  are  social  creatures,  and  in  consequence  are  always  found 
together,  so  if  a  settlement  is  formed  of  ten  fiunilies,  the  houses 
will  be  found  together,  as  the  centre  of  their  industry ;  but  if  the 
number  be  increased,  then  the  radii  of  their  industry  become  so 
elongated  that  some  are  obliged  to  emigrate  to  some  other  centres, 
and  thus  another  and  another  sphere  of  industry  follows,  yet  all  wiU 
keep  together,  as  close  as  possible,  the  one  only  being  separated 
from  the  other  by  his  requirements.  Thus,  if  we  say  that  ten  is 
sufficient  for  one  house,  then  four  houses  might  be  set  together,  at 
the  point  where  the  four  houses  meet,  or  they  may  be  the  centres 
of  each  square,  or  they  may  be  centres  of  the  side  of  those 
squares;  and  thus  we  find  that  each  house  that  is  established 
forms  its  own  area  of  industry,  which  separates  it  from  the  rest, 
whilst  the  general  wants  of  all  are  supplied  at  a  central  position, 
which  forms  the  town  or  city,  and  this  town  or  dtj  will  be  large  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  cultiTators.  Thus,  if  fifty  cultiTatora 
require  two  blacksmiths,  four  carpenters,  three  shoemakers,  three 
tailors,  one  butcher,  one  doctor,  Ac.  &c.,  then  a  hundred  will  require 
twice  as  many.  The  land  is  cultivated  because  there  were  men  to 
cultivate  it,  and  not  because  the  land  was  good.  In  proof  of  this, 
look  to  the  fertile  wilds  of  Australia,  America,  and  Africa,  also  of 
our  colony  of  Burma — ^hence  so  much  land  is  cultivated  in  China 
because  there  are  so  many  men  in  the  country,  and  so  little  is 
cultivated  in  Burma  because  the  population  is  so  smalL  Compare 
the  population  of  England  to  its  extent,  and  we  find  three  hundred 
and  thirty-six  souls  to  each  square  mile,  whilst  for  real  purposes 
of  cultivation  sixteen  men  and  their  families  are  quite  enough  to 
cultivate  a  square  mile;  and  allowing  that  four  acres  are 
enough  for  meat  and  bread  to  a  family  for  a  year,  sixteen  men  and 
their  families,  by  cultivation,  provide  food  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  families.    Again,  allowing  the  requirements  of  sixteen 
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families  demand  the  assigtance  of  uxteen  families  more,  we  jet 
have  the  food  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nx  fa^miliiMi  to  eiMUia 
Now  to  conRnc  one  hundred  and  fiftj-eight  families,  or  nj  fife 
hundred  souls,  on  one  square  mile  of  land,  not  allowing  tibem  anj 
other  resources,  would  of  necessity  reduce  them  to  idleneea,  though 
thej  would  find  sufficient  food ;  consequently  when  leTen  hundred 
and  seventy-seTen  men  are  counted  to  a  square  mile,  it  is  not  for 
the  extent  of  cultivation,  but  from  the  concentration  of  trade  sad 
other  industry  among  them." 

[The  writer  now  is  off  to  China,  England,  and  Bengal;  tnms 
to  the  book  of  Genesis ;  lays  a  great  stress  on  love  displayed 
to  parents  as  a  cause  of  increase,  and  the  breach  of  the  Divine 
command  to  ''  honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother^'  as  certainly 
producing  a  decrease  of  population  in  a  country.  He  touches 
also  on  early  destruction  of  children  in  Burma,  and  greet 
mortality  among  mothers  in  child-birth.] 

He  sums  up  the  reasons  for  the  sparseness  of  the  population  in 
British  Burma,  which  are,  he  says, — 

'*  1st.  The  father  and  mother  do  not  want  children. 

2nd.  Many  mothers  die  from  unskilled  treatment  during  child- 
birth. 

3rd.  Children  die  from  want  and  neglect. 

4th.  Epidemics  carry  off  large  numbers,  in  which  the  native 
physicians  give  great  help. 

We  may  before  long  add  that  no  small  number  will  be  carried 
off  by  drink.  Dnmkenness  is  a  well-known  hindrance  to  in- 
crease. 

I  would  propose  two  points  of  inquiry  to  the  QoTemment. 

Ist.  Is  the  population  of  Bengal  greater  now  than  it  was  ten, 
twenty,  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  years  ago? 

2nd.  Why  are  there  so  few  children  in  Bangoon  between  the 
ages  of  ten  and  fourteen  years  ? 

Yours  truly, 

in  concluding  the  subject^  it  may  be  remarked  thbi  wt  ^'    -it 
,o  nlnng-  wifh  the  abovc  writer  in  all  ^^  bns  nd^'OT>/wir      --mi 
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doubtless^  there  is  reason  in  him ;  and  an,  in  this  enlightened 
age^  the  opinion  of  every  well-wisher  of  a  country  meets,  or 
should  meet,  with  respect,  so  we  value  what  he  has  written,  in 
addition  to  the  various  reports  so  briefly  touched  on  in  this 
paper.  Since  these  were  written,  measures  of  a  remedial 
nature  have  been  adopted  and  commenced,  at  the  instigation 
of  the  Chief  Commissioner.  Throughout  the  country,  doubt- 
less, everything  beneficial  to  the  native  races  will  soon  be  in 
train  for  increased  health,  and  consequent  increase  of  popu- 
lation, as  has  for  many  years  been  the  case,  with  reference  to 
peace  and  commercial  prosperity,  among  Europeans  and  others 
in  British  Burma. 

STATISTICAL  NOTE. 

The  total  population  of  Bongoon,  according  to  the  census  taken 
on  December  24th,  1869,  is  set  down  at  96,942,  or  an  increase  of 
24,267  in  three  years,  the  population  at  the  last  enumeration  being 
72,675.  These  comprise— Burmese,  52,782 ;  Takings,  9,188 ;  Shans, 
2,219 ;  Chinese,  8,44U ;  Natives  of  India,  28,946 ;  Malays,  108 ; 
Arakanese,  189;  Armenians,  162;  Europeans  and  East  Indians, 
1,619;  other  races,  128;  total  males,  61,978;  females,  84,964; 
grand  total,  96,942.  It  was  in  1872  considerably  upwards  of 
100,000.  The  following  are  the  principal  towns  having  a  popula- 
tion of  10,000 :— Bangoon,  100,000 ;  Maulmain,  58,658 ;  Prome, 
24,682 ;  Bassein,  19,  577 ;  Akyab,  15,281 ;  Hensada,  15,285 ;  l^voy, 
14,467;  Shw^  Doung,  12,411.  In  1871-72  there  were  only  6,068 
police  employed  in  British  Burma  e  1  policeman  to  every  428 
persons,  and  to  upwards  of  fifteen  square  miles  of  country  !* 


*  Thia  fact  sajs  rnnoh  f or  the  peaoefnl  ohamoter  of  apopulaiioiiof  ovsr  thrts 
millions.  The  inoresBo  of  population  in  Arakan  and  TenaMezim  ha*  bten 
wonderfnl.  In  1826  they  were  annexed,  with  popnlationi  reepeotiTeljr  of  one 
hundred  thousand  and  seventy  thoosand.  In  1855  Arakan  increased  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  and  Tenasserim  to  more  than  two  hundred  and  ten 
thousand.  **  Within  thirty  years,"  says  General  Tytohe,  "  the  popolation  of 
both  provinces  had  trebled  under  British  role."  The  miritinie  popii]atio&  of 
British  Burma  has  been  reckoned  at  a  milli<»i. 
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III. 

A  Brief  Review  of  the  Progbim  of  Trade,  and  Sebtch  of 

THE    PrOSPICTS  OF  PeGU.* 

Commerce. 

To  thia  the  present  prosperity  of  Pegu  is  entirely  due ;  and  it 
will^  no  doubt^  prove  interesting  to  review  briefly  the  progreH 
of  trade  in  this  province^  during  the  brief  period  it  hat  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  being  under  the  British  rule,  and  the  probaUe 
future,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  of  this  moat  rapidly 
flourishing  of  Her  Majesty's  dependencies  in  the  East. 

There  arc,  at  present,  only  two  places  of  export  by  sea  in 
Pegu — Rangoon  and  Bassein.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  exports  and  imports  from  Rangoon  for  the  past  nine  yeaiij 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  has 
been  nearly  doubled,  that  the  value  of  the  exports  has  been 
nearly  five  times  increased,  and  that  the  import  and  export 
duties  have  likewise  been  increased  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty«six  thousand  to  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand 
rupees  witliin  that  period.  The  only  check  to  the  further 
progress  of  the  country  is  the  obstructiveness  of  the  Burmese 
Court. 


1855-56 
1856-57 
1857-58 
1858-59 
185y-60 
1860-61 
1861-62 
1862-63 
1868-&]> 


Import 
Tonnage. 


Tons. 
138,881 

133,745 

I  217,88^^ 

I  167,378 

!  116,879 

131,020 

172,663 

167,0i)6 

252,813 


Tonnage,     i^j^rtod.     Exported. 


Import   i 
Duty.     I 


Export 
Duty. 


I 


Tons. 
131,516 
133,059 
I95,60t) 
17-1,128 
133,062 
126,616 
169,916 
l72,9vS3 
226,252 


Eupces.  I 
10,692,021 
ll,15t,255J 

113.511,981; 
12,713,714; 

;  12.532,8 15; 

,13,231,628 
11,026,757 

ill,668,775 
16,901,031 

i  I 


Rupees. 

3,701,187; 

5,351,79l| 

8,318,317 

8,566,817 

7,210,536| 

7,830.281 1 

12,387,6821 

13,303,2361 

17.313,437 


fiupeea. 
110,186 
122,353  , 
113,004 .. 
178,210 
293,701 
365,35^ 
402  029 
290,156 ; 
272,737 ; 


Bnpeei. 

46,190 

62,601 

110,127 

96,156 

121,367 

223,212 

408,616 

399,439 

675,309 


156,676 
174,967 
258,481 
274,696 
418,061 
688,666 
810,645 
689,695 
848,046 


M.  >-^     -,w.  -^  CKober  4th,  1864,1  from  a  "  lUta 


ik,_. 
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The  exports  of  rice  from  Bassein  have  increased  in  much 
the  same  proportion^  but  the  imports  at  that  port  are  but 
trifling. 

Rangoon^  by  its  position — being  only  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  entrance  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Irawady^  which 
is  deep  and  broad  enough  to  enable  ships  of  almost  any  size 
to  sail  up  to  the  town, — is  particularly  well  placed  for  com- 
mercial purposes ;  and^  even  to  a  stranger,  it  is  apparent  that 
no  site  could  be  better  adapted  for  an  almost  endless  increase 
of  trafiSc,  with  hardly  any  other  assistance  than  what  Nature 
has  so  liberally  provided.  Several  ships,  drawing  over  twenty- 
five  feet  of  water,  have  sailed  safely  to  sea  without  steam ;  but 
one  or  two  powerfcd  boats  are  much  wanted,  to  prevent  de- 
tention to  the  vessels  by  contrary  winds,  and  such,  doubtless 
will  soon  be  forthcoming. 

Rangoon  is  behind  in  facilities  for  repairing  vessels,  such 
having  either  to  go  on  a  rather  rough  gridiron,  exposed  to  the 
tide-way,  or  to  go  on  a  slip  dock  without  gates  in  the  Govern- 
ment dockyard,  on  both  of  which  the  ships  have  either  to 
be  scuttled,  or  float  with  every  tide.  A  new  patent  slip 
is,  however,  projected,  and,  when  finished,  will  prove  of 
much  use  to  vessels  requiring  repairs, — the  river  being  so 
convenient  for  vessels  in  distress  to  run  to,  from  any  part  of 
the  bay. 

The  Bassein  river  is  also  a  very  safe  one;  but  the  town 
being  situated  about  seventy  miles  up,  and  there  being  no 
steamer  on  the  river,  renders  it  more  tedious  to  the  navigation 
when  the  winds  are  adverse.  A  tug  steamer  is,  however, 
expected  soon  to  be  stationed  there. 

The  communication  between  Rangoon  and  Upper  Burma 
being  open  at  all  [seasons  by  river,  its  trade  must  necessarily 
increase  in  a  far  greater  proportion  than  Bassein,  which  can 
only  be  supplied  vrith  produce  from  the  western  part  of  Pegu, 
the  direct  river  communication  with  the  upper  country  being 
only  open  during  the  rains. 


348  OUR   nURMESE   WARS. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Rangoon  are  rioe,* 
timber^  cutch^  cotton^  and  petroleum ;  and  from  Baasein^  rioe 
only ;  but  the  qualities  of  the  land  are  such^  both  in  Pega  and 
Upper  Burma  (but  more  particularly  in  the  latter)j  that  tea, 
indigo,  and  coffee  could^  in  addition,  easily  be  grown  to  ad- 
vantage,— the  want  of  labour,  and  the  greater  want  even  than 
labour,  for  that  can  be  supplied,  though  it  may  be  at  con- 
siderable cost — the  want  of  a  class  of  men  with  sufficient  dull 
and  energy  to  superintend  such  cultivation — being  the  onlj 
causes  whv  so  much  rich  land  has  been  left  untilled. 

The  condition  of  the  natives  engaged  in  agricultural  purraiti 
in  Pegu  has  so  much  improved  during  the  past  ten  yearSj  that 
numbers  of  Burmese,  Karens,  &c.,  are  yearly  coming  finom 
beyond  the  frontier ;  but  those  from  the  Burmese  territOTies 
can  only  bring  their  families  by  stealth;  and  nothing  would  be 
more  acce])table  to  the  natives  of  Upper  Burma,  except  to  those 
actually  in  power,  than  to  see  the  British  Government  extend 
as  far  as  the  Irawady  is  navigable ;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
extremely  heavy  taxes  \i'ith  which  Pegu  is  burdened,  the  con- 
dition of  all  classes  is  fast  impronng,  and  forms  a  striking 
contrast  with  the  poor  cultivators  of  Upper  Burma,  who  are 
kept  in  poverty  by  the  cruel  exactions  of  each  petty  goyemor, 
and  from  the  King's  monopolies  compelling  them  to  sell  their 
produce  at  a  low  fixed  rate,  whatever  the  market  value  may 
be.  Under  the  British  rule,  it  is  truly  difficult  to  fortell  to 
what  extent  the  productions  of  the  country  would  grow,  rich 
OS  it  is  in  every  source  of  prosperity,  both  mineral  and 
agricultural. 

Of  the  present  exports  the  rice  is  entirely  grown  in  Peg^ ; 
the  petroleum  produced  in  Upi)er  Burma;  and  the  timber^ 
cutch,  and  cotton  found  in  both  places. 

*  In  March,  1870,  wo  learned  that  tho  mcniorinl  forwarded  to  Lord  Hayo 
•7  tho  morcantilo  communitj  of  Uaiiproon,  on  tho  subjoct  of  the  rice  dut* 
'•»d  been    translated  into  Burmese. — During    the   late  terrib'«»  f«»wii^-^  ^ 
--toral  and  Madras  ('*^*^^»-76  '^7)   a  very  large  quantity  of  ri'*  *- 
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The  treaty  of  1862  with  the  Court  of  Ava,  has  had  no 
results^  except  in  the  sacrifice  of  the  British  frontier  duties  to 
the  Burmese^  and  the  general  opinion  is,  that  the  Eang  will 
not  reduce  any  duties^  or  give  up  any  monopoly,  it  having 
been  left  optional  with  him  to  do  so. 

Any  improvement  in  the  means  of  bringing  produce  from 
China^  or  the  independent  Shan  States,  would  give  an  immense 
impulse  to  the  trade  of  Pegu,  the  only  regular  communication 
as  present  being  by  trains  of  laden  mules  and  oxen,  the  prin- 
cipal route  for  which  is  from  Western  China  to  Bamo  and 
Mandalay.  A  railway  is  proposed  from  China  to  some  point 
on  the  Irawady,  from  which  steamers  would  ply  to  Rangoon, 
and  the  King  of  Ava  has  granted  a  concession  of  ground,  &c, 
for  such ;  but  great  fears  are  entertained  that  the  obstructive- 
ness  of  the  Burmese  character,  when  in  power,  will  prevent 
the  object  being  carried  out  by  the  only  apparently  possible 
routes,  which  are  through  Upper  Burma.  It  is  indeed  a  great 
pity  such  a  fine  country,  with  such  great  prospects,  is  saddled 
with  a  Government  like  that  of  Ava;  and,[with  a  willing  people^ 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  protection  of  the  British  flag  will  soon 
be  given  to  the  whole  of  Burma. 

The  Government  have  sold  the  Irawady  flotilla  to  a  private 
firm,  but  the  steamers  only  ply  to  the  frontier,  and  are  all 
old-fashioned  vessels.  The  trade  with  Mandalay  is,  therefore, 
left  to  one  steamer  belonging  to  the  King,  and  to  native 
boats.  There  are  two  new  steamers  for  the  King,  of  large 
size,  now  about  ready,  however,  and  a  few  more  would  pay 
well,  as  the  delay  and  risk  of  transit  in  native  craffc  are  very 
great. 

The  Government  Dockyard  has  lately  been  leased  for  one 
year  to  a  private  firm  for  two  thousand  rupees  per  mensem^ 
after  the  expiry  of  which  term  it  will  probably  be  advertised 
for  sale  or  lease  for  a  long  period.  The  cost  of  it  to  Govem- 
ment,  however,  is  far  above  its  present  value,  either  to  them- 
selves or  to  a  private  company. 


850  OUB  BUBMESl  WABS. 

[Since  the  above  was  written,  important  changes  in  Fqga 

have  taken  place,  into  which  there  ia  no  intention  of  »Mkmmtag 

here.     Disturbances  in  Upper  Bormay*  bringing    fivih   tii6 

energetic  action  of  the  Chief  Commisaionerj  and  of  Major 

Sladcn,  the  Resident  at  Mandalaj,  cast  shadow  and  smiahiiie 

over  the  country, — the  whole  of  which,  sooner  or  later,  mmt 

become  British.     When  our    forbearance   has  become  soflU 

cientlv  tried, — and  that  it  would  be   sorely  tried  Lcxrd  Bal- 

housie  seemed  to  prophesy, — ^then  necessity  and  the  wdfiue 

of  millions  must  impel  us  onward — ^not  thb  u>yi  or  Ainrxzap 

tion!] 

NOTE  (October  1879). 
Betenue  axd  Cokkebce. 

Probably  tho  finances  of  British  Burma  are  far  more  pliable  than 
those  of  any  other  Asiatic  country ;  certainly  infinitely  more  so 
than  those  of  India,  where  the  tremendous  wants — ^local,  mili- 
tary, and  political — arc  continually  eating  up  the  finances,  without 
any  apparent  further  development  of  resources  for  imperial  or 
commercial  profit.  The  success  which  has  hitherto  attended  our 
Chin-Indian  possessions  in  finance  as  well  as  in  commerce,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  urged  in  these  pages,  would  be  tenfold  were  the  r^ 
sources  of  the  country  fully  developed,  a  larger  population  secnredy 
and  all  monopolies,  instead  of  harmless  princes  and  prinoesses, 
massacred  in  Upper  Burma.  Liberal  coounercial  relations  with 
that  golden  region  are  now  all  that  we  require  to  make  Pega  a 
wealthy  '*  Princess  among  the  Prorinces,"  when  she  could  stretdi 
forth  a  helping  hand  to  her  ever  needy  Indian  sister.  China  owea 
her  religion  to  India  ;  Pegu  owes  her  deliverance  to  us  who  poMess 
India ;  therefore,  both  China  and  British  Burmsr— or  say  Pega-* 
are  bound  to  assist  India ! 

About  six  months  ago  we  read  some  remarks  on  the  development 
of  a  provincial  system  in  British  Burma,  to  the  effect  that  prorinf- 
cial  contracts  with  that  country  (and  Assam)  had  been  revised  and 
greatly  expanded  with  effect  from  the  beginning  of  1878-79.    A 


•  Middle  of  Angust  1866,  the  following  telegram  was  reoeived  in  Calonita  :-^ 
'  King  of  Burma's  brother  killed.  The  King  in  prison.  BebeU  in  ^^^^^gp^^^/^ 
*<   -M>antr7  ^*^**>x>nnding  M^^dalay,  and  Mandalay  itself.    Enzopea^^    '^^^ 
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new  feature  in  the  arrangement  was  tliat,  in  place  of  a  fixed 
allotment,  a  share  of  the  net  reserved  imperial  rerennes  had  been 
assigned,  so  that  the  proyincial  finances  would  participate  in  any 
improTement  of  those  reyenues.  With  the  exception  of  the  army, 
the  whollj  imperial  portion  is  not  important.  The  salt  and 
customs  revenue  levied  in  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  Upper  India 
''cannot  be  divided  among  the  several  provinces  from  whose  con- 
sumption those  revenues  are  obtained.  But  in  Burma  there  is  no 
such  obstacle.  Consequently,  the  Government  of  India  has  been 
able  to  make  with  that  province  the  most  complete  provincial  con- 
tract yet  existing."  Only  a  few  items  were  retained  as  wholly 
imperial.  The  greater  portion  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
were  made  "  wholly  provincial."  It  was  believed  that  some  judip 
cious  public  expenditure  in  Burma  would  yield  espedaUy  valuable 
financial  results.  With  an  increase  of  provincial  resouzoeSy  we 
might  now  look  for  these  to  the  Chief  Commissioner.  And, 
doubtless,  ere  long,  when  the  question  of  Upper  Burma  is  settledt 
great  financial  improvement  will  be  observable. 

A  comparison  of  the  Local  Estimates,  which  were  prepared  upon 
the  old  basis  with  the  estimates  recast  by  the  Qovemmant  of  India 
upon  the  new  basis,  may  be  of  interest  to  Indian  financiers : — 


BRITISH  BURMA. 

Local  EniMATM. 

HmuBMO  n  QofwajKMMMf 

OV  IVDU. 

1878-79. 

187IM0. 

lB78-m 

1879«L 

Revenue 
Expenditure  . 
Surplus          •        •        • 
Deficit  .... 
Clonng  Balance    . 

£ 
401,800 
416,900 

15^600 
87,800 

£ 
407,800 
611,100 

108^ 
16,100 

£ 

946,900 

892,600 

68,800 

166^100 

£ 
907,800 
1/09,900 

6M0O 
14M0O 

This  table  shows  the  addition  of  ^6159,600  to  the  provincial  tad 
local  reyenues  of  British  Burma — **  the  efieoi  of  the  measiire  in 
two  years."  In  a  few  years,  under  able  management,  the  coontiy, 
no  doubt,  in  both  finance  and  commerce,  will  do  credit  to  its 
original  benefactor,  Sib  Arthur  Phatrs,  who  mat  bb  siazd  to 

HAVE     CBEATBD      PeOU     AND      OONSOLIDATBD     BRITISH     BurXAI 

Some  months  ago,  his   successor,  Oeneral  Fytche,  wrote,  with 
reference  to  Lord  Dalhousie's  famous  remark,  that  we  held  **  in 
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the  caav  grasp  of  our  hand  the  kernel  of  the  Barmese  Empire  '*: — 
"  And  this  kernel  (Pegu),  I  may  remark,  with  its  extraordinaiy 
commercial  and  producing  actiritj,  pays  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  revenue,  rated  on  population,  of  that  proyided  by  any 
proyiucc  or  presidency  of  India,  and,  after  all  proyincial  ezpenaee 
are  paid,  yields  a  handsome  surplus  to  the  Imperial  exchequer." 
And,  again — Its  line  of  frontier  with  Burma,  "though  £ar  from 
being  a  '  scientific '  or  theoretically  perfect  one,  has  its  outposts 
connected  hy  electric  telegraph,  and  is  easily  accessibla  from  its 
base  both  by  rail  and  river."  The  Gkneral  did  not  adyise  onr 
passing  this  frontier,  in  case  we  might  be  led  into  the  expense  of 
annexing;  the  whole  country  up  to  the  borders  of  China;  but  at 
the  time  he  wrote  King  Theebau  had  not,  through  his  bad  conduct, 
brought  about  the  portentous  event  of  our  Resident  being  obliged 
to  quit  Maudalay !  We  really  think  the  Chinese  and  the  surround- 
ing tribes  would  aid  us  in  any  attempts  to  better  the  trade  and 
condition  of  Upi^er  Burma.  China  knows  how  ill  her  young  tribu- 
tary or  vassal  has  behaved ;  and  the  Chinese,  with  the  hope  of 
mutual  advantage*,  would  soon  surrender  their  natural "  extreme 
jealousy  "  to  rapid  commercial  gains !  The  net  revenue  of  British 
Burma  for  1877-78  amounted  to  160,14,328  Bs.,  being  an  increase 
of  3,18,801  Rs.  over  that  of  1876-77.*  In  the  Revenue  Report,  the 
steady  and  progressive  increase  in  the  prosperity  of  the  province 
was  considered  satisfactory.  The  great  want  was  also  said  to  be 
"a  larger"  population,  and  until  this  is  secured,  it  is  clear  that 
the  resources  of  the  province  can  never  bo  properly  developed,  or 
the  full  amount  of  revenue  obtained  which  it  is  capable  of  yield- 
ing. Instead  of  a  total  net  revenue  of  176,17,351  Rs.,  there  might 
easily  be  double  that  amount.  The  population  of  British  Burma 
already  being  over  three  millions,  if  we  could  only  get  two  or  three 
more  millions  under  our  rule,  Burma  would  have  nearly  as  large  a 
commerce  as  a  fourth  of  that  of  the  whole  of  India;  for,  with'a  small 
population  of  three  millions,  we  have  exports  and  imports  amount- 
ing to  nearly  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  sterling,t  more  than 
four  times  the   population.    **  If  the  commerce  of  India,"  says 

•  In  1875-76,  according  to  Genoral  Fjtche,  the  gross  reyenne  and  receipt* 
imperial,  provincial,  and  municipal,  amounted  to  £2,004,818,  givi^vr  i^n  ^^^^ 
"^ence  of  taxation  of  13«.  8}(i.  per  head. 

^  For  trade  of  British  Burma  1878-79,  the  total  value  of  whioi.    »•'*  ^    ,. 

.iv+jmr  '*r>r\r^a  nf  «mT»«Aa  (aW^tiQTt  |in{11jnt1ff  -»f^»'l]Hg^^  gQQ   J^AA^^n^^ 
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General  Fytche,  in  his  excellent  work  on  "  Burma,"  bore  the  same 
proportion  to  population,  it  would  be  ten  times  greater  than  it  is ; 
that  is  to  saj,  it  would  be  about  nine  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
instead  of  ninety-fiye ! " — ^Again,  British  Burma  contrasts  faTOur- 
ably  with  India  in  "  the  value  of  the  imports  being  much  nearer 
to  that  of  the  exports." 

IV. 

From  Mandalat  to  Momibn.* 

[The  following  paper^  on  Dr.  Anderson's  interesting  book, 
appeared  in  the  ^^  Academy/'  Apnl  8,  1876 ;  and  as  the  matter 
contained  therein  is  so  intimately  connected  with  remarks  made 
in  the  present  work^  the  writer  deems  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  apology  for  its  insertion  here.] 

The  Royal  visit  to  our  Indian  Empire  has  of  late  drawn  so 
much  attention  from  the  British  public  that  we  now  trust  some 
study  and  thought  may  be  given  to  Chin-India,  or  at  least 
that  portion  of  it  styled  Burma  Proper  or  Independent,  the 
comparatively  new  capital  of  which  is  Mandalay,  where  reigns 
one  of  the  shrewdest,  best-informed,  and  most  whimsical  kings 
in  Eastern  Asia — the  King  of  the  Golden  Feet  and  the  Golden 
Ears,  who  has  recently  ordered,  according  to  Burmese  custom, 
the  courts  and  public  offices  in  his  capital  to  be  dosed  for 
forty  days,  during  the  all-important  ceremony  of  "  boring  holes 
in  the  ears  of  the  princesses.'' 

Even  the  two  expeditions  to  Western  China,  of  1868  and 
1875,  from  "  Mandalay  to  Momien  "  forming  the  grand  base 
of  operations,  and,  though  unsuccessfnlj  displaying  so  mndi 
energy  and  bravery  on  the  part  of  our  countrymen,  have  been 
well-nigh  cast  into  the  shade ;  the  hearts  of  wealth-seeking 
British  merchants  have  become  sick  and  weary  with  disappomt- 
ment ;  but  we  trust  that  all  such  clouds  may  be  looked  on  as 
of  insignificant  result  in  a  prospect  bright  and  advancing.    Dr. 

*  '*  Mandalay  to  Momien :  A  Narrative  of  the  two  Expeditions  to  Weetezn 
China,  of  1868  and  1875,  under  Colonel  Edward  B.  Sladen  and  Colonel  Horaoo 
Browne/'  by  John  Anderson,  H.D.,  Sui,    London:  1878. 

28 
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Anderson,  by  his  IiandRome^  well-timed,  entertaininf^  and  in- 
structive Tolume^  has  done  much  to  renew  the  interest  felt  not 
long  since  in  the  destinies  of  Upper  Bnrmay  and  tlie  r^n^^  ot 
British  progress  in  Western  China.    Before  proceeding  briefly 
to  examine  the  work  of  the  ever-sealous  medical  oflSoer  and 
naturalist,  it  may  be  remarked  that  our  position  in  Banna^tlie 
only  correct  way  of  spelling  the  word — is  a  Tery  remarkaUe 
one ;  and  this  fact  has  not  been  suflSciently  brought  home  to 
the  British  nation,  for  on  its  proper  consideration  our  snooesB 
in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Foot^  and  in  lands  beyond,  greatly 
depends.      It  is  just  fifty  years  since  Mr.  Crawfurd,  in    his 
"  Embassy  to  Ava/'  informed  us  that  he  suggested  the  policy  of 
keeping   possession  of  Rangoon;  thus  shutting  out  the  Bar- 
mese  from  the  navigation  of  that  grand  artery  the  Irawady^ 
and    placing  us  in   a  commanding    military  attitude,  whieh 
would  have  relieved  us  from  all   apprehension  of  annoyance 
from  the  ])ower  of  these  i)eople.     One  of  the  ambassador's 
shrewdest  reviewers  could  not  agree  with  him  on  this  point, 
and  was   disposed  to  think  that  we  had   done  much  better. 
Hemmed  in  as  they  then  were  between  Arakan  and  Martaban, 
we  had  little  to  fear  from  any  annoyance  they  could  give  nt. 
Indeed^  the  reviewer  was  rather  surprised  at  such  a  proposal 
from  Mr.  Crawfurd^   who^  in  the   same  breath  almost,   said 
that  ''the  conditions  of   a   convention  with  them  ought  to  be 
strictly  reciprocal ;  and  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  engagement 
such   as  would  tend  to  develop  the  resources  of  both  conn- 
tries.''     We  cannot  think   that  to  stop  them  up  "like  rata 
within  their   holes/'   as   the   critic  said,  would  be  the  most 
likely  mode  of  producing  this  desirable  reciprocity,  or  of  de« 
veloping  the  resources  of  the  Burmese.    When  we  conquered 
and    annexed  Pegu,   nearly  four-and-twenty   years    ago,   our 
ideas  of  the  vast  resources   of  the   upper  region  of  Burma 
•-^re  very  v^qfue  indeed.     We   knew,  from  «»nr1mg^  -^hat   it 
'mf^f\   trnlf     "ivei,    »"d   copper,  and  that   ii     *^p»      jch  in 
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Strover's  "  Memorandum  on  the  Metals  and  Minerals  of 
Burma  (1878)  ''  ;  but^  for  every  practical  purpose^  Upper 
Burma  was^  and  seemed  likely  to  remain^  almost  an  undis- 
covered country.  Even  the  great  master  of  annexation,  Lord 
Dalhousie,  talked  and  wrote  of  it  as  "a  worthless  rind/' 
Having  secured  Pegu,  and  consequently  the  entire  delta  of  the 
mighty  Irawady,  why  should  we  increase  our  responsibility  and 
expenditure  by  annexing  what  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  us  a/ 
present  ?  But,  should  '^  the  force  of  circumstances  **  ever 
compel  us  to  do  so,  then,  said  the  Gbvemor-Gteneral,  in  one 
of  his  brilliant  despatches — ''  Let  us  advance  I  ** 

Lord  Dalhousie  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  most  con- 
venient road  to  Western  China  being  through  Upper  Burma,  and 
that  through  Bhamo  (or  Bamo)  the  richest  side  of  the  ''celestial^ 
regions  could  be  tapped.  The  romantic  dreams  of  the  most 
sanguine  have  never  come  up  to  the  reality  which  we  may 
reasonably  expect  when  there  is  a  dear  passage  from  Tunnan 
to  Rangoon.  But  even  had  such  knowledge  been  then  avail- 
able, it  did  not  occur  to  many  who  were  interested  in  Buru 
mese  affairs,  that  our  having  secured  possession  of  Bangoon — 
which  future  Liverpool  of  Chin-Lidia,  or  Bombay  of  the 
Chinese  and  Burman  Empires,  Crawfurd  so  ardently  desired — 
would  prove  the  grand  obstacle  in  the  way  of  opening  com- 
merce with  Western  China.  We  had  taken  up,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  king,  one  trade-monopolising  podticHi;  and  so  the 
Golden  Foot  naturally  seemed  determined  to  take  up  the  other. 
And  thus  began  the  difficulties  which  have  been  encountered 
by  fearless  and  enterprising  travellers  and  explorers,  who 
deserve  all  honour  for  having,  through  the  ''impassaUa^^ 
endeavoured  to  pave  a  road. 

In  the  preface  to  his  goodly  volume,  Dr.  Anderson  informs 
us  that  public  interest  in  the  subject  of  "  the  overland  route 
from  Burma  to  China,''  called  forth  by  the  repulse  of  the 
recent  mission  and  the  well-known  tragedy  which  attended  it, 
suggested  its  publication.     He  hopes  that  his  account  of  the 
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expedition  of  1868,  in  which  he  bore  an  important  part»  will 
be  acceptable  to  clear  the  way  for  the  simple  narratiTe  of  the 
mission  of  1875,  commanded  by  Colonel  Horace  Browne.  The 
difficulties  in  both  cases  were  very  great^  and  such  a  condae 
and  authoritative  statement  of  them  will  assuredly  do  much 
good  by  putting  us  on  our  guard  for  the  future.  We  may  say 
that  the  two  expeditions  to  Western  China  were  most  fortunate 
in  the  selection  of  the  accomplished  writer  to  whom  were 
entrusted  the  scientific  duties  of  medical  officer  and  nataraliat. 
An  excellent  map  of  the  routes  traversed^  and  another  of  South- 
western China^  showing  routes  traversed  and  proposed,  fid- 
lowed  up  by  a  plan  of  Momien  (Teng-Yue-Chow),  confront  the 
reader  as  he  turns  to  the  first  chapter  of  the  narrative,  "  Man- 
dalay  to  Bhamo/'  which  abounds  with  interesting,  if  not 
altogether  new  information.  Rangoon  is  here  most  appro- 
priately mentioned  as  the  port  of  the  great  water  highway  of 
the  Irawady,  boasting  a  trade  which^  during  fifteen  years,  had 
increased  in  annual  value  to  two  million  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  The  commercial  community  of  British  Burma's  capital 
had  long  directed  their  attention  to  the  prospect  of  an  over- 
land trade  with  Western  China^  so  as  to  avoid  the  long  and 
dangerous  voyage  by  the  Straits  and  Indian  Archipelago,  with 
a  view  to  a  direct  and  easy  interchange  of  our  manufiu^toret 
for  the  products  of  rich  and  fertile  provinces  like  Yunnan  and 
Sz-Chuen.  There  was,  and  is,  no  better  way,  in  Dr.  Ander- 
son's opinion,  than  by  the  river  Irawady  and  the  royal  city  of 
Mandalay.     And  here  it  is  important  to  note  that — 

"  Although  before  1867  but  four  English  steamers  with  freight 
had  ascended  the  river  to  the  capital,  harbingers  of  the  numerous 
flotilla  now  plying  in  the  Irawady,  it  was  known  that  a  regular 
traffic  existed  between  Mandalay  and  China,  especially  in  the 
supply  of  cotton  to  the  interior,  which  was  reserved  up  a  royal 
nonopoly." 

Teiifcxal  Albert  Fytche,  in  his  "FourYear**  f\rint..nu.^^Hi„ 

-    rtri^-iaVt   T^nrn-ift  '"  *nform«  ii«  the*  wjipn  he^  -Wj 
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the  chief  commissionersliip^  as  saccessor  to  Sir  Arthur  Phayre, 
in  the  early  part  of  1867^  one  of  his  chief  objects  was  to  open 
up  ^'a  friendly  intercourse  with  the  king/'  and  endeavour^ 
through  Major  Sladen  his  assistant  at  the  Court  of  Mandalay, 
to  remove  all  suspicions^  and  convince  the  Burmese  Govern- 
ment that  our  only  object  was  to  promote  the  material  in- 
terests of  the  two  states  by  mutual  concessions.  At  that  time 
so  little  had  been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  developing  the 
trade  with  Upper  Burma  that  we  need  not  wonder  at  only  four 
merchant  steamers  having  made  their  way  to  Mandalay.  There 
was  evidently  something  wrong  in  the  firaming  of  the  Burmese 
treaty  of  1862^  in  which  the  Government  of  India  desired  Sir 
Arthur  Phayre  to  include^  if  possible^  the  re-opening  of  the 
old  caravan  route  from  Western  China  by  the  town  of  Bhamo, 
and  other  important  concessions.  The  first  object  was  to  be 
efiected  by  the  king's  sanction  to  a  joint  Burmese  and  British 
mission  to  China.  But  this  proposal^  on  which  the  success  of 
our  enterprise  then  and  hereafter  appears  to  have  rested,  was 
not  accepted.  A  direct  trade  with  China  might  be  carried  on 
by  us  through  Upper  Burma,  subject  to  certain  conditions; 
and,  in  1863,  Dr.  Williams — our  former  Besident  at  the  Court 
of  Mandalay — after  a  journey  of  twenty-two  days^  reached 
Bhamo,  with  the  object  of  testing  the  practicability  of  a  trade 
route.  The  Bhamo  routes  were  considered  by  this  other  dis- 
tinguished 'Apolitical''  medical  officer  and  traveller  as  politically^ 
physically,  and  commercially,  the  most  advantageous.  Dr. 
Anderson  informs  us  that  for  twelve  years,  from  18S5,  the  Bur- 
mo-Chinese  trade  in  Bhamo,  which  represented  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  had  almost  entirely  ceased — ^perhqpt 
owing  to  the  effects  of  the  Mohammedan  rebellion  in  funnan. 
To  solve  the  question  of  such  ruin  in  a  grand  local  trade,  the 
Chief  Commissioner,  General  Fytche,  projected  the  expedition, 
which  brings  forth  the  suggestive,  pleasing  remark  from  the 
writer  of  the  present  volume,  that  ''  the  enterprise  might  be 
deemed  one  of  hereditary  interest  to  the  descendant  of  that 
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enterprising  merchant-traveller^  Mr.  Fitch,  who  haa  left  an 
account  of  his  visit  to  Pegu  in  158G/'  This,  on  reference  to  a 
narrative,  we  find  to  be  the  same  Ralph  Fitch  who  with  John 
Newberry  in  1583  led  a  great  scheme  of  English  adventure 
which  had  for  its  object  the  reaching  of  the  Persian  Gulf  (by 
way  of  Aleppo  and  Bagdad),  and  sailing  thence  by  Ormna,  in 
order  to  reach  the  shores  of  Malabar ;  and  who  narratesj  with 
excusable  ignorance  of  the  wonders  of  Hindu  mythology  and 
archaeology,  that,  on  beholding  the  numberless  temples  and 
idols,  some  were  "  like  a  cow,  some  like  a  monkey,  and  some 
like  the  devil  I "  The  proposed  expedition  was  sanctioned  by 
the  Government  of  India  in  September  1867 ;  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  the  departure  of  the  mission,  in  which  Dr.  Ander- 
son took  so  conspicuous  and  interesting  a  part,  should  take 
place  from  Mandalay  in  January  1868.  This  laudable  enter- 
prise, under  Colonel  B.  Sladen,  may  be  justly  considered  the 
first  important  step  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  merchants 
of  England  in  a  quarter  where  it  was  considered  new  fields  of 
commerce  for  manufactures  and  produce  might  be  obtained^ 
thus  helping  to  maintain  the  '*  commercial  status "  of  their 
country. 

Mandalay  reached,  the  minute  description  of  this  Burmese 
city  and  its  suburbs  will  well  repay  perusal ;  for  we  see  at 
once  that  it  is  the  work  of  a  graphic  writer  and  attentive 
obser\'er.  In  fact,  through  the  aid  of  this  volume  we  may  con- 
sider ourselves  in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Foot  for  a  time — the 
land  of  remarkable  fauna,  of  gorgeous  and  fairy-garden-like 
Flora,  and  of  valuable  minerals,  and  with  various  productions 
to  be  utilised  but  barely  yet  discovered.  It  is  also  the  land  of 
a  curious,  lazy,  but  ingenious  people,  whose  contemplative  deity^ 
Gautama — the  Burmese  incarnation  of  Buddha — governs  their 
daily  actions. 

The  fortunes  of  this  now  famous  expedition  were  pretty  well 
known  to  many  readers  long  before  the  appearance  of  the  book 
now  under  notice.     They  may  be  briefly  summarised  in  the 
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following  manuer;  but  it  may  be  well  at  first  to  state^  in  the 
words  of  the  author^  that — 

''  the  citj  properly  called  Mandalaj,  with  its  palace  and  countless 
pagodas,  lies  about  three  miles  from  the  Irawadj,  on  a  rising 
ground  below  the  hill  Mandal^.  It  was  founded,  on  his  accession 
in  1853,  by  the  present  king ;  and  one  of  his  motives  for  quitting 
Ava,  and  selecting  the  new  site,  was  to  remoTe  his  palace  £rom  the 
sight  and  sound  of  British  steamers." 

The  old  capital  has  been  admirably  described  by  Colonel  Yule, 
and  other  writers  before  him^  such  as  Colonel  Symes,  Migor 
Cannings  Captain  Cox^  and  Drs.  Leyden  and  Buchanan,  who 
have  contributed  towards  ^throwing  a  light  on  our  knowledge 
of  the  Burman  Empire.  Dr.  Anderson's  '*  B>eport  on  the 
Expedition  to  Western  Yunan,  vid  Bham6/'  was  first  published 
at  Calcutta  in  1871,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  present 
Narrative  is  devoted  to  a  detailed  account  of  matters  set  forth 
in  that  most  interesting  document.  First,  there  was  the  de- 
parture from  Mandalay,  in  the  middle  of  January  1868,  of 
Major  Sladen,  Captain  Williams,  and  the  author  in  the  King 
of  Burma^s  steamer,  which  also  had  on  board  representativeB  of 
the  commercial  community  of  Rangoon.  Notwithstanding  the 
public  declaration  of  the  Burmese  Government  that  no  steamer 
could  possibly  ascend  the  Irawady  so  fisur  north  as  Bhamo, 
Bhamo  was  reached  with  a  steamer  of  only  three  feet  draught 
without  any  difficulty  in  the  river  navigation,  and  the  expe-» 
dition  was  thus  brought  nine  hundred  miles  firom  their 
starting-point  at  Rangoon,  and  three  hundred  miles  above 
Mandalay.  On  January  22nd  they  had  left  the  beautiful  scenery 
''through  which  the  Irawady  threads  its  course,^'  and  came 
in  sight  of  the  town  of  Bhamo,  situated  in  latitude  24^  16'  N., 
and  longitude  96^  53'  47''  E.  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  two 
or  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Tapeng.  The  region 
between  the  borders  of  Yunnan  and  the  Irawady  at  Bhamo 
had  next  to  be  crossed,  which  region — the  former  battle-ground 
of  Burma  and  China — ^is  said  to  be  the  site  of  the  nine  Shan 
States  mentioned  by  Du  Halde.    The  treachery  of  the  Bur- 
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mesc  soon  became  apparent^  which  the  fearless  Sladen  was 
resolved  to  defeat  by  securing  the  aid  of  the  Elakhyen  chiefs^ 
and — it  was  the  period  of  the  Pauthay  insurrection  in  Western 
China — by  opening  communications  with  the  Panthay  (Moham- 
medan; commander  at  the  Yunnan  frontier  city  of  Momieu. 
This  was  a  most  important  movement  on  the  part  of  Sladen^ 
as  the  very  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  find  out  the  exact 
position  held  by  the  Kakhyens,  Shans^  and  Panthays,  with 
reference  to  the  former  traffic  between  Bhamo  and  Yuimaii. 
Notwithstanding  that  the  Burmese  and  Chinese  (friends  and 
enemies  by  turns,  and  neither  long)  were  opposed  to  the  further 
advance  of  the  party,  they  came  afler  a  variety  of  adventures, 
on  May  26,  in  sight  of  the  walled  city  of  Momien,  distant 
from  Bhamo  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles^  and  the 
nearest  frontier  city  in  Yunnan.  The  town  was  being  con* 
tinually  harassed  by]  forays  of  Chinese  partisan  bands  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  compelled  Major  Sladen  to  think  of  a 
return,  as  he  could  not  proceed  with  any  safety  in  the  direction 
of  the  Panthay  capital  of  Talifoo.  Then  came  the  adventurous 
return,  commenced  on  July  13 ;  and  the  result  of  the  expe- 
dition was  a  vast  deal  of  information  gained,  but  no  commercial 
or  political  eficet.  As  another  attempt  to  explore  the  trade 
routes  to  Western  China,  in  1868,  we  may  here  mention  that 
the  enterprising  and  intelligent  explorer,  Mr.  T.  T.  Cooper, 
endeavoured  "  to  pass  from  the  head-waters  of  the  Yang-tsse- 
Kiang  to  the  northern  frontier  of  Assam,''  but  without  success.* 

*  He  got  nearly  as  far  as  Sadya.    This  excel  lent  and  affable  public  senrant 

eventually,  after  proceeding  in  1876  to  India  from  England,  in  connection  with 

the  Grand  Delhi  Durbar,  wua  murdered  in  April  1878,  while  Political  Agent 

at  Bhamo,  by  a  Hui*man ;  but  no  political  importance  waR  attached  to  the  deed. 

Regarding  the  Asnam  route,  General  Sir  George  Balfour,  M.l'.,  informed  the 

writer  that  he  preferred  the  one  from  AsRam  (Sudya)  to  Sz-Chaen,  in  hU 

opinion  the  proyinco  of  S.W.  China  of  g^atest  importance.     Referring  to 

;ho  adventurous  Chin-Indian  traveller,  Mr.  Cooper,  Sir  George  said  ho  little 

cnew  how  close  ho  was  to  our  settlement.     *'  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  fact  that 

he  Chinese  thought  he  had  come  from  India."    It  is  to  be  hoped  some  othe* 

•cerprising  explorer  will  soon  ur7"e  to  emulate  Cooper  !     T*ie  n>'*'i««^Ji»*»  diffi 
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Among  the  excellent  illustrations  in  Dr.  Anderson's  detailed 
Narrative  will  be  found  one  of  "Kakhyen  Women/'  very 
truthful  and  life-like,  from  a  photograph  by  Major  Williams ; 
an  excellent  view  of  Mandalay^  furnished  by  Colonel  Sladen ; 
and  various  well-executed  sketches^  with  the  photograph  of  ''  a 
posturing  girl  ^'  at  Mandalay^  by  the  author — evidently  a  man 
of  various  and  useful  attainments.  His  book — which  we  cor- 
dially recommend  as  the  best  yet  published  on  the  subjects 
treated — also  contains  the  invaluable  addition  of  an  index, 
with  appendices  including  a  Note  by  Professor  Douglas  on  the 
deities  in  a  Shan  temple,  and  a  vocabulary,  English,  Kakhyen, 
and  Shau,  which  will  amuse  as  well  as  instruct.  It  is  curious 
to  observe  that,  although  the  words  ''oily,''  ''pretty,"  and 
"beautiful,"  are  nearly  all  alike  in  the  Kakhyen  and  Shan 
dialects,  there  is  no  word  for  "  ugly"  to  be  found  therein, 
although  it  appears  in  the  wilder  vocabulary  of  the  Hoiha, 
Shan,  Leesaw,  and  Poloung.  Once  more  turning  to  Bhamo, 
where  Captain  Strover,  in  1869,  was  assistant  political  agent, 
we  have  been  informed  by  a  high  authority  that  the  importance 
of  this  town  has  been  somewhat  over-rated  as  a  trade-mart — 
even  in  its  most  palmy  days,  when  a  Shan  queen  reigned  one 
hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  the  annual  revenue  of  the  district 
not  exceeding  fourteen  lakhs  of  rupees  (one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  pounds).  Here,  where  a  well-informed  writer  states 
"  Burmese  and  CJiinese  influences  commingle,"  we  hope  yet  to 
see  an  exchange-mart  for  the  silk,  copper,  gold,  drags,  and 
textile  fabrics  of  Western  China,  and  for  British  and  Burmese 
staples. 

Regarding  the  second  ill-fated  expedition,  the  narrative  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  last  five  chapters  of  the  present 
volume.  Dr.  Anderson  writes  that,  in  1874, — 

''  Lord  Salisbury,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  decided  to 
seud  a  second  expedition  to  penetrate  China  from  Burma,  and  pass 
through,  if  practicable,  to  Shanghai  To  avoid  possible  misunder- 
standings, and  to  make  it  plain  to  the  Western  Chinese  mandarins 
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that  the  foreign  visitors  were  of  the  same  nation  as  the  Enf^lisli 
who  lived  and  traded  in  the  treat j-ports,  her  Majesty's  MiTii»t<»T 
at  Pekin  was  instructed  to  send  a  consular  official,  duly  furnished 
with  imperial  passports,  to  meet  the  mission  on  the  frontiers  of 
China." 

Mr.  Nov  Klias^  gold-medallist  of  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society,  was  geographer.  The  fate  of  the  yoang,  brave,  and 
most  promising  member  of  the  consular  service^  Mr.  Margaiy^ 
is  too  well  known  to  be  repeated  here ;  but  many  details  of 
this  second  British  mission — subsequently  followed  by  Mr. 
Grosvonor's  to  Yunnan^  under  a  British  escort — are  given  by 
the  author  in  a  manner  which  must  commend  itself  to  all 
well-wishers  of  the  commercial  enterprise  and  of  the  glory  of 
England. 

NOTES. 

Trade  Routes  from  Burma  to  Western  China. 

No  better  signs  of  a  growing  British  interest  in  the  golden  and 
flowery  lands  could  have  been  evinced  than  the  public  meeting 
held  in  February  1870,  in  Westminster,  to  vote  a  resolution  on 
Captain  Spryc's  project  for  opening  up  trade  with  the  ''west 
of  China  and  intermediate  Shan  States  of  Burma  by  the  direct 
land  route  from  Rangoon  to  Kiang-PIung  '^ ;  and  trade  with 
China  (in  connection  with  Major  Sladen's  official  report  of  his 
expedition  to  explore  the  trade  routes  to  China  via  Bhamo^  in 
February  18G8,  printed  at  the  British  Burmese  Press  in  1869) 
forming  the  subject  of  a  clear  and  exhaustive  leading  article  in 
one  of  the  London  daily  journals.*  The  latter  authority^  with 
reference  to  "  the  recent  discussion  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
commerce  should  be  conducted  between  England  and  the 
highest  population  on  earth's  surface/'  considers  that  such 
"  has  lent  peculiar  interest  to  a  report  of  recent  exploration^ 
which  is  in  itself  most  fascinating/'  The  report,  it  was  believed^ 
vnntd  be  shortly  laid  before  Parliament.    The  easiest  way  u 
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the  great  markets  of  China  may  yet  form  a  leading  subject 
of  debate.  "  The  object  of  the  movement/'  says  the  journalist, 
^*  was  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  a  route  which  would 
place  fifty  millions  of  the  most  flourishing  and  active  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Celestial  Empire  within  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks'  reach  of  the  Bengal  Gulf,  and  thus  diminish  by  one- 
fifth  the  time  and  labour  consumed  in  bringing  Chinese  pro- 
ducts by  the  eastern  sea-board/'  The  expedition  started  from 
Bhamo,  a  town  nine  .hundred  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Irawady,  "  which  is  navigable  for  ships  of  average  burthen  all 
the  way/'  The  Dutch  and  English  had  trading  stations  at 
Bhamo  just  three  centuries  ago.  "The  old  tracks  of  commerce 
have  been  obliterated  simply  because  the  King  of  Burma's 
Ministers  have  sought  to  feed  their  own  public  and  private 
revenue  by  forcing  trade  to  follow  the  long  land  route  from 
Yunnan  to  Mandalay,  that  they  might  extort  ample  protection 
fees  from  the  caravans."  From  the  western  frontier  of  China 
the  distance  by  caravan  to  Bhamo  is  but  five  or  six  days; 
thence  down  the  Irawady  by  steamer,  twelve  days  more,  which 
"  immensely  greater  facilities  of  conveyance  "  Major  Sladen  is 
said  to  have  "  practically  opened."  In  parting  with  the  ex- 
plorers, the  London  journalist  highly  eulogises  Major  Sladen, 
to  "  whose  undaunted  courage  and  exhaustless  invention  of 
tactics,  science  and  commerce  owe  so  much,"  and  Dr.  Anderson 
and  Lieutenant  Bowers,  his  "  loyal  and  able  assistants."  It 
was  to  Colonel  Fytchc  (Chief  Commissioner)  that  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  above  expedition  were  entrusted,  and  he  persuaded 
the  King,  during  his  mission  to  Mandalay,  to  take  considerable 
interest  in  it.  "  On  the  return  of  the  mission  from  Momien," 
the  General  writes  in  his  new  work, "  with  a  view  to  strengthen 
the  belief  in  the  reality  of  our  intentions  to  endeavour  to 
resuscitate  trade,  and  to  maintain  communication  with  the 
Kakhyen  and  Shan  chiefs,  and  the  Panthay  Government,  an 
English  political  agent  was  at  once  appointed  to  Bhamo ;  which 
contingency  had  been  provided  for  in  my  treaty  of  1867  with 


364  OUK    BCUMESE    WAR8. 

the  King  of  Burma/'     We  must  not  omit  to  mention  in  ooDp 
ncciiou  with  the  trade  routes  to  South-west  diinay  the  Tiiit 
of  the  Burmese  Embassy  to  England  in  1871-72.   The  Bunneie 
Envoy  Extraordinary  made  a  special  visit  to  Halifiix,  famed  fyt 
its  Chamber  of  Commerce.     The  council  presented  him  with  an 
address^  alluding  to  the  fertile  lands  of  Burma  as  affording 
great  inducements  for  the  spread  of  commerce  and  agricaltnie. 
They  now  wished  the  Golden  Foot  to  open  up  a  commercial 
highway  to  the  unlimited  resources  of  Western  China.     The 
Envoy   Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Burma  replied  : — "  In  reference  to  fhe 
question  of  trade  routes  through  Burma  to  Western  China,  I 
need  merely  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  other  places,  that  Hia 
Majesty  the  King  of  Burma  is  most  anxious  to  promote,  hj 
every  means  in  his  power^  any  matured  and  feasible  plan  which 
has  this  object  in  view.     But  in  regard  to  the  route  to  which 
you  advert,  commonly  known  as  Captain  Sprye's  route,  I  wonld 
remark  that  as  the  line  passes  through  an  insignificant  portion 
of  the  King  of  Burma's  territory,  the  responsibility  of  opening 
it  out  cannot  fairly  be  laid  upon  His  Majesty/*  * 

It  may  here  be  interesting  to  say  a  few  words  regarding 

The  Shan  Tribes. 

The  Shans^  or  Shyans^  are  di\dded  into  many  tribea. 
The  population  used  to  be  little  short  of  three  millions,  of 
which  vast  number  a  considerable  portion  owed  allegiance  to 
the  King  of  Ava.  They  are  considered  to  be  the  parent  stock 
of  both  Assamese  and  Siamese. 

A  Shan  camp  appeared  not  far  distant  from  the  ancient  walla 


*  On  February  28 tb,  1873,  a  deputation  from  the  AsBociated  ChamberB  of 

Commerce  waited  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (His  Grace  the  Daks 

of  Argyll),  to  urge  the  completion  of  the  surrey  of  a  line  of  railway  from 

Rangoon  to  the  frontier  of  China.    The  deputation  was  introduced  by  Mr. 

^V1litwoll,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Baincs,  M.P.,  explained.    Mr.  Haigh,  of  the  Hnddenfield 

"*hamber,   and  Mr.  T.  T.  Ormerod  and  Mr.  John  Crossley,  of  the  Halifft* 

'hi»»iiber,  also  spoke.    The  Duke  was  not  averse  to  the  survey,  bnt-  -^"  k-^^^ 

.i^<\/ti    <■  '-!»«>  o^i'^^iun  of  if  "  fi^llifio  on  T'ldiau  rovoT»"**ji  *' 
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of  Toungoo.  These  desceudants  of  Magog — ^it  is  presumed 
they  are  such — originally  from  Chinese  Tartary,*  or,  it  may  be, 
leaving  the  country  of  Japheth  and  proceeding  to  the  more 
southern  possessions  of  Shem ; — ^the  descendants  of  Shem  who 
inhabited  the  mighty  region  of  Thibet,  from  whose  mountains 
the  Burmese  are  said  eventually  to  have  poured  down — ^these 
descendants  of  what  Patriarch  you  will,  who  flourished  after 
the  flood  when  ''  the  whole  earth  was  of  one  language  and  of 
one  speech,^'  are  apt  to  strike  one  as  carrying  a  strange  interest 
along  with  them,  retaining  as  they  do  much  of  that  simplicity 
in  habits  which  was  peculiar  to  the  elder  world.  They  had 
some  very  fine  bullocks,  with  other  merchandise,  which  they 
were  about  to  expose  for  sale  in  the  Maulmain  market.  The 
import  trade  from  the  Shan  States — ^which  lie  along  the  eastern 
frontier  of  Northern  Burma — ^into  the  capital  of  the  Tenasserim 
Provinces,  not  along  ago  consisted  of  cattle  (cows  and  bullocks), 
elephants,  ponies,  gold  leaf,  lacquered  boxes,  cotton  doth,  and 
other  valuable  articles  of  traffic,  amounting  annually  to  little 
less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  rupees  (thirty* 
two  thousand  pounds),  while  about  a  lakh  of  rupees  worth 
(ten  thousand  pounds)  of  our  manufactures  found  their  way  to 
them.  There  are  Siamese  Shans  and  Burmese  Shans,  the 
former  having  no  afiection  for  the  latter ;  but  both  we  beUeva 
to  be  equally  hostile  to  the  throne  of  Ava.  Independence 
seems  to  be  the  ruling  principle  of  aU  the  Shans.  We  read,  not 
long  ago,  a  sensible  opinion,  that  a  good  understanding  should 
exist  between  the  British  Indian  Government  and  the  Shan  Statea 
with  regard  to  reciprocal  acts  of  accommodation  and  courtesy. 
Zimmay  had  thrown  off  its  allegiance  to  Ava  and  boasted  a 
considerable  army,  including  two  hundred  and  fifty  elephants ; 
the  writer^  therefore,  thought  the  political  connection  between 
us  and  the  Shan  States  should  be  placed  on  some  sure  footing. 


*  The  Tartan  to  this  day  are  a  wild  and  wandering  raoe,  liTing  in  moamp* 
ments  of  moveable  tents,  which  they  carry  from  place  to  place.  Hie  Shans 
may  have  been  a  more  civilised  tribe,  fond  of  trafflo. 
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Productive  Capacity  op  the  Shan  Countubs. 

Town  qf  Bamo,  and  Trade. 

With  a  view  to  strongtliening  the  commercial  interests  of  Eng- 
land in  Chin-India,  the  author  of  this  work  thinks  a  few 
notes  regarding  the  Shan  Countries,  north  and  east  of  Ava, 
will  be  of  use  at  the  present  time.  They  are  from  an  excellent 
paper  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  S.  F.  Hannay^  published  in  the 
Records  of  the  Bengal  Government,  1857. 

The  productive  capacities  of  the  regions  inhabited  by  tlie 
Shan  tribes  arc  great,  particularly  Siam  and  the  territories  east 
and  north  of  it.  In  Siam  proper,  great  impulse  has  been  given 
to  industry  by  the  Chinese  settlers  on  the  rich  delta  of  the 
Mcnam  river,  and  sugar,  cotton,  with  rice  and  pepper  of  a 
superior  quality,  form  most  important  items  in  the  extensive 
export  trade  between  Bankok  and  some  of  the  maritime 
Chinese  ports,  and  more  particularly  the  island  of  Hainan. 

Vegetable  Productions, — The  lower  ranges  of  the  hills  bound- 
ing the  Mcnam,  CamlK>dia,  and  their  tributary  streams,  are 
covered  with  forests,  with  valuable  timber  such  as  teak  and 
rose-wood  ;  bcsidirs  various  drugs,  spices,  dye-woods  and  gums. 
Among  the  hitter  may  be  reckoned  gamboge^  cardamums, 
saffron,  red-wood,  and  sandal-wood.  Large  quantities  of  stic-lac 
are  produced,  both  in  the  lower  Laos  and  the  Shan  States,  west 
of  the  Salween  river,  under  Burma,  which  find  their  way  to 
Rangoon  and  Moulmein  (Manlmain).  The  tea-plant  is  exten- 
sively cultivated  by  the  Polongs,  in  the  hilly  region  of  the 
Moongmect  and  Scnvee  Province,  under  Burma;  and  it  may 
here  be  worthy  of  notice  that  the  tea-plant  of  the  Polongs  is 
identical  with  that  of  Assam,  both  being  distinct  from  that  of 
China.  The  Polongs  arc  the  manufacturers  of  leing  or  lepek, 
a  preparation  of  the  tea-leaf  which  is  much  esteemed  by  the 
Burnian"  ^'^'^  ^'^^'^u  on  all  occasions  as  a  condiment,  «"^»«of5mAc 
-ipr  '\    w         ,    a  th**  young  twigs  and  leaves  of  iu^    '"^  *^»^ 
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when  the  process  is  complete^  it  is  packed  into  large  bamboo 
baskets  and  taken  to  Burma  proper  (Upper  Burma)  ^  where  it 
is  exposed  for  sale  in  every  bazaar,  from  Ava  to  Bangoon^  and 
is  thus  visible  in  masses  about  the  size  of  half-a-dosen  bricks^ 
lying  generally  on  a  board,  being  of  sufficient  compactness  to 
allow  of  the  vendor  cutting  off  with  a  dhi  or  large  knife  as 
much  as  may  be  purchased.  Tea  also,  of  a  coarse  Bohea  kind, 
is  manufactured  by  the  Polongs  ;  this  is  brought  in  round 
hard  balls  cemented  together,  by  paddy  starch-water,  and  also 
in  a  loose  state  in  large  baskets^  the  latter  principally  by  land 
on  ponies  or  mules,  and  both  are  sold  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

To  the  above  vegetable  productions  may  be  added  fibres  of 
the  most  useful  kind  to  the  people  themselves,  amongst  which 
ia  the  pan,  identical  with  the  grass  doth  plant  of  China  and 
rheea  of  Assam.  Silk  is  also  produced  by  the  Shans,  thongh 
the  best  kinds  come  from  China. 

Minerals. — ^The  Shan  territories  are  rich  in  mineraL  In 
Siam  proper  and  the  tributary  states  of  the  Laos  there  are 
ores  of  tin,  antimony,  lead,  and  abundance  of  iron.  In  the 
north-east  comer  of  the  Province  of  Moongmeet  is  ntnated 
the  celebrated  Bandwen,  or  silver  mine,  which  belongs  to  the 
Eling  of  Ava,  but  it  appears  to  be  worked  by  the  Chinese,  who 
probably  rent  it  either  from  that  monarch  or  from  the  dependent 
Shan  Toobwa  (Chobwa) ,  or  Prince,  in  whose  territory  it  lies.  Of 
its  productiveness  little  can  be  said,  as  the  Burmese  are  jealous 
of  foreigners  knowing  about  their  supplies  of  this  metal. 

About  twenty-five  miles  south  of  the  town  of  Moongmeet, 
and  sixty  north  and  east  of  the  Burmese  capital  (Ava),  are 
situated  the  celebrated  ruby  and  sapphire  localitiesi  called 
Mogaut  and  Kyatpen,  and  not  Capellan  as  hitherto  written,  and 
supposed  to  be  in  the  kingdom  of  Pegu.  In  Colonel  Hannay 
we  have  another  witness  to  the  fact  that  the  mineral  resources 
of  the  Shan  territories  immediately  north  of  Ava  are  not  so 
well  known,  little  being  done  by  the  Burmese  to  bring  to  light 
the  natural  riches  of  their  country  in  this  respect.     [It  has 
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been  already  mentioned  that  eighty  miles  nearly  east  of  Maa^ 
dalay,  about  fifty  miles  south-west  of  Theinnee,  is  Thekbo,  with 
hilly  spots,  and  that  from  the  latter  place  the  present  Gt>lden  Foot 
takes  his  name,  probably  inheriting  his  extravagant  notions 
from  the  wealthy  nats  (evil  spirits)^  from  a  conntry  so  rich  in 
minerals,  continually  surrounding  him  !  ] 

The  situation  of  tlie  Chinese  Mart  of  Bamo^  on  the  Upper 
Irawady,  is  thus  described  : — It   is  also   styled   Manmo,   and 
is  in  lat.  21''  12'  and  97""  of  E.  long.,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.     It  is  the  modern  capital  of  the  old  Shan  province  of 
that  name,  extending  north  as  far  as  lat.  25^,  bounded  on  the 
cast  by  the  great  black  mountains  of  the  Chinese^  which  se- 
parate the  Burmese  territories  from  Yunnan.     It  is  interesting 
to   note  that   this   residence  of  a  Burmese   governor  and  his 
under    officers   appears   to  have  had  a  double  influence — the 
district  and  its  laud  revenue  having  been  (1857)  in  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  Queens  of  the  King  of  Ava,  a  sister  of  the  Tapan 
Rajali  of  Assam.     The  amount  of  revenue,  including  the  duties 
at  the  principal  and  inferior  marts,  used  to  be  three  lakhs  of 
rupees  (thirty  thousand  pounds).     Bamo  was  thus  described  in 
183G : — "  I  find   that  this  is  a  modern  town,  erected  on  the 
banks  of  the  Irawady,  for  the  convenience  of  water  carriage 
between  it  and  Ava.     The  old  Shan  town  of  Manmo^  or  Banmo, 
is  situated  two  days^  journey  up  the  Tipan  river,  which  SeJIs 
into  the  Irawady,  about  a  mile  above  the  new  town  of  Bamo  or 
Zee-thect  Zcit,  or  new  mart  landing  place.    This  modem  town 
is  situated  on  high  unequal  ground,  and  the  bank  toward  the 
river  is  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  in  height  and  composed  of  day. 
With  the  exception  of  Ava  and  Rangoon  it  is  the  largest  place 
I  have  seen  in  Burma,  and  not  excepting  these  places  I  cer- 
tainly think  it  the  most  interesting.     ...     I  felt  as  if  I 
vere  almost  in  a  civilised  land  again,  when  I  found  m^w»lf 
>»'T^ongst  fair-coraplexioned  people,  wearing  jackets  and  f-^'v- — 
,Tfpr  '^Ping  accustomed  to  the  harsh  features  and  parti-co«*  -*— 
.,  -^,    .      ho  "B"'*maTis      The  poopl*^   T   saw  wf^i^  nhinf--,. 
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the  province  of  Yunuan,  and  Shans  from  the  Shan  provinces 
subject  to  China.  Bamo  is  said  to  contain  one  thousand  five 
hundred  houses^  but  including  several  villages  which  join  it^ 
I  should  say  it  contained  two  thousand^  at  least  two  hun- 
dred of  which  are  inhabited  by  Chinese.  Besides  the  perma- 
nent population  of  Bamo^  there  are  always  a  great  number 
of  strangers  there,  Chinese^  Shans,  Polongs,  and  Ehykhyens 
(Eakhyeus),  who  either  come  to  make  purchases^  or  to 
be  hired  as  workmen.  There  are  also  a  great  number  of 
Assamese,  both  in  the  town  and  the  villages^  amongst 
whom  are  several  members  of  the  Tapan  or  Assam  Rajah's 
family." — ^The  Chinese  import  trade  with  Bamo  is  great  in 
the  month  of  December.  Save  for  the  floods^  there  might  be 
constant  intercourse  with  Yunnan.  Among  the  articles  im- 
ported into  Burma  are  raw  silk^  rich  China  silks,  velvets,  and 
gold,  all  of  which  are  taken  to  the  capital.  The  transit  of 
cotton  is  periodical,  and  large  boats  are  employed  in  it. 


V. 

The  Value  op  Upper  Burma. 

In  a  country — the  old  Burmese  Empire— where  all  ranb 
official,  a  royal  monopoly  of  riches  was  only  considered  natural. 
To  the  northward  of  Ava,  there  were  (and,  doubtless,  are  still) 
mines  of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones — rubies  and  sapphires 
of  the  finest  description — but,  as  all  mines  throughout  the 
kingdom  formed  one  of  the  numerous  royal  monopolies,  and 
were  only  worked  at  particular  times,  by  special  order  from 
the  Golden  Foot  (one  of  whose  titles  is — ''  Proprietor  of  the 
Mines  of  Rubies,  Gold,  and  Silver ''),  the  nation  derived  little 
benefit  from  their  existence.  No  specie,  however  plentiful  it 
might  be,  was  permitted  to  be  exported ;  and  this  formed  one 
great  drawback  to  the  trade  with  Ava.  ''  The  merchants,  un- 
able to  carry  ofi*  all  their  profits  or  returns  in  produce,  were 
often  under  the  necessity  of  suspending  their  sales,  even  when 

24 
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the  Hrmniul  was  greatest^  and  the  native  merchants  ready  to 
pay  for  their  goods  in  silver  or  gold^  or  to  Bmuggle  the  numef 
into  vessels,  at  a  great  risk  of  seizure  and  consequent  forfeituze.^ 
— Vast  sums  were  annually  expended  in  building  and  gilding 
pagodas^  in  which  images  of  Gautama^  made  of  solid  {gold,  were 
frequently  buried.  It  was  difficulty  after  the  capture  of  Ban- 
goon,  and  our  occupation  of  other  strongholds,  to  keep  the 
Europeans  from  breaking  into  the  pagodas  to  discover  this 
treasure.  In  the  large  gilt  wooden  images — some  of  them 
not  unlike  those  of  Assyria — frequently  splendid  rubies  were 
found.  If  this  were  the  case  in  Lower^  what  might  we  not 
find  in  Upper  Burma  ?  Truly  the  mineralogy  of  the  oonntry 
is  rich^  abundant^  and  various ;  and^  if  properly  worked  under 
British  protection  and  enterprise^  would  pay  off  at  least  half  of 
the  whole  debt  of  India  within  the  present  century  I 

Gold* 

It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  Upper  Burma  is  not 
rich  in  itself  as  rei2:ards  this  metal,  but  there  would  seem  to 
be  good  grounds  for  supposing  that  it  exists  very  extensively. 
In  former  years  the  gold  used  in  the  country  was  imported 
from  China  to  the  extent  of  some  four  hundred  or  five  hundred 
viss  annually,  but  the  imports  have  considerably  decreased 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Mahomedan  rebellion  in 
Yunnan,  and  now  do  not  exceed  two  hundred  viss  per  annum^ 
the  deficiency  being  imported  from  Rangoon.  It  is  an  article 
tliat  is  greatly  used  in  the  decorative  art^  and  appears  to  be 
generally  plentiful. 

In  the  Mogoung  district  there  would  seem  to  be  a  gold-fiield 


*  Fi*om  a  valuable  Memorandum  by  Captain  6.  A.  Strorer,  Political  Agent, 
t^andalaj,  on  the  Metals  and  Minerals  of  Upper  Burma.  The  Chief  Commis- 
liopfii    »«'"  ^«»i1a4  f'*"  *  ^epo*^-  on  t*"'    iii»»«**«»'    -*»««"«»*»•   tf  ".i*^  /«rMit|f.«-y_  AdfC 
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that,  if  properly  worked,  would  prove  very  productive.  Some 
years  ago,  a  Mr.  Oolding,  of  Australian  experience,  contracted 
with  the  Eling  to  work  one  square  mile  of  this  field  for  a  sum 
of  twenty-five  thousand  rupees  annually,  for  ten  years,  but 
unfortimately  the  district  proved  to  be  malarious  and  Mr. 
Oolding  succumbed  to  fever;  he,  however,  pronounced  the 
fields  to  be  equal  to  any  in  Australia,  if  not  better.  I  am  not 
aware  that  he  succeeded  in  procuring  much  gold.  Since  then 
no  attempt  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  Burmese  Govern- 
ment to  work  the  mines. 

To  the  north-east  of  Mandalay,  in  the  Shan  States,  there  is 
another  field  of  gold.  My  information  tends  to  show  that  here 
again,  with  energy  and  enterprise^  considerable  quantities  of 
gold  could  be  extracted,  and  the  mines  prove  very  productive ; 
but  the  locality  at  present  is  malarious^  and  but  little  gold  is 
procured. 

At  Thayet-pein-yua,  near  the  Myit-Nyay^  on  the  road  to 
Pyoungshoo,  to  the  south-east  of  Mandalay^  the  gold  quarts  is 
found  in  abundance,  the  ree&  cropping  up  from  the  ground, 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  very  valuable  gold-mines 
are  in  existence,  and  could  be  worked  and  developed  with 
little  trouble.  A  Shan  lately  procured  from  here  a  piece  of 
quartz,  three  and  a  half  pounds  in  weight,  that  produced  exactly 
two  and  a  half  ticals  of  gold. 

In  the  Yaw  district,  to  the  south-west  of  Mandalay,  gold  is* 
obtained  in  fair  quantities  in  the  alluvial  deposits ;  it  exists  at 
Sagaing,    Kannee,  Sein-joo,   and  is   also  obtained  from  the 
Kycend-wcen  river,  and,  indeed,  it  is  procurable  firom  the  sands 

* 

of  most  of  the  streams  between  Mandalay  and  Mogoung.  The 
natural  conclusion  from  this  profusion  of  gold  in  the  rivers  and 
streams  of  Upper  Burma  is  that  it  exists  in  large  quantities 
in  situ  somewhere,  and,  as  I  have  explained,  this  is  the  casei 
and  doubtless  there  are  more  deposits  that  have  not  been 
discovered. 
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Silver 
Is  found  in  many  localities  in  the  Shan  States  to  the  e«t  of 
the  Irawady  river,  but  the  most  prolific  mines  are  those  sita- 
ated  at  Bawyine,  Kyouktch  and  Toung-byne,  near  Theeban,  to 
the  north-east  of  Mandalay.     It  is  mixed  with  lead,  and  is,  in 
fact^  a  rich  argentiferous  galena.    One  mine,  the  Kampanee, 
will  yield  as  much  as  forty  ticals  of  silver  and  twenty-five  visa 
of  lead  from  one  basket  of  the  orc^  while  the  poorest  mine  gives 
four  ticals  of  silver  and  thirty  viss*  of  lead.    Other  mines  exist, 
such  as  the  Bandween^  Bandweengyee^  and  Sagaing.    The  metal 
is  also  found  in  other  towns  unmixed  with  lead.    The  supply 
of  silver  obtained  hitherto  has  been  sufficient  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  country  in  conjunction  with  the  imports  from 
Yunnan. 

Copper. 

This  metal  is  found  in  the  Shan  States^  but  is  not  worked. 
It  is  also  found  at  Kolen-royo  and  Sagaing ;  at  Bawyine  and 
Kolen-myo  the  malachite  appears  to  be  of  a  rich  description. 
Tlie  copper  rosoui'ces  of  the  Shan  States  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  ever  utilised  to  any  extent^  and  the  deposits,  which  seem 
to  be  almndant,  remain  as  nature  placed  them.  The  Sagaing 
mines  were  worked  in  former  times  by  Chinese,  but  many  years 
have  elapsed  since  they  were  abandoned.  The  siurface  ore  is 
not  promising.  Moat  of  the  copper  used  in  Upper  Burma 
is  imported  from  China.  It  is  plentiful  in  the  province  of 
Yunnan. 

Iron. 

Iron  abounds  in  the  Shan  States,  and  the  district  of  Pagan, 
to  the  south  of  Mandalay,  is  noted  for  it.  A  manufactoxy 
exists  on  a  rough  and  ready  scale  in  this  district  at  Pohpah- 
Toung,  but  the  out-turn  is  inconsiderable.  To  the  west  of 
Sagaing,  for  miles  up  the  Irawady  river,  the  ore  abounds a 


*^«  Tiecal  i*»  p  Chinese  weiirht,  of  ahont44  cfnnr'^.  *»»d  t^«  vf*-  ^   rvt^t*** 
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rich  hematite.  His  Majesty  is  now  procuring  iron- works  from 
England,  and  will  before  long  have  a  large  foundry,  with 
all  the  requisite  machinery,  erected  and  at  work  at  Sagaing. 
The  surface  hematite  alone  will  feed  it  for  years  to  come,  if 
worked. 

Two  mining  engineers  are  now  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
works,  and  expect  to  proceed  to  Sagaing  soon  to  commence 
operations. 

Lead 

Is  found  in  abundance  in  the  Shan  States,  and  is  extracted 
from  galena.  Considerable  quantities  of  this  metal  could  be 
obtained  if  such  were  desired.  At  present  moderate  supplies  are 
procured,  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  land.  It  is 
also  imported  from  Yunnan. 

Tin. 

This  metal  exists  in  the  Shan  States  to  the  south-east  of 
Mandalay,  but  the  mines  have  never  been  worked.  The  tin 
consumed  in  the  country  now  is  all  imported. 

Platinum 

Is  said  to  exist  in  the  Shan  States,  and  it  seems  probaUe 
that  it  does  exist,  but  I  have  no  reliable  information  on  this 
poiDt. 

Graphite 

Is  found  to  the  east  of  Nat-taik  in  large  quantities  on  a  low 
range  of  hills  near  the  village  Nyoke-toke.    It  is  not  utiUsed. 

Coal. 

This  mineral  is  known  to  exist  at  Thingadaw,  about  seventy 
miles  above  Mandalay,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Irawady ; 
at  Shuaygoo  below  Bamo ;  at  Meimbaloung  in  the  Shan  States 
east  of  Mandalay ;  to  the  south-west  of  Mandalay  in  the  Taw 
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district,  at  Yni^naw,  vnst  of  Nat-taik.  It  is  fonnd  at  Pagm 
and  Sliimpa<?uhy  mid  it  is  probable  that  it  exists  near  Menhla 
and  Yoynaui;yoiin<^.  At  Thin^daw  the  coal  has  been  ex- 
tracted, but  it  is  of  an  inferior  description,  and  more  resembles 
lignite  than  the  true  mineral  coal.  An  attempt  was  lately 
made  hen;  to  ascertain  tlic  productiveness  of  the  coal-beds.  It 
is  nearly  (\rtain  that  plenty  of  coal  exists  in  the  localitj,  and 
a  few  more  borings  would  probably  prove  this.  The  coal-bed 
in  the  Shan  States,  at  !Mcimbaloung^  contains  the  true  mineral 
coal,  and  conscMjuently  a  valuable  coal.  It  has  been  inspected 
by  an  experienced  mining  engineer,  and  highly  approved  of  as 
equal  to  the  best  Knglish  (*oal.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the 
beds  arc  extensive,  but  unfortunately  the  distance  inland  is 
great,  and  no  easy  means  arc  available  for  transporting  the 
coal  to  the  low  lands ;  indeed,  the  only  method  at  present  is  by 
floating  it  down  mountain  streams  and  rapids  on  rafts,  which 
entails  considerable  risk  and  loss  of  c*oal.  European  skill  and 
enterprise  would  soon  make  a  safe  route  of  one  description  or 
another  if  really  required  by  the  Government ;  it  remains  at 
present,  with  neiphbouring  wealth,  where  nature  placed  U, 
awaiting  "  development  in  times  to  come." — May  the  time  for 
such  development  soon  arrive  !* 

VI. 

Summary  or  Events  from  1826  to  1879,  with  a  Sketch 

OF  King  Tiieebau's  Progress. 

The  royal  house  of  Burma  has  long  been  distinguished  for 
surprises  as  well  as  monopolies.  From  the  golden  capital  of 
the  "  Lord  of  Earth  and  Air/'  wondrous  tales  have  proceeded ; 
and  within  it,  all  of  a  sudden,  changes  and  ^'  deeds  of  dreadful 
note,''  from  time  to  time,  have  taken  place,  excelling  in  inten- 


•  Jade  and  ambor,  Kulpliur,  saltpotro,  rubioR,  Rapphiros,  garnets,  4o.,  Balt^ 
ind  petroleum  (tlio  valmiblo  and  useful  mineral  oil),  nearh  ^'"nplete  Captam 
'^trover'8  inter«»8tinjjr  liflt.     Six  years  ago   the   total   puppi-     )f  ear*^-oil  az 
Ipper   Burr^*      ""S  nearly   11,000  tons  per  annum.     ^»*  ••       .  S/*ir     T«w-^ 
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sity  all  that  we  have  read  of  in  the  history  of  other  Asiatic 

kingdoms.    Kind  British  advice  has  always  been  thrown  away 

on  such  absolute  and  arrogant  monarchs.    Alompra^  upwards 

of  a  century  ago^  although  hard  pressed  during  the  conquest  of 

Pegu^  despised  our  assistance^  and  would  have  nothing  to  say 

to  us;  and  the  great  founder  of  the  reigning  dynasty  died^ 

destined  to  have  successors  under  whom  there  would  be  frequent 

revolts  and  massacres^  and  who  would  some  day  give  us  much 

anxiety  and  trouble. 

A  French  writer  of  celebrity  has  well  and  truly  said^  that  we 

preserve  the  memory  of  bad  princes^  as  we  record  fires^  plagues^ 

and  inundations.     Sbakspeare^  in  "  King  John/'  alluding  to 

the  evil  purposes  of  kings^  deems  it  their  curse  to  be  surrounded 

by  slaves  who  servilely  execute  their  orders^  even  to  breaking 

into  '^  the  bloody  house  of  life '' — 

''  And,  on  the  winking  of  authority^ 
To  understand  a  law,  to  know  the  meaning 
Of  dangerous  majesty  "... 

when  it  has  resulted  from  the  king's  humour  rather  than  from 
deliberate  consideration.  To  be  thus  charitable  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  rapid  sketch  of  a  genuine  Burman  monarch's 
progress^  and  give  King  Theebau*  the  fiiU  benefit  of  the  woird 
'^humour/'  is  all  that  can  be  advanced  in  his  behalf;  while 
even  that  vanishes  when  we  think^  with  regard  to  this  King^ 
of  the  poet's  truthful  lines : — 

''How  oft  the  sight  of  means  to  do  ill-deeds 
Makes  ill-deeds  done ! '' 

We  then  pause^  and  ponder  on  one  who  has  for  some  monthB 
traded  in  cruelty — a  creature  without  a  shadow  of  remorse- 
till  at  length  we  feel  a  natural  anxiety  to  behold  the  spirit  of 
some  murdered  innocent  rush  forward^  as  a  Nemesis  from  the 
unseen  worlds  to  avenge  the  foul  massacre  I 

K  we  are  wrong,  and  it  be  true  that^  but  for  the  effects  of 


•  Or  Thebaw,  or  Theebaw ;  but  the  above  is  pzobablj  the  most  ooneot 
spelling,  as  nearest  to  the  Burmese  Thetbo,  the  prinoipali^. 
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drinking,  and  evil  counsellors  or  agents  being  by^  the  mnrden 
"  had  not  come  into  his  mind/'  then  we  may  be  too  severe; 
but  still  wc  have  been  enabled  to  bring  forth  firom  Chin-India 
— what  well-meaning  but  not  generally  practical  temperanoe 
philanthropists  should  make  capital  of — ^the  important  iact  of 
murder  and  drinking  being  combined  in  lands  other  than  our 
own! 

"More  massacres  !"—'' The  King  still  drinking  I'' — Such, 
from  the  beginning  of  1879^  has  been  an  occasional  burden  of 
the  telegrams  and  letters  which  have  arrived  firom  Mandalay. 
The  thirst  for  blood  and  gin  appeared  to  be  equally  nnquench- 
ablc ;  and  the  proverbial  wish  of  the  Dutchman,  in  the  old 
song,  regarding  his  depth  of  draught  of  the  national  apirit,  had 
at  length  found  a  counterpart  in  that  of  King  Theban.  The 
progress  of  such  a  man  is  worth  recording. 

Hogarth's  "  Rake's  Progress/'  with  all  the  terrible  ideas 
which  surround  it^  is,  perhaps,  about  the  mildest  edition  of  this 
king  that  could  be  conceived.  Allowing  for  the  difference  of 
civilisation  of  the  two  countries,  we  mourn  over  the  dissipated 
and  cruel  Asiatic,  with  so  many  grand  opportunities^ — legion  in 
comparison  with  those  of  Hogarth's  rake — and  think  what 
good  he  might  have  done — what  firm  and  profitable  relations 
he  might  have  established  with  the  British  Crovemment — how, 
in  short,  he  might  have  become  a  noble  character^  with  all  the 
"  divinity " — in  Burma  the  kings  are  intimately  related  to 
Gautama  !  * — "  which  doth  hedge  a  king  !  ''  Before  chro- 
nicling such  a  progress,  let  us  give  a  brief  summary  of  various 
important  events.  It  will  suffice  for  our  present  purpose  to 
commence  with  Phagyi-dau,  one  of  Thcbau's  ancestors^  a 
haughty  and  overbearing  king,  whose  arrogant  conduct  forced 
on  the  First  Burmese  War.    The  influence  possessed  over  him 


*  Tbo  head  of  the  Burmese  religion — au  incamatiou  of  Buddha,  which 
•ignifies  "'wisdom/'  "enlightened."  Strange  enough,  Gautama  is  a  sain^ 
't>  t.Kc  RnmAn  calendar.    Pity  that  the  King  is  someHm**  «o  nw^***"*!,^  i^c  \., 


-^i 
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by  his  queen  has  been  attributed  to  sorcery ;  and^  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  reign^  he  suffered  much  firom  hypochondria^  and  at 
length  became  insane.* 

It  is  important  to  remark  at  the  present  time  that  the  ''  yital 
clause ''  in  the  Yandaboo  Treaty  of  1826  was  that  referring  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Resident  or  Envoy  at  the  capital.  In 
1830,  when  Major  Bumey  was  sent  to  Ava  as  Envoy,  he  re- 
ported unfavourably  of  the  proposal  to  have  a  permanent 
representative  at  the  Burmese  Court.  It  was,  he  very  shrewdly 
thought,  with  such  regal  material  on  the  throne,  sure  to  pro- 
duce irritation,  and,  perhaps,  eventual  disaster. 

The  efforts  made  to  open  up  good  relations,  or  ''  a  genuine 
and  sympathetic  intercourse  with  the  ruler  '*  (above  mentioned) 
were  abortive.  The  King  had  neither  the  sense  nor  the  incli- 
nation to  understand  the  value  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  British.  "  Although  averse  from  the  shedding  of  blood,''  we 
read  that  one  of  his  principal  amusements  was,  Saul-like,  '^  to 
fling  his  spear  at  or  among  those  courtiers  who  came  under  hit 

displeasure.''t 

We    now    come    to   his   brother    Tharawadi,   who,    with 

the  usual  fraternal  affection  of  the  Burmese  Boyal  VbwIj, 
deposed  Phagyi-dau  and  placed  him  in  confinement,  in  1887. 
Tharawadi  was  the  younger  son  of  -the  Crown  Prince,  who  had 
never  reigned,  and  seemed  to  possess  all  the  ability  requisite  for 
a  great  ruler  and  worthy  descendant  of  Alompra.  As  Prinoe, 
Tharawadi  had  seemed  a  friend  to  the  British,  boasting  of  hit 
"  love  of  humanity  and  of  a  peaceful  rule.''  But  as  King;,  he 
was  ^'  of  a  different  turn  of  mind  " ;  eventually  detesting  **  wise 
counsel,"  and  especially  the  presence  of  all  foreigners  in  bit 
capital.  At  that  time.  Colonel  Bumey  deemed  it  prudent  to 
'^  withdraw  himself  from  the  presence  of  the  tyrant" — which 
withdrawal  was  censured  by  Lord  Auckland.    During  the  next 

•  See  General  FTtche'a  **  Burma,  Pait  and  Txmmxi,**  toL  L  p.  88. 

t  See  an  excellent  artiole  in  the  "TimM,"  Uth  of  ^nil, '*  Tlit  Uigdon  of 

Burmah." 
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few  yean  he  consolidated  his  power  by  the  muder  of  all  hk 
most  formidable  relatives. 

Diplomatic  intercourse  with  King  Tharawadi  closed  when 
that  worthy  man  and  excellent  officer  Captain  (now  Gtenend) 
McLcod  withdrew  from  Burmese  territory^  early  in  1840.     In 
1811,  Tharawadi  assumed  a  decidedly  hostile  attitude  towards 
the  British   Govenimcnt,  ignoring  the  Treaty  of  Yandaboo, 
and  threatening  to  drive  us  out  of  Arakan  and  Tenaaserim. 
This,  of  course,  had  produced  great  excitement  in  Calcutta. 
Like  his  predecessor,  the  King  became  insane.     Plots    were 
formed  against  him ;  and,  strange  to  say,  in  the  very  year  in 
which  his  full  brother  died  (1845)^  he  was  deposed  and  oon- 
fined  in  the  palace  of  Amarapura,  the  ''  new  capital ''  which  had 
been  founded  by  Bhodan  Prau  (Phra),  the  third  son  of  Alomprm. 

Tharawadi  was  succeeded  by  his  son^  the  Prince  of  Pagan, 
or  Pagan  Meng.  After  the  Second  Burmese  War^  Pagan- 
Mcng  was  deposed.  As  has  been  well  observed,  the  triumph 
of  the  British  army  was  the  knell  of  this  sovereign — ^the 
'^  Cock-fighting ''  King,  as  he  was  called  in  Burma.  For 
seven  years  he  was  in  every  sense  '^  wickedly  mad/'  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  younger  brother.  Prince  Mengdon  Meng.  As 
King  he  refused  to  sign  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  caused  Lord 
Dalhousie,  after  the  Second  Burmese  War,  to  define  his  own 
boundary  of  the  newly  conquered  territory.  But  Mengdon 
was  a  vast  improvement  on  his  late  predecessors,  and  showed  a 
decided  turn  for  trade  and  business ;  and,  notwithstanding  his 
monopolising  tendencies,  with  his  love  of  the  old  "  Burman 
custom,''  his  reign  was  of  considerable  advantage  to  Burma. 
His  practical  reforms  brought  him  not  a  few  enemies ;  and  his 
rule,  as  usual,  was  not  free  from  internal  sedition.  In  1866j 
during  a  rising,  many  princes  of  the  royal  house  were  executed.* 


*  "  Althouf^h  the  dynasty  of  Alompra  has  been  maintained  for  more  t>iM.T^ 
♦^ntu"'"^   '>!.-   rirnTf^OJXk  ht^*"  ^^on  constant^  e-*-ry\»«i?  +.o  ofti^^A  •r^^\i'ni-inm%m  *»^^ 
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Daring  King  Mengdon's  reign^  also^  most  importaat  events 
as  regarded  our  relations  took  place.  Elsewhere  (No.  1  ^  Paper  on 
Burma)  we  have  alluded  to  the  complimentary  mission  in  1855 
sent  to  Calcutta  by  the  King  of  Burma.  Then  came  a  return 
mission  to  Amarapura,  in  the  middle  of  the  same  year^  under  the 
present  Sir  Arthur  Phayre  (then  Colonel).  The  Burmese 
capital  was  eventually  transferred  from  Amarapura  to  Mandalay 
(founded  by  Mengdon  in  1860);  and^  in  January  1862^  the 
three  divisions  of  Arakan^  Pegu^  and  Tenasserim  were  formed 
into  the  Chief  Commissionership  of  British  Burma.  Up  to 
1873^  the  Chief  Commissioners  appointed  were  Sir  Arthur 
Phayre^  Major-General  Fytche^  and  the  Honourable  Aahlej 
Eden.  The  Chief  Commissioner's  power  extends  along  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  from  Chittagong  to  Siam 
in  10^  N.  lat.  British  Burma  is  geographically  divided  ''into 
Arakan^  the  valley  of  the  Irawady^  the  valley  of  the  Salween^ 
and  Tenasserim.'^'^  And  when  we  consider  that  he  has  the 
control  of  an  extensive  province^  with  one  thousand  miles  of 
frontier^  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Chief  Commissioner  is  an 
Asiatic  sovereign  not  to  be  despised !  Sir  Arthur  Phayre^  the 
first  Chiefs  concluded  the  Treaty  of  1862 ;  but  although  the 
British  Government  abolished  the  duties  on  their  side  of 
the  frontier,  the  Burmese  did  nothing  whatever.  It  was  oor 
grand  object  to  educate  the  Burmese  in  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  The  Eling  was  always  waiting  for  a  more  oonvenient 
season  to  carry  out  hia  idea  of  trade  reform.  It  should  be  kept 
in  mind  that  in  1855  the  King  had  objected  ''  to  any  treaty 
which  would  recognise  the  loss  of  Pegu.'^  He  said  to  the 
Envoy,  '^  If  a  treaty  is  made  there  must  be  mutual  advtmtoffel*^ 
Mengdon,  not  seeming  inclined  to  sign  the  treaty^  was  informad 
by  Colonel  Phayre  that  ''  without  a  treaty  no  gunpowder  or 
warlike  stores  would  be  permitted  to  pass  up  the  river  Irawady; 


•  *» 


Annals  of  Indian  Admininizmtion  in  iibm  Year  1S71-S/'  p,  90. 
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but  that  if  a  treaty  were  concluded,  a  confidence  would  be 
biished  according  to  Western  ideas,  and  commodities  of  all 
descriptions  would  be  permitted  to  pass."*  The  main  object 
of  the  first  mission  had  been  to  establish  friendly  relational  and 
to  make  another  attempt  to  conclude  a  definite  treaty  with  the 
King^  which  fact  was  broadly  stated  to  BLis  Majesty.  The 
King  refused  to  sign,  but  friendly  relations  were  established. 
After  1862  other  obstacles  to  free  trade  arose,  the  principal  of 
which  was  that  nearly  every  article  of  produce  in  Upper  Burma 
was  a  royal  monopoly.  Burmese  merchants  could  not  sell  ''grain 
timber,  cutch,  or  other  commodities,  except  through  royal 
brokers,  or  express  permission  of  the  local  authorities/' 

The  next  important  event  calculated  to  disturb  British  re- 
lations was — although  the  King  was  well-disposed  towards  us 
— the  insult  offered  to  two  British  officers,  while  exploring  the 
intricate  and  dangerous  Salween  river,  by  arrogant  Burmese 
officials.  They  were  stopped  and  sent  back,  ''in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty  I  '*  An  English  gentleman  was  also  beaten 
in  the  streets  of  the  capital. 

Another  mission  was  to  have  started  for  Mandalay  early  in 
1866,  but  it  was  checked  by  the  insurrection  in  Upper  Burnuy 
during  which  the  Crown  Prince  was  assassinated.  Captain 
Sladcn  was  at  this  time  the  British  representative  at  Mandalay; 
and  it  is  curious  to  remark  at  present — ^when  so  many  great 
events  are  on  the  gale — ^that  *'  during  the  insurrection,  the 
Burmese  considered  themselves  more  secure  on  the  premises 
of  the  British  representative  than  in  their  own  houses  1  *^  f 

Captain  Sladen — one  of  the  bravest  and  most  energetic 
officers  we  have  ever  had  in  Burma — remained  at  Mandalay  fixr 


*  For  this  information  General  Fjtohe  refers  to  the  splendid  work,  b^ 
Colonel  Yule,  C.B.,  of  the  Engineers,  (who  was  Sooretarj  to  f^^e  Mibsimm,^ 
.fititled  '*  Narrative  of  the  Mibsion  to  the  Court  of  Ava,"  dd.   ^  -<»      '^^^ 

**^nna,  Past  and  Present/'  toL  i.  p.  208. 

nnvfna    Pa»*^  and  PrA«<mf.^»'  -roj    i    p,  ^18 
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seven  days  after  the  outbreak;  but^  as  the  King  could  not 
guarantee  either  the  safety  of  the  lives  or  the  property  of  the 
European  residents,  he  embarked  with  nearly  the  whole  of 
them  in  a  ''British  merchant  steamer/'  and  proceeded  to 
Rangoon.  It  should  be  recorded  that  the  Sling,  without  per- 
mission^ had  been  employing  this  steamer  against  the  rebela 
headed  by  the  two  rebel  princes ;  but  this  can  easily  be  excused 
from  the  danger  the  Golden  Foot  was  subjected  to.  The 
insurrection  was  suppressed ;  the  rebel  princes,  having  seized 
one  of  the  King's  steamers,  came  into  British  territory,  when 
''  Colonel  Phayre  took  the  necessary  steps  for  preventing  them 
from  committing  further  mischief;  and  they  were  required 
to  reside  at  Rangoon,  under  the  surveillance  of  the  British 
authorities.'' 

When  the  rebellion  had  passed  away,  about  the  end  of  1866^ 
Colonel  Phayre  i^ain  proceeded  to  Mandalay.  Nothing  of 
great  importance  apparently  resulted  from  this  mission^  which 
must  have  been  considered  a  disheartening  fiedlure  by  the  very 
able  and  ever  zealous  Chief  Commissioner.  The  King,  true  to 
his  cloth,  would  not  reduce  his  frontier  duties^  nor  for^o  any 
one  of  his  monopolies.  Thus,  at  the  end  of  a  splendid  career 
in  Burma,  and  having,  through  the  care  of  the  rebel  princea^ 
relieved  the  King  from  danger— probably  saved  his  life — our 
Chief  met  with  the  usual  Burmese  or  Oriental  ingratitude  on 
this  last  occasion  of  his  strong  endeavour  to  put  common  sense 
into  the  head  of  the  Golden  Foot^  a  sovereign  by  no  means 
wanting  in  ability.* 

It  has  been  remarked  that  King  Mengdon^  when  (some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago)  the  overthrow  of  the  Fanthayi 
— Mahomedans  of  Yunnan,  South-west  China*— brought  Chinese 
arms  into  his  vicinity,  intrigued  "  with  the  representatives  of 
the   celestials  in  Yunnan."     There  was  also   a  disagreeable 


•  Erentuallj,  on  return  to  Bnrope,  General  Sir  Axtlnir  Fhajra't  gxeat  mt- 
vices  were  rewarded  with  the  Govemowhip  of  Mmriiiiii. 
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question^  in  recent  years,  concerning  the  Karen  frontier ;  but^ 
notwithstanding  these  escapades  in  the  reign  of  Mengdon,  and 
the  probability  of  the  wild  tribes  on  onr  finontiery  nominally 
under  his  control,  promising  to  become  a  permanent  aonzoe  of 
trouble  and  annoyance^  '*  so  long  as  the  late  King  lived  it  was 
clear  that  no  cause  for  just  umbrage  would  be  given  to  xm/^ 
His  deaths  early  in  October  1878,  produced  a  period  of  bai^ 
barity  and  uncertainty  at  Mandalay,  of  which  it  ia  moat 
difficult,  at  present,  to  see  the  end. 

We  have  not  yet  alluded  to  a  most  important  misaioUj  with 
General  (then  Colonel)  Albert  Fytche  as  Envoy,  in  September 
1867 ;  but  there  arc  a  few  points  in  it  which,  in  these  unsettled 
and  warlike  times,  may  be  of  interest,  before  turning  to  the 
progress  of  King  Thecbau.t 

The  new  Chief  Commissioner  was  appointed  in  March  1867, 
and,  in  the  following  May,  his  Burman  Majesty  appeared  to  be 
about  abolishing  some  of  his  monopolies  and  reducing  the 
frontier  duties  ;  but  the  good  news,  made  public  through  pro- 
clamations, was  considered  to  be  simply  a  blind.  Then  another 
conspiracy  took  place  at  Mandalay,  in  which  Captain  Sladen, 
who  had  resumed  his  duties  at  the  capital,  greatly  distinguished 
himself.  The  Princes  of  the  Blood  were  about  to  be  executed. 
The  Resident  immediately  went  to  the  King,  and  got  a  reprieve 
with  which  he  galloped  off,  but  was  too  late  to  save  all  the 
victims.  The  eldest  son  of  the  Crown  Prince  was  already  in 
the  agonies  of  dcjith ;  but  the  younger  brothers  were  saved  by 
the  gallant  English  representative.  Strange  enough,  the  King 
said  he  was  unaware  that  the  execution  had  been  ordered  by 
his  ministers,  and  "  warmly  thanked  '^  Captain  Sladen  for  his 
interference.    This  was  very  properly  accepted  as  "  a  proof  of 


*  A  complete  accoant,  with  the  oiKcial  narrative,  of  this  mission,  wiU  bo 
-onnd  in  General  Fy tche's  valuable  and  beaatifollj  g^t  np  w^^V.  **  i^ni>^ia, 
cast   '»»'' "^^"^sont** — a  work  containing  morA  F-^nArn,|  ip^nrmn*-^--     ..  ..     my 
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the  friendly  relations  which  were  growing  up  between  the 
British  Government  and  the  King  of  Burma/'  But  yet  there 
was  room  for  suspicion  that  a  good  deal  of  MachiaTelli 
hovered  about  this  sort  of  conduct;  and^  perhaps,  Mengdon 
would  not  have  made  a  bad  Chin-Indian  model  of  a  '^  Prince '^ 
for  the  great  Florentine  to  work  on !  Truly^  "  the  present  state 
of  political  relations  with  Burma''  had  ''no  connection  what- 
ever with  the  old  diplomacy  of  the  eighteenth  century."  The 
voyage  of  the  mission  was  made  in  two  steamers^  the  '' Ne- 
mesis "  and  "  Colonel  Phayre/'  and  leaving  Rangoon  on  the 
20th  of  September^  they  arrived  at  Mandalay^  seven  miles 
above  Amarapiira — which  old  capital^  with  Ava,  they  passed  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river — on  the  7th  of  October.  It  almost 
seemed  as  if  the  gallant  new  Chief  Commissioner  had  gone 
with  his  ''  Nemesis  "  to  avenge  the  insults  offered  to  his  great 
predecessor  by  the  King  in  not  acceding  to  his  requests  I 
However  that  may  be^  the  reception  was  a  brilliant  one.  Man- 
dalay  had^  for  this  occasion^  cast  away  her  bloody  gannentSj 
and  put  on  holiday  costume.  The  Envqy  was  of  opinion  that 
Mengdon  was  "  one  of  the  roost  enlightened  monazchs  that  ever 
sat  on  the  Burmese  throne/'  but^  since  his  accession  to  the  thzonei 
he  had  been  educated  in  a  political  school  ''perhaps  the  wofst 
in  the  world."  He  boasted  that  he  had  never  ordered  an  eie- 
cution  since  his  reign  began^  but  left  it  all  to  his  ministers; 
the  Envoy  was  likewise  of  opinion  that  the  King's  reign  had  not 
been  disgraced^  like  his  predecessors'^  by  wanton  atrocities  and 
wild  excesses.  The  natural  question  then  comes  to  be^  From 
whom  did  King  Theebau  learn  his  jovial  and  severe  lessons 
of  drinking  and  murder?  The  King  asked  the  Envoy  for 
arms  and  steamers^ ''  on  which  pointy  as  he  had  been  informed 
on  several  previous  occasions  by  Sir  Arthur  Phayre^  the  English 
Government  was  inclined  to  be  liberal."  He  wished  to  guard 
against  rebellion ;  but^  as  a  selfish  Buddhist  potentate,  he  cared 
nothing  for  the  ''well-being  of  his  suhjects."  Thia  hardly 
agrees  with  our  ideas  of  an  "  enlightened  "  king. 
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After  a  discusscion  about  the  stcamen  required,  when  Hk 
Majesty  was  informed  by  Colonel  lytche  that  there  wer^aaanj 
varieties  of  steamers  suitable  for  river  navigation,  the  King  said 
— '^  I  also  want  eight  thousand  rifles ;  you  have  ahneady  as- . 
sented  to  my  Iia^-ing  two  thousand^  which  I  am  now  gettii^ 
from  Dr.  Williams ;  and  if  you  let  me  have  eight  thoaaand 
more^  I  shall  have  ten  thousand  men  well  armed  with  riflea, 
and  they  will  always  remain  near  me  at  the  capital." 

To  this  Colonel  Fytche  replied^  "  that  the  rifles  could  he  fiir- 
nished^  but  that  the  kind  of  rifle  wanted  should  be  settled/' — 
After  some  remarks  on  smooth-bores  and  breech-loadeia,  the 
King  turned  on  his  sofa  to  Icave^  sayings  with  a  political  sag^ 
city  which  even  Napoleon  or  Talleyrand  might  have  envied, 
'^  Sladen^  I  am  sorry  you  have  been  sick.  I  shall  send  yoa 
something  to-morrow  to  make  you  well/'  and  with  that  with- 
drew.* Could  any  Sovoreign  of  the  West  have  shown  more 
courtesy  than  this  ? 

The  weak  point  in  the  treaty  duly  signed  on  the  occasion  of 
this  mission^  and  which  treaty  had  great  mercantile  advantages 
in  largely  increasing  our  exports  to  Upper  Burma^  is  the  latter 
portion  of  the  eighth  article^  in  which  it  is  stated  that  *'  the 
Burmese  Government  shall  further  be  allowed  permission  to 
purchase  arms^  ammunition^  and  war  materials  generally,  in 
British  territory,  subject  only  to  the  consent  and  approval 
in  each  case  of  the  Chief  Commissioner.^'  Hod  the  Cal- 
cutta Secretariat — wc  presume  the  Foreign  OflSce — before  the 
ratification  of   the  treaty^    suggested    some    more    stringent 


*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  27-i.    A  copy  of  the  signed  treaty  will  also  be  found,  with 
the  Official  Narrative,  in  the  Appendix  to  "  Burma,  Past  and  Preaent."     The 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  nrna  thus : — *'  In  accordance  with  the  gnat  friend- 
ship which  exists  between  the  two  GovemmentB,  the  aabjecta  of  either  nhp^' 
)e  allowed  free  trade  in  the  import  and  export  of  gold  and  ailver  bolliai 
>etweon  the  two  coantries,  without   Ipt  or  hindrance  "^  i»i"     nnft    •m   -ji. . 
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wording,  or,  what  might  have  been  better  still,  struck  out 
the  latter  portion  of  the  article  altogether,  leaving,  without 
expressing  it,  the  question  entirely  to  the  Chief  Commissioner's 
good  will  and  discretion,  we  respectfully  venture  to  think 
that  King  Mengdon's  mind  would  have  been  relieved  from 
some  doubt  on  the  subject  of  arms.  John  Bull  in  his  policy, 
East  and  West,  too  frequently  injures  himself  by  an  excess 
of  good  nature.  To  have  made  obtaining  arms  couditional 
on  a  time  of  peace,  also,  would  not  have  done;  for  it  is 
just  in  these  so-called  times  of  peace  in  Burma  and  China^ 
as  in  a  few  enlightened  countries  of  Europe,  that  war  and 
rebellion  may  be  nigh  at  hand  I  It  is  the  old,  sad  story; 
we  need  not  seek  it,  but,  until  some  radical  change  takes 
place  in  the  relations  of  States,  we  must  continue  to  be 
prepared  for  war  ! 

We  are  not  aware  that  the  King  ever  got  all  the  arms  or 
stores  he  wanted ;  perhaps  he  had  not  the  money  to  purchase 
them ;  but,  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  after  the  expedition 
to  the  Looshai  country,  the  present  writer  remarked  elsewhere 
that  our  difficulty  with  regard  to  a  then  probable  outbreak  in 
Upper  Burma  was  not  lessened  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact 
from  Mandalay,  that  in  order  to  put  down  local  disturbances, 
and  perhaps  be  able  to  resist  the  Chinese,  the  Russians,  or  the 
English,  the  King  of  Burma  was  "  very  anxious  to  arm  his 
soldiers  with  rifles,  and  obtain  rifled  cannon''  (1872).  Had 
Mengdon  been  on  the  throne  at  the  present  time,  he  might 
have  had  more  fear  than  ever  as  to  China,  on  hearing  of  the 
restoration  of  Kuldja — which  the  Czar  never  had  any  right  to 
take  away — the  adjustment  of  the  so-called  Russian  Western 
^lougolian  frontier — the  forced  payment  of  five  millions  of 
roubles  to  Russia  by  the  Chinese,  and  the  possibility  of  a 
Chinese  army  descending  on  Upper  Burma  to  make  up  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Celestials  from  Russian  intrigue  I  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  believed  that  his  successor  had  formed 
an  alliance  with  China. 

25 
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Let  lis,  while  writing  at  the  end  of  September  1879 — hmnag 
just  heard  of  a  desperate  outbreak  and  manacre  at  Herat  (and 
con8e<iucntly  that  '^  key "  running  more  risk  than  ever  of  a 
''  Russian  coup  de  main'^),  following  ao  aoon  after  tlie  insor- 
rcction  and  massacre  at  Cabul — ^now  return  to  King  llieebaii. 

Of  the  early  days  of  this  Chin-Indian  potentate  we  knmr 
little  or  nothing ;  but    it  may  be  presumed  that^  nnHke  Ida 
traditionary  prototype^  Gautama^  he  was  never  oontemplatiTe^ 
but  always  inclined  for  action.     It  is  not  difficult  to  jictan 
liini,  whon  sowing  his  wild  oats^  enjoying  the  moat  hanrowing 
pooay — Burmese  drama — taking  a  rare  pleasure  in  the  eocietf 
of  '' posture  girls/'  and  being  very  savage  (if  it  be  mmal  fiar 
princes  to  play)  at  the  Burmese  game  of  football.     Determined 
to  prove  himself  a  worthy  descendant  of  his  grandfatheTj  King 
Tharawadi,  at  the  commencement  of  his  regal  career^  he  waa 
said  to  ^^labitually  carry   about  the  spear   with    which   his 
savage  relative  was  wont  to  deal  out  death  to  those  of  hia  at* 
tendants^  ministers,  or  menials  who  displeased  him."      Like 
Tharawadi^  he  was  well  educated^  and  at  one  time  liked  the 
English.  The  {)erson  of  the  King  of  Burma  is  thus  described: — 
'*  He  is  little  over  twenty,  and  has  been  barely  foor  months  on 
the  throne"  (February  1879).     "He  is  a  tall,  well-built^  per- 
sonable  young  man.     He  is  very  fair  in  complexion,  has  a  good 
forehead^  clear    steady  eyes^  and  a  firm  but  pleasant  mouth. 
His  chin  is  full  and  somewhat  sensual  looking,  but  withal  he 
is    a  manly,  frank-faced  young  fellow,  and   is  said    to  have 
gained  self-possession,  and  left  the  early  nervous  awkwardness 
of  his  new  position  with  great  rapidity." 

He  was  by  some  considered  to  have  a  strong  will  of  his  own^ 
was  not  always  the  victim  of  his  ministers,  and  showed  no 
fondness  "  for  any  diminution  of  the  royal  prerogative.''  Here 
we  have  some  good  materials  for  a  king ;  but  we  know  appear- 
ances to  be  deceitful.  After  the  death  of  the  ol''''  Kinsr  'Pcto- 
--»r  9^T(W^  it  was  the  opinion  in  Mandalay  that  tb"   ^tcucMion  o^ 
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yan  Prince  was  the  favourite  in  the  succession.  Mengdon  had 
desired  it,  and  his  election  would  have  given  satisfaction  to  the 
people ;  but  the  Nyoungyan  Prince  was  married^  which  at  that 
time  was  his  misfortune.  "  The  mother  of  the  ladies  who  have 
the  honour  of  being  King  Theebau's  wives^  intriguing  with  the 
ministers,  so  managed  matters  that  the  Nyoungyan  Prince,  and 
his  brother,  the  Nyoungoke,  speedily  found  it  expedient  to  flee 
with  their  families  from  the  palace.  This  they  did,  and  taking 
refuge  in  the  British  Residency,  were,  after  a  time,*  sent  down 
to  Rangoon,  and  thence  to  Calcutta. '^  Theebau,  or  his  mother- 
in-law,  fortunately  for  them,  could  not  induce  the  two  princes 
to  return  to  the  palace.  We  now  arrive  at  the  first  '*  damned 
spot  *'  in  the  royal  progress.  Towards  the  end  of  February  news 
from  Burma  was  received  in  Calcutta  of  the  commencement  in 
earnest  of  a  new  rigime.  Instead  of  constitutional  reforms 
taking  place,  under  an  educated  monarch,  Theebau  had  proved 
himself  to  be  a  ferocious  barbarian.  Over  ''  sixty  relatives  *' 
(the  number  was  found  afterwards  to  be  exaggerated),  male  and 
female,  of  the  late  King  were  said  to  have  been  executed  in  the 
palace  and  prisons,  and  Mandalay  had  become  the  scene  of  a  reign 
of  terror.  Trade  was  paralysed.  A  monster,  reminding  us  of 
Nero  or  Caligula,  had  appeared  on  the  throne  of  the  Golden 
Foot.  It  was  indeed  the  beginning  of  a  terrible  end,  and  came 
home,  especially  in  Mandalay  and  Rangoon,  to  "  men's  busi- 
ness and  bosoms  ^'  with  a  rare  intensity.  The  British  Resident 
at  the  capital,  Mr.  Shaw  (successor  to  Colonel  Duncan),  had 
of  course,  strongly  remonstrated  with  the  King  on  his  barba- 
rity, and  was  exerting  himself  to  prevent  further  murders.  It 
was  wisely  considered  that  the  Government,  having  its  hands  full 
with  Afghanistan,  would  not  care  to  precipitate  a  war  with 
Buima  unless  British  interests  were  directly  menaced ;  but  it 
was  thought  that,  if  the  King's  progress  were  marked  by  similar 


*  Aboat  the  middle  of  Febmaiy. 
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bnital  conduct,  a  collision  would,  sooner  or  later, 
evitablc.    The  Indian  Gtovemment,  meaDwhile,   had  Mat  dw 
struct  ions  to  the  Resident  ''to  obtain  protectioii  far  the  KiDg^ 
surviving  relations/'    Another  ''  fell  swoop  '^  might  be  eapectsd 
at  any  moment.     Although  horrible  to  write  it,  stillj  in  an  age 
desirous  of  every  information,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  aocscad- 
in<;  to  Monc:olian  tradition,  no  blood  of  any  member  of  Ae 
royal  race  must  be  spilt.     ''Princes  of  the   blood  aze  ez^ 
cutcd  by  a  blow,  or  blows,  on  the  back  of  the  neck/'    Prin- 
cesses are  put  to  death  by  a  blow  in  front  "instead  of  the  baii 
of  the  ncck.^'  *    The  bodies  are  then  sunk  in  the  river  Ira- 
wady>  not  '^  usually  burnt/*  as  remarked  by  another  writer. 
On  the  present  occasion,  we  believe,  they  were  bnried  in  a  pit. 
To  show  that  the  Government  were  fully  alive  to  the  impoiianoe 
of  the  situation  in  Tapper  Burma,  it  may  here  be  remarked 
that,   additional  troops  being  asked  for,  they   were    at  onoe 
granted ;    and,   early  in    March,  the  54th  Foot   and   Madras 
troops  embarked   at  Calcutta  for  Rangoon.    The  whole  zein- 
forccnicnts  ordered  were  nearly  double  the  ordinary  strength  of 
garrisons  in  Britisli  Burma.     The  number  of  victims  to  the 
Kin<]:'s  madness  was  now  reported  to  be  forty^  instead  of  cnghty 
or  sixty.     At  this  time  it  was  telegraphed  from  Calcutta  (March 
9th),  ^^Tlie  Rangoon  and  Irawady  State  Railway^  one  hundred 
and  sixty-one  miles  long,  and  running  three  trains  daily  each  msf^ 
connects  Rangoon  with  Prome,*  whence  outposts  at  Thayetmyo 
and  Toungoo  are  distant  respectively  forty  and  sixty  miles,  anjl 
at  Mandalay  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles.     There  is  a 


•  "  Burma,  Past  and  Present,"  vol.  i.  p.  217  (note), 

t  This  railway  "  was  pushed  on  rapidly  daring  1876-77,  and  was  pablioly 
opened  to  traffic  on  the  Ist  of  May  1877.  It  connects  Rangoon  and  IVome,  » 
distaneo  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  miles.    Its  opening  has  earned  aTeiT 

•ppreciable  increase  of  population  in  the  tracts  through  which  it  nms." ^FRm 

a  adniirnblo  "  Statement  "  drawn  up  in  the  India  O^**^  '»«''  ^Ha*^'"  ^w  4-1^ 
^'"'*"^  -,f  OoTTiip""*'  ♦"  be  P>^'nt**d    A"«rnot.  1»78. 
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telegraph  from  Rangoon  to  Mandalay^  but  the  line  beyond  the 
British  frontier^  maintained  by  the  Burmese  authorities  and 
working  irregularly,  is  now  interrupted/^ 

Early  in  March  also,  in  reply  to  Earl  Granville,  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  Viscount  Cranbrook,  with  reference  to  the  "  precau- 
tionary measure  of  sending  reinforcements  to  Burma,  said  the 
telegram  from  the  Viceroy  was  in  these  terms: — ^''In  com- 
pliance with  strong  recommendation  of  Chief  Commissioner, 
Rangoon,  and  Resident,  Mandalay,  we  have  reinforced  the 
garrison  of  British  Burma  by  two  regiments  Native  Infantry  and 
one  British/' 

The  situation  in  Burma  had  assumed  a  really  serious  aspect. 
But  the  extensive  military  preparations  going  on  at  Mandalay 
were  not  so*likeIy  to  produce  King  Thebau's  downfall  as  his 
surrounding  himself  with  advisers  known  to  be  hostile  to  the 
British  Government.  As  was  well  remarked,  the  ill-advised 
Prince,  having  committed  a  shocking  outrage  on  humanity, 
appeared  to  be  making  warlike  preparations,  ''  perhaps  under 
the  delusion  that  he  |  may  recover  Pegu/'  But,  like  most 
Orientals,  he  had  miscalculated  his  opportunity.  Still,  we  had 
now  lamentable  experience  enough  to  teach  us  not  to  under- 
value any^enemy  whatever !  By  the  middle  of  March  it  was 
considered  that  the"  Chief  Commissioner,  with  the  64th  Foot 
from  Calcutta]|[and2the  43rd  from  Madras,  with  the  native 
regiments  from  both  Presidencies,  was  aUe  to  protect  British 
territory  in]^the  event  of  aggression ;  but  the  position  of  the 
Resident  at  Mandalay,  and  other  Europeans  there,  was,  doubt- 
less,'^critical  in  the  extreme.  Still,  some  were  bold  enough  to 
think  that  the  King  and  his  advisers  were  ''  not  so  utterly  lost 
to  all  sense  of  prudence  as  to  precipitate  their  own  downfall  by 
rushing  into  hostilities  with  us/'  The  ''savage  madman  at 
Mandalay ''  was  even  talked  of  in  the  streets  of  Lahore.  From 
that  quarter  we  first  learned  that  at  ^Thayetmyo  there  was 
already  a  field  battery,  and  at]  Toungoo  a  mountain  battery, 
while  a  garrison  battery  was  ready  to  take  up  the  equipment 
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forwarded.    There  would,  therefore,  be  no  lack  of  fidd  artUkiy, 
"  while  the  defensive  works  at  both  the  abore  oatpoats,  as  veD 
as  at  Rangoon,  were  well  armed  and  manned."     Having  agam 
mentioned   Toungoo,   the  present  writer  is  led   to   think  cf 
twenty-five  years  ago,  when,  not  long  after  we  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  now  rising  town,  he  was  suddenly  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  detachment  of  artillery  (guns  and  rockets)  to  the 
northward.     An  advanced  infantry  force,  under  Captain  Oeilli^ 
had  met  with  determined  opposition — ^the  commanding  olBoer 
was  mortally  wounded — ^while  the   frontier    line   was  being 
marked  out,  some  forty  miles  from  Toungoo.*    We  then  heard 
of  a  strong  stockade  at  Ramathayu,  another  forty^  or  perhaps 
sixty,  miles  further  north.    This  post  must  be  the  same  as 
Yemethen,  in  the  maps  of  the  present  day,  or  Bamethen;  and| 
in  the  event  of  a  column  invading  Upper  Burma  from  TonngoOj 
it  would  only  have  to  proceed  direct  north  to  Yemethen,  and 
thence,  in  the  same  direction,  passing  Ava  and  Amarapuia^  to 
Mandalay — about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  or  less.     "With 
the  flotilla  of  attack  from  Prome  or  the  frontier  town  of  Me^ 
day,  and  the  advance    from    Toungoo  resolutely   performedj 
King  Thccbau,  should  he  give  us  trouble,  would  find  ^^wnMAlf 
in|  a  critical  position.     This  slight  digression  fit>m  the  rayal 
progress  may  be  excused  on  the  plea  that  "  the  King  is  still 
drinking  !  ^' 

Later  news  informed  us  that  King  Theebau  was  oonstmcting 
fortified  works,  and  making  various  warlike  preparations ;  also 
that  the  Burmese  inhabitants  of  Rangoon  had  been  summoned 
to  return  to  their  own  country.  Non-compliance  with  this 
order  was  to  be  punished  by  the  execution  of  their  families  I 
The  *'  Times  of  India ''  remarked,  regarding  the  recent  maa- 
sacre : — "  It  is  ptrange  that,  when  the  people  of  Mandalay 
carry  their  indignation  against  the  atrocities  of  the  King  to 
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the  length  of  expressing  their  desire  for  British  intervention, 
and  the  slaughter  of  so  many  influential  personages  must  have 
alienated  the  ruling  classes,  a  revolution  does  not  break  out/^ 
And  again,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  summing  up — ^This 
butchery  "  of  the  butcher's  own  relations  is  an  atrocity  fully 
equalling  any  recorded  in  history,  and  shows  to  what  frightful 
lengths  unlimited  and  irresponsible  power  may  carry  a  human 
being/' 

At  the  time  of  recording  this  progress  (September  1879),  and 
the  period  of  our  Cabul  troubles — which,  through  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Indian  Government  and  the  valour  of  our 
troops,  must  be  only  temporary — it  is  of  interest  to  think  of 
what  the  King  said  to  Mr.  Archibald  Forbes,*  on  his  visit, 
early  in  the  year,  to  the  Burmese  Court.  "  Whence  does  he 
come  ? ''  asked  the  Golden  Foot,  at  the  interview.  "  From  the 
British  army  in  Afghanistan,  engaged  in  war  against  the  Prince 
of  Cabul,''  replied  Dr.  Williams,  the  interpreter.  "  And  does 
the  war  prosper  for  my  friends  the  English  ?  "  "  He  reports  that 
it  has  done  so  greatly,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Cabul  is  a  fugitive." 
Theebau  may,  before  this  last  question,  have  been  thinking  even 
of  the  Afghans  as  allies ;  for,  strange  to  say,  history  records 
that  sixty-five  years  ago  the  Burmese  asked  the  Sikhs  in  the  far 
north-west  to  co-operate  with  them  in  driving  the  British  out 
of  India !  The  King  made  a  remarkable  speech  during  the 
above  interview,  which  makes  us  think  of  the  truthful  saying, 
that  "  the  Devil  can  cite  scripture  for  his  purpose."  One  of 
the  ministers  being  absent,  Theebau  asked  where  he  was.  On 
being  told,  it  being  "  Court  day,"  he  was  in  Court,  the  King 
replied,  in  quite  a  Charles-the-Twclfth  fashion,  "  It  is  well.  I 
wish  the  ministers  to  make  every  day  a  Court  day,  and  to 
labour  hard  to  give  prompt  justice  to  suitors,  so  that  there  be 


•  The  well-known  correspondent  of  the  "  Daily  News."      This  important 
vinit  iH  qautcd  in  the  **  Uomeward  Mail,"  March  2i)th,  1879. 


392  Ol-k    BCRMESE    WARS. 

110  complaint  of  arrears.''     The  "  law's  delay  " 
fearful  crimc>  in  the  eyes  of  Theeban,  than  mnzder  I     O,  poor 
Human  Nature,  what   variety  there  is  in  thj  oompontiaB! 
Had   King  Theebau  moved  in  another  sphere,  nTiAa^yiail  Ij 
"  Burman  custom/'  his  progress  would  have  been  differenty  and 
he  mi^ht  have  become  a  fair  specimen  of  an  Eastern  mler ! 
With  refen'nce  to  a  remark  of  the  Russian  ''  Goloa^'  in  Maich 
last,  that  our  first  negotiations  for  peace  in  A^haniatan  were 
due  to   '*  military   disasters/'  one  of  our  best   public   wfiteis 
thought  that  in  all  the  lucubrations  of  the  "  Goloa ''  it  seems 
to  have  been  overlooked  that,  with  the  prospetrt  of  tmt^hfaf 
Burmese  war  before  us,  in  addition  to  South  African  militaij 
requirements,  prudential  motives,  and  not  the  prowess  of  the 
Afghans,  would  suggest  some  sort  of  compromise   with  their 
ruler/'     He  concludes  in  the  following  remarkable  strain : — 
"  As  regards  the  finances  of  India  at  the  present  moment,  a 
war  with  rich  Burma  would  certainly  be  more  agreeable  than 
a  financially  barren  victory  in  Afghanistan/'     Notwithstanding 
assurances  to  the  Resident  of  future  tranquillity^    the    Sjng 
appears  to  have  gone  on  fortifying  Mandalay,  and»  doubtless^ 
to  have  gone  on  drinking.     A  Burmese  Envoy  (or  Agent)  also 
had  been  despatched  to  the  Indian  Government.     It  seemed 
that  there  was  as  yet  "  no  good  ground  for  interference/'     The 
Viceroy  would  only  think  of  war  as  "  a  last  resource/'  and  even 
then,  with  our  hands  so  full,  that  ''  last  resource "  might  be 
deLiycd,  to  the  heartfelt  regret  of  Rangoon,  Calcutta^  GlasgoWj 
and  other  commercial  centres.     That  something  would  have  to 
be  done  ere  long  was  undeniable.     Trade  was  at  a  comparatiTe 
standstill,  and  there  was  no  security  for  peace  in  British  or  Lower 
Burma  while  Upper  was  ruled  by  such  a  very  strange  sovereign 
as  King  Theebau.     In  the  event  of  military  operations,  it  was 
remarked — "  Nothing  like  the   protracted  struggle  of  the  two 
former  Burmese  wars  need  be  anticipated,  for  it  seems  dear 
"^hat  King  Theebau  has  completely  alienated  the  n^^^^mr  nf 
iw  qnViiont*!,  ai?'l  an  invading  army  (British  fo^^p       ,iiip    j,,   .^ 
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ceived  with  welcome^  as  a  new  era  of  prosperity  would  dawn  on 
Burma  were  Thebau  dethroned  and  the  Nyonngyan  Prince  (a 
refugee  in  Calcutta)  established  in  his  place  and  made  a  feuda- 
tory of  the  Indian  Government/'  The  King  was  reported  to 
fear  some  such  action  on  our  part^  and  had  despatched  secret 
agents  to  Calcutta  to  assassinate  the  Nyoungyan  Prince. 
Surely  such  an  instance  was  never  heard  of  before^  that  of  a 
somewhat  talented  young  sovereign  rushing  so  madly  on  his 
fate.     It  was^  indeed^  a  royal  progress  with  a  vengeance ! 

In  one  of  his  drunken  fits  he  might  attack  us^  if  not  first 
attacked  by  us.  Such  may  have  been  his  intention.  Bat^  of 
the  reinforcements  arrived  at  Rangoon,  it  was  pleasing  to  learn 
that  two  thousand  men,  European  and  Native,  with  a  small  naval 
brigade  from  H.M.S.  '^  Wild  Swan/'  had  been  despatched  to 
the  frontier.  It  was  not  intended  to  send  any  ultimatum  to  the 
King  of  Burma.  The  policy  seemed  to  be  to  wait  for  the  move- 
ment of  the  Burmese  troops  massing  at  Menhla,  some  thirty 
miles  above  our  frontier.  About  the  end  of  March,  intelligence 
was  received  that  a  deceitful  quiet  prevailed  at  Mandalay ;  and 
EliugTheebau,  since  the  despatch  of  reinforcements,  was  reported 
to  be  in  a  conciliatory  mood.  The  Burmese  ministers  were 
uneasy,  as  well  they  might  be ;  and,  to  make  matters  worte^ 
Theinnee,  the  chief  of  one  of  the  Burmese  tributary  (Shan) 
states,  was  contumacious,  and  disregarded  the  order  of  the 
head  that  wore  a  crown,  summoning  him  to  Mandalay.  In 
the  first  week  of  April  the  situation  was  *^  practically  nn- 
changed.'^  But  some  four  thousand  of  the  King's  troops  were 
stated  to  be  on  his  side  of  the  frontier. 

It  was  alleged  that  King  Theebau  had  sent  a  misiioiL  to 
Pekin,  acknowledging  the  suzerainty  of  China  (of  which  he  is 
a  vassal) ,  and  invoking  help  against  us.  Trade  at  Mandalay 
continued  paralysed,  and  anxiety  regarding  the  safety  of  the 
Europeans  there  continued  unabated.  The  Nyoungyan  PrinoOj 
as  if  to  profit  by  the  situation,  had  gone  to  Rangoon  in  dis- 
guise ;  but  he  was  detected,  and  promptlv  shipped  back  hj  the 
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Chief  CommisBioner  (Mr.  Aitchison)  to  Calcntta.  Complica- 
tions on  the  frontier  were  reported,  in  conieqnenoe  of  Eonie 
powerful  chiefs  (we  believe  Shan)  having  declared  tliat  th^ 
would  no  longer  pay  any  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Bamuu  Mr. 
Shaw's  steamer  was  lying,  with  steam  up,  in  constant  readi- 
ness for  his  departure,  "  in  case  of  necessity.'^  It  waa  thcmi^ 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  departure,  the  Burmese  war  Tcaaels  at 
Menhla  might  intercept  the  Resident.  The  British  Ghyveni- 
ment  had  proclaimed  that  it  desired  no  rupture,  and  would 
permit  none,  *^  unless  forced  by  overt  acts  of  insult  or  aggros- 
sion/ 

The  trading  community  at  Calcutta,  **  with  characteristic  im- 
patience,'' were  anxious  for  definite  action.  The  remaining 
events  of  some  importance,  early  in  April,  chiefly  consiated  in 
arrangements  for  King  Theebau's  coronation,  and  the  fact  of 
several  Shan  chiefs,  who  had  visited  his  Majesty,  having  been 
thrown  into  prison.  The  brave  Shans,*  it  was  thought,  pre- 
viously disaffected,  would  rise  to  a  man.  This  would  be  a  moat 
telling  point  in  our  favour,  in  the  event  of  future  operations. 
If  we  can  only  secure  the  loyalty  of  the  Shans,  we  become  at 
once,  in  a  great  measure,  the  masters  of  Upper  Burma. 


*  We  have  gpreat  faith  in  the  Shani ;  and  the  heroism  of  the  Shan  ladies — to 
which  allusion  has  already  been  made  in  the  First  Burmese  War — ^ia  perfect^ 
captivatinf;:.  In  addition  to  what  has  been  said  of  their  military  azdoor,  two 
little  incidents  nro  worth  rccordinf^.  The  fcarleu  Amaxons  fought  with  their 
choh\ca»  (chiefs)  and  petty  princes,  as  has  been  noticed,  against  ua  in  the  first 
war.  Tlioy  wi'i-o  not  only  cnnlited  with  the  gift  of  prophecy  and  fore-know* 
Icd^^e,  but  with  the  ])ossc.s8i(m  of  the  miraculous  power  of  turning  aside  the 
balls  of  the  Knglich.  One  of  them,  before  Prome,  received  a  fatal  ballet  in 
the  breast,  but  the  moment  she  was  soon,  and  her  sex  recognised,  the  soldiers 
boro  her  from  tho  scene  of  death  to  tho  roar,  where  she  expired.  Another  of 
them  was  observed  flying  on  horseback  with  "  the  defeated  remnant  of  her 
people,"  but  before  she  could  gain  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  a  shrapnell 
••^ell  exploded  above  her  head,  and  she  fell  from  her  horse  into  the  water ;  **  but 
'*i«ther  killed  '"•  nT»ly  fi^Jjjht^TjQd."  writer  liaior  S*»'^dg*'**".  "-•owW'wa*.  y^ 
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By  the  middle  of  April  several  steamers  were  in  readiness  at 
Thayetmyo  to  convey  our  troops  beyond  the  frontier  in  the 
event  of  war.  New  ministers  were  in  the  ascendant;  and^ 
although  the  Burmese  Government  *^  wished  for  peace/'  it  de- 
clined to  settle  the  "  shoe  question/'  This  has  long  been  a 
vexata  questio  in  Burma  and  other  countries  of  the  East ;  and 
would  be  settled  at  once  if  we  could  only  get  them  to  under- 
stand that,  although  "  Burman/'  it  is  not  European  "  custom/' 
On  the  conclusion  of  the  first  war,  while  Mr.  Crawford's  mis- 
sion was  at  Ava,  Captain  Lumsden  of  the  Bengal  Horse  Artil- 
lery could  not  get  his  boots  to  come  off,  so  was  allowed  to 
enter  with  them  on.  A  horse  artillery  man  without  his  boots 
(they*wore  jacks  and  leathers  in  those  days)  is  almost  as  defi- 
cient a  picture  as  a  Golden  Foot  without  his  golden  umbrella 
{tee),  or  a  bishop  without  his  lawn !  The  cultivators  of  the 
soil  were  now  leaving,  and  no  preparations  were  being  made 
for  sowing  the  crops.  Never  was  Upper  Burma  in  a  worse 
state.  Chaos  was  everywhere.  Large  masses  of  Burmese 
soldiery  were  said  to  be  moving  towards  our  frontier  garrison  of 
Toungoo,  which  was  about  to  be  reinforced. 

Looking  at  the  matter  boldly,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
Burmese  policy  has  always  been  hostile  to  England.  Mengdon 
wished  it  to  be  known  that  he  was  entirely  independent  of  the 
British,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  Pegu ;  and  **  at  Borne  and 
at  Teheran,  by  his  embassies,  let  it  be  clearly  known  he  was 
anxious  to  obtain  outside  help.'' 

Italians  and  Frenchmen  at  Mandalay  have  had  their  share 
of  royal  favour.  If  we  do  not,  for  the  sake  of  peace  in  Eastern 
Asia,  so  effectually  settle  Upper  Burma — if  possible,  without 
annexation* — before  very  long,  Russians,  and  even  Germans 
(on  account  of  China)  will  probably  be  found  "  doing  business  ** 
at  the  capital  of  the  Golden  Foot !    There  is  a  great  game  of 

*  It  has  been  well  said  that  if  the  late  king  had  poasesaed  a  S6apoiri»  wwr 
would  hare  ooourred  long  ago.  "  We  shonld  have  had  to  ohooM  betwocn  the 
annexation  of  Upper  Burma  and  a  foreign  proteotoirate." 
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chess  being  played  all  over  the  world;  mnd    Britannim  must 
not  allow  herself  to  be  checkmated. 

We  now  return   to  King  Theeban.    Althoagli  twenty-fiie 
thousand  men  were  reported  to  be  on  the  Bormeae  finoatierj 
there  was  a  more  pacific  feeling  at  Mandalaj,  in  prodaciiig 
which  the  terrible  heat  of  the  weather  probablj  had  the  ddflf 
effect.     Murders  had  been  discontinued,  owing  to  the  euogy 
of  our  Resident  and  of  the  Italian  Consul.     The  ntunber  of 
executions,  therefore,  had  fallen  far  short  of  that  originally 
intended  "  by  the  bloodthirsty  tiger,  Theebau."     From  conTer- 
sations  with  Burmese  it  was   ascertained   that  the  King  had 
prepared  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  victimaj  "and  had 
even  gone  into  the  details  of  those  who  should  be  killed  on 
such  and  such   a  night/'     Of  the  royal  fionily  alone— wives^ 
sons,  and  daughters  of  the  late  King — ^no  less  than  fbrty-fiTe 
persons  were  said  to  have  met  their  fate.    The  people  at  the 
capital  were  beginning  to  discover  that  their  property  and  liTei 
were  at  the  mercy  of  ^'  a  barbarous  despot/'     With  referenoe 
to  previous  remarks  in  this  summary,  it  may  be  stated  that  a 
shrewd  writer,  on  hearing  that  King  Theebau  had  informed  hit 
counsellors  that  heretofore  fear  had  prompted  his  yielding  to 
the  English  demands,  and  that  henceforth  he  would  neither 
hear  nor  speak  of  proposals  for  an  accommodation  with  Eng- 
land,* declared : — "  It  is  all  very  well  to  ridicule  the  '  Golden 
Foot  ^  when,  seemingly  playing  the  role  of  Macbeth^  he  dete^ 
mines  to  hang  all  that  talk  of  fear,  but  this  sudden  change 
may  not  be  the  result  simply  of  a  tyrant's  whimsicality.     It 
looks  rather  as  though  he  had  just  received  '  Celestial '  prompt- 
ings, and  it  might  not  be  difiScult  after  all  to  connect  a  sequence 
of  events  which  at  present  seem  far  apart/'    Theebau  might 
prove  to  be  the  tool  of  "  a  greater  potentate ''  already  becoming 
conspicuous  as  the  "third  factor'^  in  Asian  affairs.     By  the 
*^nd  of  April,  information   was  received  in  ho^*^^^  *>*•<    ^K« 


jfln*>«^«<«««  wutt  »f*^^»r«var'N  iWciaUy  ('"ny^d  h^tl      -  .    ..— -     Mm. 
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Secretary  of  State  for  India  had  sanctioned  the  finally-reyifled 
estimate  for  the  Rangoon  and  Prome  Railway,  which  made 
provision  for  six  additional  miles  of  branch  line ;  but,  while 
civilisation  in  Lower  Burma  was  thus  becoming  so  apparent,  in 
the  Upper  country  affairs  were  in  a  strange  condition.  The 
King  had  been ''  drinking  heavily '' — what  he  had  been  drinking 
we  are  not  informed ; — power  was'slipping  back  into  the  hands  of 
late  King's  advisers ;  and  warlike  preparations  in  Mandalay  had 
ceased,  doubtless  from  the  effects  of  the  never-ending  royal 
indulgence.  The  King,  it  was  said,  never  appeared  in  public. 
But  still  our  diplomatic  relations,  through  Mr.  Shaw  (appointed 
a  second-class  Resident),  were  being  conducted  with  every 
courtesy,  in  the  ordinary  forms.  This  was  but  a  poor  conso- 
lation, while  humanity  and  commercial  enterprise  were  botii 
suffering  so  wrongfully.  So  long  as  Theebau  sat  on  the  throne 
the  peace  of  Burma  was  sure  to  hang  by  a  thread ;  while  the 
unfortunate  British  mercantile  community  conceived  the  bit- 
terest dislike  for  the  Burmese  Government, ''  so  hostile  to  all 
measures  for  developing  the  resources  of  the  country.'^ 

Early  in  May,  King  Theebau  was ''  stiU  diinking '' ;  the  Prime 
Minister  was  out  of  favour;  and  the  masses — ^perhaps  with  a 
meaning  which  the  King  did  not  think  of — ^were  for  war. 

The  King  was  brooding  over  some  scheme  of  revenge  for  the 
rebellious  attitude  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  the  Theinnee 
Chief;  and  the  Theinnee  Shan  tribes  were  in  open  rebeDion. 
There  was  little,  if  any,  actual  change  in  the  position.  The 
following  is  a  good  story  current  at  this  time : — ^When  the  news 
of  the  Zulu  affair  (Isandula)  reached  Mandalay,  Theebau,  in  a 
drunken  fit,  issued  orders  to  invade  British  Burma  vid  Prome^ 
and  to  take  Rangoon  I  Government,  and  the  reinforoementiy 
were  too  quick  for  him,  when  he  said  he  was  only  making 
preparations  to  resist  his  enemies,  the  Shans  I 

At  Mandalay  the  King's  troops  were  being  constantly  drilled; 
and  it  was  considered  almost  certain  that  Theebau  had  killed 
the  young  son  of  the  Theinnee  Princess, ''  because  of  the  re- 
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bellion  of  her  brother  and  other  members  of  the  Theinnee  Shan 
tribes.''    Other  murders  were   reported  to  have  taken  pbus; 
but  the  exact  truth  was  not  known.    However,  one  thing  was 
evident^  that  King  Theebau's  progress  in  maMscre— cxmtem- 
plative  as  well  as  actual —  was  very  considerable.     "  King  sdD 
drinking — trade  at  a  standstill/'  even  in  the  middle  of  Maj, 
was  the   standard    telegram;  and    it  was    also  affirmed    that 
General  Elmhirst^  an  officer  of  repute,  commanding  a  division 
in  the  Madras  Presidency,  would  take  the  command   of   an 
expeditionary  force  for  Upper  Burma,  in  the  event  of  war.     We 
were  then,  as  now,  of  opinion,  that  officers  who  had  a  good 
local  acquaintance  with  Burma  should  be  utilised  aa  much  aa 
possible  in    any  contemplated  operations.     Of  these    a  large 
number  could  be  found,  ready  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  farther 
the  glory  and  promote  the  interests  of  Oreat  Britain  in  Chin- 
India. 

King  Thecbau's  progress  hod  now  assumed  a  new  phase :  he 
had  prohibited  all  Europeans  (foreigners)  from  entering  the 
palace  walls  under  any  pretext  whatever.  More  surrounding 
tribes*  were  in  open  rebellion,  and  there  was  a  steady  aecrecy 
hanging  over  everything  taking  place  within  the  palace.  No- 
thing, it  seemed,  could  exceed  the  uncertainty  of  our  relationa 
with  Maudalay.  None  could  predict  what  "  act  of  ignorant 
violence  "  the  King  might  commit  if  he  remained  under  the 
influence  of  the  party  compromised  by  the  massacres. 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  Mr.  Shaw  had  a  long  meeting  with 
the  Prime  Minister ;  the  King,  however,  was  summoning  fireah 
levies,  which  removed  all  hope  that  the  crisis  would  pass  away. 
The  cultivators  between  Prome  and  Thayetmyo  were  reduced 
to  a  state  of  desperation.  There  were  no  workmen  to  get  the 
fields  ready,  or  to  sow  the  grain.  A  cloud  seemed  to  hang 
over  all ;  but  yet  it  was  believed  (doubtless  with  good  reason) 

^  It  was  said,  the  Bhama  Enchin  (Kakhyen)  tribes.    The  Kakhyens  form  a 
•"'n    arge  tribe,  and  are  warlike  when  roused      ^*^e'    ^A*^*-»Tn    *-^^^Ar  *• 
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at  Simla^  that  afiairs  were  more  settled  in  Upper  Burma.  A 
telegram  at  the  end  of  May  brought  the  intelligence  that  the 
King  had  determined  upon  war  ever  since  the  Resident's  re- 
monstrance as  to  the  massacres^  and  his  threat  to  lower  his 
flag  and  leave  the  capital  if  any  more  were  committed.  It  was 
now  undoubted  that  the  Theinnee  Prince  was  murdered^  and 
that  his  mother  had  been  tortured^  if  not  actually  slain.  It 
was  also  said  that^  although  there  had  been  no  more  '*  whole- 
sale massacres/'  several  cases  of  individual  murder  had  taken 
place,  generally  by  starvation  or  slow  torture. 

It  will  now  be  of  interest  to  relate  that  the  remonstrance  of 
the  Italian  Grovemment  ^^  against  the  Burmese  massacres  and 
shocking  atrocities/'  which  had  horrified  the  world,  was  most 
keenly  felt  by  the  Burmese  Government.  Italy  was  the  only 
country  which  had  formally  acknowledged  King  Theebau  and 
^^  the  ministers  had  hoped  for  her  support  against  the  British 
Government  I ''  King  Theebau's  progress  in  alienating  himself 
from  the  entire  civilised  world  appeared  to  be  most  rapid.  It 
is  hard  to  believe  that,  towards  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, we  shoidd  be  writing  about  such  a  Burmese  Caligula. 
The  famous  horse  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  which  he  styled  "  High 
Priesf  and  "Consul,''  and  which,  adorned  with  pearls  and 
splendid  trappings,  he  kept  in  a  hall  of  ivory,  has  at  length 
found  a  counterpart  in  the  White  Elephant*  of  the  Golden 
Foot,  both  of  which  noble  and  sagacious  animals  their  masters 
equally  disgraced. 

Caligula  and  Nero  died  about  the  age  of  thirty— the  former, 
as  every  schoolboy  knows,  having  been  assassinated,  and  the  latter 
having  killed  himself  to  avoid  a  shameful  death.  K  King 
Thebau's  jovial  fits  go  on  as  steadily  as   hitherto,  the  pro- 


*  Held  in  extraordinary  reneration  by  the  Bormeae  and  Siamese — the 
and  his  people  deeming  it  inanspicioaa  to  be  withoat  one.    For  an  exceUent 
acconnt  of  this  *'  sacred "  animal,  see  "  Burma,  Past  and  Present,"  voL  L 

pp.  249-60. 
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gresn  towards  destruction  will  soon  be  ended;  and,  fike 
Addison's  rake,  he  will  die  of  old  age  at  two-and-twenty ! 
The  Government  of  India  might  then  be  saved  all  iiudier 
anxiety  and  trouble  in  remonstrance  hj  placing  (under 
certain  conditions)  cither  the  Nyoungyan  Prince  or  tte 
Lunbin  Prince,  son  of  the  War  Prince  (elder  brother  of 
Mengdon),  who  was  killed  in  the  rebellion  of  1866,  firmly  on 
the  throne !  The  last  we  heard  of  the  ''  Lunbin  ''  was  that  he 
was  at  Rangoon,  studying  English.  There  are,  therefore^  hopes 
yet  for  Upper  Burma;  but  at  present  we  must  go  bade  to 
King  Thccbau. 

''Jolly  June/'  as  Spenser  hath  it,  found  the  King  ''still 
drinking/'  It  was  announced  that  he  had  sent  letters  and 
presents  to  the  Viceroy,  and  asked  for  a  personal  interview; 
but  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  his  subjects  would  allow  liim 
to  remain  on  the  throne,  or  not.  The  same  informant  an- 
nounced tliat  his  ministers  had  left  off  visiting  hini^  and  that 
his  troops  were  ''  a  mere  rabble/'  The  latter  remark  was 
highly  silly  and  impolitic,  and  leads  soldiers  to  undervalue  an 
enemy.  After  our  sad  experiences,  we  should  call  not  even 
the  worst  troops  ''  mere  rabble  "  ! 

For  an  Eastern  or  an  African  campaign,  we  should  even  be 
better  prepared  for  an  enemy,  with  whom  Nature  makes  up  for 
the  want  of  Science,  in  men,  material,  and  especially  the  In- 
telligence department,  than  if  we  were  going  to  fight  a  highly 
civilised  European  power.  This  is  the  only  true  philosophy 
of  war  in  sucli  a  vast  and  splendid  Empire  as  ours  ! 

The  mother  of  the  Nyoungyan  Prince  was  heavily  ironed ; 
and  the  King  was  so  terribly  violent  that  none  of  the  ministers 
dared  to  approach  him.  In  British  Burma,  the  merchants  of 
Rangoon  had  memorialised  the  Chief  Commissioner  in  reference 
to  Burmese  affairs.  They  alleged  the  existence  of  ''  an  extra- 
ordinary stagnation  of  trade  consequent  upon  the  uncertainty 
»f  our  T-elations  with  Upper  Burma,  and  the  iD«*e^^^*'^  '*^np^ 

■fci     'Vlf       M.^r       iflHifiOT**)     +0    flip     Mill'^flry    foT-'jr      'i-       -I  ,-y    ..    r._. 
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They  represented  that  the  trade  to  Mandalay  had,  "  since  the 
massing  of  the  troops^  declined  more  than  half  a  million/'  and 
that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  goods  cleared  at 
Rangoon  for  Lower  Burma  of  '^  a  million  and  a  half/'  It  was 
difficult  to  (imagine  ''  a  more  disastrous  state  of  affidrs/'  The 
matter  was  to  be  laid,  without  loss  of  time,  before  the  Indian 
Government. 

The  King  was  considered  to  be  seriously  alarmed  at  the 
approach  of  our  troops  to  his  frontiers ;  and  he  had  appointed 
'^  a  lot  of  savage  ruffians  as  his  body-guard/'  Formerly  youths 
of  high  rank  used  to  hold  the  office ;  so  the  change  had  greatly 
annoyed  the  better  class  of  people.  Having  had  a  fresh  list 
of  all  connected  with  the  royal  blood  submitted  to  him,  it  wbs 
naturally  believed  that  he  projected  another  massacre,  at  no 
distant  period.  But  it  was  all  set  down  to  the  stem  fact  that 
Theebau  was  *'  still  drinking."  '^  What  a  god-send,"  wrote  an 
ever  lively,  instructive,  and  witty  military  journalist,  '^this 
royal  ^  horrid  example '  will  be  for  the  teetotal  lecturers ! " — 
As  we  before  said,  drinking  and  murder  going  hand  in  hand 
together ! 

It  will  naturally  occur  to  every  English  reader,  who  has 
honoured  these  pages  with  a  perusal,  that  the  position  of  the 
British  Resident  at  Mandalay,  throughout  so  many  escapades 
of  King  Theebau,  must  have  been  a  very  responsible  as  well 
as  a  very  difficult  and  harassing  one — calculated  to  spoil  the 
best  temper,  and  wear  out  the  strongest  constitution. 

From  Simla  it  had  been  announced  that  the  Agent  de* 
spatched  by  the  King,  with  letters  and  presents  to  the  Viceroy, 
hod  arrived  ;  but  his  request  for  a  personal  interview  could  not 
be  granted.  The  conduct  of  the  Mandalay  Court  in  requiring 
our  Resident  to  submit  to  certain  ''  undignified  ceremonials " 
would  never  do ;  and  his  visits  to  the  King  had  been,  there- 
fore^ suspended.  King  Theebau  had  evidently  lost  his  best 
friend.  The  ditHcuIty  was  said  to  resemble  that  overcome  in 
China;  but  where  the  Emperor  of   China  yielded,  the  oom- 

26 
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pnrHtively  petty  potentate  of  Upper  Burma  held  out.  Prepm- 
tions  were  still  in  progress  for  the  coronation  of  ilie  Ki^. 
On  the  15th  of  June  the  amiable^  energetic^  and  aooomplished 
Resident  breathed  his  last.  His  death  was  aaid  to  proceed 
from  heart  disease,*  doubtless  brought  on,  or  BggmwMtBig  hj 
too  much  worry  and  anxiety.  Like  a  true  soldier.  Shaw  died  it 
his  fo»t,  with  harness  on  his  back ;  and,  although  hia  end  WH 
not  surrounded  by  a  halo  of  tragical  heroism^  aa  in  the  in- 
stances of  Sir  Alexander  Bumes  and  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari,  at 
Cabul,  still  England  lost  in  him  a  most  worthy  aon, ''  a  dis- 
tininiislied  explorer^  and  trustworthy  repretentatire  of  the 
Indian  (ioveniment  in  intercourse  with  border  potentatea,  le- 
quiring  tact  and  personal  influence.*' 

Reports  of  fresh  massacres  of  royal  princes  were  aaid  to  hate 
reached  tlu^  Indian  Government.  The  coronation  of  King 
Theebau  had  passed  over  without  any  disturbance.  It  was  now 
discovered  that  the  King  of  Burma  had  been  prosecuting 
"  certain  intrigues  and  encroachments  *'  in  the  Karennee 
country^  inconsistent  with  the  special  treaty  made  in  1875 
regarding  that  important  tract  of  '*  debatable  border-land.*' 

In  addition  to  the  late  massacres,  the  '^Rangoon  Timea" 
correspondent  had  gathered  *^  from  a  reliable  source '^  that 
''  the  poor  mad  Prince  of  Chabin  had  been  put  to  an  igno- 
minious deaths  having  undergone  kicking  and  slapping  for 
several  years.  It  m  as  said  that  like  his  grandfather,  Tharawadi, 
he  had  tried  to  render  himself  "invisible'^ !  Pooays  were  nu- 
merous ;  and  a  royal  lottcr}',  encouraging  gambling,  had  been 
established  since  early  in  May.  There  were  numerous  royal 
lottery  shops ;  and  the  Royal  Rake's  progress  now  appeared  to 
be  advancing  at  a  more  rapid  pace  than  ever. 

At  the  end  of  June  we  read  that  King  Theebau's  second 
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queen    had  succeeded  in  inducing   him   to   degrade  his   chief 
queen,  her  elder  sister. 

An  adventurer,  who  was  for  some  time  in  King  Mengdon^s  ser- 
vice, informed  the  public  that  this  sovereign  was  "  very  anxious  on 
the  subject  of  ironclads  and  fortifications,"  and  projected  iron- 
works,* "from  the  furnaces  for  the  smelting  of  ore,  down  to  the 
mills  for  rolling  the  armour  plates."  But  nothing  was  done.  The 
city  of  M andalay  was  also  described  : — "The  city,  with  the  palace 
in  the  centre,  forms  a  square,  and  is  surrounded  by  four  brick 
walls,  each  wall  being  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  twenty 
feet  in  height;  nine  feet  thick  at  the  base,  finishing  off  at  the  top 
to  three  feet,  all  the  slope  of  the  walls  being  inside,  where  earth  is 
also  packed  up  to  a  height  of  about  twelve  feet.  There  are  three 
entrances  on  either  side,  and  the  twelve  great  doors  are  shielded 
on  the  outer  side  by  blocks  of  brickwork.  These  walls  are  again 
surrounded  by  a  moat  fifty  feet  wide,  the  inner  edge  of  which 
is  about  thirty-five  feet  from  the  city  walls.  Tlie  city,  with  its 
walls  and  moat,  is  considered  by  the  Burmese  impregnable.*'t 

It  was  pleasing  to  hear  that  the  Burmese  conducted  them- 
selves very  well  on  the  sad  occasion  of  Mr.  Shaw's  death,  and  the 
funeral  was  largely  attended.  The  deceased  Resident  had  for- 
merly been  British  Agent  at  Ladakh,  and  his  knowledge  of 
Central  Asian  affairs  was  very  considerable.  Colonel  Horace 
Browne,  of  the  Pegu  Commission,  had  left  Rangoon  to  take 
charge  of  the  Residency  at  Mandalay^  till  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Shaw's  successor.J 


•  See  ])ape  373. 

t  For  a  most  intereRting  and  nsefal  description  of  the  present  capital, 
varying,  in  Home  respects,  from  the  above,  see  General  Fytche's  "  Burma, 
Past  and  Present,"  vol.  i.  pp.  250-254.  The  plan  of  the  wall  of  the  city  of 
Mamliilay,  with  its  crenelated  top,  flunking  buttresses,  and  parapet,  strongly 
resembles  the  great  wall  of  China. 

X  Mr.  St.  Bnrbo,  who  had  snccpoded  Mr.  Gooper  at  Bhamo,  acted  till  Colone 
Bn)wno's  arrival. 

26  • 
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Early   in   July,  the  British  public  were  furnished   with  a 
most  graphic  account  of  au  important  military  review  at  Maa- 
dalay.     It  must  be  kept  iu  mind  that  the  whole  foroe  of  tke 
Burmese  army  is  generally  concentrated  at  the  capital,  and  at 
this  time  it  was  believed  that  "  the  actual  influence  of  the  King 
and  his  Court  did  not  extend  beyond  a  radius  of  fifty  ndlsi 
round,  and  a  few  miles  on  either  side  along  the  banks  of  the 
Iniwady.*'   The  ''  Grand  Review  of  Burmese  Troops  in  Manda- 
lay'*  was^  doubtless,  a  most  important  local  event;    but  fiir 
any  purposes  of  war,  of  course,  it  was  utterly  useless,  and  no 
idea  of  Burmese  warfare  can  be  formed  except  when  the  enemy 
are  iu  their  jungles  or  behind  their  stockades.     The  ludicrous 
incidents  of  this  review,  at  which  some  five  or  six  thousand 
men  were  present,  were  admirably  brought  out  by  the  writer*; 
and,  like  too  many  effusions  of  our  highly  gifted  "  Specials''  of 
this  railroad  a^c,  they  deserved  a  more  permanent  place  than 
in  the  epliemeral  columns  of  a  journal.    From  the  terrace  of 
Signor  Andreino's  rcsidence,  the  view  is  described  as  ''  charm- 
'ng  enou<;h."    ''  On  our  left  front  on  the  other  side  of  the  city 
vas  Mandalay  hill,  with  its  white  pagodas  (reached  from  the 
surroundin<;  level  by  great  staircases  ornamented  with  colossal 
dragons)  shining  among  tlie  emerald  vegetation.    In  the  distant 
east  the  Shan  Hills,  gently  rounded,  lay  in  a  purple  shade.     On 
the  right  rose  a  jagged  peak,  which  local  superstition  avers  to 
be  the  wild  abode  of  the  '  nats,'  or  evil  spirits.    At  our  feet 
was  the  city  wall  with  its  embroidered  crest  of  notches,  firom 
behind  which  rose  the  roofs  of  the  King's  palace,  and  peaked 
kyoungs  and  pagodas  innumerable;  and  then  there  was  the 
splendid  moat,  with  its  brilliant  green  mantle  of  lotuses,  deco- 
rated here  and  there  with  the  large  white  flowers  that  are  the 
true  Buddhist's  veneration  and  delight.''     Such  description 
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this  would  do  credit  to  the  pen  of  a  Warbiirton  or  a  King- 
lake.  Most  of  the  Marines^  he  observed^  were  armed  with 
rifles.*  One  company  had  the  dh&^  "  the  national  knife^  which 
is  almost  the  same  as  that  terrible  weapon  of  the  Afghans^  the 
charah/'  Among  the  extraordinary  costumes,  he  observed  the 
''gilded  hats/'  worn  by  ''spearmen," — ^many  of  which  kind  (worn 
by  the  King's  troops)  we  picked  up  at  the  capture  of  Rangoon. 
Signor  Andreino  (the  Italian  Consul)  had  received  two  letters 
conveying  King  Humbert's  congratulations  on  Theebau's  acces- 
sion to  the  throne.  But,  at  the  same  time,  the  Burmese 
ministers  were  informed  that  the  late  massacres  had  excited 
horror  throughout  the  civilised  world,  and  especially  in  Italy. 
Although  the  steamers  of  the  Irawady  flotilla  at  Mandalay^ 
for  a  time,  had  left  off  their  "  banked  flres  " — ready  in  case  of 
rebellion — King  Theebau  was  said  still  to  continue  in  his  dan* 
geroi!-  "  3iad  lunes  " ! 

Colonel  Horace  Browne  was  now  the  hero  of  the  hour 
at  Mandalay.  On  his  arrival^t  towards  the  end  of  June^ 
he  had  been  escorted  to  the  Residency  by  several  Burmese 
officials,  and  visits  of  ceremony  were  paid  him  by  a  few 
of  the  grandees  of  the  Court.  But  no  apparent  change 
seemed  to  have  come  over  the  murderous  spirit  of  King 
Thebau,  or  that  of  his  executive.  No  sooner  did  we  hear 
of  the  new  Resident's  arrival,  than  more  massacres  by  the 
King  were  reported  to  have  taken  place.  This  time  the  vic- 
tims were  the  cousin  of  Nyoungyan,  and  two  sons  of  Paghan 
Myoza,  supporters  of  the  refugee  princes.  They  had  been 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  Mogoung,  the  Burmese  Siberia. 
"  Murder,"  it  was  said  from  Rangoon,  "  was  the  easier  means 
of  riddance." 


•  The  musket  was  first  introdnoed  into  the  Pega  and  Ava  ooontries  bj  the 
Portagaese.  The  stout  Burman,  with  hia  dhi  and  Hartini-Henzy,  may  yet 
fight  on  our  side  in  Upper  Burma! 

f  Strange  to  say,  his  gun  and  sword  were  detained  at  the  CnstonuhoiiM  on 
this  occasion,  for  a  short  time,  "  though  foreigners  an  aUowed  to  land  these 
ordinarily  without  a  pass." 
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Rangoon,  and  of  coune  Calcutta,  oonaidered  the  ntnatioa 
extremely  unsatisfactory.  But^  by  some,  it  was  thonght  Alt 
matters  were  improving  as  regarded  the  chance  of  peace.  AE 
reports^  however,  were  very  conflicting.  At  first  it  waaaaid  tfcift 
the  King  had  commenced  his  extensive  militaiy  prepazmtumsia 
"  terror  of  the  consequences  of  his  barbarity  **  ;  and  yet»  bo 
sooner  had  the  new  Resident  arrived  than  more  mniden 
were  reported.  It  seemed  clear  that  the  Gxxlden  Foot  m 
not  troubled  with  that  active  moral  check  and  oompamai 
in  life — a  conscience  ! 

Cholera^  our  Indian  ''Angel  of  Death/^  had  at  length  '^aprcad 
his  wings  on  the  blast ''  at  Thayetmyo ;  and  there  was  aome 
alarm,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  troopa.  The  exoeHent 
sanitary  movement  of  forming  a  cholera  camp  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  was  at  once  adopted.  While  marching  in 
India,  wc  have  found  crossing  a  river,  at  all  haaarda,  prove  a 
valuable  check  to  cholera.  This  would  seem  to  argue  in  fitvour 
of  the  disease  being  of  a  local  character;  and^  in  the  eaily 
stages,  change  or  movement  should,  therefore^  take  place  at 
once. 

The  King  liad  said  that  nothing  would  induce  him  to  agree 
to  a  settlement  of  "  the  shoe  question.'*'  We  have  before  touched 
on  this  point.  It  does  seem  eminently  absurd^  the  political 
officer  of  Her  Majesty  the  Empress  of  India  appearing  befine 
the  (]  olden  Foot  without  his  shoes  I  Life  is  too  short  for  aiudi 
useless  etiquette,  so  we  must  just  make  the  "Lord  of  Earth 
and  Air''  stoop  a  little  to  civilisation,  and  *'the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances." We  recollect  being  shoeless  (or  rather  bootleaa) 
during  the  year  of  the  great  Mutiny  (1857)^  when  present  at 
the  installation  of  the  Nizam  {lit.  putter  in  order)  of  the 
Dekhan,  at  Hyderabad.  The  Mussulmans  in  the  grand 
audience  hall,  while  apparently  keeping  the  pressing  crowd 
back  with  their  sticks,  in  case  of  our  being  forcibly  pushed 
^^  D'^ar  the  guddee  (cushion  or  throne)  of  Wir  TTiijrlmeaaf  had 
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found  with  some  difficulty ;  while  a  gallant  horse-artilleryman^ 
we  believe^  lost  his  helmet  altogether.  Should^  by  any  chance^ 
King  Theebau  reform^  we  trust  that  he  will  turn  his  strict 
attention  to  this  important  question. 

Not  long  after  the  King's  '' homicidal  fit/'  disturbances 
occurred  in  the  country  between  Mandalay  and  Bhamo ;  but 
the  officials  and  populace  at  the  capital  were  so  much  engaged 
with  State  lotteries^  that  the  fact  of  several  of  the  King's  ser- 
vants having  been  killed^  while  collecting  unusually  heavy  taxes, 
caused  no  sensation.  Human  life,  or  ''  flesh  and  blood/'  had 
become  very  ''  cheap  "  at  Mandalay. 

At  the  end  of  July,  it  was  said  that  a  rectifieation  of  the 
British  frontier  in  the  direction  of  Thayetmyo  was  looked  fixr 
at  no  distant  date;  the  Shans  near  Bhamo  were  quiet;  and  it 
was  rumoured  that  the  very  wise  step  of  removing  the  British 
Residency  at  Mandalay  to  a  more  secure  site  had  been  deter- 
mined on.  The  Resident's  guard  was  also  to  be  largely 
increased. 

At  this  time  public  attention  in  Russia  was  devoted  to  the 
future  relations  between  that  Empire  and  China.  The  ''  deve- 
lopment of  commercial  relations  for  the  benefit  of  Russian 
trade/'  was  the  leading  cause.  As  Russia  trades  with  China 
mainly,  if  not  solely,  by  land,  it  was  demanded  that  similar 
privileges  as  have  been  accorded  to  ''maritime  trade''  with 
China  should  be  granted  to  "  trade  carried  on  by  land."  Per» 
haps  most  Englishman  wish  that  we  would  keep  a  stricter  watch 
over  the  Nunquam  darmio  policy  of  Russia  in  the  East.  Like 
the  science  of  geolc^,  it  never  rests — ^its  law  is  progress. 

In  Asia  we  had  now  obtained  our  ''  scientific  firontier/'  and 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  our  victoriooa  army  in 
Afghanistan  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  There  might 
now  be  time  to  look  after  a  "  scientific  firontier "  for  Burma. 

It  was  remarked  iu  London  that  things  were  becoming  '*  very 
'  red '  in  Mandalay."  Perhaps  no  king  was  ever  so  euneutij 
watched.    His  ''  Progress "  had  become  a  sort  of  '*  honiehold 
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word/'  and  the  qncstionaf  "  Is  he  still  drmkui|f  ?''  "  Any  bor 
massacres?''  resounded  throoghout  the  land.  We  are  Ml 
aware  of  the  authority  on  which  a  popular  writer  bnsd  Ae 
remark  that,  after  the  recent  murders.  Colonel  Browne  took 
no  notice,  although  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Shaw^  aaidj  on  nj 
more  massacres  occurring,  he  would  haul  down  the  Biitiik 
fla<r  from  the  Residency  and  leave  the  capital.  It  was  afBmed 
that,  after  the  threat,  some  thirty  princes  were  alanghteredi 
but  tliis  was  an  evident  exaggeration.  In  the  e¥ent  of  Thee- 
bau  hereafter  being  one  of  our  feudatories^  it  was  interesting 
now  to  Icam  that,  with  reference  to  the  question  of  disanii- 
ing  the  native  princes  of  India,  it  appeared  that  ''  twelve  thou- 
sand British  troops  were  required  to  watch  the  forty-five  tlum- 
sand  troops  of  the  Nizam.''  Holding  Pega  as  we  dc^  and 
having  the  entire  command  of  the  Irawady  and  other  Burmese 
rivers,  u1)uut  one-half  of  that  number  should  suflSce. 

About  the  middle  of  August,  some  interesting  informatioa 
reganling  Uurma  was  received  in  Calcutta.     It  appealed  there 
were  two  parties  at  Mandalay.   The  Government,  or  Court,  and 
the  Moderate  parties — the  latter  party  belonging  to  the  pre- 
ceding reign.     The  ascendancy  of  the  Court  party  was  shown 
"  by  the  increasing  attempts  to  isolate  the  British  fiesident.*' 
It  became  very  questionable  whether  the  Indian  Grovemment 
would  long  care  to  keep  an  officer  of  high  political  rank  at 
Mandalay   on   such   terms.     It  was  now  thought  that   when 
Colonel  Browne  returned  to  his  post  in   British  Burma,  no 
olticer  of  equal  rank  would  relieve  him,  but  that  his  present 
Assistant  would  carry  on  ''the  unimportant  work  which  the 
system  now  pursued  at  Mandalay  leaves  for  our  Besident." 
The  genuine  and  philanthropic  desire  of  the  Indian  Gtovem- 
ment  to  keep  matters  quiet  was  steadily  observable ;  but  the 
King   and   the   Court  party  sorely  tried  our  patience.     Their 
present   policy   seemed   to  be,  to  "evade  open  aggression  or 
"sult/^     The   King,  however,  had   made  stead^    prrMn««»  'r% 
-u»Vodue«s,  ?m(l   al  length  w«^8  reported  "^n»A    .. -..,^^.     ..._- 
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and  brandy/'  Executions  and  drinking-bouts  continued.  And 
it  was  thought  that  if  Colonel  Browne  left  the  capital  the  King 
and  Court  party  might  be  rash  enough  '^  to  exceed  the  care- 
fully defined  limits ''  within  which  they  had,  so  tea,  restrained 
their  insolence. 

Uain^  during  the  year  1879^  was  by  no  means  wanting  in 
Burma.  Up  to  July  18^  the  rainfall  was  43*11  inches^  when  last 
year  it  was  only  82*82.  During  one  week  the  average  was  an  inch 
a  day.  But  even  such  an  average  appears  to  be  considerably 
less  than  what  the  present  writer  recollects  at  Rangoon.* 

With  reference  to  our  paper  on  the  mineral  wealth  of  Upper 
Burma,  at  the  end  of  August  we  read  that  some  Shans  having 
made  large  sums  of  money  by  trading  in  sapphire  and  rubies 
from  Siam^  numbers  of  others  had  recently  gone  there  from 
British  Burma.  The  stones^  though  '^  inferior  to  those  ob- 
tained in  Upper  Burma/'  were  said  by  the  Burmese  to  be  so 
plentiful  near  Bangkok^  that  even  women  were  anxious  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  mines.  But  it  was  considered  that  the  astute 
Siamese  Government  were  not  likely  to  allow  foreigners  many 
mining  privileges,  while  they  had  so  many  subjects  of  their 
own  anxious  to  make  their  fortunes. 

If  King  Theebau  did  not  prefer  spirits  to  wine^  living  as 
he  does  among  the  finest  rubies  in  the  worlds  instead  of 
murdering  his  relatives,  he  might  be  eiyoying  their  society^ 
governing  his  country  well,  while  developing  its  resources^  en- 
joying his  wine  in  moderation^  and^  perhaps^  occasionally  break- 
ing forth  in  the  rapturous  strain  of  the  Persian  Hafix  :— 
**  Boy,  let  the  liquid  ruby  flow, 
And  let  the  pensive  heart  be  glad  i  '* 

Early  in  September,  London  was  startled  by  one  of  the 
'^  Latest  Telegrams  "  (Rangoon,  September  2),  with  most  omi- 
nous headings,  in  large  type.  The  British  Resident  had  departed 
from  Mandalay ;  and  there  was  a  probable  ministerial  conspi- 

*  For  Meteorology  of  Burma,  see  Addenda,  Furt  IIL 
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racy  against  King  Theebau.  The  rank  <^  Resident  vaa  to  k 
reduced.  It  was  further  aaid  that  twelve  gone  wera  momtBi 
at  Menhla^  on  the  frontier,  where  there  were  tarty  Ihomml 
men. 

With  reference  to  troops  sent  by  the  Khig  to  Sliw<kD» 
gyee,  near  Bhamo,  it  was  considered  that  the  Bed  Karans  hid 
gained  the  day,  and  had  '^  hacked,  crucified,  and  chopped  if 
three  hundred  of  the  royal  army."      It  was  difficolt  to  get  As 
Burmese  soldiers  to  face  these  "  wild  creatures/'     The  aevcnl 
tribes  of  Karens  have  been   much  written  aboat^  and  mocii 
misunderstood.      Perhaps  our  friend  Dr.  Mason  knew  tbem, 
better  than  any  other  missionary  or  traveller.      Although  his 
success   among  them,   as  to  conversion,  was    wondeifalj  he 
nevertheless  speaks  of  them  in  terms  of  the  sererest  deprecia- 
tion.   They  are  "  a  race  of  incorrigible  liars,  and  aa  contmy 
as  Balaam's  ass.    They  are  as  cowardly  as  sheep,  as  savage  as 
wolves,  and  as  destitute  of  compassion  as  an  aUigator.^    Tb 
call  a  Burman  a  Karen  is  about  the  greatest  insult  you  can 
offer  him.    They  are  generally  considered  to  be  a  simple,  docili^ 
truth-loving  people.     Dr.  Mason  also  remarks : — "  I  have  never 
met  a  Karen,  in  the  church  or  out  of  it,  that  when  he  had 
committed  a  wrong  would  not  tell  a  fidsehood  to  cover  it/* 
Still,  with  all  this  they  are,  writes  Mr.  St.  Bsrbe,  "  a  Hmttfg 
industrious  set  of  people,  and  when  the  English  raj  had  intro- 
duced some  notion  of  justice,  order,  and  equal  laws,  they  began 
to  see  that  their  tribal  idiosyncracies,  their  barbarous  langaage^ 
and  unspeakable  habits,  were  considerable  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  their  realising  these  blessings  to  an  equal  extent  with  the 
Burmese  and  Talaings." 

The  Bghai  tribes  are  usually  divided  into  six  dans,  the  chief 
of  which  is  the  Kareunee  or  Red  Karen ;  ''  so  called,''  writes 
General  Fytche,  ''by  the  Burmese  from  the  colour  of  the 
bright  red  turban  thej  ^ear;  though  they  call  themselves 
fTS-T-i  '*->ipir  +prTn  for  mj.*.      '^cy  inhabit  t^**  'elevated  pl«*«fcim 

-.-.,.    -    ,t.l--      i^iii..     i»-   *»vitaU''  A-onliefi      i      -^>^    'v\nn^..T     M--1" 
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to  the  inhabitants),  extending  from  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Poung-loung  range,  immediately  joining  our  territories  on  the 
north-east,  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Salween  river.  It  consists 
chiefly  of  high  table-land  about  three  thousand  to  four  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  is  well  cultivated,  and 
in  parts  very  fertile/'*  Within  the  last  hundred  years  we  read 
that  the  Red  Karens,  originally  under  one  chieftain,  have  split 
into  two  separate  tribes,  western  and  eastern  Karennees.t 
"  Since  our  occupation  of  British  Burma, ''  continues  the 
General,  "the  former  tribe  has  been  most  friendly  disposed 
towards  the  English  Government,  and  has  given  every  assis- 
tance in  its  power  in  keeping  peace  on  the  frontier  and  opening 
out  trade;  while  the  latter  has  kept  entirely  aloof  from  all 
communication  with  us,  and  has  lately  acknowledged  the  su- 
zerainty of  the  Burmese  Government/'  From  prudent  motives 
in  1864,  the  old  chief  of  Western  Karennee  was  informed,  in 
reply  to  his  wish  that  we  should  act  as  protectors  and  go- 
vernors, that  we  had  then  no  desire  to  extend  our  frontier  in 
that  direction.  The  request  was  renewed  in  1869  by  the  late 
chief's  two  sons,  when  the  Burmese  were  making  encroachments 
on  their  territory,  as  also  on  Eastern  Karennee,  and  that  they 
would  have  to  succumb  unless  assisted  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. We  urged  the  Burmese  Government  not  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  Karennee.  It  was  our  wish  that 
Western  Karennee  should  retain  its  independence  and  nation- 
ality. Eventually,  however,  the  Burmese  Government  menaced 
and  assumed  sovereignty  over  the  hill  state,  which  obliged  our 
Government,  in  1875,  through  the  mission  of  Sir  Douglas 
Forsyth  to  Mandalay,  to  exact  a  more  effective  guarantee.  A 
boundary  was  then  laid  down,  "between  Western  Karennee 


•  "  Burma,  Past  and  Present,"  vol.  i.  p.  885-837. 

t  See  Map.     See  also  "  Pega,"  Appendix  X.,  p.  500,  where  lome  of  the 
remarkable  scriptural  traditions  of  the  Karens  are  cited. 
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and  Burma,  which  has  been  formally  reoognised  by  all  pniia^ 
and  the  autonomy  of  Western  Karennee  aecored."  Hie  wlwk 
of  the  Karennee  country  may  be  considered  of  great  ''  pdliticd 
as  well  as  strategical  importance."     {See  map.) 

We  have  thought  it  of  importance  to  bring  fbrwazd  theM 
remarks  in  the  present  critical  state  of  Burmay  aa  they  now 
become  mixed  up  with  the  law  of  King  Theebau'a  progren.  In 
addition  to  his  other  troubles,  the  SLarens  were  beginning  to  show 
their  teeth ;  and  it  was  severely  remarked  that  '^  if  he  had  not 
1)eeu  a  drunkard  before,  he  would  have  been  driven  to  the  botde 
now  from  pure  distraction/'  He  now  claimed  sovereignty  over 
the  Eastern  Karennee  country.  Of  course  the  British  Gtovenw 
ment  would  not  hear  of  such  a  claim  for  an  instant.  The 
inde{)endence  of  the  Eastern  half  of  the  Karennee  is  no  less  dear 
than  tiiat  of  the  Western  half ;  and  it  has  been  well  said  that 
''to  allow  Burma  to  possess  itself  of  Karennee  would  be  a 
strute^c  error  of  the  first  magnitude/'  as,  in  case  qf  war  it 
would  enable  the  enemy  to  turn  our  flank,  and  threaten  omr 
communication  betweeti  the  frontier  posts  and  the  sea^ports  I " 

In  short,  everything  seemed  to  be  tending  with  ElingTheeban 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  our  diplomatic  relations,  and  above  all^ 
the  Resident  had  not  been  treated  with  that  respect  due  to 
his  lii«j;h  rank.  Still,  the  course  pursued  by  the  Government 
exhibited  the  wise  caution  of  being  "  neither  hostile  nor 
friendl}'.^^  This  was  the  most  dignified  mode  of  conduct  which 
could  be  pursued.  If  we  were  forced  into  a  war,  it  would  be 
only  against ''  the  blood-stained  Prince,  whose  reign  is  a  dis- 
grace to  humanity .''  It  was  also  predicted  that  a  British 
invading  army  would  be  hailed  as  "  deliverers  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  Upper  Burma.'' 

With  regard  to  Colonel  Browne's  recall,  it  was  reported  from 

Simla  that  the  Indian  Government  had  given  directions  for  him 

to   return    to   his    post  as  Commissioner  in   British  Burma, 

onving  the  accomplished  civilian,  Mr.  Saint  Barbe,  as  Chanr^ 
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officer  of  junior  rank  would  suffice  for  the  discharge  of  the  poli- 
tical routine  duties  in  the  present  state  of  relations  with  Burma. 
Doubtless^  Colonel  Browne  will  never  forget  the  month  of 
August  1879  at  the  Burmese  capital.  The  granaries  empty ; 
trade  ruined;  the  people  lottery  mad;  the  King  ever  drinking 
or  seeking  out  a  new  victim ;  when  it  was  forcibly  written  from 
Rangoon^  that  "  ere  long  the  people  will  have  neither  money 
nor  food^  and  then  young  Theebau  may  well  tremble  I  **  The 
gallant  Colonel^  it  was  said^  some  time  before  his  departure^  with 
reference  to  the  grain  question^  was  nearly  threatening  to  haul 
down  his  flag  if  some  beneficial  arrangements  were  not  speedily 
come  to.  Upper  Burma  never  produced  '^  enough  grain  goods 
to  support  itself,  and  this  year  there  was  less  by  thousands  of 
bushels  than  in  any  former  year.^*  Was  ever  a  splendid  country 
in  such  a  sorry  plight  before? 

London  was  now  startled  by  news  more  serious  than  any  we 
had  received  from  Mandalay.  Telegrams  of  the  6th  and  7th 
September,  from  the  Viceroy,  announced  the  destruction,  on 
the  8rd,  of  the  Envoy,  Staff,  and  Escort  of  the  British  Ben* 
dency  at  Cabul;  and  our  friend,  the  Ameer^  was  invoking 
British  aid.  The  avenging  angel  was  at  once  ordered  to  be 
got  ready,  in  the  shape  of  a  strong  force  to  march  at  once  on 
the  doomed  city  of  treachery  and  rebellion.  Following  this  sad 
news,  it  was  prematurely  affirmed  that  the  British  Resident  in 
Upper  Burma  had  left  for  Rangoon,  fears  having  "grown  kst 
King  Theebau  might  have  been  tempted  to  follow  the  CSabul 
example." 

With  reference  to  that  most  important  subject,  the  trade  of 
Rangoon — in  which  Calcutta,  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  and  other 
great  commercial  centres  are  so  much  interested — tb.  (yConnor, 
of  the  Statistical  Department  in  the  City  of  Palaces,  had  re- 
cently declared  that  '^  the  trade  of  Rangoon  last  year  exceeded 
that  of  Madras,''  probably  on  account  of  the  depression  caused 
by  the  famine  in  that  Presidency.  It  is  evident,  however,  said 
Mr.  O'Connor,  ''that  Rangoon  is  onb  of  thi  most  rising 
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PLACES  IN  THR  Kast^  and  it  is  quite  as  evident  that  the  citjof 
Madras  is  not  particularly  well  suited  for  conuneroe,  and  thai 
no  great  development  of  trade  may  be  looked  for  there  sneh  as 
may  be  anticipated  at  Rangoon/'  With  a  King  like  Theebm, 
however^  tbc  trade  of  Rangoon  is  in  a  great  measure  crippled; 
and  only  a  good  and  liberal  ruler  is  wanted  for  Upper  Banna 
to  make  Rangoon  the  second,  if  not  the  first,  city  in  our  Easten 
Empire. 

It  is  diflicult  to  think  how  King  Theebau  received  the  news 
of  the  Cabul  massacre.     It  was  said  by  a  good  authority^  "  The 
slaughter  of    the   British   Mission   haa    doubtleaa    quid^ened 
Tiiee])au's  determination  of  putting  our  policy  of  '  repoae  and 
defence '  to  the  test.    We  shall  probably  not  contemplate  a 
forward  movement  unless  we  arc  attacked ;  but  that  we  shall 
be  attacked  is,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  only  too  pro- 
bable."    Truly^  the  very  greatest  forbearance  at  Rangoon  and 
Maudalay  was  now  rec^uired  to  avert  an  open  rupture  with  the 
King  of  Burma,  especially  with  a  King  so  uncertain  as  Theebau. 
However,  wc  thought  that  a  very  successful  advance  on  Cabnl 
might  change  the  position  in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Foot ;  and 
depression  and  ruin  of  trade  might  yet  give  us  more  anxiety 
than  the  chance  of  war.     Again,  it  was  thought  that  the  ''com- 
mcrcitil  interests  "  of  Rangoon   would  not  suffer  from   a  war 
with  Burma ! 

Kino  Theebau's  Tabiff. 

At  this  time,  the  following  information  was  of  interest : — **  The 
King  of  Burma  has  published  his  tariff  for  the  Burmese  year 
1241.  The  English  translation  covers  some  twelve  or  thirteen 
folio  pages.  Tiio  Burmese  Government  is  bound  by  treaty  obliga- 
tions not  to  levy  more  than  five  [ter  cent,  on  goods  which  are  im- 
ported from,  or  exported  U),  British  Burma.  The  tariff,  therefore, 
has  only  to  give  the  quantity  and  value  on  which  the  duty  is 
assessed.  It  professes  to  have  been  drawn  up  'after  consultation 
vith  brokers  and  n^^euue  officers/  ■  who  among  them  seem  to  have 
;/^rr-'^f +'>?    -^^Tiin^      "^ish-liand  basins,  em^^^r  bo^^^*"*"  pills,  frying 

-^.i.       --..•--.►         liK-»    S..rl«'    ipafp   ]■»•»! ff  Sot '^      ^  "    »•    ..       »f  fl«r     tiling 
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included  in  the  imports.  Of  the  exports,  the  foUowing  may  be 
noticed — ^walnuts,  human  hair,  cheese,  preaching-benches,  dolls, 
brass  finger-rings  with  mock  jewels.  Besides  the  imports  from 
British  territory,  various  goods  'brought  in  by  Shans  on  their 
shoulders '  are  mentioned  in  the  tariff,  including  ivory  from  across 
the  mountains,  rhinoceros'  horns,  camphor,  silver,  tigers'  skin, 
tigers'  milk,  dried  shrimps,  peacocks'  tails,  gold  dust,  and  ponies. 
The  brokers  and  revenue  officials  must  surely  have  been  mistaken 
when  they  said  that  the  last-named  article  was  brought  in  by  Shans 
on  their  shoulders."* 

The  situation  at  Mandalay  was  now  by  no  means  a  pleasant 
one  to  contemplate.  The  lives  of  the  Mission  were  not  thought 
safe  for  a  single  moment.  Still  it  would  have  been  highly  im-^ 
politic,  as  well  as  a  serious  matter,  to  have  broken  off  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  King^s  Court,  "  because  of  the  probability 
that  such  a  rupture  would  sooner  or  later  end  in  war/*  It 
was  also  well  said,  that  the  withdrawal  of  our  Chargi  fPAffakrt» 
and  suite  would  have  been  interpreted  by  King  Theebau  and  his 
ministers  as  an  indication  of  coming  hostilities,  and  under  that 
belief  they  would  have  done  us  what  harm  they  oonld  while 
opportunity  offered. 

It  was  now  declared  that  ''  a  settled  and  friendly  role,  the 
strict  observance  of  treaty,  and  the  recognition  of  oar  hege- 
mony ''  must  form  the  bases  of  any  future  relations  with  Upper 
Burma.  But  we  do  not  agree  that  these  could  recently  have 
been  attained  '^  easily  and  effectively  *^ — ^in  &ct  they  could  not 
have  been  obtained  at  all  with  such  an  evil  agent  as  King  Theeben 
at  the  head  of  affairs  I  When  the  time  for  action  cornea — and 
we  think  it  is  nigh  at  hand — doubtless,  the  Home  as  well  as 
the  Indian  Government  will  be  ready.  We  could  only  hope 
that  before  such  took  place,  the  King  and  hit  dissolute 
advisers  would  not  imitate  the  summary  fashion  of  the  Heratee 
mutineers   at  Cabul.     It  was   curious  to  note  in  the  tele- 
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grams  fn)in  India  the  juxtaposition  of  news  sach  as  the  mnitiisfffr 
at  Cabul  and  the  Herat  outbreak  being  almost  sunnltsneosi^ 
and  the  appn^hension  felt  regarding  our  Residency  at  Msn- 
dalav — the  latter  in  a  country  so  very  diffexent  in  eveiy  wwf 
from  Persia  and  Afghanistan  !  Referring  to  Bnxma  it  vas  abo 
published  in  London,  at  the  end  of  September,  that  afidn 
wert*  verj'  critical  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  that  the  Indiaa 
Government,  between  Cabul  and  Burma,  was ''  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma/' 

Early  in  October,  '*  Anglo-Indian  ^*  wrote  to  a  leading  daily 
jounial  on  the  *'  Danger  at  Mandalay/'  The  writer  was  of  opinion 
that  <'  never  before  in  the  annals  of  British  relations  with  an 
Asiatic  Court  had  there  been  such  an  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  things  as  is  now  visible  at  Mandalay/'  "  Anglo-Indian  ** 
also  said — which  agrees  with  our  previous  remarks — that^  ''so 
long  as  the  drunken  and  half-insane  despot  Theebau  is  supreme 
it  is  impossible  to  see  how  things  can  mend  there/'  Through- 
out this  sketch  of  King  Theebau's  progress,  which  we  are  now 
bringing  to  a  closc^  perhaps  our  readers  will  be  inclined  to 
agree  with  the  severe  epithets  here  used  towards  the  Golden 
Foot.  It  will  be  well  if  they  only  reach  the  Golden  Ears,  that 
the  "  Lord  of  Earth  and  Air ''  may  change  his  mad  career  in 
time.  In  a  few  months  he  has  done  enough  injury  to  himself 
and  Burma  to  satisfy  a  whole  line  of  wicked  kings ;  so,  when 
our  troubles  arc  over  with  Afghanistan,  or  before  they  are  orer^ 
we  shall^  doubtless,  sec  what  can  be  done  to  better  the  condition 
of  a  hopeful  people,  and  one  of  the  fairest  and  most  promising 
countries  on  God^s  earth  I 

Annexation  and  Non-Annexation. 

We  think  it  will  be  of  interest  to  follow  up  the  lamentaUe 
'  T>roe:res8 ''  just  related  with  a  very  few  remarks  on  the  above 
-'><icCT4»^  which  to  Englishmen  are  becoming  more  familiar  th»v 
-.  -         Vlnlo  'vr^fitiigr,  ^e  IcaTP  that  Sir  G»rp«*^    "Ff^l«fcl<ii    ■  ,^ 
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solved  a  problem,  how  we  may  hold  sway  in  Zululand  without 
amiexation.  We  trust  that  the  solution  will  prove  satisf  actory, 
but  still  we  are  by  no  means  sure  that  the  energetic  Sir  Bartle 
Frere  was  wrong  when  he  proposed  annexation  as  the  only 
security  for  the  future  peace  of  the  colony.  If  we  can  get  a 
controlling  as  well  as  a  commercial  power  in  a  country  we 
conquer,  without  putting  the  revenues  into  our  own  pockets, 
then,  of  course,  annexation  is  unnecessary.  If  we  cannot  get 
these  requisites  to  civilisation  (to  further  which  Destiny  impels 
us  forward)  without  annexation,  then  what  remains  to  be 
done  ?  We  know  little  of  Zululand,  its  chieft,  or  its  people ; 
but,  as  to  Upper  Burma,  it  strikes  us  most  forcibly  that  it  is 
just  one  of  those  countries  where,  without  annexation,  in  the 
event  of  a  successful  war,  our  obtaining  any  controlling  or 
commercial  power  of  a  lasting,  useful,  and  productive  character, 
would  be  simply  impossible.  And  the  difSculty  is  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  stem  fact  of  Pegu  having  been  so  long  a 
flourishing  British  possession,  having  at  its  command  the 
noble  Irawady  and  the  chief  ports  of  the  old  Burman  Empire. 
One  portion  already  annexed — let  the  annexation  be  right  or 
wrong — ^the  other  portion,  if  anything  were  done,  must  follow 
as  a  natural  consequence.  One  thing  is  plain ;  we  could  not 
annex  a  part  of  Upper  Burma,  and  leave  the  rest  to  a  reigning 
sovereign.  The  consequences  of  such  a  step  would  be  at  once 
fatal  to  peace  and  prosperity  in  British  and  Upper  Burma. 

If  we  conquered  and  left  the  whole  to  a  reigning  sovereign^ 
in  a  short  time,  the  work  would  have  to  be  done  over  again. 
If  we  made  the  King  of  Burma  a  feudatory,  with  his  levies,  in 
a  country  of  dacoits  and  Bob  Boys  of  a  most  daring  character^ 
there  would  be  continual  local  collisions,  as  well  as  with  the 
British  troops  on  our  frontier  stations  in  Pegu.  If  we  par- 
titioned out  the  country  to  chiefs,  Myat-htoons  would  arise  in 
abundance,  and  keep  us  in  perpetual  hot  water.  Then,  again, 
the  Shans,  Karens,  and  other  powerful  tribes  would  be  dis- 
satisfied if  we  took  any  half  measures.    They  would  be  in  doubt 

27 
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whom  to  serve.    The  grand  aeqoenoe  isj  theraEon^  ciAs  h 
not  act  at  all  in  the  event  of  conquest^  or^  if  we  do  act, lefts 
put  Upper  Burma  in  exactly  the  same  poritioii  as  Pegu,  AnAfl^ 
and  Tcuasscrim.  There  is  no  fear  of  China.  On  the  OGntmytts 
Chinese — keen  traders  as  they  are — and  the  ever-hosr  Skn^ 
wouhl  welcome  our  appearance  betwean  Mandalay  mi*1  Bhano  ■ 
a  ^rod-scud,  for  the  purposes  of  opening  out  a  trade  whidi  ia  toB 
would  rival  nearly  all  the  commercial  openings  in  the  woridl 
Although,  with  the  great  Peter's  traditional  policy  trang  Ift 
extend  her  frontier  in  every  direction,  we  have  nothing  to  §m 
from  the  shifting  character  of  Russian  diplomacy  in  Asia^  wUdia 
gradually  working  out  its  own  destruction.     This  i«maA  Imik 
U8  to  think  of  some  important  views  expounded  by  Mr.  Tk> 
hnvnoy  Saunders,  in  an  admirable  lecture  delivered  some  jefli 
ago,  and  which  arc  of  especial  interest  at  the  present  *■wM^^^ 
"  \Vc  sliould  counteract  Russian  influence  in  Persia  by  ^^VW 
a  more  direct  interest  in  the  affairs  of  that  conntiy^  djBwAm 
her   commerce,  and  improve  land  and  water  commiiTiiffirtiffli^ 
Then,  also,  if  it  was  sound  policy  to  convert  Afghanistan  into 
a  barrier  against  Russian  aggression,  far  stronger  argomenti 
could  1)0  adduced  in  favour  of  so  uHliHng  the  great  CSUmw 
Empire.    Non-aggressive  and  highly  desirable  aa  it  haa  piofsd 
to  be,  its  integrity  should  be  maintained  at  all  basaria,    tf 
tlioso  portions  of  its  territory  north  of  India  should  fall  into 
tlic  hands  of  Russia,  we  must  be  prepared  for  the  conseqnenoei. 
The  future  of  Mongolia,  and  perhaps  of  the  world  at  largp, 
niiglit  depend  on  the  course  of  Ango-Indian  policy  on  this 
truly  Central  Asian  question  !  " 

Again,  to  the  question  of  annexation.   When  King  Theeban's 

grandfather,  Tharawadi,  was  on  the  throne^  nearly  forty  yean 

ago,  supposing  that  Pegu  had  been  annexed  in  the  First  Bor- 

T""se  War,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  wo^ild  have  given 

.^  inst  ''QiiQo  for  also  annexing  Upper  Burma     ^bich  would 

-.^»    ii>..'r-«  .ndy  b»^e  «H'*»^d  the  state  ^^  oflRai-.    *^.  ^ii**  nreaent 
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being  deprived  of  all  his  other  ports,  any  more  than  a  Briton 
would  consider  his  country  independent  if  he  saw  London^ 
Liverpool,  and  Glasgow  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  Ever 
since  the  conquest  of  Pegu  we  have  virtually  had  the  entire 
Burmese  Empire  at  our  disposal ;  so  even  to  talk  of  annexing 
now  appears  hardly  correct.  We  wish  peace,  good  government, 
and  steady  commercial  prosperity  in  Upper  Burma;  and  if 
those  be  not  in  Upper,  there  can  be  neither  peace  nor  a  thriving 
commerce  in  Lower  Bimna  or  Pegu.  The  one  country,  through 
the  course  of  events,  has  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  other, 
which  would  seem  to  put  the  word  "  Annexation "  entirely 
out  of  the  question. 

It  was,  perhaps,  some  such  considerations  as  these  that  kept 
the  late  King  of  Burma  quiet.  He  was  reported  to  be  a  great 
reader ;  and,  like  the  intelligent  and  educated  Mahomedan  or 
Hindu,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  passing  events  of  the  day^ 
and  mused  over  the  stem  vicissitudes  of  things.  But  Mengdon 
and  Theebau  are  two  very  different  specimens  of  a  King :  the 
former  used  his  talents  according  to  what  he  thought  best 
under  the  circumstances;  the  latter  abuses  them,  and  for 
months  has  appeared  to  be  incapable  of  forming  any  opinion 
whatever,  except  whom  to  kill  next,  or  what  the  ''proof 
strength  of  his  next  draught  may  be !  To  take  the  country 
of  such  a  ruler  entirely  under  our  charge,  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  would  surely  be  a  masterly  stroke  of  policy  for 
any  government.  It  would  be  a  humane,  a  generous  act.  It 
seems  a  pity  now  that  Lord  Dalhousie  did  not  take  charge  of 
the  "  worthless  rind  '^  after  all.  For,  really,  partial  annexation 
— especially  where  a  capital  always  rife  for  rebellion  is  con- 
cerned— is  a  great  mistake.  You  leave  the  root  of  evil  in  the 
ground  while  you  only  lop  off  and  take  care  of  the  branches, 
till  some  fine  day  you  behold  springing  up  before  you  the 
"  boundless  Upas,  the  all-blasting  tree,''  of  fiendish  treachery 
and  rebellion  !  But,  in  the  discussion  of  either  policy — an- 
nexation or  non-annexation — party  must  be  left  entirely  out 
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of  the  question.    It  it  simply  a  qoestum  of    far  better  or  fa 
worse? 

You  may  as  well  try  to  put  an  amount  of  reMon  i«*o  tti 
head  of  a  strong  party  politician  as  to  teach  a  moiioiNilkiB( 
Burmese  Sovereign  the  principles  of  free  trade.  Tbat  gnl 
statesman,  Mr.  Cobden^  was  against  the  annexation  of  Begit 
We  all  know  our  Empire  is  too  large  already  for  more  m»w<hw- 
tion  anywhere.  Conscnratives  and  Liberals,  as  a  mle,  are  not 
against  it ;  and  we  know  from  Lords  Beaoonafield  •^nil  Cm- 
brook  that  neither  annexation  nor  a^^reasion^  nor  nndoe  ibp 
terfercnce  in  the  affairs  of  other  States^  is  the  policy  of  lit 
present  Conservative  Government;  but^  in  the  case  of  Upps 
Kurma^  the  Lord  of  Misrule  now  impels  us  forward,  m*/1  m  m 
are  goaded  on  by  ''  the  force  of  circumstances/'  so  is  he 
lutely  bent  on  his  own  destruction  I 


POSTSCBIPT. 

Thb  Looshais  asd  the  Nagas. 

At  a  time  when  so  much  uncertainty  prevailed,  in  India  and 
England^  regarding  the  situation  in  Burma^  it  was  natoisl  for 
those  who  had  given  attention  to  that  country  to  be  stmck 
with  the  intelligence^  which  was  announced  towards  the  end  of 
October,  that  there  was  danger  of  a  ^'Looshai  rising";  ^^^ 
again,  that  the  recent  revolt  of  the  N£ga  hill  tribes,  or  their 
rising,  might  '^  provoke  the  Burmese  to  some  outrage  ♦^^Mi^ 
would  render  war  inevitable.'^*  Such  news  tended  to  force  on 
us  more  and  more  the  impression  that,  were  Upper  Burma 
under  British  rule,  there  would  be  nothing  to  fear  from  Loo- 
shais, Nagas,  or  any  other  tribes  in  these   wild  quarters   of 


•*  In  tho  middle  of  November,  some  hondreda  of  anned  Bnnnana 
.he  Aeng  PasB  between  Akyab  and  Ejouk  Phjoo ;  but  they  left  on  ihB 
mce  of  the  polioe.    Still,  the  ooontry  Mtw^er  Xfpj^^  !»«»«••  4unf 


THE  LOOSHAIS«  421 

Eastern  Asia.    There  would  soon  be  no  uncivilised  tribes  what- 
ever to  disturb  our  well-earned  Imperial  repose. 

The  Looshais^  on  our  north-eastern  frontier^  gave  us  trouble 
in  1872  j  and  the  present  writer  had  the  temerity  to  assert  in  a 
London  periodical  that^  "  in  the  event  of  what  has  been  termed 
'  the  involuntary  annexation  of  those  Looshai  hills^  wherever 
they  are/  where  Generals  Brownlow  and  Bourchier  have  just 
been  wandering,  the  Rajah  of  Munnipoor,  with  his  men^  doubt- 
less, will  ever  be  ready  to  do  us  good  service.  We  think  that  out 
of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  native  troops  of 
India — or,  say,  out  of  the  forty-two  thousand  Madrassis  who 
were  so  staunch  during  the  Mutiny,  and  who  furnish  the  native 
garrisons  of  Burma — with  a  European  regiment  or  two,  a  select 
force  could  be  spared  for  some  additional  territory  to  strengthen 
our  eastern  frontier;  and  the  geographical  knowledge  gained 
by  the  Looshai  expedition  will  greatly  tend  to  facilitate  our 
movements/'  The  grand  stride  of  civilisation  in  esse  points 
to  this  quarter  of  the  iiniverse.  North-east,  South-east,  and  to 
South-western  China.  t>L^na  would  never  object  when  she  saw 
the  prospect  of  an  increased  trade  founded^  not  on  visionary 
schemes,  but  on  the  solid  foundation  of  British  Imperial 
progress! 

In  1872  a  popular  writer  was  asked  by  a  London  mAp-sdlei 
whether  Looshai  was  not  an  island  on.  the  coast  of  China  1 
Yet  it  was  nearly  a  hundred  years  since  we  first  came  into 
contact  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  region^  and  abont  three 
years  before  the  above  display  of  geographical  knowledge  we 
had  despatched  '^  an  abortive  expedition  against  those  peats  of 
our  tea-planters  in  Cachar.^'  The  inhabitants  of  the  Looshai 
region  are  termed  indifferently  Looshais  or  Kookies.  They  are 
not  two  separate  tribes,  as  some  suppose.  The  Looshai  country 
is  described  as  ''  an  extensive  tract  of  hilly  country,  densely 
covered  with  jungle,  traversed  by  numerous  streams  and  only 
sparsely  inhabited  by  a  semi-nomadic  race  of  men^  who  pass 
their  time  alternately  in  rude  cultivation^  hunting,  and  internal 
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warfare,  varied  by  occasional  predatory  incmsioiiis 
occupied  either  by  the  British  or  the  semi-independent  StifcBi 
proteete<i  l)y  them/'  The  Loonhai  district  is  situmted  betvea 
21"  20"  and  22""  30"  N.  latitude,  and  lies  nortli  of  the  BritUk 
province  of  Chittagong,  south-west  of  the  protected  State  d 
Muniiipoor,  south  of  the  tea-district  portion  of  Brituh  Cadsr, 
and  due  west  of  the  protected  State  of  Tipperah.  It  is  aboit 
sixty  miles  broad,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  kmgi 
"  The  l)est  way  to  find  the  Looshai  coantiy  is  to  drew  a  has 
duo  east  from  Culeutta.  At  a  distance  of  about  three  hnndnl 
miles  this  line  strikes  the  south-eastern  angle  of  the  divtriet  k 
question.-  The  inhabitants  of  the  Looahai  coontiy  aie  be- 
lieved to  be  of  Malay  origin;  but  nothing  can  be  pronoinioed 
with  certainty  regarding  them,  except  that,  when  rooaed  into 
action,  they  become  very  dangerous  and  troublesome  nei^ 
hours,  in  three  great  tribes,  numbering  about  twenty-lm 
thousand ;  and  the  sooner  they  are  entirely  placed  under  Britiik 
rule  the  better  for  the  future  peace  of  our  south-eastern  frontier. 
As  our  Indian  Empire  advances,  we  must  be  preparcd, 
especially  in  Knstcm  Asia,  for  local  surprises,  and  tribal  ri8ingl^ 
which  will  give  ample  opportunity  for  the  display  of  political 
talent,  fortunately  not  rare  in  our  Indian  Services.  Notwitk- 
standing  the  new  regime — which  has  its  merits — the  old  spirit  of 
Malcolm,  Metenlfe,  Munro,  Outram,  and  many  others^  will 
eiing  to  the  soil,  and  make  clever  politicjds,  though  it  may  not 
make  great  statesmen.  Such  an  affair  as  a  Nfiga  risings  in  itadfj 
seems  of  little  importance ;  but  it  is  just  these  little  things  that 
produce  great  results  in  ''the  stupendous  whole''  of  our 
Government.  A  worthy  and  talented  Commissioner  is  mnr- 
dered ;  and  the  question  comes  naturally  to  be, — ^Why  ?  And 
again,  by  the  British  public — always  anxious  to  acquire  know- 
l«*dgc — Who  are  the  Nagas ;  whence  come  they  ? 

'''*^m  a   deseri[)tion  oi^    different  tribes  inhabiting    in    and 
i"^  flip  i\d   Burman  Empire,  hv  ^^-^i^ar^  ^^ »1colmj '' who 
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explore  a  new  field  of  missionary  enterprise  in  the  East/'  we 
learn  that  the  Nagas  are  a  numerous  people  on  the  borders  of 
Cachar^  Munnipoor^  and  Assam.  Their  country  belonged 
partly  to  one  and  partly  to  the  other  of  these  States.  They 
are  called  N&gas  (literally  "  naked  people ")  from  their  almost 
total  want  of  dress ;  and  they  are  divided  into  many  dans  or 
tribes^  differing  greatly  in  their  measure  of  civilisation.  ''  The 
better  sort  dwell  in  compact  villages  of  well-built  houses  on 
high  hills^  and  are  reported  to  be  a  very  handsome  and  athletic 
race^  active  both  in  agriculture  and  merchandise.''  Their 
religion  is  a  rude  sort  of  demonology^  but  they  have  little  or 
no  idea  of  a  Supreme  Beings  or  of  the  nature  of  the  soul. 
Some  of  these  tribes  were — and  possibly  are  at  the  present 
time — in  the  lowest  state  of  humanity;  and  ''Mr.  Rae^  of  the 
Serampore  Mission^  has  made  extensive  journeys  among  them 
and  the  Meekeers^  and  published  ample  and  interesting  details.'' 

Some  forty-three  years  later^  Captain  Forbes^  in  his  inte- 
resting work  on  ''  British  Burma  and  its  People/'  saysj  with 
reference  to  the  conquest  of  India  by  the  Aryan  races,  and 
their  wars  with  the  people  they  found  in  possession  :—*'' These 
non- Aryan  tribes  are  described  under  various  names,  several  of 
which  have  been  identified  with  those  so-called  aboriginal 
tribes  of  the  present  day.  Amongst  these  were  the  N&gaa,  who 
are  described  as  having  been  a  powerful  and  partly  civilised 
people.  We  cannot,  certainly,  clearly  connect  these  Nigas 
with  those  tribes  of  the  same  name  which  now  occupy  the 
East  of  Bengal  and  belong  to  the  Tibeto-Burman  teaxulj,  but 
we  may  mark  the  coincidence."* 

We  are  strongly  inclined  to  think  they  are  the  very  same. 
If  not^  who  can  they  be  ?  It  is  surely  easier  to  believe  in  the 
Naga  pure  thus  put  before  us,  than  in  the  idea  that  the  White 
Karens  of  Burma  and  the  Todars  of  the  Neilgherries  are  de- 
scended from  the  Ten  Tribes  I    The  mysteries  of  mankind— 

•  PagsST. 
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''  names  and  natures  '^ — are  yet  to  be  revealed.     We  me  adj 

ju»t  commencing  the  study.     But  our  business  at  pmcni  a 

with  the  Niigas  of  our  own  day,  on  the  north-eastern  frontkr 

of  Assam  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable^  as  has  been  remsxked  to 

us  by  a  shrewd  obsen'cr,  that  they^  taking  advantage  of  fle 

withdrawal  of  our  Envoy  from  Mandalay,''*'  became  ripe  lor 

revolt.    Tiic  murder  of  the  exeellent  Mr.  Damant,  EdUftial 

Agent  in  the  Hills,  took  place  at  Eonoma^  some  twenty  miki 

south-east  of  Kohima,  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the  yesr,  had 

t}ecn  made  the   head-quarters  of  the  Political  Agency.    Mr. 

Damant  was  one  of  the  most  promising  members  of  the  Ansm 

Commission,   and   in    1876  had  acted    as   Political  Agent  at 

Munipiir    (Muunipoor),  and  his   political  and    adminiatmtife 

career  was  said   to    be  marked  by  **  courage^  tact^   and  dii- 

en^tion/'    The  fault  on  the  last  melancholy  occasion  appesn  to 

have  been  the  want  of  a  sufficient  force  at  Kohimaj  on  wUdt 

position  the  rebels,  after  the  murder,  immediately   advanced. 

And  now,  after  the  place  has  been  relieved  (27th  October)  we 

learn  again  the  lesson  that  such  uncertain  posts  in  a  wild  r^icHi 

should  be  of  considerable  strength  in  men  as  well  as  materisl^ 

and  that  a  political  agent's  escort  should  always  be  very  strong 

and  select,  composed  partly  of  Europeans,  and  should  never  be 

divided.t     Eventually,  as  remarked,  Kohima^  with  its  stocksdi^ 

was  relieved,  and  a  "  terrible  catastrophe ''  probably  averted.   If 

»everc  measures  be  not  adopted,  we  venture  to  thinkj  the  Ntga 

hill  tribes  will  yet  give  us  much  trouble,  quite  as  much  as  the 

Looshais  did  some  years  ago.     The  former  expedition  to  the 

Naga  hills  was  in  December  1877.     About  the  middle  of  No- 


•  See  Note,  p.  426. 

t  We  rcnti  that  half  the  escort  (of  eighty  sepoys)  was  left  in  the  plstai 
(Konoma)  below  when  Mr.  Damaiit  advanced. — ^The  relief  of  ITnhiTUft  waa  en- 
trusted to  Colonel  Johnstone  (with  two  thousand  Muniptiries),  when  aoime 
1o8i)erate  fighting  took  place.  "  Showera  of  bullets,  spearsy  and  rocks  "  met 
\T  troops  in  each  attack.     Stone  walls  had  been  built  by  the  enemy  ee  ob 

•uctions. — r'o^'^nei  Nn* ^"11,  Major  Evans,  and  all  ♦»»*    *rorm«  om^.^^*^  Mr 
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yember  (1879)  it  was  announced  that  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
had  expressed  her  '' heartfelt  sympathy''  to  Mr.  Damanfs 
parents  on  the  loss  of  their  brave  son  under  circumstances 
"  exceptionally  trying/' — ^To  the  relatives  and  friends  of  all  who 
die  in  the  service  of  their  country^  nothing  is  more  grateful  than 
the  kind  and  ever  thoughtful  expressions  of  the  Queen-Empress. 


NOTES. 
Thb  BirsMBSB  BoTAL  Faihlt. 


Information  has  reached  us  from  Burma  (wrote  the  ^^  Koneer  *') 
in  greater  detail  than  we  have  previously  received  of  the  nume- 
rous family  of  the  late  King.  The  gay  old  monarch  had  during 
his  life-time  fifty-three  recognised  wives,  by  whom  he  had  forty- 
eight  sons  and  sixty-two  daughters,  or  a  nice  little  family  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  children,  of  whom  fifty-nine  survived  him. 
Of  the  fifty-three  wives,  twelve  died  before  the  Ejng,  and  of  the 
remainder  two  were  imprisoned  by  him  on  account  of  their  sup- 
posed complicity  in  plots  by  their  children,  the  Meng-Gwan  and 
Katha  Princes;  and  two  were  expelled  for  adultexy.  Deducting 
those  who  died  and  these  four,  the  King  had,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  thirty-seven  recognised  wives.  Of  these  thirty-seven 
ladies  one  only  was  massacred  by  Eing  Theebau.  She  appears 
to  have  been  particularly  obnoxious  to  him  on  account  of  her  being 
the  mother  of  the  Mekhara  Prince,  a  powerful  rival  of  Theebau's. 
No  fewer  than  fourteen  of  this  lady's  children  and  grandchildren 
were  massacred  with  her ;  one  of  her  grandsons  had  fled  to  Bangoon. 
Thirteen  of  the  late  Ejng's  wives  quitted  the  palace  either  daring 
his  illness  or  just  after  his  death.  The  remaining  twenty-three  wives 
are  still  in  the  palace,  and  of  that  number  seven  only  are  free  or 
believed  to  be  so.  The  other  sixteen  are  in  confinement  more  or 
less  strict.  Seven  are  known  to  be  in  what  may  be  called  rigorous 
imprisonment;  some  of  them  are  in  double-irons,  half-starred, 
and  not  permitted  to  have  any  attendants.  Out  of  the  forty-eight 
sons  bom  to  the  King,  twenty-four  died  before  him,  leaving  twenty- 
four  alive  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Of  these  twenty-four,  four- 
teen are  known  to  have  been  massacred  by  Theebau.  Four  are 
now  alive  in  India,  leaving  only  six,  including  the  present 
King,  alive  in  Mandalay.  Of  these  six,  only  one  bedde  the  King 
is  grown  up.    This  one  is  the  Kya-beng  Frinoey  who  is  a  lonatio; 


426  On&  BUBMBSI  wabs. 

and  it  18  not  certain  that  even  he  hai  been  left  alire.  The  oAer 
fdur  uro  hoys  frum  tvu  to  two  jean  of  age.  Out  o£  the  nxtj-tvo 
dau^btiTti  of  th<*  Lite  King  .thirtj-tLve  surriTed  him.  Four  of 
thotff,  all  married  to  princes,  were  with  their  fctwiH^a  killed  bj 
Theohau  in  February  and  March  last ;  of  the  remainder  twentj- 
one  are  now  in  confine  men  t  in  the  palace,  nine  of  them  being  in 
close  im]>risonment. — Sept.  1879. 

Withdrawal  of  the  British  Besidbvt  fsox  MajmALAT* 

This  for  some  time  expected  erent  took  place  on  the  6th  of 
October,  under  instructions  from  the  Indian  GoTemment.    Doe 
notice  was  ^iven  by  Mr.  St.  Barbe,  the  ABsistant-Bendenty  to  the 
Burmese  authorities,  that  he  was  about  to  quit  the  capitaL    The 
departure  was  announced  by  telegram  from  Simla  on  the  7tli, 
which  added  : — *'  Since  the  departure  of  Colonel  Horace  Browne^ 
the  position  of  Mr.  St.  Barbe  had  daily  become  more  and  men 
unsatisfactory.     The  studied  discourtesy  with  which  he  was  treated, 
combined  with  the  spirit  of  antagonism  towards  the  Britiah  dieplajed 
by  King  ThiHibau  and  the  Court  party,  and  finally  the  system  of 
espionage  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  Residency  eatabliBhed  bj  the 
Burmese  authorities,  rendered  the  continuance  of  diplomatic  rda- 
tions,  even  for  routine  business^  impossible^  and  Mr.  St.  Barbe  wae 
accordingly  instructed  to  leave.     Notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Kesideucy  was  given  to  all  the  British  subjects  in  Bhamo  and 
Mandalay.    Acts  of  barljarity  continue  to  be  committed  hj  the 
Palace   party."     It  was  pleasing  to  know  that  he  left  without 
molestation  for  the  British  steamer,  with  the  whole  of  hia  establiihp 
ment.     Soon  after,  all  the  English  residents,  with  their  property, 
and  that  of  the  ilotilla  were  preparing  to  leave  the  capitaL    And  so 
ended,  for  the  present,  our  diplomatic  relations  with  King  Theebaa 
and  his  Court  at  Mandalay !      Nothing  could  have  been  more  for- 
bearing than  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  Gk>vemment  in  this  matter ; 
and  Mr.  St.  Barbe  deserves  credit  foi^the  true  English  "pluck**  he 
displayed  throughout  the  severe  trial.     The  rising  young  Bengal 
civilian  achieved  distinction  which  would  have  been  impossible  as 
Political  Agent  at  Bhumo.    ''The  withdrawal  of  the  Besidency 
from  Mandalay,"  we  read  ("Standard,"  8th  of  October^  "will 
involve   the  abandonment  of  the  minor  Besidentship  which  the 
Government  of  India  used  to  uphold  at  Bhamo."     It  was  thouirHt 
iiat,  excepting  for  information  about  Yunnan  and  tb^  Kakhj^ 
..ihaq  '^'»oiw»^'^v-ii^  rer'*i~"»d.  the  ab^^^'ti^n  of  f^e  pc^-      >*il(J  lw|  ck 
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little  importance.  However,  there  is  oertainly  a  great  fatnre  in 
store  for  Bhamo^when  British  trade  with  South-west  China  be- 
comes developed,  which  must  be  the  case  ere  long !  While  on  the 
subject  of  '' BesidentSy"  it  is  interesting  to  leam  from  General 
Fjtche  that,  "  in  the  present  day  the  British  Besident  at  Mandakj 
is  (was)  in  direct  communication  with  the  Foreign  Secretaij  to  the 
Government  of  India,  without  the  intervention  of  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner." And,  again,  on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Tule,  that 
''Ejng  Tharawadi  is  said  to  have  been  much  amused  at  the 
success  of  his  efforts  to  extinguish  the  Besidency,  and  thought 
it  an  especially  good  joke  that  the  Besidents  somehow  always  got 
ilL"  Simultaneous  with  the  departure  of  the  Besident,  the  Indian 
Government  had  ordered  H.M.'s  ships  ^^Buby ''  and  **  Wild  Swan'* 
to  Bangoon. 

Thb  Populatiov  ow  Mutdalat. 
The  Mahomedane  in  Burma. 

We  have  received  the  following  information  from  the  most 
authentic  source,  which  will  constitute  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
population  statistics  already  given : — The  number  of  houses  in  the 
city  and  suburbs  of  Mandalay  is,  in  round  numbers,  about  12,000; 
and  the  population  is  roughly  estimated  at  65,000.  We  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  number  of  Mahomedans  among  them. 

To  this  we  may  add : — It  is  curious  to  observe  that,  out  of  the 
82,000  Mahomedans  in  Burma,  the  majority  are  the  descendants 
of  Mahomedan  lathers  and  Burmese  mothers — a  strange  ^llimf^^ 
between  the  religion  of  (Gautama  and  that  taught  by  the  EoiaiL — 
Truly,  as  has  been  well  said,  the  whole  Mussulman  world— espe- 
cially in  India  and  Eastern  Asia — requires  from  us  the  most  serious 
attention  at  the  present  time,  so  as  to  avert  any  possible  danger. 

Knso  THssBAifs  Hbad  Qxmnr. 

A  correspondent  of  the  '^ Times  of  India"  wrote  from  Mandi^ 
lay : — '<  Extensive  preparations  are  being  made  at  the  palace  in 
prospect  of  a  coming  event,  viz.,  the  confinement  of  King  Theebau's 
head  queen,  the  Soo-pyah-lat.  The  Phongyees  (priests),  Poonaks 
or  astrologers,  Baydin  Sayas  or  fortune-tellers,  have  been  duly 
consulted,  and  they  have  all  unanimously  come  to  the  conclusive 
prediction  that  the  new  comer  will  be  a  royal  son,  and  Theebau  has 
declared  that  he  shaU  be  the  Boyal  heir-apparent  to  the  throne  of  the 
King  of  the  Bising  Sun,  Lord  of  the  White  Elephant,  the  Golden 
Umbrella,  Ac    It  is  reported  that  the  cradle,  which  has  just  been 
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completed,  cost  the  State  nearly  two  laklifl  of  ropeea.    The  cndb 
was  fi»t  framed  with  mango  wood,  and  oncaaod  with  sheet  gold 
iimide  and  outside.    Over  this  is  ornamented  gold-work,  set  wift 
precious  stonos  of  all  kinds— diamonds,  rubies,  aapphires,  emenUi^ 
&c.,  and  the  work  is  said  to  be  Terj  superior,  as  it  ia  turned  oat  bj 
the  bust  of   the  first-class  goldsmiths  of   Upper   Bunm.    Hm 
arrangi'meuts  for  fitting  up  the  cradle  are  aa  follows : — ^A.  soft  bed 
or  cushion  covered  with  green  silk  velyet,  and  the  sides  with  en- 
broiden^d  work.    I  should  have  stated  the  ms^wwo^  i^  which  the 
cradle  was  to  be  fixed,  and  how  worked.    A  thick  iron  rod  has  been 
fixed  across  the  room,  some  twelve  feet  above  the  floor,  and  the 
cradle  is  8U8i>ended  bv  means  of  golden  cords,  made  of  golden  wire 
for  the  purpose  of  swinging,  and  to  work  backwards  and  forwards 
like  punkahs  in  your  part  of  the  world.    The  King  objected  to  the 
old  method  of  having  the  Bojal  cradle  pulled  hj  a  parcel  of  old 
women,  so  the  mechanical  and  engineering  elements  of  his  kingdom 
wore  called  into  requisition,  and  1  am  told  that  one  of  the  Italisn 
mechanics  has  invented  a  wind-up  machine  by  which  the  cradle  osn 
be  set  going,  once  wound-up,  for  a  daj  or  night,  or  until  further 
orders,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  King.    The  Bojal  babe  is  to  be 
nursed  and  brought  up  in  the  English  style,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  rupees  was  given  to  one  of  the  sisten 
of  the  convent  here  to  purchase  a  complete  outfit ;  and  my  ior 
formant  sajs  that  the  sister  has  faithfully  executed  the  order,  and 
the  paraphernalia  for  the  youth  has  been  deposited  in  good  time. 
The  King  and  Queen  are  said  to  abhor  the  sight  of  Europeans, 
and  of  the  English  particularly,  and  yet  we  have  the  &ct  before 
us  that  the  foregoing  preparations  are  after  the  European  fashion.'* 
The  l>elief  in  astrology  in  Burma  being  quite  as  strong  as  it  was 
in  Britain  during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  the 
writer  of  the  foregoing  graphic  picture  might,  even  before  the 
advent  of  an  infant  Theebau,  have  introduced  a  Chin-Indian  Oiiy 
Manner ing,  who,  in  his  divinations  regarding  the  future  son  and 
heir,  might,  taking  the  key  from  the  Royal  parent,  have  observed 
''  that  three  periods  would  be  particularly  hazardous — ^his  fifth^^ 
his  tenth —  his  twenty-first  year"* — about  the  latter  age  his  &ther 
having  ruled  over  Upper  Burma ! 

*  Soo  **  Guy  Mannezing,"  ohap.  iv 


TBOOPS  IN  BXJBICI*  429 


BRITISH    BURMA   DIVISION. 


(Adjutant-General's  Office,  Fort  St.  Oeoi^^  1st  July  1879.) 

Head-quarters,  Rangoon, 

Two  batteries,  8tli  Brigade^  Royal  Artillery;  one  company  of 
Sappers  and  Miners ;  89tli  Foot ;  24tli  Native  Infantry. 

TTutyei-myo. 

E.  battery,  1st  Brigade,  and  half  a  battery  Bojral  Artillery ; 
Head-qnarters  and  wing  44tb  Foot ;  82nd  Native  Infiuitry. 

Toungoo. 

Two  batteries,  8tb  Brigade,  Bojral  Artillery;  wing  44di 
Foot ;  4l8t  Native  Infeuitry ;  two  companies  and  a  half  88rd 
Native  Infimtry. 

Sfnoi'ffyeen. 
One  company  and  a  half  88rd  Native  Infimtiy. 

Maulmain. 
Wing  88rd  Native  Infantry. 

Port  Blair  {Andanum$). 

One  company  89th  Foot;  seven  companies  and  a  half  28rd 
Native  Infantry. 

Nicobars. 
Half  a  company  28rd  Native  Infiemtiy. 
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Regiments  tpecialfy  on  Service  m  Bmnma. 

H.  M/b  43rd  Foot ;  wing  54th  Foot ;  C.  company  S«ppen 
and  Miners;  wing  19th  Native  Infantiy;  22nd  Native  In- 
fantry ;  Slst  Native  Infantry. 
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ADDENDA. 


PART  I. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  NARRATIVES  OF  THE  CAMPAIGNS 

OF  1824-25. 

LiBUTENANT-CoLONBL  GoDWIN  AT  MaBTABAN  ANB  Tb. 

The  passage  from  Rangoon  on  the  Irawady  to  Martaban  on  the 
Salween  appears  insignificant  on  the  map.  But  the  strong 
currents  of  the  intermediate  portion  of  the  coast  baffled  day 
after  day  the  fleet  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Godwin.  He  did  not 
arrive  near  the  romantic  lake  and  heights  of  Martaban  before 
the  29th  September.  On  the  80th  the  Burmans  were  driyen 
from  its  town^  fortified  pagodas^  and  stockaded  lines^  by  a  scien- 
tific attack.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  detached  Captain  O'Beilly 
of  the  4l8t  against  Y^-Mijo.  This  also  was  rapidly  captured. 
The  occupation  of  Martaban  brought  the  British  upon  the 
frt>ntier  line  of  the  Siamese.  But  no  efforts  of  either  Burman  or 
British  agents^  neither  arguments^  promises^  nor  threats^  oonld 
ever  divert  that  Government  from  their  cautions  and  reserved 
system  of  policy.  They  persevered  in  an  armed  neutrality  to 
the  end  of  the  protracted  contest^  carefrdly  watching  the  tre- 
pidations of  the  balance  of  success.  They  could  never  be  drawn 
into  any  overt  act  of  hostility  against  the  Burmans;  but  to 
keep  well  with  their  enemies^  they  filled  the  streets  of  Ban- 
goon  with  a  tinsel  embassage,  so  soon  as  they  heard  of  the 
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advance  of  the  Britiali ;  and  dnring  the  ihifd  eunpaiga  Aa 
political  agents  at  Martaban  were  ammed  from  time  to 
with  choice  specimens  of  enigmatical  eloquence  hy  a 
in-Chief  with  the  sonorona  name  of  Boong-roong. 

The  Health  of  the  Taoopa  at  Ranooobt.^b 

Meanwhile  the  privations  and  sofferinga  of  ilie  troops  il 
Rangoon  were  painfully  aggravated.  The  continiied  ma  of 
salt  provisions  had  added  to  the  disease  which  prejed  m 
them  before,  scuny — a  frightful  scourge  anywhere,  hnt  on  ths 
humid  delta  of  an  huge  river,  a  foe  to  human  health,  iHndi 
seemed  to  defy  extirpation.  The  heavy  raina,  which  had  in- 
termitted after  the  second  week  of  October,  were  renewed  ia 
November  with  their  former  violence.  Shipa  despatched 
Ilangoon  in  July,  could  not  bring  back  any  ciffectual 
in  less  than  four  months.  Private  adventorera  had  hioii^ 
sliccp  and  poultry  to  this  mart  of  starvation.  But  they  wen 
few  in  number,  and  were  sold  at  rates  incredibly  exorbitant. 
They  furnished  only  an  ephemeral  repast  for  the  tables  of  a  few 
of  the  half-famished  officers.  Pine-apples  abounded  in  the 
forests.  Limes  and  citrons  were  to  be  found  in  rude  orcharda. 
The  juice  of  these  fruits  might  have  been  rendered  sanative  to 
a  few,  if  used  as  antiscorbutics  only.  But  the  heedless  voracity 
with  which  such  unripe  rarities  were  svrallowed  by  hnngiy 
soldiers  proved  fatal  to  hundreds  of  dysenteric  sufferers.  Bread 
had  been,  from  the  month  of  August,  supplied  in  sufficient 
quantities  for  the  consumption  of  hospitals.  But  the  rations  of 
the  soldier  consisted  of  rice,  a  crude  indigestible  viand  fixr  the 
stomach  of  a  native  of  Britain,  salted  beef  and  pork,  which 
vitiated  the  animal  juices,  and  biscuit  seldom  fresh,  and  com- 
monly swarming  with  animalcules,  or  mouldy  from  long 
retention  under  hatches,  or  in  damp  magazin^^      Th*  mn^nly 
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of  medicines  was  not  abundant^  nor  assorted  with  a  yiew  to 
peculiar  ailments^  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Of 
most  of  the  articles  included  under  the  head  of  medical  com- 
forts^ there  was  yet  a  greater  scarcity.  It  may  be  surmised 
that  where  there  were  no  cattle^  milk  was  not  procurable ;  yet 
a  milk  diet  would  have  saved  many  valuable  lives.  Dropsical 
symptoms  manifested  themselves  extensively.  Dyspepsia^  and 
acute  hepatitis  were  yet  more  common.  Diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery committed  lamentable  ravages.  For  dyspeptic,  hepatic, 
dysenteric,  and  scorbutic  patients,  there  were  neither  milk, 
vegetables,  farinaceous  food,  nor  nutritive  broths.  These  de- 
ficiencies baffled  the  skill,  though  they  could  not  extinguish  the 
zeal,  of  the  medical  officers.  The  plan  of  mooring  transports  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  board  of  which  convalescents  might 
inhale  the  sea-breezes,  did  not  produce  very  beneficial  results. 
The  most  successful  of  the  sanitary  measures  was  the 
ment  of  a  depdt  at  Mergui. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Oodwin  at  Tantabain. 

It  was  known  to  the  British  that  Bandoola  had  concentrated 
a  force,  swelled  by  this  time  to  a  considerable  amount,  at 
Donabew.  The  Eee  Woonghee,  or  first  Woonghee  of  the 
Empire,  commanded  several  detachments  intended  to  cover 
the  left  bank  of  the  Irawady.  One  of  these  had  taken  pott  at 
Tantabain.  It  was  the  plan  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  to 
assume  two  principal  lines  of  advance,  one  up  the  stream  of  the 
Rangoon  river,  Panlang  branch,  and  great  eastern  branch  of 
the  Irawady,  the  other  parallel  to  the  prolongation  of  the  left 
bank  of  this  same  branch ;  but  at  some  distance  firom  it,  as  &r 
as  Sarawah.  At  that  point  the  two  lines  would  become  coin- 
cident. It  seemed  necessary  as  a  preliminary  measure  to  dear 
the  Laing  river.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Godwin  was  detached 
against  Tantabain.    This  officer  found  the  enemy  on  the  lOUi 
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of  Fcbrnary,  posted  two  thoiuand  rtnmg  in  a  posiiioii  on  fli 
])oiiit  of  a  little  peninsula.  Two  sides  of  tbieir  waA  wen  Cfr 
tended  to  eleven  hundred  paces  each.  It  was  fined  wtt 
thirty-six  ^uns.  Tlie  Lieutenant-Colonel  caused  the  "Sifcek 
lite  "  armed  ship^  towed  by  the  steam  vessel^  to  <»nfi1aAt  qdb 
face  of  the  dcfenees.  He  paralysed  the  barbarians  I17  her  fii^ 
and  a  shower  of  roekets  launched  from  the  deck  of  the  'H)iaiis/' 
by  Captain  Graham's  troop.  The  Burmans  were  amsied  it 
the  veloeity,  the  dazzlin*^  light,  the  rapid  suocesaion^  the  filil 
aim^  and  ominous  hissing  of  this  new  weapon.  The  gxensdiaEi 
of  the  -Hst^  transported  by  the  boats  to  a  point  sheltered  fian 
fire,  rushed  upon  the  enemy  in  the  moment  of  oonstemaiioB. 
Tlie  work  was  carried.  The  barbarians  left  behind  thirtj-fiosr 
out  of  thirty-six  guns. — Havehck. 

Major  Sale  at  Bassbik. 

Sir  Archibald  Campbell  had  sent  some  troops  to  manoBiifm 
on  the  line  of  the  great  western  branch  of  the  Irawady.  Major 
Sale's  transports  were  conveyed  by  H.  M.'s  frigate  "Lame,*' 
and  tlie  Hon.  Company's  cruiser  *'  Mercury."  The  passage  of 
liis  fleet  round  the  circumference  of  the  coast  was  tedious.  It 
readied  Pagoda  point  in  great  Negrais  on  the  24th  of  f^broaiy. 
Major  Wabab  had  arrived  here  in  May  1824^  when  all  might 
hiive  ]}e(ni  attempted,  which  was  now  worth  attempting.  The 
enemy  Iiad  constnictcd  some  works  on  both  the  greater  and  the 
lesser  island.  Their  defenders  were  put  to  flight  by  the  fire 
of  the  ships  of  war.  Whilst  the  expedition  was  making  its 
way  with  little  opposition  between  the  picturesque  Impfa  of 
tlie  magnificent  stream^  the  Burmese  set  fire  to  Bassein  and 
retreated  towards  Lamina.  The  fleet  anchored  off  the  smoking 
niins  on  the  3rd  March.  Major  Sale  having  established  his 
vonpa  in  flip  nren  of  thc  Grand  Pagoda  endeavoured  by 
,,..   -.^    ...r     .»..     iiatribnfion  of  proclamations,  to  res^^n^ 

•..-.tr.^     .     -j.T    nhjiik^    ■£  rjip  <^lRinfnpd  injift^^fatifii       Thin 
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Fbome. 


The  fate  of  the  campaign  was  decided^  as  it  had  been  easy 
to  foresee,  under  the  walls  of  Donabew.  Sir  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, regaining  his  former  line  of  route,  by  recrossing  the 
river  at  Sarawah,  prosecuted  an  unopposed  advance.  He  en- 
tered Prome  on  the  25th  April  1825.  General  Cotton's  division 
in  rejoining  him,  encountered  no  obstacles  but  the  rocks^ 
shallows,  and  rapids  of  the  Irawady. 

But  the  army  had  lost  half  a  month.  Prome  was  its  place 
of  arms  during  the  monsoon.  A  reconnoissance  was  pushed  to 
Meaday  fifty  miles  beyond  it.  Prome  may  be  considered  the 
third  town  in  the  Empire.  The  commercial  advantages  of 
Rangoon  seem  to  entitle  it  to  rank  second.  Prome  stands  on 
a  somewhat  lofty  margin  of  the  river.  A  timber  stockade  en- 
closes three  or  four  narrow  streets  of  huts,  the  wooden  houses 
of  the  local  Government,  those  of  the  priesthood  and  numerous 
pagodas. 

Considerable  intervening  spaces  are  partially  planted  with 
trees.  Prom  the  platforms  of  the  work  the  inhabitants  look 
forth  across  a  stream  of  a  thousand  yards  at  the  rocky  heights 
which  guard  the  right  bank.  These  are  a  portion  of  the  chain 
of  wooded  hills,  which  extend  in  unbroken  links  from  a  point 
on  the  right  bank  forty  miles  below  Prome  to  another  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles  above  it. 

This  line  of  two  hundred  miles  is  beautiful  throughout  The 
eye  of  the  voyager  on  the  Irawady  is  perpetually  feasted  with 
the  sight  of  hanging  woods,  which  in  this  climate  are  never 
entirely  deprived  of  their  foliage.  In  the  more  abrupt  bends 
of  the  river  the  rocks,  which  occasionally  decorate  the  left 
bank  also,  seem  to  unite  themselves  amphitheatrically  with 
those  of  the  right. 

The  spectator  may  fancy  himself  on  a  lake  in  a  mountainous 
region.  This,  and  sudden  glimpses  of  pagodas  perched  adven- 
turously on  the  summits  of  crags,  like  the  castles  of  the  Bhine^ 
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an*  the  principal  features  of  the  pictnreBqiie  in  Atb.  The 
of  l^romc  \H  salubrious  as  well  as  beautifuL  Tlie  town 
Iiraltliy  placo  of  residence  even  in  the  aeaaon  of  rain.  Tl 
of  tlic  hrcczy  hills  around  it  is  yet  more  delicions. 

A  line  of  heights  lower  than  those  of  the  right  bank  ex 
alon<;  the  left  from  Shwe-doungmyo,  ten  miles  below  Vi 
A  f(*w  hundred  yards  southward  of  the  latter,  these  hiDi 
off  a])ruptly  at  a  right  angle^  shaping  their  course  inti 
interior.  On  the  summits  of  the  mounds  and  hillock  of 
rau^c  the  troops  were  cantoned.  Roomy  huts  of  mats,  til 
and  thatch,  were  quickly  thrown  up  for  them.  The  of 
])uilt  themselves  small  bungalows  of  the  same  materials.  1 
from  eare^  from  wants  and  sickness^  they  here  spent 
(lays  nearly  as  agreeably  as  in  the  remoter  stations  of  the 
sidoncicH.  Another  monsoon  was  before  the  army  ;  but 
far  different  from  the  last !  The  defeat  of  BandooU  at 
kaing  had  restored  its  population  to  Rangoon.  His  del 
and  the  dis|>crsion  of  his  bands  at  Donabew^  relieved  the  p 
and  villages  of  Pegu  from  the  second  reign  of  terror. 
T^ritish  army  had  acted  on  its  march  in  the  spirit  of  the  I 
volent  proclamation  of  its  leader.  It  had  conciliated  I 
Fi*oni  Rangoon  to  YandalxM)  the  conduct  of  the  force  waa 
eiiiplary.  Even  the  followers  of  the  camp,  by  fiir  the  i 
intractable  portion  of  an  armament  in  India,  were  never  g 
of  seriims  indiscipline.  This  opinion  does  not  rest  sold 
I^ritish  testimony.  He  who  should  dispute  its  correct] 
M'ould  find  many  thousands  of  Feguers  to  contradict  him. 
presence  of  General  Sir  A.  Campbell^s  divisions  was  not  ( 
never  felt  as  a  calamity  in  Pegu,  but  regarded  as  a  protec 
against  the  severity  of  the  Burmans.  In  April  1826,  t 
departure  was  bewailed  in  terms  of  clamorous  regret,  whicl 
prudential    arguments  could  restrain.     The  simple  peopL 


•  April  1,  1826.    Supposed  to  have  been  canied  by  a  Oongnwe  lookal 
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these  proyinces  arrived  at  once  at  the  secret  of  British  supe- 
riority without  the  aid  of  metaphysics,  or  political  economy. 
They  said,  "  The  Inglee  Hqfahs  pay  for  everything,  and  do  not 
cut  off  our  heads/'  This  surprised  and  delighted  them. — 
Havelock's  Campaigns  in  Ava. 

Malown. 

Sir  A.  Campbell's  Despatch  reporting  the  result  of  the  attack 
on  the  Burmese  entrenchments  at  Malown  (or  Melown)  on  the 
19th  January  1826,  has  a  peculiar  interest ;  but,  as  there  is 
hardly  space  for  it  in  this  volume,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
author's  "  Rangoon :  a  Narrative''  Appendix  vii.  p.  262. 

Burmese  Obnebal  Obdebs. 

Found  in  the  Governor's  House  at  Syriam,  near  Rangoon. 

In  the  First  Burmese  War,  hostility  to  the  English  ''  stran- 
gers ''  was  intense ;  and  anathemas  loud  and  deep,  like  shells^ 
were  made  to  burst  continually  over  the  heads  of  our  devoted 
countrymen.  The  following  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  prayer 
(at  length  assuming  the  form  of  a  general  order)  which,  up- 
wards of  fifty  years  ago,  was  levelled  against  our  gallant 
Anglo-Indian  army,  and  is  in  'the  genuine  vindictive,  melo- 
dramatic style : — 

"  In  order  that  not  one  of  the  wild  foreigners  may  escape  from 
being  destroyed  and  slain,  they  must  be  apprehended,  by  eovet" 
ing  the  face  of  the  earth  with  an  innumerable  host,  to  accomplish 
which,  effectual  measures  are  now  in  progress.  •  .  •  Having 
the  district  of  Syriam  under  your  personal  inspection,  ahoold 
any  deficiency  exist,  you  will  petition  for  whatever  may  be 
required,  without  delay. 

"  Although  it  is  a  business  of  great  difficulty  to  shut  up  the 
course  and  channel  of  the  river,  yet  by  labour  and  constant 
exertion,  night  and  day,  it  must  be  done ;  and  as  the  men  of 
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thr  wiir-boats  have  been  detaehed  from   you^  others  from  tbe 
^raiul  army  art*  sent  to  replace  ihein/' 

"  Tu  Oo/itt  Pviwn  and  the  Principal  Men   of  the  I'VunAat-^n^ 

Gold  Boat. 

"  Oil  tlic  •^nmiuls  subject  to  the  Maywoon's  war*boat  (beyond 
Kciiiiiu'iuliiu'),  whoever  is  an  inhabitant  must  not  say  he  b 
tree,  or  bcloiij^in^  to  such  and  !»ueh  a  prince^  but  they  inittt 
ari  iiuitcdly  in  ))h)elving  up  the  ships'  passage  through  therifa 
and  channels  of  Silva,  ))y  throwing  in  logs  of  wood  and  rooti 
ol'  irei-s^  that  the  captive  strangers  may  not  escape ;  and  if  thej 
a  Item  [it  to  do  so^  they  mu^t  be  apprehended  and  put  to  deatL 
.  .  .  On  airivin*;  at  Muroon,  let  no  man  say  he  is  at  libertj/, 
or  in  the  M-rvier  ot  such  or  Mich  a  chief;  he  that  can  wield  tt 
.s7/v,/v/.  i(  i  him  fake  a  sword ;  and  he  that  can  use  a  spear ^  let 
hint  iakv  one:' 

The  hitter  onh*r  is  signed  by  the  Burmese  avenger,  Kengee 
Awengee  Jioniien. 

TuK  King  of  Ava's  Order. 

*'  Our  royal  army  will  inarch  in  several  divisions  to  seisCj 
kill,  anil  crush  the  rebel  strangers,  who  arc  in  Prome.  The 
victorious  advance  division,  under  the  cliief  Alaha  NemioiTj 
srizcd,  killed,  and  eruhheil  the  strangers  at  Watty  -  goon ;  owing 
to  the  excrUent  power  of  the  (iohlen  Majesty,  they  could  not 
rrsist  or  stand  belore  us.  .  .  .  The  strangers  eanie  with 
great  contldenee:  a.s  they  have  been  beaten  this  first  time^ 
they  eainiot  stand  on  another  occasion  ;  the  royal  army  having 
conipicreil  once,  ten  times  it  will  be  successful/'  &c.  &c. 

Probably  such  a  proiul  assurance  of  conquest  was  never  before 
penned  in  a  general  order. 

TI>o  roful/»r*a  attention  is  requested  to  th**  «»+rilrJTig  phrase- 
>l()g;i      '      1.-      cords   in    these   orders    marK^r      ,.   -^alics — the 

orn^i-           -ini^.      ikt       %nat   WC    UlCCt  wi+V  i"  *'^^»       ''-'       -'«■- -nriAnf;  fif 
*'•.  III       M*-f*^-      1-    ^•lir   Vpi* 
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Buddha — especially  shadowed  forth  in  Oriental  writings  and 
with  similar  attributes  to  the  Messiah  in  Isaiah — has  often  been 
considered  the  rude  form  of  our  Saviour — one  of  the  skeletons 
of  our  Faith  embedded  in  the  far  East.  But  Gautama,  the 
incarnation  of  Buddha,  the  deity  of  the  Burmese,  when  we 
consider  the  Gautamaic  influence  over  the  Golden  Land,  comes 
strikingly  forward  as  a  parallel  in  the  above  passage  which 
refers  to  taking  a  sword  in  a  case  of  emergency.  See  St.  Luke 
xxii.  36, ' '  But  now,  he  that  hath  a  purse,  let  him  take  it,  and 
likewise  his  scrip ;  and  he  that  hath  no  sword,  let  him  sell  his 
garment  and  buy  one  !  ^'  This  is  at  least  remarkable.  Com- 
pare also  the  previous  verse  with  the  Phongyees,  or  Burmese 
teachers,  when  they  go  abroad  without  either  "  purse  "  or 
"  scrip."     See  "Rangoon,"  chapter  x.,  on  Gautama,  page  138. 

Patkoi. 

With  reference  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  chapter  and  the 
term  "  Patkoi,"  we  find, — 

"  It  is  also  written  Patkai,  which,  Mr.  Trelawney  Saunders 
informs  us,  is  an  abbreviation  of  Pat-kai-seng-kan,  which  means 
Cut-fowls-oath-taken.  It  originated  in  consequence  of  an  oath 
ratified  between  the  Ahom  Raja  Cheedangpha  on  the  north 
side,  with  Surunphai,  the  Nora  Raja  of  the  south  side  of  the 
range,  in  1399-1400  a.d.  The  oath  bound  them  to  respect 
the  Nongyang  pani  as  the  boundary  between  them." 
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EXTRACTS    AND    NOTES. 

The  "  Fricud  of  India  "  wrote  (1852)  : — ''  In  making  R 
British,  we  take  from  tlic  kingdom  of  Burma  its  chief  finani 
resources^  and  its  ))olitical  strength;  we  deprive  it  of  \ 
sinews  of  war.  It  is  to  this  prostration  of  the  poirer  of  1 
Burmese^  and  the  dread  inspired  in  the  Court  by  our  o 
power^  that  we  must  look  for  the  security  of  our  new  bard 
line.  For  the  last  twenty-five  years  they  have  occupied  1 
territory  lyiiif?  betw(*en  our  own  proWnces  of  Arakan  a 
Maulmain.  A  lino  of  hills  separates  the  former  fix>m  Peg 
b\it  there  are  three  or  four  passes^  through  which  a  barbaij 
army,  unencumbered  with  artillery  and  commissariat  star 
mi^ht  at  any  time  have  invaded  the  province^  while  Vawlnn^ 
has  always  been  open  to  incursion/' 

Pegu. — Ophib. 

It  was  in  the  middle  of  1852  that  we  first  became  acquaint 

with  an  admirable  work    by  the  Rev.  F.  Mason^  ,M.A.j  e 

titled  ''  Tenasserim ;  or^  Notes  on  the  Faima,  Flora^  Minera 

"^ud  Nations  of  British  Burma  and  Pegu/'     Its  possession  o 

'ftsioned  the  following  remarks : — In  this  work,  by  a  leami 

..ifmionoiy^  will  be  found  much  valuable  and  intc^^'ug  inft 

..„.ion      ■'n  this  «ge,  when  gold  in  CaJif^'^"  «"'         inpfval 
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is  drawing  so  many  adventnren  firom  their  native  land^  it  may 
interest  mankind  to  leam  that,  according  to  the  work  in 
qnestion,  gold  is  plentiful  in  P^n;  it  is  distributed  all  over  the 
provinces ;  ''  all  the  streams  from  the  lofty  granite  mountains 
faring  down  their  tribute  of  the  precious  metal/^  ''There  is  a 
rumour  widely  current  in  Burma,  that  valuable  mines  are 
known  to  the  Burmese  Court ;  but  the  secret  is  strictly  guarded 
because  the  treatwre$  of  the  earth  are  regarded  a$  a  Hnd  qf 
royal  reeervefimd,  only  to  be  drawn  i^on  in  great  emergencies.^ 
One  would  have  thought  our  present  oocupatioii  of  Bangoon^ 
Bassein,  and  Martaban,  to  be  ''a  great  emergency'';  but 
where,  up  to  the  middle  of  August,  is  the  gold,  the  ydlow^ 
glittering  gold,  we  require,  with  other  conditiona— and  to 
which  we  are  now  legally  entitled? 

P^u  is  called  by  the  Takings  Sabarmibkiimi,  or  the  land 
of  gold.  Mr.  Mason  endeavours  to  prove  that  it  is  no  other 
than  the  Ophir  of  Solomon.  ''  Hie  ancient  name  of  Moubee, 
in  the  delta  of  the  Irawady,  was  Suvanna-nadee,  or  '  river  of 
gold ' ;  indicating  that  P^u  was  famous  in  antiquity  for  its 
gold;  and  gold  and  silver  appear  to  have  been  much  more 
abundant  than  they  are  now,  even  three  centuries  ago.''  "The 
Sanscrit  form  of  Suvana  is  Suvema;  and  this,  when  the  final 
syllable  is  dropped,  is  neariy  indentical  with  Soapheir,  the 
Greek  name  of  Ophir." 

We  had  read  somewhere  of  our  oum  India  siqipoaed  to  be 
Ophir  ;  but  this  proof  of  Mr.  Mascm's  is  quite  new^  and  m 
convincing  as  most  proofr  from  etynudogy. 

The  Burmese  language  is  said  to  be  a  compound  of  the 
ancient  Pali  with  the  Sanscrit,  the  Tartar,  and  the  Chinese. 
[The  Burman  language,  as  well  as  the  Siamese,  ia  writtm 
firom  left  to  right.] 

Rahoook. 

Regarding  the  ciqpture  of  the  Great  Dagon  Pagoda,  the 
General's  despatch  contains  the  following  reasons  finr  not  ad- 
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I  vaucing  on  the  13th :— ''  On  Taeaday^  the  ISdi^it  wMnfoM 

'  the  heavy  battery-guns  coold  not  be  landed^  and  be  wAn^ 

before  the  middle  of  that  day  ;  and^  alao,  that  ntioni  bin 
tnM)|}s  cuukl  nut  be  prepared  in  time  to  gn'Alff  me  to 
I  I  tlien*ft>rc  hehl  my  position  till  the  next  morning.*' 

Nothing  (ran  l)e  more  natural  in  an  officer  c^  bigfa 
than  u  disposition  in  favour  of  bis  own  hrandi  of  tbe  leraB 
that  in  which  lie  has  won  honour  and  renown.  Tbe  vdBB 
warrior.  Sir  Charles  Napier,  at  the  Preston  WaterbxidiBa 
said  to  the  5Uth  llegiment — "  There  baa  been  a  great  deal  of  ti 
^  about  the  Minie  rifle ;  but  1  can  assure  you^  50tb^  tboeisiiadi 

like  '  Old  Urown  Bess/  with  a  fixed  bayonet^  a  strong  an, 
strong  heart,  and  strong  courage."  Veiy  tme  ;  but  to  bring  A 
grand  qualities  into  highly  sucoesst'ul  operation^  it  stiikeiO 
especially  where  attacks  on  outworks  and  a  strongly-finCil 
|)osition  are  probable,  that  the  most  powerful  ann  in  war  ibo 
occupy  the  chieL*  importance.  General  Godwin,  tben,  i 
have  said  he  could  not  have  advanced  tbe  first  day  widi 
landing  at  least  two  of  the  heavy  guns,  with  a  large  nq 
of  ammunition  for  these,  and  ample  for  the  light  field  battel 
to  take  aluug  with  him. 

It  may  be  brought  forward  in  support  of  tbe  advance  on 
12tli,  that  the  artillery  of  the  shipping  had  sufficiently  ezerci 
the  powerful  arm  of  destruction.  In  the  chances  of  war,  1 
would  appear  to  carry  a  species  of  justification  along  witli 
The  military  critic  then  replies — But  why  talk  of  chance,  m 
u-days,  when  an  overwhelming  display  of  ordnance,  in  tbe  i 
instance,  sigaiust  every  /joint  of  attack  reduces  operations  alwi 
to  a  certainty  of  success  'f  But,  after  all,  it  is  more  diffic 
to  do,  than  to  know  '^  what  were  good  to  do '' ;  yet  we  wi 
highly  successful ;  and  history  will  record  that  the  captnre 
i^«ngoon  opened  the  Second  Burmese  War  with  ''  a  briUii 
^su.1  of  arms."* 


^,     ^|«vu&«,  ji^lod  by  tl^f)  **Tiinoff'   '^f  London       "Theo^*^ 
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With  regard  to  the  works  of  the  fortress,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned, that  the  cutting  off  a  long  projecting  right  flank  was 
proposed  by  that  gallant  and  talented  oflScer,  Colonel  Apthorp, 
85th  Madras  Native  Infantry ;  his  suggestion  was  taken  up  by 
the  field  engineer,  and  a  breast- work  was  thrown  up  {en  crhnal- 
lihre) .  The  construction  of  the  new  barracks  for  the  European 
troops  did  infinite  credit  to  Major  Eraser  and  the  Engineer 
Department.  We  had  now  (middle  of  August)  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  and  important  British  station.  There  was 
covering  in  Rangoon  for  a  large  army. 

Volunteers.  % 

One  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  incidents  of  this 
war  was  to  be  found  in  the  "  volunteering  for  Burma.''  The 
4th  Sikhs,  Ramghur  Irregular  Cavalry,  and  another  Sikh  corps 
were  to  form  a  portion  of  the  gallant  "  army  of  Ava.'*  Those 
who  came  forward  as  our  bitterest  enemies  in  December  184f5^ 
through  the  wonderful  nature  of  our  Government,  probably 
were,  in  October,  November,  or  December  1852,  to  assist  us 
either  in  taking  entire  possession  of  Pegu,  or  in  humiliating 
the  Burmese,  and  planting  the  British  standard  on  the  walls 
of  Aval  The  two  Sikh  regiments  for  Burma  were  to  com- 
mence their  downward  march  on  the  15th  of  August. 

Proms. 

The  proceedings  of  Captain  Tarleton^s  expedition,  which  was 
sent  to  reconnoitre  Prome,  have  been  briefly  narrated.  The 
Burmese,  it  appears,  were  located  in  great  numbers  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river.  On  this  bank,  in  commanding  positions^ 
were  bastions  mounted  with  cannon.      But  the  steamers  took 


wo  Hhall  bo  liappy  to  loam  that  tho  irrosistible  foroo  of  the  British  squadron 
on  tlio  coast,  and  tho  fall  of  tho  ohiof  port  of  Borxnai  has  at  onoe  oonyinoed 
the  Ooort  of  Ava/'  Ac—May  81, 1862. 
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the  other  channel,  or  right  branch,  mnd  readied  ilie  wim>  vm 
uninjured.  The  steamers  irere  "  nine  days  in  going  i^toPiEQi^ 
staying  there  two  days  and  returning.''  A  «niJ1  steamer  b^ 
longing  to  the  King  of  A^  "  had  left  for  Ata  only  the  % 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  our  steamers.'' 

In  a  second  expedition,  Captain  Tarleton  irmasiMwl  tiie  txA 
fied  rock,  a  little  below  Prome,  where  General  "RmniliTflla  hi 
before  taken  up  [position.  It  was  deserted ;  bat  moie  goi 
were  found. 

Arakan. 

Some  interesting  intelligence  was,  in  Augoat,  received  fioa 
Sandoway  and  Arakan.  The  Aeng  river  had  been  pcofedto 
be  navigable  for  steamers,  having  a  light  draught,  npwaidsof 
thirty  miles  further  than  had  hitherto  been  supposed  to  be  da 
case.  This  was  no  trifling  advantage,  should  the  ^Tithyffitiff 
decide  ou  sending  any  troops  to  Burma  by  the  Aeng  Pais. 

Lieutenant  Fy tchc,  the  very  active  and  enterpriaing  civil  /»ffi«g 
at  Sandoway,  had,  after  great  exertions,  opened  a  land  oom- 
muuication  between  that  place  and  Bassein,  a  cn¥¥iwTi^ni(*g|jflB 
which  is  efiected  in  seven  days,  and  can  be  continued  thgnffg  to 
Rangoon  in  three  or  four  more. 

The  following  intelligence  was  terrible ! — "  The  Burmese  who 
come  across,  say  the  troops  at  the  capital  are  determined  to 
fight  like  devils  -,  and  tliat  two  brigades  are  formed^  one  tenned 
the  Invulnekables,  the  other  the  Invincibleb,  which  aze  to 
cut  all  the  English  to  pieces  1  *' 

Captain  Barry,  commanding  the  Arakan  Battalion^  on  hear^ 
iug  of  General  Godwin's  successes,  ^'  turned  out  a  couple  of 
guns,  and  '  woke  the  slumbering  echoes '  of  the  passes  with  a 
Royal  salute,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  natives." 

The  Abno  Pass. 

Att  'Titelligent  officer,  at  the  commencement  of  the  wpi*.  r^- 
...,.K*-«i  that  it  was  probable,  in  the  cold  weather.  +lio^  z*^.  ».., 
,  ....r    nalfp  i  dcnp'^nptration  Bgaiust  BumxR-    li  ixi  -   >pf-.-_-iwi 
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that  the  Munipur  Rajah  was  all  enei^  to  repel  Bormese  iiu 
vasion.  But  an  advance  from  Burma  on  Upper  Assam  or 
Munipore  at  this  season  would  be  impracticable.  The  distance 
that  divides  Munipur  from  Burma  Proper  is  three  hundred 
miles.  The  routes^  in  every  respect^  are  described  as  insur- 
mountable.  Nevertheless^  in  the  last  war,  the  Burmese  poured 
their  troops  down  on  Arakan  through  the  Aeng  Pass,  and  into 
Cachar  through  Munipur ;  so,  in  the  rainy  season,  they  might 
be  tempted  ''  to  beat  up  our  quarters  in  Cachar  and  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Arakan/'  ''The  troops  collected  at  Arakan  might 
form  the  nucleus  of  the  army  which  would  march  across  the 
Aeng  Pass^  during  the  cold  weather,  into  the  valley  of  the 
Irawady,  and  co-operate  with  the  army  from  Rangoon  in  its 
march  to  the  capital,  where,''  said  the  ''  Friend,"  ''  alone  we 
can  make  peace  with  any  confidence  of  its  permanency/' 

An  Abvancb  to  Ava. 
From  all  accounts,  there  appears  to  be  no  want  of  water  to 
navigate  the  mighty  Irawady  with  our  small  steamers.  What 
a  magnificent  undertaking — ^the  British  ascending,  perhaps 
slowly,  but  surely,  "  capturing  Meaday,  Patanago,  Pagan,  and 
many  towns  of  importance,  situated  principally  on  the  left 
bank/'  and  then  reaching  and  taking  possession  of  the  capital  I 
From  Rangoon,  Donabew  is  less  than  one  hundred  miles  up 
the  stream;  Prome  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  from 
Donabew ;  and  from  Prome  to  Ava,  say,  is  two  hundred  and 
sixty.  By  annexing  the  Delta  only,  we  shall  have  a  popula* 
tion  which  ''would  effectually  counteract  the  hostility  of  the 
Burmese/'  Should  this  be  done,  to  repel  Burmese  invasioii 
of  British  Pegu — a  crisis  not  altogether  improbaide— would 
bring  on  a  third  Burmese  war,  which  would  last  but  a  short 
time,  and  surely  end  in  the  entire  annexation  to  the  British 
dominions  of  Alompra's  once  powerful  empire.    (August  1862.) 
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PART   III. 


PAPERS    AND   NOTES. 

General  Godwin's  Farewell  Address  to  thb  Abut  or 

Burma.* 

The  Major-Gcncral  is  about  to  rcsi^  the  command  cf  the 
anny^ — an  army  that  for  ouc  year  and  four  months  has  not 
^iven  the  Major-General  one  hour  of  trouble  or  anzietj. 
Whether  in  the  field  or  in  quarters  its  admirable  conduct  has 
held  an  even  course.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  with  troops  at 
three  distinct  Services,  of  which  this  Force  has  been  composed, 
not  one  collision  of  interests  lias  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Major-Gcneral — all  has  been  harmony  ;  and  the  good  of  the 
ser\'ice  on  which  the  Force  has  been  employed  has  been  the 
l)rcvailing  and  first  consideration  of  the  combined  whole. 

Such  creditable  bearing  must  increase  the  painful  feelings  of 
the  Alajor-General  to  know  he  is  leaving  so  excellent  a  fbrae. 
which  he  has  never  been  absent  from  one  day — sharing  as  he 
has  done  in  its  triumphs  in  the  field  and  living  with  it  in  its 
quarters, — so  that  he  does  not  consider  the  subject  he  is  now 
'I'Mrcssing  to  them  so  much  in  the  light  of  a  farewell  address  as 


.^  .^r     ^,'r»....q,  97*^.     Tnjy    {UKi- 
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a  testimony  of  the  wannest  feelings  towards  his  brother  soldiers. 
[The  General^  after  acknowledging  the  services  of  the  Staff,  in- 
diyiduaUy  and  coUectively,  proceeds.]  The  Major-Gteneral 
begs  to  offer  his  warmest  thanks  to  Brigadier-Gteneral  Sir  J» 
Cheape^  K.C.B.^  and  to  Brigadier-General  S.  W.  Steel,  C.B. ; 
to  the  Brigadiers  of  the  several  Brigades,  and  to  the  Of^cen 
commanding  Regiments,  for  their  constant,  valuable,  and  cheer- 
fol  support,  by  which  alone  he  has  been  able  to  sustain  the 
honourable  trust  reposed  in  him  by  Gt>vemment.  \la  the 
address  very  flattering  mention  is  made  of  Majors  Mayhew, 
Allen,  Boulderson,  Budd,  and  Fraser,"^ — a  galaxy  of  energy  and 
talent  that  would  do  honour  to  any  army.  The  ''  brave  and 
ever  ready  Sappers  '^  are  likewise  highly  commended.  Liberal 
thanks  are  also  bestowed  on  Brigadier  Foord  and  the  Artillery 
of  both  Presidencies;  on  Superintending  Surgeon  Montgo- 
merie,  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  Regiments ;  and  on  our  excel- 
lent Chaplains  the  Reverend  H.  B.  Bumey  and  the  Reverend 
J.  W.  Bull.  The  (General  evidently  does  his  best  to  wish  akind 
farewell  to  all.] 

Burma. 

Burma,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  kingdom  of  Ava, 
occupies  nearly  a  third  of  the  peninsula  whose  western  shore 
borders  the  Bay  of  Bengal  to  the  east,  stretching  to  the  Straits  of 
Malacca  to  the  south,  and  facing  the  shores  of  China  on  the  west. 
It  occupies  a  space  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  tlum- 
sand  square  miles,t  extending  from  the  fourteenth  to  the  twenty- 
eighth  parallel.  The  river  Irawady,  which  is  wholly  within 
the  empire,  is  supposed  to  be  neariy  a  thousand  miles  in  length. 


•  Tho  indefatigable  Bengal  Eng^eer,  at  whoM  bidding  towns  rose  as  If  by 
magic,  where  all  before  was  desolation  and  min. 

t  Tho  entire  Indo-Chinese  Peninsnla,  or  BMtem  India,  has  a  snrCMe  of 
about  700,000  sqnaro  miles,  and  a  population  of  26flOOfiO(^  giving  86  parsons 
to  each.sqnare^mile. 
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With  the  empire  in  general  we  need  not  at  janmaoi 
ourselves;  it  is  on  the  delta  and  shores  of  tke  Innni^flii 
our  attention  is  pre-eminently  concentrated.     Thimohleitma 
discharges  itself  by  fourteen  different  mouths  into  the  Bij  d 
Bengal,  lat.  18° — just  south  of  Cape  Negrais.      The  ddti  ii 
supposed  to  cover  an  area  of  about  ten  thousand  squsie  wk^, 
or  considerably  more  than  that  of  the  Nile — its  three  fidw  ■■ 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  one  hundzed  »^A  fiirtf-iM^ 
and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  miles  in  length  respectifdj.   80 
far  as  the  tide  reaches,  the  delta  of  the  Irawady  is  tUdlr 
covered  with  jungle    and   small-sised    trees;     after  ^tik^  figk 
tracts  of   lofty  grass,  interspersed  at  interFals  with  ♦n^l-«wJ 
trees,  make  their  appearance.     Rangoon  is  the  m^ng  cuital 
of  the  empire.*     From  Rangoon  to  Ava  the  distance  by  At 
river  is  close  on  five  hundred  miles,  and  might  be  traiwiff? 
against  the  current  by  the  ^*  Nemesis ''  or  *'  Phlegethon  *  ia 
four  days.    The  population  is  estimated  at  twenty-five  fhoa- 
sand.     Amarapura  is  only  accessible  by  vessels  of  inoonaidv* 
able  size ;  and  above  this,  the  river  rapidly  dimiTiinhq,  jn  £g^ 
and  depth.     Prome,  in  lat.  18*50^,  contains  a  popnlatioa  of 
about  ten  thousand  inhabitants ;  it  is  said  to  have   been  tiie 
earliest  of  the  seats  of  the  Grovemment  of  the  empire.     Com- 
pared  even  to  our  second-rate  Indian  cities^  those  of  Buims 
are  in  point  of  magnitude  inconsiderable,  and  in  architectme 
contemptible  in  the  extreme.     In  lat.  20*30°  to  the   south  of 
the  banks  of  the  Irawady,  arc  the  famous  petroleum  wells  of 
Burma;  they  are  about  three  hundred  in  number^  and  cover 
an   area  of  sixteen  square  miles  of  ground.      The    quantitr 
of  mineral   oil   obtained     from    them    is    enormous :     when 
drawn  it  is  thin  and  watery,  but  speedily  thickens  on  expo- 
sure, and  affords  the  profitable   source  of  lamp-light   to   all 
'^he  country  round.     From  this  all  along  to  Ava,  numbedsa 
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I  fossils  of  great  beauty^  both  wood  and  animal  remainsj  simi- 
i  lar  to  those  of  Perim^  prevail ;  and  shonld  accident  throw  onr 
warriors  in  the  way  of  enriching  our  museums^  we  trust  the 
opportunity  presented  will  not  be  lost  sight  of;  specimens 
sufficient  to  replace  the  weight  of  a  single  disduu^  of  shot, 
would  fill  a  cabinet.  In  the  delta  the  monsoon  sets  in  early 
in  May^  and  for  three  months  rain  pours  in  torrents— the 
remainder  of  the  season  is  almost  rainless.  The  heat  of 
April  is  oppressive,  so  the  climate  there  is  not  unlike  our 
own — ^with  this  difierence,  that  they  have  the  wet  season  a 
month  sooner  than  we  have. — ''Bombay  Times/'  February 
25,  1852. 

Mortality  among  the  Tboops  in  Burma  during  thb  War. 

Frequent  allusion  has  been  made  in  the  Narrative  (''Pegu'')  to 
the  health  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  operations.  This  being 
a  subject  of  vast  importance^  especially  as  concerning  the  pro* 
bability  of  our  being  in  time  to  come  urged  on  to  further  oon- 
quest  in  Eastern  Asia,  the  writer^  with  a  view  of  rendering  his 
work  as  useful  as  possible  for  a  reference  now  and  hereafter^ 
begs  to  submit  the  following  matter  to  his  readers.  It  has  been 
already  stated,  from  an  official  retum^  that  in  the  Vint  Burmese 
War,  "  during  the  first  year  8^  per  cent,  ofthe  troops  were  killed 
in  action,  while  45  per  cent,  perished  from  disease.  In  the 
ensuing  year  the  mortality  decreased  one-half;  but  the  total 
loss  during  the  war  amounted  to  72|  per  cent,  of  the  troops 
engaged.''  We  were  surprised  to  see  a  statement  in  June  (1868) 
purporting  to  be  from  the  annual  returns,  that  in  the  Second 
Burmese  War,  "during  the  past  year,  fifty-four  Europeaii 
officers,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  European 
soldiers,  and  probably  above  two  thousand  sepoys  hsYeperiihed 
in  Burma";  including  all  who  had  from  time  to  time  gone 
away  on  medical  certificate,  the  facilities  for  which  were 
very  great  during  the  recent  campaigns.  These  figures  may 
be    correct,  but   in   our  opinion  thej  can   scarody  be  so. 

29 
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Witti  ail  nrmy  more  than  double  the  size  oF  oun  intheht 
Wat,  wliirh  lasted  nearly  two  years,  the  grand  total  of  Em- 
])t':in  i)iru'(T>  killrd  and  deocasod  amounted  to  sixty-five;  ndm 
fniiiiiii^NiiMKHl,  nnn-CDininissioned  rank  and  file,  one  thoRml 
fi>nr  liUMilri'il  and  twnity-ninc;  non-commissioned  rank  al 
fiU'  KiiPMu'aus,  throo  thousand  one  hundred  and  thiitr-foff 
and  extra  killrd,  di»(ra«ii'd,  and  missing,  four  hundred  and ttj 
As  lias  ]}rcn  nhs(»r>od  dsowhcre,  the  privations  and  suffefnj 
ol'ilh-  tnii»|)s  durin>;  the  First  War  were  infinitely  greater  tlu 
wliitt  Win-  iiiclurcd  l)y  us.  Mortality  throughout  the  tbco 
{•ainp:iii:ns  was  cxtrnncly  variable  in  its  character;  the  Anj 
oi*  Diatli  cuntiiiually  shifting;  his  quarters,  and  often  abidii 
ill  tlH>s»'  ulacrs  wlurc  \w  \\i\s  least  expected.  On  one  or ti 
(MM-aNiuns  lie  made  a  >teady  residence  at  Prome,  After  i 
ennliui;  the  deaths  of  Lieutenants  Pilmer  and  Montgome 
of  II.  M.*s  r)lst  and  SOth  lle<;iments,  we  had  to  add 
the  list  the  names  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coote,  H.  M/s  18 
Hoyal  Irish,  and  Lieutenant  Chisholm,  40th  Bengal  Nati 
Infantry.  The  former  gallant  nffieer,  it  will  be  remembere 
eoinniaiuh'd  tlie  storuiin*;  party  at  the  attack  on  the  6r 
Shwe  Pa^on  Pagoda.  The  Queen's  regiments  had  certain 
sliari'd  (»onsiilerahly  in  the  mortality  of  the  war.  The  Coi 
pany's  rej^iments  were  more  fortunate.  Of  the  former  y 
liad  no  (*xaet  statisties  ;  but  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  conld 
•gained  from  what  was  written  in  the  foregoing  chapters.  T 
Madras  troops,  on  the  whole,  may  be  said  to  have  suffered  If 
tliau  the  HiMigal.  By  the  end  of  May  last,  out  of  one  hundi 
and  sixty  Kuropean  Bengal  Artillerymen  who  came  to  Bun 
at  the  eommeneement  of  the  war,  upwards  of  forty  had  die 
Out  of  say  two  hundred  and  thirty  European  Madras  Artiller 
men,  up  to  the  same  time,  not  more  than  the  above  numb 
^!xd  died.     The   Bengal  European  Fusiliers*  had  been  mo 
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ff  severely  visited  than  the  Madras.     Prom  the  convenience  of  a 

-  frequent  communication   between  Rangoon  and  Calcutta,  the 
31  Bengal  sepoys  were  enabled  when  sick  and  unfit  for  duty  to  visit 

-  their  country  in  considerable  numbers ;   but  notwithstanding 
:  this  advantage  we  are  not  sure  if  their  bill  of  mortality  was  less 

than  the  Madras.  In  the  5th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  which 
came  to  Rangoon  from  Eyouk  Phyoo,  in  Arakan — ^a  climate 
not  particularly  healthy — from  June  1852  to  June  1853  the 
deaths  amounted  to  eighty-eight  men.  From  June  to  August, 
at  Toimgoo,  they  had  lost  twenty-five — total  one  hundred  and 
thirteen.  Considering — as  has  been  well  remarked — ^that  "  all 
Eastern  countries  are  at  first  unfavourable  to  the  health  of 
Europeans/'  *  and,  it  may  be  added,  to  that  of  native  sepoys 
also,  there  was  nothing  very  alarming  in  the  aspect  of  the  mor- 
tality among  the  troops  in  Burma.  Before  drawing  attention  to 
some  interesting  tables  kindly  furnished  us  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  1st  Madras  European  Regiment  of  Fusiliers, 
it  may  be  remarked  that  the  first  is  to  show  the  few  casualties 
in  the  Fusiliers  since  the  day  of  landing  at  Rangoon  till  the 
end  of  August  1853,  as  compared  with  other  European  regi- 
ments in  Burma.  The  second  table  is  to  show  the  salubrity 
of  Toungoo  from  the  few  casualties  in  that  corps— six  in  five 
months.  The  third  table  will  interest  those  who  make  investi- 
gations into  probable  causes  in  producing  certain  effects,  as  it 
shows  the  quantity  of  arrack  drank  by  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  men  in  five  months  at  Toungoo. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Robertson  of  H.  M.'s  13th  Regi- 
ment— ^reputed  as  one  of  the  best  informed  practitioners  for 
Indian  maladies — that  during  the  siege  of  Jellalabad  he  had  no 
sickness,  and  attributed  it  entirely  to  the  impossibility  of  obtain- 
ing liquor.     From  this,  by  casting  the  eye  over  the  table  now 


*  On  the  22iid  of  April  the  service  lost  a  yery  fine  yonng  officer,  Lwutenant 
Harris,  19th  M.N.I.,  of  the  SftpperSi  who  died  at  Bittang. 

29  • 
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presented,  perhaps  an  inference  may  be  drswn  from  Ik  fa 
casualties  at  Toungoo, — amounting^  only  to  five  mai|((M' 
whom,  the  Quartermaster-Sergeantj  died  £rom  apople^tteif 
after  arrival) — that  as  the  liquor  drank  for  five  moafhsiftflli 
iitation  (loos  not  give  on  an  average  aboTe  half  a  dnm  to  oA 
man,  the  predisposition  to  infectioos  diaeaaesj  wUdi  ilii|i 
renders  them  more  fatal  where  strong  drinks  are  indnliBl^ 
had  not  been  seen  here.  The  GoTemment  aUowmoe  of  li^ 
— two  drams  a-day  when  porter  was  not  issned — ^wss  sa^kli 
the  men  ;  and  it  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  heslth  in  sal  i 
rlimatc  as  Burma.  Often  did  we  hear  the  highly  venecbli 
Mcr^cant  say — "  I  eould  not  get  ouj  air^  without  my  dnm  I*  I 
the  heavy  monsoon  the  sentry  is  relieved  from  his  dutykfl 
morning ;  he  is  wet,  cold,  and  aching — a  dram  to  him  tJasi 
worth  an  ocean  of  physic.  The  sobriety  of  the  men  of  theFlp 
licrs — there  is  much  to  like  in  that  word  Mobrietg^  it  impE 
SELF-DENIAL,  whcrcas  Total  Abstinence  has  no  hnman  gisadfl 
about  it — ^the  sobriety  of  the  Madras  FnailierSj  we  mj, 
Toungoo,  had  been  the  leading  cause  of  so  few  casnaltiei  hm 
occurred  among  them ;  and  the  same  might  have  been  said  of  i 
company  of  Madras  European  Artillery  under  the  charge  of  ti 
writer  of  tliis  narrative.  As  regarded  the  Boldier«like  appesnn 
and  general  behaviour  of  the  Company's  European  troops,  ih 
did  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  the  best  European  tioo 
in  the  world,  in  spite  of  some  miserable  calomniesj  foandi 
as  usual,  on  ignorance,  brought  at  home  against  them. 

After  writing  the  above,  a  most  interesting  document  a 
peared,  professing  to  be  a  list  of  officers  who  had  either  du 
been  killed,  or  wounded,  or  who  had  been  compelled  to  Iss 
Burma  since  the  commencement  of  the  w>^r.  up  4-o  ^^t^  22 
of  Tunft  ISriS.    Thus— 
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k 

hi 

K 

k 

t 

V 

E 
I 

I 


Kflled 

and 

Dead. 

Wounded. 

8.  C* 

Boyal  Nayy  .     .     . 
Indian  Navy  and  Bei 
H.  M.'s  18th  Boyal  I 
H.  M/s  6l8t  K.  0.  L. 
H.  M.'s  80tli  Bedmei 

Staff 

Madras  Artillery   .    . 
Bengal  Artillery    . 
Bengal  Engineers  .    . 
Macbras  En^eers 
Bengal  Fusiliers   .    . 
Irreralar  Cavalrjr .    . 
5tli  Madras  NatiTe  In 
9th  Madras  Native  Ii 
19th  Madras  Native  I 
1st  Madras  Native  In 
35th  Madras  Native  I 
4th  Sikhs     .... 
40th  Bengal  Native  I 
67th  Bengal  Native  L 
49th  Madras  Native  I 

Lgaisd 

rish    , 

I.      , 

it 

»     • 

•     •     < 

1     •     • 
ifantr 
ifantr 
infant 
fantry 
nfanti 

.           a 

nfant] 
i&uitr 
nfant] 

•    • 
Farine 

f   •    • 

r  •   ' 

ry.    , 
ry.    . 

7-    • 

7  ■    ■ 
ty.    . 

. 

10 

4 
4 
8 
5 

4 
4 

■  •  • 

1 
8 
2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

■  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

*  •  • 

6 
8 

•  •  • 

9 
6 

« 

4 

3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

2 
2 

•  •  • 

1 
1 
2 

•  •   • 

1 

•  •  • 

7 

28 
1 
9 
8 
8 
7 

■  •  • 

2 
6 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
11 

■  •  • 

1 
1 
1 

58 

45 

89 

The  Madras  Fosiliersj  of  which  corps  a  perfect  statement  is 
given  in  the  subjoined  table^  had  among  oflioers  4  s.  c.  The 
above  was  a  rather  more  nnmeroos  bill  of  mortality  than 
we  at  first  supposed^  although  the  list  was  drawn  out  to  the 
utmost  statistical  lengthy  some  having  been  set  down  who 
did  not  die  in  Burma.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  two  most 
unfortunate  regiments  in  point  of  officers^  were  the  Slst 
Kings  Own  Light  Infantry  and  the  85th  Madras  Natire 
Infantry. 
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Stri'ii^lh  of  Bp([imont  on  landin);  i 
01  Uddkiiuii,  IJth  Srptembpr  ' 
IN62 

CaiunltiDH  by  donth  up  to  25lh 
Aufcnst  1S53     .... 


II.— ILUTABAM   COLCVX. 


rn-.iry  ls.'>3 
IMiii'limrnl  iiiiilpr  Cnpiaiii  Ro- 
iiauil,  iirrivud  iiL  Touiigua,  Gth 
Miin-h  IS33  .  .  .  . 
,  Ui^ml-iiuartvra  nndor  Mnjor  Hill, 
nnivi-d  nc  Tuuiipio,  ^lib  Ajiril 

'     IH53         

BriKnd  iprW  illinm  a '  s  ocort  Biri  vsd 
Uth  Horcb  1863 
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ni. — Quantity  of  Asrack  ifisned  at  Head-quabtkbs  dnring  tho  Months 

epecified  below. 


Months. 

Ab&acx. 

• 

1 
Avenge  CSonsmnption. 

• 

1 

6 

a 

1 

April       1853. 

May 

Jane          ,, 

Jaly           „ 

Aug.  25,    „ 

410 
237 
224 
261 
201 

21 
11 
27 

•  •  • 

24 

431 
430 
429 
428 
427 

Nearly     lith  drams  per  man  daily. 

7-lOths  „          „          „ 

Less  than  7-lOthB  „          „          „ 

Nearly      4-5thB     „          „          „ 

„          8-4ths     „           „          „ 

Total  .     . 

1 

1338 

83 

2145 

General   average,   6-6ths   dram  per 
man  daily. 

By  an  official  memorandum  from  Simla^  16th  August  1864^ 
His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  directed  that  "  com- 
manding officers  will  report  on  the  results  of  the  general  order 
dated  21st  June  1864^  restricting  the  issue  of  spirits  from  can- 
teens to  one  dram  per  diem  for  each  man/^  When  these  re- 
ports are  compared^  it  may  be  found  that  the  one  dram  only 
has  some  effect  on  the  conduct^  healthy  and  saving  propensities 
of  the  European  soldier.  Anyway^  such  a  step  shows  the  in- 
terest taken  by  His  Excellency  in  the  soldier^s  welfare  in  the 
East.  In  the  garrison  artillery  battery  at  Rangoon  (1864)  we 
may  say  that  every  man^  who  was  able^  took  his  dram  daily. 
Out  of  say  sixty-four  men^  the  generality  of  the  gunners 
preferred  arrack  to  porter^  on  account  of  their  being  able  to 
get  a  dram  for  one  anna^  whereas  two  pints  of  porter  cost 
three  amias  (fourpence  half- penny).  One  dram  and  two 
pints  of  porter  was  the  allowance  for  the  soldier;  and  it 
used  to  be^  as  before  remarked^  two  drams  a  day  when  porter 
was  not  issued.  It  is  not  good  in  Burma  (so  some  doctors 
think)  to  drink  much  beer  in  the  wet  weather.  In  the  writer's 
battery^  the  men  smoked  a  good  dealj  though  not  to  excess ; 
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mad,  in  five  yean  in  Bnnnm,  the  wswengt  of  iiMilJiij  ilirt 
exceed  one  a  year. 

The  Campaigw  is  Bjtmma,  18B8, 

At  Toungoo,  towards  the  end  of  Sept^nbeTj  a 
periodical*  fell  into  our  hands,  evidently  most  aibfy 
and  to  which  we  wished  ereiy  sucoess.     The  Jvij 
taincd  a  paper  with  the  ahoTe  title^  from  whidi  a  fcv 
notes  may  be  culled,  supplementary  to  informatioii 
already  appeared. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  1853,  the  Biitiah  fane  i 
Burma  under  the  command  of  General  Godwin  gsteaU 
composed  of — 

1  Troop  of  Horse  Artillery. 

1  Light  Field  Battery. 

5  Companies  of  Foot  Artilleiy. 

4  Companies  of  Sappers. 

2  Troops  of  Cavalry. 

5  Regiments  of  British  Infantry. 
8  Regiments  of  Native  In&ntrj. 

The  above  might,  on  the  Ist  of  January  1858^  be  U 
reckoned  as  ten  thousand  men  of  all  arms,  who  were  ffnttw 
over  the  face  of  Pegu,  from  Prome  to  the  sea. 

During  the  autumn  of  1852  the  want  of  carriage  being  ma 
folt  by  the  army,  and  it  being  necessaiy  to  provide  againat  t 
necessity  of  an  advance  by  land  upon  the  capital,  the  Gkyremi 
General  decided  on  despatching  two  hundred  elephants  by  w 
of  Assam  and  the  borders  of  Arakan^  which,  entering  t 
valley  of  the  Irawady  through  the  Toungoo  Pass,  ahoold  n 
cccd  immediately  to  Prome  and  join  the  head-quarters  of  t 
army  under  General  Godwin.  With  a  small  escort  of  sepo 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Baugh  of  the  26th  B^i 
1^  light  Infantry,  this  enormous  living  column  commenised  i 
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6  march.  The  frontier  line  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Arakan 
was  held  by  the  68th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  and  the  Arakan 

n  Battalion^  under  the  command  of  Major  Maling  and  Captain 
Barry;  and  a  strong  detachment  of  H.  M/s  18th  Royal  Irish 
and  4th  Sikhs^  under  command  of  Major  Edwards^  marched 
from  Prome  to  receive  charge  of  the  elephants  and  reinforce 
their  escort  whilst  proceeding  through  the  Toungoo  Pass  into 
Pegu.  [Then  follows  a  detailed  account  of  Captain  Nuthall's 
successful  capture  of  the  strong  stockade  of  Nareghain^  or  as  a 
London  critic  expressively  styles  the  feat,  "  the  brilliant  taking 
of  the  Aeng  Pass.'^  Captain  Sutherland  being  left  in  command 
of  the  stockade  so  gallantly  captured,  all  fears  regarding  the 
safety  of  the  elephants  or  their  escort  were  at  an  end.] 


About  seventy-five  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Bassein  the 
Burmese  had|  strongly  intrenched  themselves  in  a  stockade 
which  they  had  erected  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Duggah  creekj 
and  had  not  only  planted  some  small  guns  within  their  en- 
trenchments, but  had  staked  the  creek  from  bank  to  bank,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  the  possibility  of  an  attack  or  approadb  by 
water.  From  this  stockade  bands  of  armed  men  would  issue, 
eager  for  plunder  and  rapine,  keeping  the  surroimding  districts 
in  a  state  of  uneasiness  and  alarm,  and  ready  to  fall  upon  any 
detached  parties  of  the  British  forces  which  might  be  escorting 
haggage  or  stores  on  the  great  lines  of  commimication ;  and 
Captain  Fytche  saw  the  necessity  of  dispersing  and  destroying 
them  before  he  could  hope  to  restore  the  confidence  of  the 
inhabitants  or  settle  the  district.  On  the  21st  January,  then, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Bennie,  at  the  head  of  eighty  armed 
sailors,  and  four  small  guns  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Manderson  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  Captain  Fytche  sailed  in 
the  "  Nemesis ''  to  meet  the  boats  of  the  "  Zenobia,''  towing 
which  the  little  steamer  made  its  way  up  the  Duggah  Greek* 
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[The  adventures  of  this  gallant  body  till  the  end  of  Ae 

were  of  the  most  brilliant  de8criptioii.3      ^^  ^ 

of  the  gallant  affair  against  the  Minkn,  tlie  Britiah  nknii 

mediately  returned  to  Laminah,  worn  out  with  fiitign^lNiil 

of  rejoicing  at  their  sueeess^  which  all  partiea  united  in  ■■% 

attributing  to  the  gallantly  and  ""tiring  eueigy  of  Ckftaii 

Fytche. 


Regarding  the  Donabew  disaster,  the   '^ Review''  8^»-B 
would   appear  that  Captain  Loch^  a  troly  gallant  saibri » 
sumed    improperly    the   command    of   the    united   fines;  a 
assumption  which  Major  Minchin  appears  to  have  snccomiid 
to^  overlooking^  or  being  ignorant  of  the  role,  which  Mspi 
the  command  of  a  united  force  on  land  to  the  senior  militBJ 
oiFiccr^  just  as  rigidly  as  it  does  to  the  nayal  officer  at  Mk 
[Sec  also  "  Pegu/'  page  231. — Captain  Loch  died  of  his  womA 
Gth  February  1853.     Ilis  remains  were  interred  at  J^npwat 
beside  young  Doran^  who  fell  on  the  14th  of  April.  1 


[Wc  briefly  narrated  the  insurrection  at  Beling  in  the  Nam- 
tivc  ('  *  Pegu^')  ,*  and  the  doings  of  the  gallant  detachment  of  Ai 
1st  Madras  Native  Infantry  under  Captain  Wright  and  Erarf 
Ncwdiek  of  that  regiment.]  It  was  then  at  once  detemuiid 
to  recapture  Beling.  The  Govemor-Otmeral  despatched  fim 
companies  of  the  2nd  Bengal  Europeans  to  occupy  Manlmain 
while  a  column  advanced  against  Moung-Goung.  Through  tin 
indefatigable  exertions  of  the  troops — men  of  the  49th  and  Isl 
Madras  Native  Infantry^  a  company  of  Bengal  FuailieiB  tnm 
Sittangi  and  a  small  detail  of  Madras  Artillery — and  the  marked 
zeal  of  Colonel  Bogle^  Captain  Berdmore^  Migon  Hall  and 
Gottreux^  and  others^  Beling  was  recaptured^f  and  Captaiii 
^erdip^'^  offprer    »  toward  nf  '>ne  '^h'^uaai™'^  TPnntt*»»  f^  M>-^»«, 


-r/\nn«* 
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q  Meteorological  Notice  of  Bukma. 

fi  Apkil. — ^Tliis  is  the  hottest  month  in  the  year.  The  ther- 
r  mometer  ranges  during  the  day  from  90°  to  95°,  and  the 
i:  heat  is  very  oppressive,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of 
r   the  month,  relieved,  however,  by  a  breeze  from  the  south  and 

south- west,  which  springs  up  about  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Bain  rarely  falls  in  this  month,  although  sometimes  it  does 

in  small   quantities.      [At  Toungoo,  during  this  month^  the 

thermometer  in  houses  stood  at  105°.] 

May. — During  this  month  the  monsoon  changes,  which 
usually  takes  place  from  the  15th  to  the  end.  The  weather, 
till  this  happens,  is  similar  to  that  experienced  last  month. 
Occasional  showers  and  north- westers  prevail  during  the  latter 
part,  at  times  attended  with  the  most  vivid  lightning  and  loud 
thunder.  Average  fall  of  rain  during  the  mouth  about  fifteen 
inches. 

June. — ^This  may  be  called  the  first  month  of  the  south-west 
monsoon.  The  heavy  rains  which  fall  now  cool  the  air  and 
encourage  vegetation.  Violent  gusts  of  wind  and  heavy  squalls, 
generally  from  the  south,  are  frequent,  commonly  about  the 
middle  of  the  month.     Average  fall  of  rain  forty  inches. 

July. — ^This  month  is  attended  with  very  heavy  rains  and 
much  wind;  the  weather  is  gloomy,  stormy,  and  cool,  whilst 
at  intervals  it  is  fair  and  mild,  particularly  from  4  to  7  in 
the  afternoon ;  with  so  much  regularity  does  this  occur,  that 
during  this  and  next  month  we  can  almost  depend  on  twenty- 
three  days  to  enjoy  a  fair  afternoon.  Average  fall  of  rain  from 
fifty  to  sixty  inches,  though  seventy  have  been  known  to  fall 
during  the  month. 

August. — ^The  heaviest  rains  usually  fall  in  this  month.  The 
weather  is  cool  and  pleasant  but  for  the  dampness,  which  is 
very  destructive  to  clothes,  books,  &c.  The  wind  blows  strong 
and  steady  from  the  south-west  quarter  during  the  whole  of 
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the  months  with  few  deviatioiu  firom  that  point.    Anofi  il 
of  rain  fifty-five  inches. 

September. — ^The  ndns  Bnbnde  oonaidenUT'  towirii  fc 
middle  of  the  month ;  and  £rom  that  to  the  fint  or  mmi 
week  of  October  the  change  of  the  monaooii  usiuDj  tda 
place^  with  its  accompaniments  of  north- westerSj  lig^tniD^ai 
thunder.  Towards  the  end  the  winda  axe  genoiDj  i^ 
and  yariable^  and  the  weather  ia  oooL  ATemge  fiA  d.  m 
thirty  inches. 

October. — Showers  faU  occasionally  to  the  middle  dt  At 
mouth.  Winds  light  and  variable^  blowing  from  the  noi&ai 
to  the  south ;  lightning  and  thunder  are  fiieqnent  Aiwi^  fti 
evenings  and  nights,  and  the  weather  is  cooL  During  lb 
latter  part  of  the  month  the  wind  blows  lig^ht  fiom  the  ttift- 
east  in  the  day,  veering  to  the  south  in  the  evening.  Avwrff 
fall  of  rain  five  inches. 

November. — This  is  the  first  month  of  what  ia  ct^wl  te 
cold  season.  The  days  are  hot,  with  scarcely  anj  windpliit 
the  nights  are  cool  and  agreeable.  Towards  the  end  a  ddUt- 
ful  breeze  from  the  north  springs  up  about  9  or  10  o'dod^ 
changing  to  the  south»east  during  the  night.  Bain  — J^«», 
and  then  trifling  in  quantity. 

December. — ^This  is  the  most  pleasant  month  in  the  year.  A 
refreshing  breeze  from  the  north  springs  up  about  10  o'dodc, 
veering  by  the  east  to  the  south  in  the  evening;  momiiiii 
and  evenings  cold ;  fogs  frequent  from  7  to  9  o'clock  in  fls 
mornings,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  month  denae.  If  o  rain. 
Copied  from  the  "  Notice  '^  in  the  Madraa  Artilla] 
Hospital  at  Rangoon. 

Addendum. — With  the  exception  of  increased  heat^  what  i 

said  above  of  December  is  nearly  applicable  to  Jakuakt  anc 

February.    The  month  of  March  {fa-goo  la  in  Bnrmeaet,  k 

^caning  month),  for  the  most  part  very  hot  and  sultry  will 

.r  ^o^asional  breeze  for  a  short  period^  day  and  night.     TKiwim 
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^  a  beneficial  monsoon  for  their  crops ;  also  another  water  feast 
in  September^  towards  the  end  of  the  monsoon.'^ 

^  Anecdotes  of  Donabew. 

I 

When  the  manuscript  of  ''  Pegu  '*  had  been  despatched  to 
Europe  for  publication,  the  Author  received  another  account  of 
Sir  John  Cheapens  operations  against  Myat-htoon  from  an 
officer  engaged.  This  being  the  second  authentic  description 
from  the  scene  of  action,  in  addition  to  the  Despatch,  the 
writer  hoped  to  gather  something  more  of  interest  for  his 
readers.  That  he  was  not  disappointed  the  following  anecdotes 
of  bravery  will  show : — 

An  Afghan  havildar  of  the  4th  Sikhs,  named  Jezut  Khan, 
behaved  splendidly  on  the  17th.  On  the  11th  some  of  his 
caste  were  killed  and  wounded  when  the  enemy  attacked  our 
rear- guard.  He  then  took  an  oath  on  his  sword  that  he  would 
kill  a  Burman  with  it  or  die ;  accordingly  on  the  17th  he  ad- 
vanced ahead  of  every  one  else,  determined  to  be  revenged. 
When  he  got  about  fifteen  yards  from  the  breastwork  he  re- 
ceived one  shot  in  the  hip  and  another  in  the  arm,  but  this  did 
not  deter  him  in  the  least,  and  he  still  continued  to  push  on. 
When  he  got  almost  within  reach  for  the  sacred  sword  to  begin 
its  work,  he  was  shot  right  through  the  body ;  and  thus  the 
brave  Afghan  fell  I  [This  anecdote  has  a  special  interest  at 
the  present  time  (Dec.  1879) .] 

On  the  19th  Sergeant-Major  Fury  of  the  4th  Sikhs  behaved 
very  gallantly.  When  we  got  within  eighty  yards  of  the 
deadly  breastwork,  and  some  men  did  not  move  forward  with 
that  alacrity  he  thought  desirable,  he  became  almost  frantic 
with  rage.    To  use  the  graphic  language  of  the  narrator,  ''he 


*  According  to  Lientenant  Cbase  ("  BurmeBO  Hand-Book  "),  thetmeepooh 
of  Barman  time  is  the  annihilation  of  Gautama,  540  yean  before  Cbriat. 
Time  is  measured  bj  lunar  months,  12  of  which  make  a  common  year,  and 
every  third  year  admits  an  intercalar  month  of  80  days.  A  month  is  distin- 
guished  into  two  parts,  the  waxing  and  the  wane.  The  full  moon  falli  on  the 
15th  of  the  waxing,  the  change  on  the  14th  or  15th  of  the  wane. 
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bep^n  kicking  and  striking  Europeans  and  NatiTea  riglit  ni 
left,  to  make  thorn  go  ou ;  and  whilst  thns  engaged  he  vh 
8hot  (lead,  with  three  bullets  through  him." 

Whatever  people  may  say  to  the  contrary,  incidents  sadi  a 
these  are  always  found  in  the  realities  of  war  :  and  there  is  no 
satisfactory  way  of  accounting  for  them.* 

TnE  LATE  Duke  of  Welunoton  on  thk  Szooitd 

Burmese  Wab. 

Everything  from  the  pen  of  the  late  illnstriona  Duke  of 
Wdlinf^toii  is  of  interest  to  the  British  nation.  The  inde- 
fati<^ublc  Earl  of  Ellenborough  had  ask^  the  Oovemment  fiir 
the  pro(lu(*ti()n  of  a  Despatch  written  twenty-eight  yean  agOi 
which  embodied  the  Duke's  opinion  regarding  the  First  Bon 
niosc  War.  His  Lordship^  it  is  well  known,  had  evinced  a 
decided  hostility  to  the  cause  and  prosecution  of  the  present 
war.  The  result  of  liis  demand  was  an  answer  firom  Laid 
Aberdeen,  and  a  justification  from  Lord  Derby.  The  latter 
was  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  Duke  on  the  present  war, 
wliieh,  '^  as  one  of  the  last  public  productions  of  His  Oracej  is 
worthy  of  perusal  and  record/' — and  which  the  Author  felt  the 
necessity  of  inserting  as  a  lasting  ornament  to  his  NarratiTe. 

l^arl  Derby  said — "  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  not  think 
I  am  trespassing  on  your  patience  if  I  read  to  the  Honse  thk 
memorandum  by  the  noble  and  gallant  Duke^  and  which  only 
his  death  has  prevented  us  receiving  from  his  own  mouth  :-* 

"^It  appears  to  me/  he  says,  'that  the  war  could  not  be 
averted ;  that  the  operations  fixed  upon  were  judicious ;  hate 
been  ably  carried  into  execution,  and  with  great  gallantry^  bj 


*  In  j unfile  nncl  stookado  warfare  particularly,  it  has  ocoasionally  (thoorii 
very  Beldum)  been  founcl  ditHcnlt  to  make  young  British  troops  advance  on 
enemy  with  the  often  desirable  impetuosity;  and,  perhaps,  this  is  az 
m  favour  of  not  employinf;^  too  young  and  inexperienced  soldiers  on  anoh 
Tho  f— ^«<   ^-^\rt^  thouif^*  -r—  inty  cavalry  more  liable  to  panic  than  Tonnff  nr 
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the  Officers  and  troops;  and  that  a  commencement  has  been 
made  to  require  from,  and  enable  the  Government  to  consider 
of  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  the 
terms  on  which  peace  should  be  restored.  I  concur  with  the 
Governor-General  in  thinking  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  retain  possession  of  all  that  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
British  troops — that  is^  Rangoon,  Martaban,  and  even  Bassein^ 
Pegu,  and  the  whole  province  so-  called.  My  opinion  is  that 
it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  preparations  for  carrying 
on  the  operations  of  the  war  till  the  Sovereign  of  Ava  shall 
be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  signing  a  treaty,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  which  all  these  dominions  will  be  ceded  to  the 
British  Government,  or  till  the  State  of  Ava  shall  be  destroyed, 
A  mere  military  possession  of  these  districts  would  be  but  an 
inglorious  and  little  secure  result  of  these  successful  operations. 
I  confess  that  I  am  inclined  to  expect  that  the  means  adopted 
to  cut  oflf  from  Ava  the  supplies  of  corn  usually  received  by 
imports  from  sea,  will  have  the  eflfect  of  producing  efforts 
to  obtain  peace  by  negotiation  ;  but  if  not,  the  British  Go- 
vernment ought  to  be  in  a  state  of  military  preparation  to 
advance  upon  Ava, — to  enforce  the  abandonment  of  the  capital^ 
and  even  of  Amarapura.  It  may  be  relied  upon  that  the 
natives  of  the  East  are  not  better  prepared  than  we  are  to 
abandon  their  dwellings  in  the  winter,  and  to  live  in  the  jungles 
and  mountains.  The  Government  suspected  of  intending  to 
take  such  a  course  would  be  abandoned  by  all  its  followers. 
At  all  events,  the  military  possession  and  tenure  of  provinces 
and  possessions  upon  the  sea-coast  would  be  considered  in  a 
very  different  light,  the  Government  of  Ava  being  there  seated 
in  strength,  as  under  existing  circumstances ;  or  being  driven 
out  and  weakened  towards  Amarapura,  or  farther  on  in  the 
mountains,  as  is  supposed  in  the  printed  papers.  I  conceive^ 
therefore,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  assemble  the  large  force 
proposed,  even  though  it  should  be  determined  to  insist  upon 
the  cession  of  all  the  maritime  possessions  of  the  State  of  Ava. 
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These  must  be  ceded  by  the  Btipulationa  of  a  tmtj  of  fOB, 
or  the  State  mast  be  destroyed.  If,  after  all,  the  So^ 
Tv'v^w  sliouhl  treat  for  peace  in  order  to  save  his  Stite,k 
must  ht'  made  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  lefr 
sity  fur  providing  specially  for  the  security  of  the  ^naft 
of  IV>;u,  discussed  iu  the  Minutes  of  the  Members  ot  Ac 
("ouMcil,  appears  to  me  to  be  disposed  of;  but  it  Buyk 
relied  upon  that  the  poiut  will  have  much  effect  in  both  Han 
of  rarlianieut.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  people  of  Pegahne 
already,  by  tlicir  comluct,  acquired  the  right  to  claim  pratecta 
by  .stii)idation  of  treaty,  if  the  province  should  be  restored  ti 
the  (iuvernmcnt  of  Ava,  however  objectionable  all  sndLpn 
visions  of  treaties,  as  leading  to^  and  rendering  iilcchh] 
iiiterfcTencc  in  the  internal  affairs  of  a  foreign  nation.  TI 
demand  of  the  cession  would  certainly  be  preferable  to  lerti 
ration,  with  a  stipulation  of  amnesty  to  the  people  of  P«i,i 
wliioli  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  British  QoTemment  I 
enforce  the  execution.' " — March  5,  1853. 

Cost  op  the  War. 

Next  to  the  expenditure  of  human  life  in  a  war  ranks  t 
^.expenditure  of  treasure.  This  latter,  in  an  age  filled  with  n 
''  economists  and  calculators,''  had  apparently  been  much  ovi 
rated.  Even  two  milliou  pounds  sterling  waa  not  too  gretA 
price  to  pay  for  the  advantages  gained  by  the  annexation 
Pegu.  But  nine  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  od 
was  said  to  be  a  "  close  approximation  "  to  the  cost  of  the  w 
for  seventeen  months.  Among  the  items^  of  course  the  Coi 
missariat  charges  were  the  principal,  or  two  hundred  and  fif 
thousand  pounds.  In  round  numbers  the  expense  of  the  wi 
therefore,  was  little  over  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  poun 
t  year      ^Ve  thought,  liowever,  the  entire  co**^  might  be  safe 


4>-i      —  I  't\t  --*». 
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■t  Meaday. 

■^^    Meaday,  signifyin^^  in  the  Burmese  language  ^^  very  rich," 
'Was   nearly  deserted    on    our    occupation    of  it,  there    being 
^^carcely  a    house  in   the  whole  place   in    a   fit    condition  for 
i^quartering  troops.     Tiiere  were  but  few  inhabitants  and  a  very 
fSnferior  bazaar.     The  space  occupied  by  the  villagers  was  outside 
f  the  soutli  gate,  extending  one  hundred  yards  in  length  and 
5-  breadth ;  all  beyond  this  was  inundated  during  the  monsoon, 
t  and    cultivated   in    the   dry  season.     "  Our   frontier   station,*' 
r  wrote  Lieutenants  Bridge  and  Lloyd  in  their  Report,  "  is  about 
I  fifteen  feet  above  the  highest  rise  of  the  river,  surrounded  by 
;:  a  stockade,  forming  an  island  in  the  height  of  the  monsoon. 
I  Our  present  position  extends  from  the  south  gate  to  the  breast- 
;  work  marked  C  on   the  '  Plan  of  the  Stockade  of  Meaday,'* 
but  will  be  extended  on  the  arrival  of  more  troops.     This  has 
proved  to  be  one  of   our   healthiest  stations,  only  six  deaths 
having  occurred  from  the  end  of  January  to  the  end  of  June, 
out  of  a  force  of  nearly  five  hundred  men.     The  heat  is  ex- 
cessive  during    the    months  of  March,  April,   and   May,  the 
thennomcter  averaging  from  104°  to  111°  in  the  houses." 

By  a  Government  Notification  of  the  5th  May  1858^  Mr. 
E.  O'Rilcy  was  appointed  Assistant  Commissioner  at  Toungoo, 
under  the  Commissioner  of  Pegu. 


•  "  Pogu,"  p.  237. 
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PART   IV. 


P>KK4>KE  Axn  A  FT  mi  THE  Rbsidbnt*s  Depabtusi. 


**  Mfiiiiwhih.'  lio  drew  wise  uiorols  from  hia  plajs 
Aii<l  ill  thosi'  s« ileum  periods  stalked  away  !  " 

(Xd  SpOofm 

Afti:k  all  that  Mr.  St.  Barbo  bid  borue  and  suffered  at  Mandi 
\\<'  onii  «»nsily  i7na;rin«»  him  mutt4*ring  to  himself  a  couplet  like 
alK>v<>  as  li«>  Willi  «iuietly  and  peusividy  ou  board  the  steamer iri 
was  tn  rirry  him  to  «>ur  fruitior  station  of  Thajetmvo.  Ti 
(MniM  b.»  littli'  (loul)t  that  the  day  our  Resident  left  the  cftf 
would  be  like  thai  on  which  may  yet  be  sounded  the  da 
knell  oT  Upper  Burma's  indejUMidenco — an  event,  if  not  ye^ 
liaui],  <»n«»  wliieh  cannot  l)e  much  longer  delayed  in  the  inter 
of  humanity,  ciimmerco,  and  civilisation!  The  Kins  and 
advisers  had  b«M'n  fairly  w<»igiied  in  the  balances,  and  sadlj  fa 
wanting;  but  now  we  must  look  on  what  is  past  as  clouds  of  in 
nifioant  result  in  the  prospect  so  **  brij^ht  and  advancing,"  A 
\n  >v», M.^nT-  lepi^ture,  some  "  4>re»*''"g  particulars  went 
lu..---        -i     -I      d^iii..      jTiilp*-^!*'       ».     '.lii-     »ivH>.aio»x,   could    ^a  ** 
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"Thaybtmto,  Sunday,  October  12. 

"The  following  is  the  true  account  of  the  withdrawal  of  our 
Mission  from  Mandalay : — 

"  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  the  Eesident  sent 
round  a  peon  with  the  following  circular  to  the  various  British 
residents : — 

"'October  6th. — The  Government  of  India  have  decided  to 
remove  for  the  present  their  representative  and  establishment. 
They  hope,  however,  that  the  temporary  absence  of  a  British  officer 
from  the  capital  will  in  no  way  affect  the  friendly  relations  at 
present  existing  between  the  two  Governments. 

"  *  It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  apprise  you  of  my  intentions,  and 
to  advertise  them  publicly  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  am  proceed- 
ing at  once  on  board  the  "  Panthay,"  leaving  my  baggage  to 
follow. 

" '  Should  you  consider  it  necessary  to  adopt  similar  measures, 
you  will  arrive  at  the  wharf  almost  as  soon  as  ourselves.  In  any 
case  the  steamer  will  be  detained  a  sufficient  time  to  admit  of  your 
communicating  your  resolve.' 

"At  the  Residency  no  packing  was  allowed,  lest  an  alarm  should 
be  given.  The  circulars  sent  out,  the  Staff  proceeded  to  the 
steamer,  and  the  peon  returning  from  delivering  the  circulars 
found  the  Residency  closed  and  the  Burmese  in  possession. 

"  These  would  not  permit  the  baggage  to  be  removed  without 
orders  from  the  King. 

"Some  hours  afterwards  a  courteous  letter  was  received  allowing 
the  removal  of  the  baggage. 

"  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  circular  the  European  residents  and 
British  subjects  hurried  down  to  the  wharf  as  fast  as  possible ; 
even  Major  Halstead,  the  only  man  who  remained  behind  during 
the  troubles  in  Major  Sladen's  time,  left  on  this  occasion. 

"  Andriano,  who  is  flotilla  agent  and  Italian  Consul,  remained,  as 
he  considered  that  there  was  no  danger. 

"  Commercial  affairs,  as  might  be  imagined,  are  completely  upset 
by  this  sudden  move.  Traders  refuse  to  undertake  the  delivery 
of  imi)orts,  and  a  feverish  anxiety  prevails  all  down  the  river  to 
get  goods  for  export  away  safely. 

"  At  Mandalay  all  is  quiet.  The  Ministers  believe  that  a  new 
Resident  will  be  appointed  directly,  and  they  are  showing  their 

80  • 
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I-  Mti.:    :  f  in   iionot*  hy  st'niliii;^  s  .uie   of  their  steameni^ 
I'  MIL'.  11 1,1  :  iitli,  rs  avi-  tn  fullow  in  a  ffW  d:tvs. 

•    Tu  .    '"  til.    (I,.fil!i  st.^fiTi.rrs  l.*ft  Mnndalavon  tb*  "tL 
'  :'i»r'i.  wii:.ii  wvr.'  mi   tln'ir  w;iv  up,  tiirnoJ  back  on  z^cdfifi 
i:  w^. 

"AH  :rriv.'.l  sjfi'lv  :it  Th.iVininvo  vostordav. 

•r.Miti.l.  ii.v    is.    lu.wovor.  rapidly  returning,  and  time 
tl  .till  •  -•    till,  rs  ;ir.*  l.jivinir  Tliayetnivo  to-dav  for  Mandaki 

•Tl..- ATiiiTH-:!!!  missioiiarios  have  r»?mained  at  Bhamo.  I 
^ -itillti  s  n.-.-ur  th.'v  piirpos,*  sooking  safety  in  China. 

••  J*  f  r.'  th-  •  Pitiitl'Mv  '  arnvr.l  at  Meuhla  a  slight  ^gn 
..  urr.  -i.  Til.'  lUiniirs.'  oftioials  hoarded  the  steamer  and  i 
'I  ..II     rnstijii:  s..iut'  iJurnu'st'  British    subjects  who  w«re 

•• 'I'll,- i:.'si.lr!it  inttTtViNMl  on.Tj^retioalljr,  and  the  gvaii 
t'DSi's  ^tM. «il  t  ■  iln'ir  iiriMs. 

■•  F"i:i!lv  flu-  n:inii-  <-•  nfli,'i:ils  u'ave  way,  and  the  « PtaithJ 
i-.-itlni  rliiwii  tii«'  rivtT. 

"'J'ii.-  liNsil.-iit  I:  IS  n'j»  .rt^'J  tn  tlio  Grovernment  that  th 
li'.s  sMni]»:.'n«Ml  lurii  fr«nn  rviTv  villaire  t-o  proceed  to  Msnd 
l-roti"'  t  it. 

"A:!li'»'iji  th.T.*  wiTi'  mmn^rous  passenjcrers  proceeding  t 
«l:il;iy  l»y  thi*  stt-niiiTs  whioh  wen*  stopped  on  their  war  i 
rturn  .1  t..  ■l'li:j\ .tuiw^  iioin'  of  them  ^'o  up  by  the  steamei 
1.  iv.'v  :  ».  ]  )\  f.-r  Mm]  •!  iy,but  all  roturn  in  the  boats  forKai 

l*v    t.'lrL:ra|»li,  from   the  **  Standard's "  Special    Corxesfx 

\'\*\U  nini:  »>]'  ^^^''  t''k'j::r.iiihif  account  given  the  previous  cl 
*'  St ;iM  1  !i-.l  "  n!"  tin-  l-ttli  of  Orto])er  liad  an  excellent  leader 
\  irh«lr'\val  of  mir  Fiosidrnt,  and  the  prohable  results  *  but 
iitraJM,  v,!i  n  tl»«  writt-r  talks  of  the  tlianeos  of  war  having  1 
'■  r«'iM"1.',"  li.'  is  f'viT-sancru'ni',  and  has  coloured  the  peaceful 
t"o  in._nily.  \V«'  may  not  have  war;  but  something  must  he  i 
«  ^anL^''  ill  ■  Ti'VirniUfnt  of  UpjHT  Burma,  in  order  to  promoti 
and  romnii'iTi' in  Lowi^r !     Tho  followintr  <.*xtract  from  the 

in  qui'stion  is  ni«wt  iniTostiuij  at  th«»  present  t-imc: 

'"  On  i1h^  whnl.»  it  is  dilli'-ult  to  conceive  how  a  British  Res 
n  a  8.Mni-(ivilis«Ml  fonntry.  p)verned  by  an  impetuous  and 
'••rsty  yonni:  autoriiit   like  TUcehau,  c^u?'^  h^-^o  I^^ot^   -vitli 
-  i'*^  1.  ss  frirtion. 

'"li.  'lo|virf.ure  of  Mr.  ^^    T^arb'^    vni  ,  '^ 
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,'f  ect  upon  the  trade  which  usually  flows  between  British  and  Upper 

r'^jiurma.     Six  months  ago  the  merchants  of  Rangoon  were  vaguely 

IffiiJling  upon  the  Government  of  India  to  do  something  because 

g^gtieir  import  trade  was  almost  at  a  standstill,  and  articles  of  com- 

lerce  were  coming  slowly  from  Upper  Burma.    The  local  Chamber 

^^£  Commerce  prepared  a  statement  for  the  consideration  of  the 

lUthorities,  showing  that  Rangoon  traders  were  suffering  at  the 

jj.  "ate  of  some  millions  a  year.     Now  that  something  like  a  crisis 

ig^^aae  actually  occurred  in  the  relations  between  the  Government  of 

^■^  India  and  the  Government  of  Iiide|)endent  Burma,  business  will 

^,  become  worse  than  ever.     The  cotton,  teak,  dye,  and  rice  trade, 

,  ^-which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  flows  briskly  along  the  Ira- 

.wady,  will  be  paralysed  under  the  influence  of  two  beliefs — one, 

"    that  there  wiU  be  no  security  for   British  goods  sent  into  Upper 

.^  Burma;  and  the  other,  that  articles  despatched  from  Upper  Burma 

*  will  neither  be  purchased  nor  paid  for  in  Lower  Burma.     This 

.  .   injury  to  a  trade  which  has  made  Pegu  one  of  the  most  thriving 

countries  under  the  Government  of  India,  and  transformed  Rangoon 

from  an  unimportant  mart  into  one  of  the  most  rising  ports  in  the 

[     East,  is  to  be  regretted,  but  it  is  certain  to  be  only  of  temporary 

duration." 

Of  course  it  would  be  wrong  to  credit  all  we  hear  from 
Mandalay  ;  but,  judging  from  the  antecedents  of  the  Golden  Foot, 
the  following  royal  act,  after  the  Resident's  departure,  has  a 
decided  stamp  of  truth  about  it : — King  Theebau  telegraphed  to 
the  Chief  Commissioner  "sarcastically"  ("Daily  News"  corre- 
spondent), stating  he  was  sorry  that  the  British  Agent  left  so 
precipitately,  as  there  was  no  chance  of  sending  an  officer  of  rank 
to  escort  him  to  the  steamer!  The  force  of  political  etiquette 
could  surely  no  fai-ther  go.  A  telegram  of  the  14th,  from  Thayet- 
myo  announced  that  a  special  boat  from  Menhla — some  forty  miles 
above  the  formt>r  station,  and  also  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river — 
brought  the  report  that  large  bodies  of  armed  men  were  massing 
there.  The  Governor,  however,  who  was  "  friendly,"  said  that  the 
flotilla  steamer  would  be  free  from  molestation.  Of  course  we 
must  conciliate  the  King's  subjects  on  the  frontier  as  much  as 
j)088ible.  It  is  hardly  to  be  believed  that  even  King  Theebau  pro- 
jects any  attack  on  British  territory — which  would  atonoe  force  on 
a  war — es])ecially  when  he  has  heard  of  General  Roberts'  splendid 
and  successful  march  on  Cabul !     But,  at  any  time,  an  insane  fit 
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Mil  \ho  iKirt  of  the  Golden  Foot  maj  make  him  the  assrm 
fi»n-«'  iiH  into  sjN't^dy  action  ;  so  the  onlv  waj  is  to  keep  emit 
thr   Nui>i(Ti>au    mutti>   of    Ready — a.yb    Ssadt! — 16th  ( 

Eulogy  ox  Mb.  Shaw. 

•*  In  ri'|.lv  tnthoth'sputoh  of  the  Government  of  India r 
till*  .I.Mtli  of  Mr.  Shaw,  iU'tiiii;  Political  Besident  at  M&nd 

JSri-ntarv  ni  ^ttiit«>  iiuikcs  ihr  following  reiuarks : *  I  have 

this  iiit.'lliu'''nt»'  with  ^'dmi  rrirrt-t.  Mr.  Shaw  had  onvari^ 
sii'us  riiKltTril  j^'oimI  siTviiv  to  tho  Government  of  Ind 
n-i-.iit  iiuiilurt  ot  ;ilV.iii*s  ;it  Maiidaiay  was  marked  by  cool 
stuiiiil  judiriiHMit.  and,  ha«l  he  survived,  would  have  entitle 
liiirli  <-ttnini«'iiilatii'n.  Thf  h*ss  of  an  otiicer  of  so  much  p 
tin-  nn»n*  to  Ik.'  .l«'[ilori'il  as  tho  kuowlod^^e  and  experienc 
arijuiml  Winild  havr  Ikm-u  of  rssontial  valur  in  Upr»er  Bo] 
•*Alh?n's  Indian  Mail,"  OctobtT  27th,  1S7V. 

Ax  Envoy  from  IkfANDALAy  to  thk  Viceroy. 

At  till'  Olid  of  Oi'toluT  th«»  most  important  news  from  1 
was  that  a  Woonthmk  (^Miiiistor  or  Secretary  of  State)  had  I 
as  an  «'nvi»y  toth**  Viooroy.    Tho  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
mvi*  had  roooivod  ordors  to  detain  him  and  question  >>iin 
mission.     Tho  onvoy  was  detained  l»y  orders  of  the  Chief  < 
Kii>nor,  iH^idin^  tho   roooipt   of  further  orders  from  the 
Dospatvhos  from  Thayotmyo,  received  by  the  *'  Standard  " 
Novomhor,  stated  that  \hv  tibjcct  of  the  mission  sent  by  t 
tif  Jiurma  to    tho  Viirn»y  was    understood    to  be  to  re-< 
diplonuitio  relations  with    England.     The  Embassy  was 
tainod  pendin«j;  thi>  sanction  of  the  Chief  Commissioner 
^^)in^  on,  and  the  King  was  said  to  be  much  irritated 
detention.     A  European  lady  hail  been  }>ermitted  to  have  i 
vii'w  with  the  King,  who  stated  that,  if  attacked,  he  shoulc 
his  frontier,  but  that  if  l>eaten  he  would  offer  no  further 
Uo  thought  the  English  too  impatient  in  their  demand  i 
vision  of  the  treaty  with  his  father,  and  said  that  he  won 
yield  to  tho  claim  that  he  should  dispense  with  the  cerei 
■^L-ing  off  shoos  on  entering  his  preseuoe. 
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^^rrangcd  that  as  soon  as  war  was  declared,  Eangoon  should  be 
ryrbumt  down  by  his  emissaries,  who  were  also  to  receive  500  rs. 

-  i"  for  each  member  of  the  royal  famil}*  killed  on  the  occasion."     His 

Majesty  was  most  anxious  "  that  this  kind  service  might  be  ren- 
dered to  one  of  the  princes,  who,  in  the  days  of  his  childhood, 

^  dared  to  box  his  royal  ears  in  some  childish  squabble,"  the  memory 
of  which  still  rankled  in  his  royal  breast.     It  was  also  affirmed 

>   that  the  Mandalay  royal  lotteries  had  been  attended  with  the  loss 

-  of  not  a  few  lives. 

The  Customs  Offigebs. 

Towards  the  end  of  October,  the  Irawady  flotilla  continued  to 
enter  Burma ;  but  the  attitude  of  the  Governor  of  Menhla  towards 
the  British  preventive  officers  was  by  no  means  satis&x^tory.  He 
strongly  objected  to  their  accompanying  steamers;  but  as  their 
right  to  accompany  them  is  distinctly  guaranteed  by  treaty,  his 
objection,  it  was  said,  would  not  be  regarded,  and  ample  compensa- 
tion would  be  demanded  "  in  case  of  any  insult  or  outrage  to  pre- 
ventive officers."  This  difficulty  alone  was  thought  to  "  keep  the 
door  open  "  for  hostilities.  Another  despatch  from  Rangoon  said 
that  the  (question  of  the  customs  officers  in  the  flotilla  was  becom- 
ing serious ;  and  the  local  Government  was  determined  to  send 
them  up.  Then,  at  the  same  time,  the  Burmese  Premier  had  tele- 
graphed, ex]>ressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  continuance  of  steamer 
communication !  Mandalay  was  quiet ;  the  Besidency  was  occu- 
pied by  a  Burmese  Prince ;  and  the  Church  compound  by  Phon- 
gyeos.  A  Rangoon-Chinese  firm  had  received  orders  from  its 
Mandalay  Agent  to  send  up  goods. 

The  Nyouno-Yan  Prince. — The  Chttbch  at  Minbalat. 

An  o[)inion  was  entertained  at  Rangoon  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
campaign,  it  would  be  rendered  easier  if,  on  the  declaration  of 
liostiliti<.*8,  Nyoung-Yan  (or  Nyoungyan)  were  publicly  recognised 
as  the  British  nominee,  and  received  with  royal  honours,  while  a 
proclamation  was  issued  placing  him  on  the  Burmese  throne.  This 
was  thought  by  some  to  be  preferable  to  annexation;  but,  as  before 
remarked,  we  must,  in  some  fashion  or  other — to  secure  the  peace 
oi  British  Burma — reign  supreme  at  Mandalay.  Great  regret  was 
expressed  at  the  abandonment  of  the  splendid  church  there.    It 
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was  built  for  the  zealous  missionaiy,  I>r.  T^^i^%  bj  the  lriBl4l 
"  l.ut  no  option  was  Wt  to  the  Rer.  Mr.  Golbeek."  HeMil 
iui|>o88ible  to  save  the  font  presented  to  the  dunAlfli' 
Majofttv  tht'  Queen.  There  was  a  rumour  that  the  chmdiUtel 
burnt  to  the  ground  ;  but  it  was  said  that  raspect  for  UMf 
wuulil  induce  even  Kiu^  Thi'ebau  «^  to  spaie  the  Heied  Wttf* 
It  would  pn>bably  Yh}  made  into  a  Burmese  monasteiy,  mX§m^ 

Rev.  Mb.  Colbkck  ahd  thk  Summmsk  T.ah 


In  noticing  the  withdrawal  of  our  Resident  from  IfwMifJi^ 
shouM  have  Ikvu  mentioned  that  the  party  consisted  of  Mr.  SlBbI^ 
Dr.  Ferrin,  and  the  RfV.  Mr.  Colbeck.  We  also  lead  in"AIIa' 
tht*  pleasing  and  nohle  fact  that  two  ladies  of  xank  bebngiigte 
th«'  iKila'o,  who  "  had  owed  their  previous  luiniunitv  from  m^^ 
to  Mr.  C<»11  perk's  humanitv,  were  safelv  t-mbarked  on  boudtte 
steamer." 

Trade  of  British  Bubva  (1878-79). 

"  Tlie  annual  tra<le  and  mivigation  returns  for  Britiih  fr*^ 
exhibit  a  very  satisfactory  increase.  The  large  extension  of  tab 
carried  on  )>y  private  jK'rsous  is  especially  referred  to  by  thehed 
Administration,  wlio  i>i>int  with  satisfaction  to  the  leiritimsted^ 
niand  which  ])revails  both  for  the  produce  of  the  oountry  sad  for 
(i^oods  im]K>rtL'd,  the  improved  condition  of  the  people  fpi^^Kfr 
them  to  ]>urcha8e  readily  and  at  rates  fairly  remuneiatiTe  tothopB 
engaged  in  tlio  tradi>.  We  are  told  that,  although  the  expoiti  te 
Upi>er  Burma,  at  on<'  ]mt  cent,  duty,  show  an  increase  in  vahe 
rather  than  a  decroasi\  yet  the  trade  would  have  been  mvck 
greater  if  the  country  had  been  more  settled.  In  June  1878  tke 
King  actively  interfered  with  both  the  import  and  export  trsdfl^ 
and  the  dealers  in  imports  declined  to  buy  largely,  while  the  efr 
|>orts  of  grain  and  pulses  were  practically  prohibited,  becaosa  the 
cu8U)m8  farmer  demanded  an  extra  five  j»er  cent,  duty  on  this  p«^ 
duce.  In  August,  His  Majesty  purchased  hu*ge  quantities  cC 
piece-goods,  and  gave  them  to  his  soldiers  as  pay.  These  floods 
were  re-sold  in  the  Mandalay  bazaar  at  any  prices  they  iPoaU 
fetch,  thus  seriously  interfering  with  the  usual  retail  trade.  Tbwsrds 
tho  end  of  September  the  rumoured  death  of  the  ITwg    nrrtmMy 
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iiLon  (Men gdon),  caused  considerable  excitement;  the  native  mer- 
I;' chants  ceased  shipping,  and  many  who  held  stocks  in  Mandalay 
{■;  and  in  other  towns  beyond  the  frontier  brought  them  back  to  Ban- 
fj  goon.  After  King  Theebau  had  boon  proclaimed  suocossor  to  his 
l;  father,  business  improved,  and  continued  brisk  until  the  middle 
of  February,  when  the  reports  which  reached  liangoon  in  regard 
to  the  massacre  of  his  relatives  by  the  new  King  almost  put  a 
stop  to  purchases  for  Upper  Burma,  and  there  was  no  revival 
of  trade  up  to  the  close  of  the  year.  The  result  of  this  was 
that  the  stocks  of  cotton,  silk,  and  woollen  goods  in  bond  on 
March  31,  1879,  were  much  in  excess  of  the  stocks  on  the  same 
date  in  1878.  The  imports  from  Bombay  were  valued  at  8,22,849  rs.; 
from  Bengal,  1,78,08,191  rs. ;  and  from  Madras  25,85,827  rs." 

It  was  generally  considered  in  iiangoon  (October  19th)  that  the 
"rupture  of  diplomatic  relations"  between  the  British  and  Bur- 
mese Governments  had  given  a  severe  shock  to  trade ;  and  it  was 
confidently  afiirmed  that  trade  could  never  recover  a  really  healthy 
condition  until  confidence  was  restored  by  a  fresh  treaty,  pro- 
perly enforced  or  guaranteed,  or  by  a  successful  campaign. 
Early  hostilities  were  considered  by  some  as  inevitable  ;  but 
others  held  that  they  would  be  staved  off  as  long  as  possible,  as 
the  Government  of  India  was  averse  to  war. 


THE   "MANDALAY   GAZETTE/' 

Despatch  from  the  Viceroy. 

To  furnish  intelligence  regarding  the  Burmese  Mission^  to  the 
latest  date^  the  Author  deems  it  advisable  to  add  the  follow- 
ing information  from  two  of  the  London  daily  journals — the 
"Daily  News''  and  "Standard"  of  the  11th  and  8th  De- 
ceniber  respectively.  The  former's  correspondent,  writing  from 
Rangoon,  November  9,  gives  important  notes  regarding  the 
"  Mandalay  (Jazcttc,"  evidently  the  "Court  Journal  "  of  Upper 
Burma. 

No  one  had  yet  seen  King  Theebau's  letter  to  the  Viceroy; 
but  the  terms  of  it  were  understood  to  be  embodied  in  an  article 
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in  this  nmusing  Bpecimen   of    M. ic /        .odicd 

The  **(iazcttr"  is  described  as  '«a  wonderful  piper,"  tt< 
*' aiiuouiKTiuriits  of  extraordiuary  dreams  and  poitatoiri 
quivr  Mi|U'isiitii>ns."  Everything  good  proceeds  fiom  "fc 
Mujcstv  of  the  Kuirr  of  Land  and  Sea,  and  proret  UifHi 
ni»t  only  ovir  Upper  Burma,  but  over  the  prannoe  ofl^ 
unii  tlir  -  ilis»uial  swamps  by  the  sea,'  as  the  Bunnani  itjkli 
torritdrirs."  Leaders  are  unkiicwu  in  the  "  Gaiette.'*  cMk 
<'  when  dictated  by  a  Minister,  as  no  doabt  the  Ub*- 
ing  article  was.  It  appeared  in  the  iasne  of  Oetobs  U; 
Tliadiii^wiri,  waning  moon,  1241 '': — 

"'1I»«'  roiitii;:!  Apnt  ill  charge  of  the  British  BesidsMjilft 
n..l.l.ii  i'itv.  «nnsid.'rinir  it  iinproivr  to  continue  in  the  phoe,0i 
Im'Iu^  alxiUt  to  h'avo.  wn.>to  ti»  the  Burmese  authorities  on  the  H 
nn-M-iT  K^n*,  iiii'uniiing  tlu-m  of  the  same,  and,  immedirtd 
at't.r  s.ndiiii:  tin*  K'ttor,  left  with  three  other  oiBcers  ind  d 
Kisith'ih-y  ^'iiarJ;  also  L-allinj^  away  a  number  of  Britith  ngi 
triv.l  siil.jivis.  CViisid-ring  that  nothing  strange  had  oecoxn 
and  whilst  the  liiinnese  and  British  Qovernments  oontiiraed  i 
iriri:dlv  tiriiis,  and  no  single  instance  ol'  a  breach  of  the  !bHJ 
roiidififus  h:id  takrn  j'la  e.  to  write,  simply  stating  that  it  m 
th.iiij^ht  improper  to  stay  any  lonper  in  the  Golden  Citj,  and  tb 
all  i>i  a  Miil'l-  n  and  at  ouee  to  depart,  like  one  who  fuMwg  u 
fearing'  diiiipT,  h'av«*s  to  avoid  it,  so  hurriedly  as  the  Briti 
olliiers  have  ilone,  is  a  matter  for  wonder  to  all  who  have  has 
oi'  it.  Thi'  iiii-nhants,  trade  1*8,  and  {people  generally  of  the  ti 
conntri«*s,  st^'inix  and  knowinjy  the  manner  in  which  the  Briti 
ollicers  acted,  making  matters  out  to  be  more  serious  thantfa 
are,  I>y  thi  ir  hurried  and  sudden  retreat,  naturally  ascribed  it 
various  causes,  n>sultin^  in  the  stoppage  of  trade  and  <i^tni 
and  ruin  to  traders.  Tne  Burmese  authorities  have  always  act( 
with  the  view  t<i  maintain  friendly  relations  between  the  ti 
countries,  and  were  watchful  that  all  they  did  should  be  in  s 
eordanct>  with  the  terms  oi  the  Treaty.  But  the  very  soddc 
and  hurried  retrt>at  oi  the  Britibh  officers  caused  a  serious  pM>i< 
Uie  people  I'e'vi'"-  xneasy,  and  imagined  all  sorts  of  thinin.  » 
.liiiur    Mi'  .»»a^c  of  trade  and  the  consequent  damage  an 

....I  .,       rho  til"**  *^«\vim    >^'^'  "^  w^^«  ♦ThA  nr^Ten^niQi 
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*f'Bliould  protect  and  care  for  its  people,  it  became  neccBsary,  in 
■»  order  to  revive  trade  and  to  encourage  traders  to  continue  their 
0  business  in  an  easy  state  of  mind,  and  also  to  allow  them  to  travel 
about  freely  and  quietly,  for  the  Government  to  nominate  coura- 
'^  geous  and  able  Ministers  of  high  rank  to  proceed  to  and  protect 
"  and  watch  the  towns  of  Melloon,  Menhla,  Tounghoo,  Yameethen, 
'  the  villages  of  Mobyai,  Buigon,  and  other  frontier  towns  and 
stations.  When  the  British  othcers  were  leaving  they  also  sent  a 
letter  asking  the  Burmese  authorities  to  protect  and  take  care  of 
all  goods,  persons,  and  things  (British  property)  in  Mandalay.  To 
enable  the  Burmese  authurities  to  comply  with  said  request  a 
letter  was  sent  back  asking  for  a  list  of  the  property  to  be  taken 
care  of,  to  which,  however,  no  answer  was  received,  the  officers 
leaving  in  the  steamer  suddenly.  Nevertheless,  the  Burmese 
Government  have  with  a  noble  heart  caused  all  British  subjects 
who  are  left  behind  in  Mandalay,  together  with  the  goods  and 
property,  animate  and  inanimate,  to  be  properly  cared  for  and 
protected.  The  proceeding  which  has  caused  merchants,  traders, 
and  people  generally  to  entertain  imaginary  fears,  and  in  conse- 
quence uneasiness  of  mind,  stoppage  of  and  damage  to  trade, 
the  stoppage  in  the  movements  of  the  people  of  the  two  king- 
doms, the  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  Burmese  Government  to 
nominate  officers  to  watch  and  protect  the  frontier  stations,  the 
unsettled  state  of  British  subjects  who  are  removed  from  one  place 
to  another,  and  the  sufferings  generally  ui  everybody,  are  attribut- 
able to  the  action  of  the  British  Government  only." 

If  this  production  does  not  "  out-Herod  Herod/'  nothing 
could  ever  do  so.  Such  a  last  phase  iu  King  Theebau's  pro- 
gress— even  if  it  be  only  partly  authentic — gives  the  finishing 
touch  to  our  knowledge  of  the  present  Golden  Foot's  shifting 
diplomatic  character  I 

By  telegram,  dated  Thayetmyo,  7th  December,  the  "  Stan- 
dard's ''  Special  Correspondent  wrote : — 

*'  The  Burmese  Embassy,  which  has  for  some  time  been  de- 
tained here,  awaiting  permission  from  the  Indian  authorities  to 
proceed,  has  received  a  commimication  from  the  Viceroy  through 
the  Chief  Commissioner  to  the  following  effect : — 

''  The  Viceroy  states  that  he  is  seriously  dissatisfied  with  the 
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]  nfiititin  an-l  tri'ntmr*nt  of  oar  Roaident  lately  at  the  Bob 
<Viiirt ;  Hiifh  trfjitint'iit  )»eini;  aliogpther  inconaiBteiit  aEke  vilkfc 
proffKsiiiiiri  it{  fririidtthip  of  the  Burmeae  GtoTemmeat  aad  vA 
iirilinarv  i1iit1ii:ii:itii*  '-inirtoBT. 

"It  :i]<pi':irs.  th(*n,  altovpc^thor  inoong^raona  and  premitaRk 
thf  Kiii^  ti'  hi* nil  :l  cuiii]iliiui'utiiry  miaaiun,  or  for  him  to  aaM 
tliiit  it  «'iu  1>«'  rf'i'ivrd  ill  a  friendly  or  honoarable  maiiiierbTte 
(Jiivoriiuifiit  wlioso  rt'pri*8entatiYe  has  been  treated  with  labifcri 
(liiiiKiiirtt'sv  at  Maudiihiv. 

**  I>uriii.^'  tli«>  |>:i8t  twolve  luonths  the  Resident  has  lottBOOoa 
sioii  of  ]iiai'iii;^  fully  before  the  Ministers  of  the  l^iig  thevkn 


]i:irti«'u1arly  with  repird  t«>  the  diplomatic  privileses  to  whidi  1 
18  «'iititl«>d,  aud  tu  the  i»n)[H.'r  aeeomuiodation  which  shouUI 
ufTt'rdi't]  him  at  thi*  capital. 

'*  Since,  then,  the  EiuUirtsy  hiui  not  come  with  authority  to  m 
po.sf  any  I  hill;;  iikely  to  he  a^'cvp table  iu  regard  to  these  msltei 
or  In  thf  other  points  at  issue,  m>thing  would  be  gained  byt 
MisHion  proeecdini:  onward. 

'*li  the  Aniliaisadoi  mivs  lit  to  refer  to  the  Court  for  additioi 
instructions,  a  nil  in  the  event  of  his  disclosing  hereafter  an  i 
tentiun  to  make  substantial  overtures,  the  Chief  Commissiai 
will  Li-  authurisea  by  the  Goverumeiit  of  India  to  receive  s 
dc:il  with  such  com  muni  cat  ions,  otherwise  the  Ambassador  *<mi 

be  n'ccived. 

'*  Th«*  Kmbassy  is  now  awaiting  instructions  from  MandalaT." 
At  tliis  uueiTtain  sta;^e  of  our  relations  with  Burma  it 
plensin;r  to  notice  nn  inrroasing  British  interest  taken  in  Bi 
n\v>c  allairs,  wliich,  with  the  remarks  of  the  Press,  will  i 
doubt  ^aiii  fur  theui  the  iuiportuncu  they  deserve.  Hegardii 
our  policy  in  Central  Asia,  \vc  cannot  help  being  of  opinii 
that  it  has  ])con,  in  many  respects,  suited  to  "  a  commandii 
Asiatic  i\)wer  '^ ;  and  amonp:  what  has  been  well  styled  tl 
"  collateral  aspects  of  the  revolt  of  Cabul/'  affairs  on  our  Sontl 
l']jLstern  FronticT,  and  the  "  undisguised  hostility  of  the  Bni 
dhist  B'lrtni**-'*  " — 11  vQuld  be  more  correct  to  sa^  y  ^  oorti€ 
i'*'.    w...   •  /A  Miindalay^  wliiiVii  then;>--    -    ^*%Tem 


>L. 


ii\.. t^x.^rs,       ^i)r     IfAor      Kincj-    ^hpf*  --^i 
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<    aggression — have  been  prominently  brought  forward.     Doubt- 

*  less,  we  shall  look  to  the  smallest  causes  of  our  anxiety,  and  be 
■     prepared  for  all  continj^oncies.     Meanwhile  wo  must  keep  up  a 

fixed  attention  on  Eastern  Asia.  Cabul  and  Mandalav  form 
the  diamond  and  the  ruby  of  our  present  Eastern  policy,  the 
lustre  of  which  is  to  guide  the  fine  old  ship  safe  into  port. 
Executions,  we  read,  liave  been  continued  in  the  palace  of 
King  Tlieebau,  and  five  unfortunate  Princesses  are  reported  to 
have  been  recently  murdered  for  corresponding  with  Prince 
Nyoungyan.  If  such  be  true,  Humanity — to  say  nothing  of 
discourt(\sy  to  our  Resident,  and  an  injured  Commerce,  brought 
about  by  the  chronic  insolence  of  a  next-door  neighbour — 
should  rise  and  thunder  for  British  nile  or  protection  in  Upper 
Burma ! 

December  26,  1879. 
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*~„^^J^|^--^A|, 


•I 


I 


479 


INDEX. 


Aeng  stockade  surprised  by 
Captain  Nutball,  302;  Pass, 

Alexander  (Captain)  commands 
flotilla,  41. 

Allan  (Captain)  wounded,  116. 

Alompra,  captured  Ava,  8 ; 
founded  Burmese  empire,  8 ; 
in  reign  of,  first  political  rela- 
tions with  British  Govern- 
ment, 8 ;  invaded  Siam,  9 ; 
death  of,  9. 

Amherst(Lord),Govemor-Q^ne- 
ral,  1823,  12;  declares  war 
against  Burma,  12. 

Andaman  islandors,  338,  339. 

Anderson's  (Dr.)  "  Mandalaj 
to  Momien,"  353. 

Annexation  and  non-annexation, 
416 ;  annexation  of  Pegu, 
252. 

Ansley,  Lieutenant,  144. 

Anstruther,  Colonel,  215. 

Arakan,  Portuguese  settlers  here, 
A.I).  1600,  5 ;  recent  account 
of,  444. 

ArchiV»jild,  Lieutenant,  36. 

Armstrong  (Ensign)  mortally 
wounded,  110. 


Armstrong,  Captain,  262. 
Armstrong,  Major,  261,  269. 
Arrack  issued  to  troops,  April — 

August  1853,  453. 
Ashe,  Lieutenant,  128, 261, 270. 
Assam,  invaded  by  Meer  Joomla, 

6 ;    by    King    of    Ava,    11 ; 

ceded    to    the     British,    15; 

Mandalay   easily   threatened 

from,  75. 
Austen    (Admiral)    arrives    in 

Eangoon  river,  102;  death  of, 

196. 
Ava,  British  mjurch  on,  Decem- 
ber 1825, 52;  situation  of,  74; 

an  advance  to,  445. 

Back  (Major)  in  command  of 
artillery,  116, 127. 

Bamo  (or  Manmo),  situation  of, 
368. 

Bandoola  (Maha).  —  Burmese 
commander,  30  ;  defeated  by 
Sir  A.  Cam)bell,  31;  total 
defeat  at  Kemmindine,  89; 
at  Kokeen,  39;  killed  at 
Donabew,  43,  44,  436  ;  sum- 
mary of  his  character,  44; 
Major    Snodgrass'    account| 


Hi.ss.-iii.  -■..i.tiir.'  -r.  i-»-uij  : 

•  itH'-ial  ti<ititiiMii<m  of  ca[>ture,  I 

lU;  ri¥.r..f.  :Hr. 
H.'antH.-nr.  l)r..  J2S'.  I 

lUvh.v.  l'.i|.t:iiii  \.,-2<W.  ; 

IIi'IUmI  iilt;n-kiil  I'V  PortUfiucae  ■ 

s.-itl,rs.  Uih>.:>'. 
U'rii;ii1i>tt-.  Kiiiir  of    Sw<^1(•n, 
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liirr.'il  (Mr.)  :it  Uuiit:»oii,  ifS. 
y.l.iu:  !,l.ut.>ii:iut.  I:>r  (iiM(i-). 
IJl.Tkinl.'  iii  Kuii),'uuu  in  Swond 

W.iT.  ^^. 

Itluii.l.ll     iC'l'iaiii)     uiorUUy 

w,.iiii.!..I,  11-.. 
iSu-l-  ir"l.'ii.'ll.  0-iiimiMi..nor 

ft  Ti'iiiissi  rim  ]>ni\iuC(.'S,  V'i, 

111?;    W..llll-1-.l,  llt>. 

ll.iil.iiii  (l-liiKipg  killiJ  in  JK-- 

lii.ii.-Jtw. 
linwi..  ((.'.'lnii.l)  rt'iiiilei-d,  '21. 
Jtr.-lt.  >l!ij.ir, -iii-i  (ii.)ti'). 
ItriKl ':iii.'   (Hit  Jumus)    in  com- 

iimii.1  »!  Il-itilla  in  First  War, 

Brnullf.!.'!.  yiujt'T.  2'.t9  (note). 
Bnolio,  Lii'iiii'miiit-U<>loDt;l,  37. 
iiriHikiii};     (GimimaQ.U'r),    cool 

fiHinim*  of,    lUtt ;    service  in 

Iniwa.iy.  Ui. 
Browiw.'  (Colonel  Honwx')  Besi- 
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Campbell  and  Qodwin(Q^neral8) 
compared,  304-308. 

Campbell,  Lieutenant,  230. 

Canning's  (Eight  Hon.  Gkorge) 
policy,  61. 

Caj*ter  (Lieutenant)  wounded, 
144. 

Cassay  Horse  at  Pegu,  227,  229, 
239,  241,  243,  244. 

Chads,  Captain,  R.N.,  35 ;  cap- 
ture of  war-boats,  40. 

Charles  XII.  compared  with 
Bandoola,  46. 

Cheape,  General  Sir  John,  194, 
256  (note) ;  operations  against 
Myat-htoon,  257,  461;  force 
commanded  by,  261 ;  at  Hen- 
zada,  262. 

Cheape*8  (Sir  John)  complete 
triumph,  271 ;  criticisms  on, 
274 ;  divisional  command,  366. 

"  Cholera  camps "  check  the 
disease,  406. 

Clarke  (Lieutenant)  wounded, 
266. 

Cloet^  (Lieutenant)  severely 
wounded,  213. 

Cockburn  (Lieutenant)  severely 
wounded,  269 ;  his  death, 
273. 

Cook  (Lieutenant)  mortally 
wounded,  214. 

Cooke,  Captain,  116. 

Cooper,  T.  T.,  360. 

Coote  (Col.)  commands  storm- 
ing party,  128. 

Cotton,  Brigadier-General,  41 ; 
attack  on  Donabew,  42 ;  com- 
mand in  First  War,  75. 

Cotton  (Brevet  Major)  in  com- 
mand at  Pegu,  158;  major, 
265. 

Cowie*s  (Dr.  A.  J.)  Report  on 
Population,  334,  337. 

Crawfurd's  "  Embassy  to  Ava  " 
quoted,  354. 

Crisp,  C.  M.  (Mr.),  description 
of  the  Shw^-Dagon  Pagoda, 
105. 


Dalhousie  (Lord),  Governor- 
General  at  outbreak  of  Second 
Burmese  War,  91 ;  arrives  at 
Rangoon,  175  ;  general  order 
at  Rangoon,  179;  proclama- 
tion, 252;  policy  of,  275; 
Minute  of  June  30, 1852, 276  ; 
Secret  Committee's  reply  to, 
278;  Minute,  August  10, 
1852,  279;  Minute,  Novem- 
ber  3  and  6,  1852,  283  ;  Se- 
cret Committee's  reply,  295 ; 
letter  to  King  of  Ava,  No- 
vember 16,  1852,  295 ;  noti- 
fication, June  30,  1853,  310; 
autograph  letter  to  Major 
HiU,  316. 

Dalla,  naval  attack  on,  109. 

Damant  (Mr.)  murdered,  424. 

Darroch  (Captain)  wounded, 
144. 

De  Jomini  (Baron)  quoted,  69. 

Dennie  (Major)  at  Kemmindine, 
33,  36. 

Derby  (Earl  of),  speech  when 
Premier,  173;  quotes  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  463. 

D'Orgoni,  a  French  officer,  217. 

"  Diana  "  steamer,  part  played 
bv,  71. 

Dickenson,  Colonel,  204. 

Donabew,  partial  failure  of  at- 
tack on,  42,  308,  436,  458, 
461. 

Donaldson  (Lieutenant)  mor- 
tally wounded,  115. 

Donnahoe,  Colour-Sergeant,  271. 

Donnelly  (Dr.),  on  medical  edu- 
cation, 334. 

Doodpatlee,  Burmese  success  at, 
20. 

Doran  (Lieutenant)  mortally 
wounded,  129. 

Dorville,  Lieutenant,  127  (note). 

Dost  Mahommed  Khan,  291. 

Duke  (Lieutenant-Colonel),19d ; 
(Brigadier)  at  Rangoon,  250. 

Dupleix  not  underst^[)d  by  the 
French,  99. 

81 


Klliott    (Colonel    K.    M.),  tua  I 

pKiiimand,  100. 
Eial-nr^  Uid  on  Biitiib  sbipa  j 

at  Ranpxm,  11.  I 

Edtovs'  (Buttdch)  reception  »t  | 

CnIcutta,3Sl. 
Enini^on  (Major)  wounded,  144. 
Es<-cHtion  of  roval  penonagea 

ill  Btirma,  388. 
EiiH-dition  to  Burma  resolved 

ui«.ii,  Fi-bruary  1853,  94. 

Finani-i>s   (Imlidii)  after   Tint 

Biiniios.'    War,    76-78;     of 

Britifil)  Burma,  360. 
FIfi>'.il  svBtem  in  Biirmo,  299. 
FiihlWn.',  Ca[itain.  R.N. 
F..or.l,  Colonel,  113.  114;  dis- 

aVlod  liv  sun-stroke,  116. 
Forlx'S  [iir.  Archibald)  at  the 

Bunuiw  Court,  391. 
For.1    (F^ieiitoniint)    at    Whit« 

Hmumo  Stockade,  114. 
F.TBvlh,  Sir  Douglas,  411. 
"Fi'i,"  fripate  at  Buigoon,  89. 
Frasor  (Major),  Chief  Engineer, 
/     114, 115;  grand  architect  of 

RautJiMin,  194, 
Fret'-tniJi'  nnticij>atioDB  disap- 

poiuti'd.  30it  (noU')- 
Funeral,  Bunneue,  156. 
Fury    ^Sc^n^■aut.Major),  killed 
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fe     vernor- General,  235  ;  thanked 
i:      by    General     Godwin,    250 ; 
ii      autograph   letter  from  Lord 
ii      Dalhousie,  316. 
ki  Hill-tribes  dangerous,  289. 
I.  Hogg,  Sir  James  Weir,  288. 
s.  Holdich,  Major,  264,  269,  270. 
i:  Holmes  (Lieutenant)  at  Marta- 
i        ban,  152. 

t    Impey,  Captain,  165. 

Lidigenous  races,  population 
and  health  of,  328. 

Irawady,  high  road  of  the  Bur- 
man  Empire ;  its  importance 
in  war  and  to  commerce,  24. 

Irby,  Captain,  261. 

Isolation,  dangers  of,  287. 

Johnson,  Lieutenant,  266. 

Joomla  Meer,  invasion  of  As- 
sam, 6. 

Judson,  missionary,  309  (note). 

Judson  (Mr.  and  Mrs.)  in  cap- 
tivity, 304. 

Karen    (the)   tribe,   165,    410; 

births   and  deaths,  statistics 

of,  341. 
Kellett,  Lieutenant,  E.N.,  35. 
Kemmindine. — Sir  A  Campbell 

defeats  the  Burmese  at,  27 ; 

defeat  of  Bandoola  at,  31,  et 

seq. 
Killed  and  wounded  in  Second 

War  to  June  12,  1853,  453. 
Kincaid   (Rev.  Mr.),  American 

missionary,  87;     returns    to 

Maulmain,     164 ;     interview 

with  Lord  Dalhousie,  179. 
Kokoon    stormed     by    Sir    A. 

Campbell,  39. 
KuUy,  Burmese  army  at,  241. 
Kykloo,  repulse  at,  305. 

Lambert,  Commodore,  82, 
84 ;  notification  of  blockade 
of  rivers  of  Rangoon,  88; 
additional  notification,  98. 


Latter  (Captain),  interpreter, 
85, 107 ;  advises  the  general, 
128 ;  leads  the  storming 
party,  128 ;  at  Pegu,  158. 

Lesby,  Conductor,  261, 

Littler,  Sir  John,  283,  295. 

Lewis  and  Shepperd  (Messrs.) 
imprisoned,  82. 

Livingstone,  Corporal,  271. 

Lloyd,  Lieutenant,  127  (note). 

Loch  and  his  companions,  258. 

Loch  (Captain,  R.N.),  death  of, 
458. 

Lockart,  Major,  128. 

Looshai  tribes  and  country, 
420,  421. 

Luard,  Captain,  93. 

Lushington,  Commodore,  96. 

Lynch,  Captain,  I.N.,  96, 109. 

Lynch,  Commodore,  153. 

Macintosh  (Lieutenant)  at  Pegu, 
158. 

McDowall  (Colonel)  killed  at 
Watty-goon,  67, 

MacKellar,  Lieutenant,  264. 

McLeod,  General,  378. 

McNeill,  Brigadier,  193;  in 
command  of  Pegu  expedi- 
tion, 209;  disabled  by  sun- 
stroke, 214;  his  death,  217. 

McReagh's  (Briwwiier)  com- 
mand against  Rangoon,  22, 
41. 

Madras  Fusiliers,  strength 
and  losses,  454. 

Magrath,  Lieutenant,  261. 

Maha  Nemiou  killed  at  Prome, 
52. 

Maha  Bandoola,  Commander, 
(see  Bandoola,)  29. 

Mallet,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  82, 
34,  37. 

Malloch,  Captain,  127  (note), 
209. 

Malown,  attack  ou,(8ee  Melloon,) 
437. 

Mandalay  becomes  the  capital, 
379. 
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••  M:in«l:ilav  to  Moiiiim,"  'So^i. 
M.ili<i:iUlv,       i'<>rtiti(r;ltii)U8       of, 

m 

\f<7\K  -i-'^-*:  p«'lituMl  |>artie8 
ill.  t-'f-^;  withilniwiil  of  the 
Hritisli  RfsiiL'Ut  from,  42(3; 
po|iiil;itioii  uf,  427;  "  Oa- 
zi'tt.'."  47:{. 

Marirarv  (Mr.),  fiiti*  of,  'S&2. 

Man*     {\h'.)    oil     Vaccination, 

Marrvat    (Captain)   on  tbo  Ira- 

w.hlv.  7'2. 
Martalian.  iin'^arations   to   at- 
tack,  lnL»-loi);   attacked    h\ 

iiunuise,        152 ;        column, 

stn-iiirth  of,  454. 
Mason  (  Limtrnant,  R.N.),  nar- 
row rSrajM',  22(». 
Mason  ( l)r.).  statistics  of  births 

anil  di-aths.  ;M^). 
Ma>Mii,     luv.    F.,     missionary, 

:i«>l>;  nfiTcnci'  to  his    work, 

4^». 
Ma\  ni'(Li»Mitonant)  at  Poi:n,l58. 
Mi-a<lay.     <muv     an     important 

town,  74.  ttui. 
Mellouii,  liurnifSf  and  Britisli 

iiivcivs  nirit  ni\ir,  53  ;  Sir  A. 

(.'aniplK-irs   attack    on,   437 ; 

situation  of,  74. 
Miii;^'don-Mcii^,  Kin'jT,  878. 
Mrriiial'oo,    alti-r     defeat,     re- 

tn-ats.  54. 
MrliM.roluiTv  <»f  Burma,  'Uy9, 
MiK-s  ( l/h.'ut-(\>loncl)  caj^tures 

Jiurnirsr  sraj'orts,  28,  37. 
Miinrals  in  U]»iH'r  Burma,  369- 

374,  'JrOiK 
Mission,        withdrawal       from 

Mandalav,  4(  >(>-(> 7. 
Mitchcsun      (Lieutenant)      sc- 

verelv  wounded,  2G1. 
Mo^ul      Emjfire,  Gibbon's 

i>I»inion  of,  1. 
Mongolian  race  warlike,  2. 
Montgomery    (Major)  in  oom- 

mar'\  of  artillery,  100  ;  lej»'l» 
ht      'vanco  on  New  T?niio"--  v 


Moristm,  BrigaxHer-Gkne] 

Mortality     among    the 
449. 

Mouni^-Bwosh,  Qorern 
Martaban,  152. 

Moung-Shoar- Wang  at ! 
ban,  154- 

Mullius,  Lieutenant,  261 

Murray  (Captain)  at  Ec 
dine,  34. 

Myat-htoon,  bandit  cl 
Douabew,  and  Sotdt 
liared,  257,  258 ;  entir 
feated,  271 ;  Britiah  lo 
operations  against,  27S 

Myat-za  (Karen  cbiefta 
Rangoon,  259. 

Nagas,  the,  420  ;  their  « 

423. 
Na])adee,  Burmese  drire 

to,  51 ;  Burmese  routed 
Naj)ior   (Admiral   Sir  CI 

anecdote  of,  265. 
Negrais,   massacre   of   I 

at,  1759,  a 
Neill,  General,  236  (note' 
Neoun-ben-Zeik,  confere 

51. 
Newton's  (Major)  succest 
Niblett,  Captain,  I.N.,  1^ 
Nicolay  (Captain)  killed, 
Noton  (Captain)    defeat 

slain,  21. 
Nuthall,  Captain,  302  an 

Oakos  (Major)  in  eommai 
at  White  House  8t< 
114;  receives  his  deatl 
114 ;  his  death  and  cha 
117. 
Operations,  remarks  on,  i 
Burmese  War,  64. 
'  Ojihir,  identity  with  Peg 
i  Opportunity  lost  at  KuU 
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Pagahm-Mew,    British   victory 
at,  55,  308  ;  situation  of,  74. 

Pagan-Meng,  King,  378. 

Pagoda,  gilding  the  great,  326 ; 
capture  of,  441. 

Parlby,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  37. 

Patkoi,  meaning  of,  439. 

Pegu. — Conquered  bj  Burmese 
in  sixteenth  century,*  3 ;  re- 
gained its  independence,  7 ; 
geographical  description  of,  74, 
158 ;  expedition  against  town 
of,  158  ;  captured,  June  1852, 
161 ;  capture  and  occupation 
described,  209 ;  suggested 
identity  with  Ophir,  440; 
trade  and  prospects  of  pro- 
vince, 346 ;  town  attacked  by 
Burmese,  216 ;  surrounded, 
218 ;  military  operations  at, 
221 ;  defence  by  Major  Hill, 
224;  relief  of,  measures  for, 
235,  236 ;  relieved,  249 ;  an- 
nexation of,  251,  255  (note); 
boundary  of,  309  (note) ; 
troops  in,  1864,  313 ;  mine- 
ral wealth  of,  411. 

Pepper  (Colonel),  advance  upon 
Toungoo,  75. 

Percival,  Lieutenant,  264. 

Phagy-dan,King  of  Burma,  376. 

Phayre  (Captain),  Commissioner 
of  Pegu,  250,  294,  300,  322, 
328  (note),  352,  357, 381. 

Phayre,  Sir  Arthur  P.,  319. 

"  Phlegethon"  steamer  at  Ban- 
goon,  89. 

Piper  (Captain)  at  Kemmindine, 
34. 

Population,  &c.  of  indigenous 
races,  328. 

"  Precursor  **  steamer  at  Kyook 
Phyoo,  91. 

Preston,  Private,  271. 

Preston,  Sergeant,  271. 

Price  (Dr.)  sent  to  British  com- 
mander by  King  of  Ava,  54, 
304. 


I  Prisoners  liberated,  303. 
'   Proclamation    by     Lord     Dal- 
housie,  252. 
Progress  of  King  Theebau,  386- 

400. 
Prome,  advance  on,  49  ;  Sir  A. 
Campbell's  entrance  into,  50 ; 
Sir  A.  Campbell  defeats  Bur- 
mese besiegers,  51  ;  occupied 
by  Commander  Tarleton,  168  ; 
Captain  Tarleton's  expedition, 
443. 
**  Proserpine  "  steamer  at  Ban- 
goon,  86. 

Quarters  of  troops  after  war, 
312. 

Quin,  Sergeant- Major,  271. 

Quinn  (Mr.  Conductor)  libe- 
rated, 303. 

Races,  indigenous,  health  of,  328. 

Bailway  in  Burma,  388. 

Rangoon. — Embargo  laid  on 
British  ships,  1811,  11,  13; 
captured  by  British,  May 
1824,  23  ;  new  town,  founded 
by  Tharawadi,  96 ;  naval  ope- 
rations before,  107;  garrison 
of,  135;  return  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in 
storming  of,  138;  develop- 
ment of,  324  ;  population  of, 
345;  sanitary  condition  of 
troops  at,  1824,  432  ;  particu- 
lars of  capture,  442. 

Reid,  Major,  95, 113,  261,  270 ; 
wounded,  270. 

Renaud,  Captain,  236. 

Renegade  shot  in  action,  120. 

Revenues  of  Burma,  314,  350. 

Rice  (Captain)  wounded,  144. 

Rice,  Lieutenant,  R.N.,  144. 

Richards,  Lieut. -Colonel,  41. 

Rockets,  effectiveness  of,  in 
First  Burmese  War,  72. 

RundaU  (Captain)  in  command 
of  Sappers,  114. 

Ry  ves,  Captain,  35. 


4sr, 


St   Bft-rbe   (Mr.)   quoted.  410, 

412,    42G;    witliuniwa.1    from 

Uandulaj,  4ti(j. 
St.  Maur  [Colonol),  disatiled  in 

action  by  eun-stroke,  116. 
Sale    (Major)  at  Ke  mm  in  dine, 

32,    36,    41 ;   liberates    Mrs. 

Judson,  134 1  at  Basseln,  434. 
Sandford,  Assist, -Surge on,  55. 
Sanitary  oonditiou  of  troops  at 

Rangoon,  432. 
Saunders,  Mr.  Trelawney,  418. 
Scindiah'B  good  government,  78. 
Scott,  Brigade-Major,  113. 
Seaton,  Major,  244. 
Shadwell,  Captain,  K.N.,  205 
SItan  ladies  in  First  Burmese 

War,  13,  52,  394  (not«). 
Shau  tribes,  364,  394;  countries, 

366. 
Shaw  (Mr.)  and  King  Tbeeba.u, 

387,  398. 
Shaw  (Resident),  death  of,  402 ; 

eulogy    on,    by    Secretary    of 

State,  470, 
Shemboren,  or  Shembuan,  suc- 
ceeds Alompra,  10. 
"  Shoe  question,"  395,  406. 
Shortland.  Lieutenant,  209. 
Shouldham,  Brigadier-General, 

41, 
Shubriek.  Major,  209. 
Shuparee  attacked  by  Burmese, 

September  24, 1823,  20. 
Shway  Ban,  bandit  chief,  259- 
Shwe-Dagon    Pagoda,  advance 

on,  122  ;  captured  the  second 

time,  129. 
Shw^.gyeen,256:  troops  at,1864. 

313  i  troops  at,  1879,  429. 
Singleton,  Captain,  262,  268. 
Sladen'a      (Major)    expedition, 

360,  361,  363. 
Sloden  (Captain)  at  Mandalay, 

380,  382. 
Smith  (Dr,)  slightly  wounded, 

127. 
Smith  (Captain),  Deputy -Com- 

misHloner,  262. 


Snndgrass,  Major,  43  ;  ch.ira'  t'  i 

of  Baiidoula,  47- 
Soonderbung  (the),  ori^D  of.  6 
Spiers  (Mr.)  liberated,  303. 
Steel  (Brigadier- General).  C3., 

193,  238,    245,    256     (note). 

313. 
Sturt  (Colonel)   conutuuids  ei- 

pedition  to  Pegu.  168  ;  forces 

under,  241,  242,  264,  267. 
Symes      (Colonel)       cuncludea 

treaty  with  Burma,  li. 

Tantabain,    Lieutenant- Colonel 

Godwin  at,  433. 
Tarleton,    Commander    (Sir  J. 

W,),    158  i    occupies    Prome, 

168,     443 ;     releases     Myat- 

htoon'B  captives,  272. 
Tayler,  Lieutenant,  127  (note), 
Taylor     (Lieutenant)    mortally 

wounded,  270. 
"  Tenasserim  provinces  "    ceded 

to  British,  15. 
Tharawadi,  King,  377. 
Theebau,  King,  374,  386  ;  tIc- 

tims  of,  397,  398, 425  ;  tariff 

of,  414 ;  head  queen  of,  427. 
Thomhill,  Major,  36.  ^ 

Tonghoo,  or  Toungoo,  situatig^H 

of,  74.  ^M 

Transport,   cost  of,  in  Bui'muj^B 

and  Chinese  wars,  188.        ^^" 
Travers,  Captain,  246  and  note. 
Treaties,  Eastern  disregard  of. 

284,  286,  291. 
Treaty  of  24th  Februaiy,  18S 

56 ;  draft  of,  1852,  296. 
Trevor   (Lieutenant)  wounded 

115,  261,  271. 
Troops  in  Pegu,  1864,  313. 
Tudor,  Colonel,  199,  209. 
Turton,  Major,  113,  128,  199. 

TJmrapoora  (Amarapilra),  sitB 
ation  of,  74. 

Tolunteers  for  Burma,  446. 
Voyle   (Lieutenant)   ordered  C 
Maulmain,  95, 
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Wahab's  (Major)  command 
against  Rangoon,  22,  36. 

Walker  (Major)  killed,  36. 

Wants  in  warfare.  Correct  in- 
formation, 274 ;  sufficient 
provisions,  274. 

War  declared  against  Burma  by 
British  Government,  March  5, 
1824,  12,  20. 

Warfare,  Burmese  tactics  in, 
243  and  note. 

Warren  (Brigadier)  disabled  in 
action,  116. 

Watty-goon,  repulses  at,  305. 

Welchman,  Major,  204. 

Wellesley's  (Marquis)  Govern- 
ment, 11. 

Wellington  (Duke  of)  on  the 
Second  Burmese  War,  463. 

White  House  Stockade,  descrip- 
tion of,  118. 


White,  Lieutenant,  128. 

Whitlock  (Lieutenant)  severely 
wounded,  213. 

Wigston,  Major,  261,  264,  268 ; 
wounded,  269. 

Williams  (Lieutenant)  in  action, 
115  ;  death  of,  273. 

Wilson  (Captain,  38th  Regi- 
ment) at  Kemmindine,  84, 
37. 

Wolseley,  Ensign,  (Sir  Giimet,) 
257  (note),  270;  severely 
wounded  at  Donabew,  271. 

Wyndham,  Captain,  209. 

Yandaboo,  treaty  of,  15. 
Yates,  Major,  32. 

Zaloon,  Sir  John  Gheape's  move- 
ment on,  262. 
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